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PREFACE. 



In preseDting this yolume to the pfofession, as a oofii* 
panton to "Specific Medication and Specific Medicines/' 
my object has been to make a study of the prohiinett ex- 
pressions of disease, with reference to the administration of 
remedies. However learned we may be in pathology, and 
associate branches of medical study, unless we can makeour 
knowledge point to means for the relief of sufiering, the 
arrest of disease, and restoration to health, it will be of but 
little use. 

We believe that the expressions of disease are uniform, and 
always have the same meaning, and that the action of reme- 
dies is something definite aud uniform — "that like causes 
always produce like effects." If we properly study our cases, 
so as to determine a definite condition of disease, and know 
the direct action of remedies in such conditions, we will 
have a certain and rational practice of medicine, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Iv TREPACE. 

I coDcede that the study is diflficult, but it is difficult 
principally lecause it is new, and*sufficiont observations have 
not been made. Physicians have so long practiced by rote, 
and taken it for granted that there was no "certainty in raedi 
cine," that we have not the material we would wish for spe 
cific diagnosis. But attention is being directed to it, and the 
time is coming in which the field will be full of observers. 

No apology is made for the shortcomings of this little book, 
though I hope that in the main, experiment will prove the 
correctness of its statements. It would be singular if there 
were not some errors, and some things to be corrected by 
further, experiment and study. It does not profess to be a 
complete treatise, or to give all the information that might 
be thought desirable. But it is a study of disease, which 
may be continued by other books and at the bed-side of th«» 
sick. 

If it serves the purpose of stimulating investigation and 
thought, pointing the road to a better system of mediciue, I 
will be fully compensated for the labor. 

Cincinnati, Nov. 15, 1874. 
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ON THE 



STUDY OF DIAGNOSIS. 



VT AB wish to make a new study of Diagnosis— one 
*^ 1 that will show us the rehition between symptoms 
of disease and the curative action of drugs. Evi- 
dently this is what we need to give us a rational prac- 
tice of medicine— very certainly it must be the founda- 
tion of specific medication. 

It is yet the opinion, that " diagnosis" has reference 
to the classification of disease according to the received 
nosology; that it means naming the affection "bilious 
fever," " typhoid fever," " pneumonia," "nephritis," etc. 
And so it does with the genus doctor, at large, and their 
souls travail in diagnosis until a suitable name is deliv- 
ered. And then they consult their memories and books 
for recipes to throw at this name, which to them seems 
almost an entity. 

It looks absurd when thus pUiinly stat«^.d, yet it *.= 
true to a far greater extent than the majority suppose. 
If we examine the literature of the profession, we find 
that writers on the " Practice of Medicine " labor to 

(9) 
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10 STUDY OF DIAGNOSIS. 

make diagnosis in this way, and so arrange the symp- 
toms of disease that their readers may be enabled to 
follow in their lead. The student would certainly think, 
from this teaching, that getting a name for a disease, 
was the first and principal object in medical practice. 
Not only does this seem the principal, but the only end 
of medical study, and men pride themselves on their 
skill in naming diseases — calling it diagnosis. 

What can be more natural than that medicines should 
be prescribed at names, when so much trouble is taken 
to affix them ? And so we find that treatises on thera- 
peutics are efforts to associate drugs with names of dis- 
ease, with a — " this has been used with advantage" — 
" this has been employed in," etc., etc. The trouble is 
that almost every remedy in the materia nledica has 
been prescribed at the more common diseases — pneu- 
monia, for instance — and the student has difficulty, not 
from the paucity of his means, but from their abun- 
dance. 

Some go a little further than this. They want a 
name for their disease, it is true, but they also make 
their diagnosis extend far enough to guide their thera 
peutics. Thus they determine a condition of the stom- 
ach that indicates an emetic, constipated bowels a ca- 
thartic, dry skin a diaphoretic, scanty urine a diuretic, 
periodicity Quinine, sleeplessness or pain an opiate, 
heat and dry skin baths, etc. Add to this counter-irri- 
tation for the relief of local disease, and we have the 
ordinary round of treatment. 

This kind of diagnosis is well enoujrh — is very much 
better than that which simply names the disease — but 
it also is very crude at times. For we find at times that 
there are very much better means to relieve the stom- 
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STUDY OF DIAGNOSIS. 11 

ach than an emetic; and that in some, where seemingly 
indicated, it would do more harm than good. That 
constipation is not an indication for cathartics, and that 
this class of remedies are so used as to do a vast amount 
of harm. That impaired secretion from the skin does 
not mean diaphoretics ; for when most indicated they 
will fi*equent]y not cause secretion : and that other 
means, not directed to the skin, will cause it. That 
scanty urine does not mean diuretics, for they will fre- 
quently fail to influence the kidneys when they seem to 
be indicated most, and will sometimes still further ar- 
rest secretion. Periodicity does not alwa3^8 mean Qui- 
nine, for Quinine fails nine times where it succeeds 
once, sometimes intensifying disease, at others produ- 
cing a disease peculiar to itself — quinism — worse by far 
than the disease for which it is given. And sleepless- 
ness does not mean Opium, for it fails frequently, and, 
as generally used, does far more harm than good. 

It is still worse when the physician thinks he sees 
the need of cathartics diuretics, diaphoretics, tonics, 
Quinine, nervines, etc., and gives them all at once, or in 
a miscellaneous hodge-podge. The common result is to 
intensify the disease, derange the stomach, and impair 
the vegetative nervous S3'^stem. The remedies are fre- 
quently given so that the action of one opposes that of 
another, as for instance a cathartic with a diaphoretic, 
or at such times that WiQy can not possibly do what they 
are intended for. 

How, then, shall we study diagnosis? Is there any 
better method than that usually pursued ? 

I believe there is a right way to study diagnosis — one 
that will prove satisfactory to patient and physician — 
^ill name the disease for the one, and determine a ra- 
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12 STUDY OP DIAGNOSIS. 

tioual therapeutics for the other. Such a way I endeav- 
ored to point out in ray Principles of Medicine, to which 
my readers are referred for my opinions in extenso. 

Man has but one body, and though it may be divided 
into parts, each has the same life, is supplied from the 
same blood, governed by the same nerves, and has tte 
same nutrition and waste. Only in so far as drugs act 
on special parts or organs, need we study disease of 
these independent of the organism at large. 

Man has but one life, and it is the same for all parts. 
The normal manifestations of this life we call health; 
the abnormal manifestations of it disease. If we can 
always think of disease as a method of life, in a living 
body, we will have gotten rid of an old error, and have 
made the first step toward a correct diagnosis, and a 
^rational therapeutics. 

Disease, then, is not an entity — something to be for- 
cibly expelled from a living body — but is actually a 
method of life. It can not be purged from the bowels, 
vomited from the stomach, strained from skin and kid- 
neys, or exorcised by counter-irritation. Such moans 
may do good, as when they remove an oifending sub- 
stance, or when they establish a function that is defi- 
cient, but they should have a rational use. 

The life of disease is not as good as the life of health, 
neither in the whole nor in any individual part. It is 
always exhaustive, impairing the life now, and the life 
to come by renewal of tissue. It makes no difference 
what may be the seeming condition of the body or a 
part in disease, the real condition is, an impairment of 
life. We study disease, therefore, as a method of living ; 
and we treat the diseased body as a living body, which 
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has been placed in such position that its life has been 
enfeebled or deranged. 

We next want to understand clearly the structure and 
uses of the various parts of this one body. We want to 
know clearly the conditions necessary to healthy life, 
and how their change works that wo call disease. If 
wo can understand clearly the relation of a condition 
or function to healthy life, we are in a position to learn 
how the change in condition or function produces dis- 
ease, and a correct therapeutics is at once suggested. 

Examining the human body, we find certain condi- 
tions and functions underlie others, and seem to he first 
elements in the sum. of life. Of these I may name tem- 
perature, circulation, innervation, nutrition and waste, 
and the blood. We always study these first, and we 
want to know the exact character of the wrong, in one 
or all, and how that wrong may be corrected. 

Going one step farther, we want to know the relation 
of these conditions and functions to one another. There 
is a general relation in health ; possibly they are of equal 
importance in the problem of life. But in disease one or 
other may stand first, and serve as a basis for wrong of 
life in many directions. Thus a disease involving every 
function of life, may arise in a wrong of the temper- 
ature and circulation of the blood. There is a want of 
appetite that tonics will not reach ; a wrong of secre- 
tion that can not be righted with cathartics, diaphoretics 
and diuretics; a wrong of innervation that can not be 
reached with narcotics and nervines. Direct remedies 
that restore normal temperature and circulation, control 
the entire process of disease ; like a card-house, the re- 
moval of a first card is sufficient for the overthrow of 
the entire structure. 
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14 STUDY OF DIAGNOSIS. 

It is not so easy, always, to determine which wrong 
is thus first, yet with care it may be determined — and 
this is an essential in good diagnosis. A disease pre- 
senting similar symptoms — the same symptoms to an 
ordinary observer — may rest equally upon a first lesion 
of the circulation, innervation, nutrition and waste, 
blood-making, or the conditions of the blood. We want 
to know which stands first, and then rectifying the first 
wrong the treatment is easy and successful. 

Disease has certain expressions, which we call symp- 
toms, as health has certain expressions. We find that 
the manifestations of life in health are very uniform, and 
consistent, and one can hardly mistake their meaning. 
So in disease, the expression of morbid life is uniform, 
and constant, and does not vary in different individuals, 
as many have supposed. If we determine in any given 
case the expression of diseased life, we will find it the 
same in all cases. 

It has been claimed, and tacitly admitted that symp- 
toms of disease were so changeable and inconstant, that 
they cojild not bo depended upon with any certainty. 
This was certainly true to those who made their di* 
agnosis according to the recived nosology, and then pre- 
scribed at the name. For as very diverse pathological 
conditions would be grouped under each name, the 
symptoms would of course vary, and the treatment 
would show the element of uncertainty in so marked a , 
manor that idiosyncrasy would be constantly called in to 
explain the trouble. 

We propose studying the expressions or sj^mptoms of 
disease with reference to the administration of reme- 
dies. It is a matter of interest to know the exact char- 
acter of a lesion, but it is much more important to know 
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the exact relationship of drug action to disease expi*es- 
Bion, and how the one will oppose the other, and restore 
health. If I can point out an expression of "disease 
which will be almost invariably met by one drug, and 
health restored, I have made one step in a rationaJ 
practice of medicine. 

I have no hesitation in affirming that if we have once 
determined such relationship, we have determined it 
in all diseases alike, in all persons, and for all time to 
come. If, with this symptom or group of symptoms, 
my Aconite, Nux or Podophyllin cures to-day, it will 
cure to-morrow, next year, and so long, as medicine is 
practiced. If it cures Tom, it will be equally applicable 
in the same condition to his father, mother, wife, or 
mother-in-law. 

" Do you mean to say," asks the reader, " that the 
present system of nosology is useless? " Yes, so far as 
curing the sick is concerned, that is just what I mean 
to say. Not only useless, but worthless — a curse to 
physician and patient — preventing the one from learn- 
ing the healing art, and the other from getting well. 
But you may ask, *'how would you make out the certifi- 
cate for the Undertaker f " That's just what we wish to 
avoid, we don't care about furnishing subjects, and 
would very much rather people should die of old age, 
and then we would write it in English — " old age." 

The first lesson in pathology we want to learn is, that 
disease is wrong life. The first lesson in diagnosis is, 
that this wro)ig finds a distinct and uniform expression 
in the outward manifestations of life, cognizable by our 
senses. The first lesson in therapeutics is, tliat all 
remedies are uniform in their action ; the Conditions be- 
ing the same, the action is always the same. We learn 
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to know the healthy man — know him by exercising all 
our senses upon him. We want to know how he feels, 
how he looks, how he smells, how he tastes, and what 
kinds of sound he makes. Then we want to learn the 
diseased man in the same way, and compare him with 
our healthy standard — certain expressions of life mean- 
ing health, and certain other expressions meaning dis- 
ease. Then we study the action of drugs upon the 
fcick, and when we find them exerting an influence op- 
josed to disease and in flivor of health, we want to 
know the relation between the drug and the disease — 
between disease expression and drug action. 

I do not say that we should not studj^ drug action in 
health — indeed I think it a very important study. You 
may, on your own person, study a wholly unknown 
drug, and determine its proximate medicinal action. 
How ? Easy enough. You will feol where it acts ; that 
points out the local action of the drug, and as a matter 
cf common sense, you would use it in disease of that 
])art, and not of a part on which it had no action. You 
will feel how it acts — stimulant, depressing, altering the 
'innervation, circulation, nutrition and function. If now 
you w^ant to use it in disease, use it to do the very things 
it did in health, and not as our Homoeopathic brethren 
would say, to do the very opposite things. 

This might not seem altogether pertinent if we were 
ttudj'ing old diagnosis, but new diagnosis means medi- 
(ine, and must point out the cure for the particular case 
m hand. 



Dig*itized by GoOglC 



STUDY OF DIAGNOSIS. 17 

THE STUDY OF LIFE. 

The diagnosis that wo are studying has a physiotegi- 
cal basis, and wo want to learn something of the kind 
of physiological knowledge necessary. Is it that which 
may be learned from Carpenter, Dmper, Huxley, etc ? 
Most decidedly it is not. The knowledge from books Is 
most important, excellent in its place, but worth nothing 
here unless supplemented by a new study. 

We must Uu'fy the living man, and learn to recognize 
every mavifesfation of this life by our senses. 

Nothing less will serve the purpose in rational med- 
icine. We want to bring our own senses to bear upon 
him, and know how ho feels, tastes, smells, and how he 
looks and what sounds he makes. This study of the 
living man, the most important study in medicine, is al- 
most wholly neglected. Men live a lifetime, and know 
nothing of the manifestations of life. Students become 
conversant with books, attend their lectures, pass their 
examinations, and yet have no practical knowledge of 
human life. And physicans willpractice medicine a life- 
time, and yet fail to know what healthy life is. 

How would you make a good surgeon ? There is but 
one way. He must exercise his senses on the human 
body, and learn to know it for himself. He studies upon 
the cadaver, and learns the relation of parts; and he 
also studies che living man, and learns to recognize 
these relations by the sense of touch. Tour accom- 
plished surgeon recognizes a displacement or fracture, 
as soon as his eyes rest on the part. Lot him pass his 
fingers over a limb in the dark, and he will tell you if 
anything is wrong, and just what the wrong is. Ho is 
a good surgeon, just exactly as he is an expert in this^ 

9 
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Xot a yiear passes but what we have one or more 
suits for malpractiee against physicians of our sehoolj 
arising out of bad bone-surgery. (They have quite afl 
many in other schools.) Why these cases ? Simply be- 
cause they have not taken the trouble to learn on the 
cadaver and living body for themselves, just how it ia 
made, and the relation of one part to another. Any 
man, whether he is a surgeon or not, can so train his 
senses, and know the anatomy of man, that mistakes 
would be impossible, and cases of malpractice would 
be the result of accident, or the fault of patients. 

I say to the student, study anatomy and physiology 
on the living man. Observe him closel}'^ with your eyes, 
Until you learn his varied expressions. See him walk, 
sit, lie, work, eat, breathe, talk, etc. Feel of him, and 
see how he is made, and what he feels like in different 
parts. Learn every prominence of bone in the body, 
and its relation to articulations, blood-vessels, nerves, 
organs, etc. Hear every sound he makes, and learn to 
recognize its character. And, lastly, learn to recognize 
all of the many smells of which he is the base. Learn 
him from the crown of his head to the sole of his foot, 
and apalyze him with your own senses, and you will 
have the foundation for a good physician. 

I place very great stress on this method of studying 
physiology, and recommend it to the old practitioner as 
well as the medical student. No knowledge in the 
memory can take its place. It must be the basis of a 
rational pra(Jtice of medicine, for unless we know what 
health is, we can not know disease, and unless we know 
disease we will have a random and very uncertain 
therapeutics. 

I have already called attention to the necessity of 
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training all our senses so that we may be able to observe 
well. These faculties are like many others, they may 
be so trained under the influence of the will, that 
after a time they work automatically, and with a rapid- 
ity that is astonishing. This is the work of time — but 
time placed where it will do the most good. All that 
one need do, to have good, active senses, is to use what 
he has rightly. 

There is no mistake about these things, and I will 
guarantee anyphysican a success that will astonish him, 
if he will put them in practice. Need I say that the 
reward is great. Outside of professional reputation, 
and the ordinary rewards of successful business, there 
are sufficient returns. A man*s conscious life is in and 
through his senses, and as these are educated and en- 
larged, his life becomes larger, and his pleasures in- 
creased. Nature is a most bountiful mother, and her 
laws bring certain compensation ; and of these there is 
none truer than that " a man grows as he is rightly 
used.*' 

Applied Anatomy. — The ordinary study of anatomy 
is a good thing, and is the basis for a sound medical 
edacalion. Yet T am sorry to say that the study of 
anatomy with the majority of physicians is very *' ordi- 
nar3\" It is a good thing to be able to name the 
various bones, processes, muscles, and organs of the 
body, but it is very much better to know them, as a 
man knows his best friend. I may know a man's name, 
and yet know really nothing about him, physically, 
. mentally, or morally. So it is in the common study of 
anatomy, the memorizing of names takes the place of 
that study which will enable one to really know the 
structure of the human body. 
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A gOoil anaioniifet will strongly insist on dissection aE 
an iiiipdrti^ht incahi^ of learning. He well uAderstandfi 
and endeavors to impress the fact thdt it is only by 
persdnril exainihation that one may know the various 
tissues and organs, and their reldtion to one anbthei*. 

The surgeon siipplehients this by the additional state- 
ment that the most important preparation for the use 
of the knife in surgery, is the use of the knife in dis- 
section. Not only to acquire anatoniical knowledge, 
but to hnow the resistance of different tissues to the 
scalpel, and to train the sense of touch. 

Aw accomplished ph3'sician should be a good anato- 
mist — the skilled diagnostician is a good anatomist. 
No one need say he has no opportunity, for iBvery one 
can make opportnh?ty. A dead man is a good thing in 
this study, biit afty animal or part of an animal will 
serve the phi-poSe of the man who really wishes to 
know, and there is not so very much difference between 
man and the remainder of the mammalia. The tiearest 
butcher shop will furnish material in abundance — from 
eyes, to tongue, larynx, trachea, bronchial tubes and 
lungs ^ Ihe digi^sti^e canal and its associate organs; 
kidneys, ete. : whilst a quarter of lamb or veal gives 
pretty good muscular dissection. 

The worthless em's prowling about the village or 
town, give excellent fkcilities for dissection or vivisec- 
tion. Chloroform the brute, and he is ready for work, 
and you rbay educate your touch on living tissue, as 
Well as leurn anatomy. 

In the olden time the study of anatomy was cora- 
mehced with tbe bones — not with pictures or plates of 
bones* This study in which b6nes a»*e tangible reali- 
ties, and convey to the sense of touch and the eye their 
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peculiarities is the right study. Every physician 
shonld be able to recognize any bone by the sense of 
touch, and at once give it its proper position. Just as 
he should be able to recognize the normal from the ab- 
normal in shape, size and position. The skeleton prop- 
erly articulated is a valuable adjunct, and if it was 
thoroughly studied by the hands in a dark room, we 
would have but few cases of malpractice in bone- 
surgery. 

But this study of anatomy from the skeleton, and by 
dissection, assisted by reading and lectures, is but pre- 
liminary to a more important study. We want to study 
anatomy upon the living man. We want to know the 
situation and the relation of various parts, so that we 
may be able to put our finger upon them at once, and 
detect the slightest variation. We want the impress 
of this living man upon our senses, so that they may 
know him intimately. What does he look like? Wl)at 
docs he smell like ? What does he taste like (in so far 
as taste is applicable) ? What sounds does he make? 
And how does he feel? 

We •rant to know his every expression, standing. 
sitting, lying, on his back, sides, etc. His expression 
in activity, and at rest. We study his mu.scles in life, 
their arrangement on the bones, and their influence in 
giving the bodj' motion. We study the situation of 
blood vessels in the same manner, and learn to trace 
their course by the prominences of bone, relation to 
muscles, etc., and going deeper, we study osteology 
again, as the bones are clothed in tissue. 

No man need excuse himself for want of opportu- 
nity, so long as he possesses a body of his own, and 
there are so many other bodies that might be engaged 
for the purpose. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



22 STUDY OF DIAQNOStS. 

There are two objects in this study, both important. 
The one is to know the mechanism of life, and the 
other is to educate the senses. The importance of the 
first will not be disputed, and before we have concluded 
this study, I think the other will be conceded. 

Applied Physiology. — The knowledge of physiology 
from the books is a good thing, but it is not sufficient 
for our purpose. We not only wish to learn that Car- 
penter, Huxley, and others, have witnessed certain phe- 
nomena, and learned to know them as constant expres- 
sions of life, but we Avish to know them of ourselves, 
and through our senses. 

Dr. Huxley introduces the study of physiology by 
saj'ing — " The bod}' of a living man performs a great 
diversity of actions, some of which are quite obvious; 
others require more or less careful observation ; and yet 
others can be detected only by the emploj-ment of the 
most delicate appliances of science 

" Thus, some part of the body of a living man is 
plainly always in motion; even in sleep, when the 
limbs, head and eyelids may be still, the inces^nt rise 
and fall of the chest continue to remind us that we are 
viewing slumber and not death. 

' More careful observation, however, is needed to de- 
tect the motion of the heart ; or the pulsation of the 
arteries ; or the changes in the size of the pupil of the 
ej^e with varying light; or to ascertain that the air 
which i.s breathed out of the body is hotter and damper 
than the air which is taken in by breathing. 

"And iasth^ when we tr}- to ascertain what happens 
in the eye when that organ is adjusted to different dis- 
tances; or what in a nerve when it is excited ; or of 
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what matevialj flesh and blood are made ; or in virtue 
of wliat mechanism it is that a sudden pain makes on( 
start — we have to call into operation all the methods of 
inductive and deductive logic; all the resources oi 
phj-sics and chemistry ; and all the delicacies of the arj 
of experiment." 

ITuxley is an admirable teacher, probably the best 
living, and we will do well to get an idea of these 
methods. The first lesson wo learn from these brief, 
but expressive paragraphs is, that we are to observe thip 
man, who " is plainl.y always in motion," and that wo 
are not to be satisfied with the observations of another. 
Then follows the natural sequence in these observa- 
tions. At first the gross exprest^ions of the body, and 
the difference between the man awake, asleep, dead. 
Next a "more careful observation," determining the 
motion of the heart, etc. And lastly, the skilled obser- 
vation, from a trained mind, aided by the various in- 
strumentalities and appliances of science. 

Books are useful in this stud}^, though not the object 
of study; it is the man we want to know, not the book 
nor its author. The book may serve as a guide-board 
pointing the wa}^ and at the same time give us a 
standard of comparison. It tells us what to exercise 
our senses upon — what to observe — and it informs us 
what others have observed, and what is the common 
standard of healthy activities. 

There is nothing in the life of the man but should 
be a subject of close scrutiny. We want to know him 
in the entirety of his action, as we wish to know him 
in every detail. And we want to know him so inti- 
mately and thoroughly, that this physiological man 
shall be always present with us as a standard of com- 
parison. 
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The reader will at once See the necessity of this study 
as a basis for diagnosis. I'he physiological man is the 
man of health, the pathological man is one who has loft 
this common standard of being. The physiological 
man is the standard of measurement, the common mean 
that we measure from. To have a measurement at all, 
it is necessary to have a fixed point to start from ; this 
healthy man is the fixed point. 

Measurement has reference to certainty, and certainty 
is what we mo>t desire in medicine. A measured mile 
is a definite distance, an imaginary mile, having its 
origin and termination in the cranium of Paddy 
Ochhone, is a very different thing, though very like the 
ordinary measurements in medicine. 

The first thing that the physician wants, then, is a 
sound phj'siological standard, which he carries with 
him as he makes his rounds. It is lain by the side of 
the patient in bed, sits b}^ him on the chair, stands by 
him, walks by him, puts out its tongue, extends its 
hand to ^^ive the pulse, has lungs, bowels, kidneys, re- 
productive apparatus, etc., always at your service, and 
open for compar son. 

Disease is wrong life, and i\ wrong presupposes a 
right. To determine the existence of a wrong, we must 
know what the right is; to determine the character of 
the wrong, we must compare it in all its parts with the 
standard right. This is diagnosis, as the reader can at 
once see. 

How now shall we get this physiological standard. 
Clearly by observation with our own eyes, and the use 
of our own senses. Each man must make it for him- 
self, and give it distinctness by the education of bis 
own senses. Theoretical knowledge will not do. 
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If we take Huxley's first example, '' awake, asleep, 
dead," we find an excellent study. Can you tell the 
difference between the appearance of sleep, sleep and 
death ? Hardly by the first glance, and possibly only 
by a very close examination, and some experimenta- 
tion, (the last especially evidences a state of uncer- 
iain.y). But if we carefully observe the phenomena 
of sleep, in the infant, the child, the adult, we will soon 
have a healthy standard, and the expressions of sleep 
are so distinctive, that no one could deceive us by 
shamming sleep. 

So, too, if we carefully observe and study death, we 
wilP never mistake it. There are distinct expressions 
of body in death that can never be counterfeited. It is 
not only the absence of motion, of respiration, of pulse, 
or heart-beat, of heat, but there is an absence of the 
expression of life in its totality, and an expression of 
lifelessness that is characteristic. The relaxation of 
death is distinctive, as is the rigor-mortis, as is the de- 
composition of tissue. 

It is a good thing to have a standard of death for 
comparison as well as of life. Not that we usually 
have any doubt of death, but that we require it as a 
measure of life. It is well to have two points to mea- 
sure from — the standard of life and the standard of 
death. There is an approximate death, as well as a 
total death ; a dying by degree, or part, as well as a 
dying at once and in entirety. 

Talking a man in entirety, we find n distinct expres- 
sion when he walks, stands, sits, or lies. Every part 
of the man talks to us. his hands, his arms, his legs, his 
feet, even his '' calves may wink," as described by 
Dickens in one of his Christmas stories. 
3 
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We not only learn from this much of the physical life 
of the outer man, hut learn of the life within. The 
expression is the shadowing forth of the underlying 
nervous system, and this again of the real or spiritual 
man behind this. As physical, mental and moral 
health has a distinct expression in the outer man, which 
we purpose using as a standard of admeasure ; so all 
diseases, physical, mental and moral, have a distinct 
expression in the outer man. You will no more find 
disease under a healthy exterior, than you will find a 
devil in the garb of an angel. 

We have a standard temperature, which we may 
learn to recognize by the hand, though it is bcsl to 
measure it with a thermometer. We have a standard 
electrical condition as An important factor of life, which 
we will learn to recognize in the general expression 
and movement, the special expression of the face and 
eyes> and by the touch. And we have a standard 
formative force, which we will recognize in the expres- 
sion of tissues, and the sensations they give to touch. 

We have a standard color for the general surface, 
and for special parts that the eye will learn to recog- . 
nize, and use for comparison. We make this study 
thorough ; it is the skin at large, and then those por- 
tions where the circulation is less free, where it is very 
superficial and free, the nails, hair, veins, etc. We have 
a standard color for mucous membranes, for lif)s, gums, 
tongue, teeth, etc. 

We have a standard in touch — of smoothness, resist- 
ance, elasticity, size and association ; and we have it of 
every part of the body. Of course Ave have not learne I 
It of Huxley or Carpenter, but by the use of our own 
bands on the human body. 
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We have a ^^tanaurcl respiration, in frequency, fall- 
ness, depth and freedom, which is distinct and clear, 
and which we know of ourselves by observation. 

We have a standard circulation, which we know at 
the radial artery, by the even, distinct, I'egular blood 
wave that passes under our finger, as well as by the ex- 
pression and color of the surface, and the expression of 
parts associated with the heart in action. 

We have a standard condition of the digestive organs, 
which we learn from books and by observation. It 
don't take long to learn, even by the general expres- 
sion, and the special expression of the muscles of the 
mouth, whether a man has a good appetite, good diges- 
tion and good biood-making. Even constipation will 
be shadowed forth in the outer man so that one may re- 
cognize it. 

Blood-making and nutrition must have distinct ex- 
pression, and a standard for measurement will be readily 
formed, for all functional activit}'^ is dependent upon 
nutrition. 

The standard of healthy excretion by skin, kidneys, 
and bowels is readily formed by observation Not ob- 
servation on the sick, and under the influence of drugs, 
as man}' suj)pose, but upon the well. 

Thus Ave see it is possible to so learn our physiology, 
that itmay serve as the basis of a rational practice of 
medicine. And I think every reader will see that this 
education is essential to good diagnosis, and that its at- 
tainment is the first object in medicine. This is not a 
question of schools ; it is a question of sheer empiri- 
cism, (call it quackery if you will), or rational medi- 
cine ; it is a question of wheth«»r the physician is to be 
a coadjutor and aid to death, or wliether his influence 
will be upon the side of l^fe and health. 
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METHODS OF DIAGNOSIS. 

Where do we find the expressions of disease? When 
3^011 think of this question a moment, it doi»s not seera 
so easily answered ; indeed it furnishes good material 
for thought. Probably wo had better preface it with 
another, llow do we find the expressions of disease? 
Man has knowledge of things external to him, by means 
of the general sense of touch, and the special senses — 
sight, hearing, smell, taste. We may ask, then, when 
brought in contact with the sick, what do we feel, see, 
hear, smell, taste, that ditfcrs from the normal condi- 
tion — health. What the patient fee's, sees, hears, smells 
and tastes is not so important, for his senses are im- 
paired by disease, they have never been educated, 
and his mind is not in a good condition to receive im- 
pressions. 

I imagine the reaxler saying to himself^— well^-eally 
— I don't know about that. I don't feel my patients 
much, and am not sure that I leai-n much by feeling. 1 
see them — but — I don't know that I can tell the char- 
acter of disease by sight. I hear — yes — I hear all the 
patient has to tell me about his bowels, number of ope- 
rations, whether he passes wind up or down, or both, 
makes wator, wdiore he has ach s and pains, etc. I 
don't smell much, unless I examine tho bed-pan or 
chamber utensil, and I don't want to taste in the sick 
room. That is— he makes his diagnosis, from the 
patient's feelings, and not by the uso of his own senses 
— a ver}^ impM'fcct way of making a diagnosis. 

We have called attention to the uncertainty of diag- 
nosis from " what the patient says," j'et it is the corn- 
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mon means of diagnosis with all schools of medicine. 
If the patient was wholly trnthfiil there would be suf- 
ficient uncertainty, for they have little knowledge of 
disease, little skiU in observation, and from disease they 
are incapacitated for reasoning. The patient can not, in 
the very nature of the case, know very much of his dis- 
ease, and does not know that little well. 

li now we supplement this by the well known ten- 
dency to exaggeration by the sick and friends, we find 
still more uncertainty. You ask when you visit a 
patient whether he slept. The wife answers — " not a 
wink," and yet you know from the patient's expression 
that he has rested during the night, though his sleep 
may have been broken. Or the nurse answers, '* Oh, 
yes, he had a good night's rest," though the only 
ground she has for supposing so is because she slept 
herself, but the patient's expression shows you he has 
passed a restless night. You ask if the patient has 
taken food — *' no, he hasn't been able to take a bite." 
though 3^ou find on persistent inquiry, that he has had 
broth, or milk in sr.fficient quantity. Yon ask if he has 
passed urine — '• Oh, yes, sufficient," yet you see by the 
piiicl.ed, anxious countenance, and position of abdomen 
and pelvis, that he is suffering from retention or sup- 
pression of urine You ask if the patient suffers much 
— " Oh, yes," is the reply, " T have had severe pain," 
or ''I have suffered intensely," yet you see by the 
countenance that the statement is false or overdrawn. 

I do not believe that my patients are worse in this 
respect than others, yet 1 havu occasion to say to 
myself every daj", when listening to*the patient's or 
nurse's story — *' Madam, or sir, you are lying." Indeed, 
I have always made it a rule to believe nothing that 
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was told me in a sick room, unless ifc was corroborated 
by my examination of the patient. 

I have tried the experiment several times, of seeing 
how far the patient and attendarfts would ^o in their 
exai^geration. Take one that is imaginative, and by 
leading questions and promptings you can got tho 
symptoms of every ailment to which man is subject ; 
and the story will have more consistence and semblance 
of truth, the more the patient knows of disease. The 
nurse is frequently as bad as the patient in this respect, 
and quite ffs easily led to exf^ggeration. I had an illus- 
tration of this a few weeks since in the person of a 
monthly nurse The mother and child were doing well, 
yet you would think from the nurse's description that 
they wore just on the point of havinir every ailment 
that the puerperal state would afford. The mother was 
not easily influenced, or the nur.se would really have 
made her sick. 

Why has a good physician better success in diseases 
of children than in other cases ? There is no doubt of 
the fact, and I have heard it remarked many times — 
*• I would much rather treat children than adults — 
medicines act better." You can't question the child, and 
you learn but little tliat is important from the mr ther — 
how do you get your information? True, the mothor 
and friends will say — -Mt is so hard to doctor children, 
you can't find out what is tho matter with them " But 
a good practitioner knows better than this, and though 
possibly he has never thought about the subject, he 
knows he can treat children better than grown persons. 

^hy ? For t^e very good reason that he uses hU 
senses, and prescribes from what he knows, instead of 
til king the say-so of patient or nurse as a basis for the 
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prescription. If I should suggest to you, that in the 
practice of obstetrics you should place dependence 
upon the statement of nurse and patient, instead of 
making an " examination " — ^you would think it most 
absurd. Yet, in reality, it is not more absurd, than de- 
pending upon the story of nr.rse and patient in ordi- 
nary diseases. 

If these are facts, and I think the experience of every 
reader must satisfy him that they are, we want to 
change our niethod and get a better basis for diagnosis 
and prescription in diseases of the adult. Let us sup- 
pose every patient a child — which they are in fact, so 
fkr as medicine is concerned — and give them the same 
careful examination that we would to the child, and 
thus reach conclusions from what we know, rather than 
from what patients or nurses say. 

We do not wish to lose the advantage of any infor- 
mation we may get from patient or nurses, but we pro- 
pose to make no suggestions in the manner or charac- 
ter of questions, that will bring false answers. There 
are some things the patient will know, and a little care 
will frame the questions so as to get at the real facts. 
There are some things the friends or nurse will know, 
and direct questions will usually bring straight replies. 
But there are many things that neither can know any- 
thing about, at least with any certainty, and these 
should always be avoided. 

All answers should pass in review of our own senses, 
and what we know of health and disease. These are 
the judges, and if the evidence is good it will have their 
approval ; if it does not have their approval we throw 
it to one side. We do not purpose receiving anything 
tb"t is opposed to what We know of disease, and we do 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



STUDl 01 OIAGNOSIS. 



not purpose believing anything that is opposed to the 
evidences of our senses. 



THE EDUCATION OF ' THE SENSES. 

We have already seen that the education necessary 
to raake a good phj^sician, is not from books, or of the 
memory — both good in their place, but insufficient. 
The education that gives the best results, and makes 
the successful practitioner, is of the senses, and of the 
brain to receive impressions, and make deductions. 

We have called attention to the proper study of an- 
atomy, by which one may know the structure of the 
human bod}^ of himself; and the right study of phy- 
siology, by which one may Tcnow the various activities 
of this mechanism. To make these attainments re- 
quires study — not midnight oil burned in reading 
books, but the continuous exercise of our senses upon 
the human body, living and dead. 

The same course of study is necessary to know dis- 
ease. The description from Aitkin, Wood or Scudder, 
is not the knowledge we want ; it is not what another 
man knows that is of advantage to us, any more than 
it is another man's dinner that sustains our life. We 
want to know disease for ourselves, and we learn it by 
the exercise of our senses upon diseased bodies. 

If the senses, then, are the instruments by which we 
obtain knowledge, it will at once be patent to the reader 
that their development and <^oodness will be the mea- 
sure of our abilit}^ and our attaiiiments. Hence the 
man of educated and acute senses will be far superior 
to and have every advantai^e over the man who has not 
been thus trained and developed. 
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Most persons seem to think that the human senses 
are natural, not acquired — that they are born to us, and 
not the result of education. This is a very great mis- 
take, and a grave error to the physician. Man is born 
with an organism that, so tc speak, has germinal capaci- 
ties for use, and its future development is by normal 
use. The child at birth has perfect hands and arms, 
every bone, muscle, bloodvessel and nerve being there j 
but they are as yet wholly useless. Its feet and legs 
have all the parts of the adult, but it can not walk, or 
even wag its toes under the influence of the will. Its 
eyes are perfect, yet the images formed upon the retina 
are wholly without meaning, and might quite as well 
be a blank. 

The child slowly learns to use its hands, and months 
pass before it can hold an object, and a still further time 
before it can move the object in obedience to the will. 
We see it day by day learning to nee, slowly taught by 
its surroundings. And the adaptation of the nether 
limbs to walking is the persistent work of the first 
twelve or sixteen months. Compare the child of these 
attainments of one year with the child of two years,- 
and you see a wonderful difference. The education has 
been continually going on during this period, and with 
continued use in right directions comes increased devel- 
opment. At the third year there is further improve- 
meni, and thus, as we go on to the fifth, the tenth, the 
twentieth year, we observe a continued education of 
the senses, and a better development of them. 

I want to call attention to the fact tliat we find every 
grade of development in different individuals, from the 
first year up to maturit}', and that this development 
does not always depend upon the original capacity. A 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




STUDY OF DIAGNOSIS. 

difference in use or in education, so to speak, gives dif- 
ferent capacities. It is not in the initial or starting 
point, but in the method of progress, that gives the 
fully developed sense. If the child has been rightly- 
directed, and the senses have been rightly used, they 
will have proportionate capacity. 

Many who would admit that the human senses'are 
acquired, think of them as being acquired verj- much 
as the man increases in stature and weight, and some- 
thing essentially belonging to this period of growth. 
They conclude that the senses grow with the body, and 
attain maturit}^ when it has reached the full size and 
stature of a man ; and now a man, having his full 
capacity, will find neither increase nor diminution so 
long as he may live. They measure a man in all his 
parts in this way ; his every function is now developed 
•for life. A greater mistake could not be made. 

The law of development is ahvays in operation in the 
human body, as it is throughout the animal and vege- 
table world. Ab any organ or part is rightly uaed^ it grows 
in capacity. Not only in infanc}', in childhood, up to 
adult years, but each and every year of a man's life to 
old age. It is more marked, of course, wiien the repro- 
ductive powers are active, but it is always a law of life. 
The man between thirty and forty yojivs, will find that 
ho still has the germs of a large capacity, which needs 
but the right use for development. He may grow logs, 
arms, body, chest, lungs, train, the sense of touch, of 
taste, of smell, of hearing, of sight, if he will; all that 
is necessary is, that he should rightly \iso that he has. 

Shakspeare makes his typical Dogberry say, 

"To be a well-favored man is the gift of fortune; 
But to write and read comes by nature" 
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But however it may be with reading and writing, very 
surely acute sight, smell, taste, bearing, touch, do not 
come by nature. Wo all recollect the tedious process 
of education — how we slowly attained our A, B, O's, 
and what a work we had done when we could spell b-a 
ba, k-e-r ker, baker — and so on through, whether it has 
been little or much. This is the type of education, and 
this is the way it is obtained — little by little, and by 
continuous application. 

But there is another view of the question, quite as 
important to many persons. The law is not only ope- 
rative in the one direction — to increase functional 
capacity-r-but quite as much so in the other direction — 
to lessen or take away that we have. The part or organ 
disused loses its functional capacity, becomes atrophied, 
and finally loses the power of reproduction — is wholly 
gone. The Indian Faakar, who vows to hold his arms 
above his head, finds aftor years are passed, that they 
are no longer obedient to the will, are lost. This is the 
case with any part of the body — with the organs of 
»pecial sense, and with the brain and its functional ac- 
tivities It is the application in the human body of 
Christ's parable of the talents : 

" For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling 
into a far country, who called his own servants, and de- 
livered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave 
five talents, to another two, and to another one; to 
every man according to his several ability ; and straight- 
way took his journey. Then he that had received the 
&VG talents went and traded witii the same, and made 
Other five tnleiUs. And likewise he that had received 
two he also gained other two. But he that had re- 
ceived one, went and digged in the earth and hid his 
lord's money." 
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The reader will recollect the application of the para- 
ble — the one who had aaed his talents found them in- 
creased ; the one who buried his, had taken away from 
him that which he had. The divine Teacher enunci- 
ated a law as wide as the universe, and as applicable to 
physical and mental growth, as to moi*al development. 
It is just as app icublo to the training of the senses of 
the physician, as it is to the growth of the moral nature 
of man. The lesson is clear : if we want anything, we 
must work for it ; if we wnll not work, we lose that we 
have. 

Man has conscious life in his brain and through his 
senses. Take away his senses, and he has lost all com- 
munication with the world without. Through his 
senses he has pleasurable life, and it is deep and broad 
in proportion to their developinent. One would think 
that this would be sufficient incentive to their full de- 
velopment. But, unfortunately, men dislike work, not 
realizing that even this will prove a pleasure. 

It is the continued and orderly exercise of parts that 
gives them increased capacity. Not by fits and starts, 
but continuously, day by day, week by week, month by 
month, year bj^year. The organs of special sense have 
in them a mechanism for skilled use, as well as for the 
gross purposes of life, and it is this skilled use we pur- 
pose to call forth in diagnosis. 

Man has five senses — of touch, of sight, of hearing, 
of smell, of taste — all of which are useful in this stiidy, 
and all require training. The physician of unskilled 
touch, sight, hearinu^, smell, taste, can never be suc- 
cessful. It is hardly necessary to give examples of 
this, as every reader's experience will show it a truism, 
but a few may stimulate thought. 
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In the obstetric art the skilled touch is the important 
clement of success to the accoucheur. Without it he is 
groping in the dark, and is obliged to sit passively by 
the bedside and wait. He can not know, and of course 
can not give intelligent assistance when assistance may 
be required. In the same way the unskilled touch 
could never use a knife in surgery, could not pass a 
catheter, could not recognize the variations of the pulse, 
could not determine the condition of the skin, could not 
do a great many things that might be done if the touch 
were educated. 

The untaught ej^e can not distinguish the variations 
of form, size, color, and other physical properties of 
bodies, which tell of condition, and functional activity. 
To the extent that it is uneducated the man is blind 
and of necessity is groping in the dark. 

The untaught ear has no use for the beautiful mechan- 
ism that adapts the organ to receive the varied impres- 
sions of sound. It can hear thunder, and it can hear 
noise, but to the " concord of sweet sounds " it fs deaf 
Fn medicine the ear requires education by use in order 
to detect some of the minute sounds, as the '' respira- 
tor}'- murmur," and a still further education to detect 
the minute shades of difference in sound, which tell of 
disease 

The same may be said of the educated senses of smell 
and taste. The uneducated nose may recognize the 
genus stink, but has no power of analysis; as it mny 
recognize fragrance, and have no pleasure from it. To 
the uneducated taste all substances are savory, or un- 
pheasant, and with this gross classification the sense is 
satisfied. To the educated taste there is every grada- 
tion of the one and the other, and a power of discrimi- 
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nation that is sometimes really wonderful in its acute 
ness. 

How MAY WE Cultivate the Senses? — This is the 
really imporUint question, though the answer has been 
partly given in the above study. We cultivate the 
senses by continuously using them, and their education 
is the work of months and years. We can always find 
objects to exercise theni upon, the training school is all 
about ns, and we have only to make intelligent use of 
the facilities at our command. It is well, however, to 
have an intelligent plan, and follow it up asdduously, 
re collecting that " time, patience and perseverance will 
accom])lish all things." 

The senses are intiniatel}'' associated with the brain, 
and their education implies a mental training as well. 
Whilst we develop the ortran of sense by use, we develop 
the brain upon which the impression is made, and the 
higher brain which takes cognizance of, and analyzes 
the sensations. The development is thus a double on«, 
and both are essentials in correct diagnosis. A plan 
presupposes thought, the act of the rational mind, as 
well as orderly activity,'*' 

^Sensations and Judgment. — (That the reader may have 
before him a brief synopsis of the physiology of sensation, I give 
the following description from Huxley's Physiology:) 

"In explaining the functions of the sensory^ organs, I have 
hitherto confined myself to describing the means by which the 
physical agent of a sensation is enabled to irritate a given sen- 
sory nerve ; and to giving some account of the simple sensations 
which are thus evolved. 

" Simple sensations of this kind are such as might be produced by 
Ihe irritation of a single norve-fibre, or of several nerve-fibrea 
by the same agent. Such are the sensations of contact, of 
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The Tou.ch. — The tactile sense has its hi,i::he8t de- 
velopment in the hands, and it is in this locality,- espe- 
cially, that we purpose cultivating it. Delicacy of touch 
16 associated with a normal condition of the skin, and 
necessitates care of the hands. It does not mean a life 
of idleness, but it means proper protection from cold, 
cleanliness, and an avoidance of such work as thickens 
the epidermis, or gives it unnatural hardness. " Clean 
hands and a pure heart " is a gospel expression that 
we can well apply to medicine, both essentials. Show 
me the physician with rough, unpleasant, grimy hands, 
and I will show 3'ou the man who is unsuccessful in his 
calling, and is being graduall}^ imbruted in his nature. 
The hand is the characteristic feature of man, and is 
the outer expression of the reason within, and the 
spirit that is above the beast. A French writer once 
remarked, " Show me the man's hand, and I will tell 
you what manner of man he is." 

A plan of use? It suggests itself at once — we will 
exercise our touch upon every object we come in con- 
tact with. Here are objects large and small, long and 
short, rough and smooth, of varied form, with special 
Inequalities of surface, of varied consistence, and we 



warmth, of sweetness, of an odor, of a musical note, of whiteness, 
or redness. 

" But very few of our sensations are thus simple. Most of 
even those which we are in the habit of regarding as simple, are 
really compounds of different sensations, or of sensations with 
ideas, or with judgments. For exa.mple. in tho preceding cases, 
it is very difficult to separate the sensation of contact from the 
judgment that something is touching us; of sweetness, from the 
idea of something in the mohth ; of sound or light, from the 
Judgment that something outside us is shining, or sounding." 
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purpose feelini( them until we can recognize them as 
well in the dark as in the light. 

We take the bones of the skeleton, and learn to re- 
cognize them hj the touch as well as by the sight. Our 
Profs. Freeman or Howe will tell you the bones as well 
by touch as by sight. We take the dead body, and 
train the touch to recognize every part, by its form and 
resistance. We take the living body, and learn to re- 
cognize the impressions given by the skin, fascise, mus- 
cles, bones, and by the cavities of the body. 

Attention has already been called to t^e necessity of 
the skilled touch in the obstetric art. You know a ver- 
tex presentation by the impression made upon the fin- 
gers brought in contact with the head. You determine 
fontanelles and sutures in the same wa}', and thus know 
the position. The nates give a different impression, 
and the finger recognizes the genitalia of male and 
female, as additional evidence. It recognizes a shoulder 
or elbow, a hand, a knee, cr foot. How? Not intui- 
tively ; we have no natural knowledge of this kind, it is 
cultivated. Shall we wait until in obstetric practice we 
learn and acquire askilled touch ? That would be very 
bad policy, cspeciall}' for our patients. The sense of 
touch is first trained hy general use, and then we find 
opportunity upon the child alreadj^ born, to acquire the 
knowledge of how a cranium, suture, fontanelle, nates, 
genitalia, shoulder, elbow, hand, knee, foot, feels — it is 
easy enough to find the opportunity, if one is inclined 
to learn, and it is casj- to get tl.is necessarj- skill in 
obstetric diagnosis if one is inclined to improve his 
opportunities. 

Sight. — The sense of sight is one of the most impor- 
tant in diagnosis, and it, like others, requires education, 
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both as to the eye which receives and the brain upon 
which impressions are made. The eye receives im- 
pressions of color, and by education learns to detect 
the form, size, distance, and many of the physical prop- 
erties of objects. 

Color being one of the prominent characteristics of 
health and disease, the ability to accurately distinguish 
colors must be a great aid to the physician. The un- 
educated eye receives the impress of color very much 
as it does light and shade, attaching about the same 
meaning to it, but when trained by use, it readily de- 
tects slight variations. 

It is quite easy to form a cabinet of colors, from 
natural objects which may be studied in detail, and 
this is suggested to the reader in preference to giving 
the color sheets here as first intended. The vegetable 
and insect worlds furnish them in great abundance, and 
specimens can be readily preserved. Quite soon the 
eye has learned to distinguish color from light and 
shade, and in a few weeks will become quite skilled, 
and yield much pleasure by the habit of observation 
thus acquired. There is nothing trivial in nature, and 
nothing so poor or worthless that it should not be 
known ; this is especially true to the physician because 
he must be a student of nature, to be able to deal with 
nature's greates£ work, the human life. 

The practical education of the eye to color is com- 
pleted upon the human body. We find distinct varie- 
ties of color in health — of skin, of mucous membranes, 
of parts where the circulation is superficial, showing 
arterial blood, of veins, of the eye, the nails and the 
hair. We want to learn to know the healthy man by 
his color, and we may know him by this. 
4 
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There is also abundant opportunity to edacate the 
eye to the variations of color in disease, so that the^'' will 
be readily recognized, and their (rue meaning known. 
We may procure types of these morbid colors, so that 
we will be enabled to refresh the memory with them. 
Some of these will be given further along in this work, 
but the reader is advised to select samples of other 
colors for himself. 

The training the eye to the determining of size is not 
80 important, yet will be found quite useful. One phy- 
sician will recognize a swelling, which evidences local 
disease, which another has failed to notice. So one 
will recognize a fullness of skin, of cellular tissue, of 
mucous membrane, of tongue, which another fails to 
see. 

Training the eye to recognize form is very important, 
both to the physician and surgeon. The trained eye 
of the surgeon at once detects a deformity, and deter- 
mines its cause, whether from fracture, dislocation, or 
structural disease. The trained eye of the physician 
should be able to recognize at once the general form of 
health, in the posture and expression of the patient, 
and the evidences of disease in the changes of form, in 
position, in sitting, lying, in the position of the limbs, 
and in the expression of the features. The trained eye 
recognizes changes in the form of the tongue, which 
express conditions of disease, and call for special reme- 
dies. 

Hearing. — Physicians do not seem to have realized 

the importance of the ear in diagnosis. It is true that 

we have a system of physical diagnosis for diseases of 

^ the chest, which the student is advised to learn ; but, 
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unfortunately, the advice is not supplemented by the 
lesson we are trying to teach — that these organs must 
bo educated. The student applies his untrained ear, 
and hcai-s nothing, or is unable to distinguish variations 
in sound, andlbecoming disgusted, gives physical diag- 
Dosis over to the expert or the specialist. Even if he 
persists in trying to learn, he finds that he can not hear 
the sounds described in the books, (simply because there 
are no such sounds produced),, and is thus discouraged. 

All nature is vocal witii sound, and the sounds are 
the expressions of life. The old Hebrew poet recog- 
nized this fact, and gives expression to it — even " the 
morning stars sang together." All nature is vocal with 
sound, but to the uneducated ear it mi^ht quite as well 
be still, for it expresses naught to him. Train the ear, 
and educate the brain, and we have a " concourse of 
sweet sounds," taking the entire range of life, express- 
ing all its feelings, its hopes, its fears, its griefs, its 
cares, its pleasures, its pains. It recognizes the love 
song of the bird, the tone of wedded bliss, the gush of 
parental affection, the cry for assistance, the shriller cry 
of assault, the song of victory, the wail of defeat, and 
the moan of death. 

There is a fascination in the study of sound when 
once commenced, that will carry the observer on, and 
he will find a continued reward from it. If we take up 
the single study of the expression of animals in their 
cry, we find it of wonderful interest. We learn to re- 
cognize the speech of bird and beast, tboui^h we may 
not have slept with the fairies, as did the little boy of 
old. The cry of pain in the animal kingdom is so ex- 
pressive, that it will be recognized^ at once, and pretty 
Boon we will find ourselves locating and giving charaa 
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ter to the dis ase by this expression. One of the most 
striking examples of this I have ever witnessed, was in 
the case of a pet goat that was poisoned by eating 
paint The cry was as expressive as that of a child, 
and one involuntarily located the wrong in the intes- 
tinal canal — it was lead colic. 

" Ears ye have but ye hear not," is applicable to the 
physician in ordinary. He is diligent in questioning 
the sick, and 'seems to think there is wisdom in the 
thoughts of the poor sick brain. The expressions of 
the voice, which tell the condition of the brain, and of 
the life of the man, to a considerable extent, is never 
heard, the doctor is deaf 

In auscultation, the first lesson is in learning to hoar. 
It requires close and continued study to hear the respi- 
ratory murmur distinctl}', and this study must be con- 
tinued if we expect to recognise the variations of this 
and the sounds ])roduced in the bronchial tubes. Skill 
in physical diagnosis does not come by nature ; it is the 
'result of study, and the education of the ear and brain. 
No man can expect to succeed in it unless he is willing 
to give months to it, first to educate the ear to the hear- 
ing and analysis of sound, and next to the hearing and 
analysis of the sounds heard in the chest. 

Smell. — Of still less importance is the sense of smell, 
and yet it has its place in diagnosis. A good nose is a 
good, thing, and the sense of olfaction should not only 
be a safeguard to the individual, warning him of noxious 
influences, but should be a source of pleasure as well. 
To some extent this sense is instinctive, especially as it 
warns against irritant substances, and leads to their 
avoidance. But it is one that may be educated to a 
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very high degree. We have examples of this in some 
varieties of merchandising. The wine merchant grades 
his wine by its boquet, as well as the taste. The tea 
dealer will classify his wares, and price them, by their 
odor, as will the fancy grocer with a majority of the 
edibles he deals in. 

We want a good nose for the purposes of diagnosis, 
and we especially want a good nose that it may look 
after the hygienic surroundings of our patients. There 
is an abundance of bad smells about the eick room, 
some peculiar to the condition of disease, and some the 
result of want of cleanliness and ventilation. We want 
to know them, and to do so we require an educated 
nose. 

What is an educated nose ? It is one so trained by 
use that it transmits sensations to the brain, which has 
also been trained by use to receive and analyze them. In 
other words, it is the association of brain and nose in 
the work. This sense is educated in the same manner 
as the others. We find odorous objects, and use this 
sense in their cognition. Pursuing the study we learn 
to discriminate between odors, and to recognize them 
immediately, .«^.nd the character or condition of bodies 
they express. 

It will req^'jre but little training to enable this sense 
to detect the unpleasant surroundings of a patient. The 
first impression of the air of the sick room tells of a 
want of ventilation, of a deficient supply of oxygen, a 
superabundance of carbonic acid gas, and a surplus of 
foul gases. The nose not only recognizes these wrongs, 
but will insist upon their abatement. It says, open the 
windows and doors, let in the sunlight, build an open 
fire, and wash up. There is no mistaking the language, 
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and the physician feels that he must carry out its 
orders. 

It recognizes a want of bathing upon the part of the 
patient, dirty clothing, dirty bed-clothes, a foul chamber 
utensil under the bed, dirty dressings, dirty or bad 
food, dirty medicines, and says in unmistakable lan- 
guage, get these things away. " Cleanliness is next to 
godliness," and of far more importance in the recovery 
of the sick. 

It will also point out conditions of disease, and talk to 
you of special medicines. It sa3'S, typhoid, sepsis, loss 
of life and breaking down of tissue plainly ; and sug- 
gests for your consideration an individual of the group 
antiseptic — chlorate of potash, sulphite of soda, sul- 
phurous acid, carbolic acid, baptisia, permanganate of 
potash, etc. 

Taste. — Whilst the sense of taste is a good thing, 
and should be well cared for, we do not propose to 
make much use of it in medicine. It is well, however, 
to use it upon the food prepared for the sick, because 
we find a great many wrongs here. People have not 
lost the old impression that the sick need no food, and 
that it makes but little difference what kind is given, or 
how it is prepared. If the physician does not look 
after this, he will find many times that his patient is 
being starved because food is unpalatable, or so badly 
prepared that it is indigestible, or so changed in char- 
acter, that it really does the patient a wrong. 

If the physician has a right appreciation of the ne- 
cessity of good food, and the nurse or friends know 
that he will make it his business to look after it, and 
see that it is well prepared, they will probably use 
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more care, and will ask for information when it is re- 
quired. 

There are some things that the physician will do well 
not to cultivate a taste for or in. He should not be a 
connoisseur in liquors. It is far better that the patient 
run the risk of gettini^ bad whisky, brandy, or wine, 
than that his medical attendant should have acquired 
the abilit}' to determine for him. If there is any one 
roj^d shorter than another to want of success, loss of 
character, poverty and wretchedness, it is the habit of 
tipplinj;. The road seems especially broad, smooth and 
direct to the doctor, and he may well apply the old 
Latin quotation from Virgil : ^'Facilis descensus Averni'^ ; 
and the second line — " but to escape is indeed a work 
of difficulty." 

We have thus briefly examined the means by which 
one is prepared for the practice of medicine. The 
reader will have noticed that we place great stress on 
self-education, as the basis of skilled diagnosis and 
therapeutics. All knowledge is available in medicine, 
and we do not wish to depreciate the ordinary medical 
course of study, and would advise that the study of 
medicine and the collateral sciences should be carried as 
far as possible — and it is possible, even with the busiest 
man, to make very considerable attainments outside, as 
well as inside the range of studies usually pursued. 
Still, unless the physical organism be trained to use, 
our other education will prove a dead letter. It is the 
means that brings man in relationship to, and gives him 
cognizance of his surroundings and the world at large. 
He not only has knowledge of things through his 
senses, but his practical knowledge is in proportion to 
their education and acuteness. 
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In the study of disease it will be best to change the 
order in which we have noticed them here. The phy- 
sician sees his patient first, and then the examination 
commences with the sight, touch, hearing, smell, taste. 
This may be regarded as the natural order, and we will 
observe it in the further study of the subject. 



THE USE OF THE SENvSES IN THE DIAO 
NOSIS OP DISEASE. 

It is well to notice that we have a two-fold object in 
studying. We wi^h to determine the locality and 
nature of disease — its pathology ; but wo also wish to 
deteri\Line those agencies which will oppose disease and 
restore health — its therapeutics. These are both im- 
portant studies, and we do not wish to neglect either, 
yet the reader will see that the last is the practical one. 
If we can determine what will cure, we have accom- 
plished the important object oi medicine. 

The means of cure have held a secondary place in 
medicine, and indeed it seemed sometimes that it held 
no place. Phj^sicians would be very learned as to 
pathology, and able to divide and subdivide the lesions 
of function and structure until the}^ would be " an im- 
mense multitude," yet 3'ou could count their remedies 
upon your fingers, and . these wore of the olden time, 
devitalizing, and most absurd. You would find an im- 
mense volume on pathology and diagnosis, teeming 
with wisdom, and a therapeutics meager and feeble in 
everything but its power to do harm. 
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In this study we wish to make therapeutics occupy 
the first place, and the diagnosis will mean remedies^ 
whenever this is possible. We do not care so much to 
affix a name, by which the wrong may be known, as to 
prefix a remedy by the means of which the disease will 
not be known. Or to put it in pjainer form, the object 
of examination is to determine what will cure. 

It is my opinion that we can so study disease, that 
its symptoms or expressions will talk to us of individual 
remedies, and in language so plain that it can not bo 
misunderstood. As this is the first object of study, we 
will keep it constantly in view. 



• DIAGNOSIS BY THE EYE. 

The educated eye requires no prompting to do its 
work in the examination of the sick — its training is to 
this end. It takes in the appearance of the patient and 
his surroundings in all their detail. An effort of the 
will is required to make the mind attentive, and to co- 
ordinate the impressions, and reach conclusions from 
them. 

It would seem unnecessary to say that many conditions 
of disease find outward expression through the muscu- 
lar system and its investing connective tissue and skin, 
and that the physician should recognize them as soon 
as his eyes have made their examination, and yet the 
study of medicine is pursued as if this were not so. 
The doctor is very eager to see the patient's tongue and 
feel his pulse, and ask all manner of questions pertinent 
and absurd, but he is blind to those natural expressions, 
or if he learns, it is slowly and because the facts are 
5 
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forced upon his consciousness. Tlie reason is obvious — 
his attention has never been directed to it, and he has 
ikiled to study the subject as it was presented to him 
in practice. 

This study requires an exercise of the mind, and that 
the reader may commence thinicing to advantage, we 
will take some very familiar examples in the animal 
kingdom. Let us see, for a moment, how animals ex- 
press emotion (the action of the mind in so far as it is 
developed). If you notice your dog or cat for a few 
days, you will see the clear expression of the entire 
range of the emotions, anger, fear, love, hate, joy, grief, 
consideration, conclusions reached, etc., and so plainly 
that you can make no mistake. Examine your horse, 
and you will find the same clear and striking language 
of expression. It is really wonderful, this voiceless 
language of animal life, and well repays study. 

Supposing now we study the expression with refer- 
ence to rest. You notice the dog taking bis siesta^ and 
carefully scan his posture and feature, and the idea of 
reit is so strongly impressed that you are sure you 
could not be mistaken. Whistle sharply, and notice the 
change to a position and expression of activity and ex- 
pectant attention. Give his ear a sharp pinch, and you 
will see the evidences of pain as clearly as you would 
in the expression of man. * 

Think of the sickness you have seen among animals. 
The cat or dog with a " sick stomach " — before they 
have made an effort at vomiting you have jumped for 
the door to let them out. In ordinary ailments the 
drooping head, ears and tail, the expressionless eyes 
and face, and indeed the entire want of muscular ex- 
prcasion, tells the story of impairment of life. Take 
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an irritative disease, of the intestines for instance, and 
the marked contraction of muscuhir tissue; the rough 
ened coat, the strong drawn lines of the face, the re- 
tracted lips, tell you the kimi of wrong. 

Woukl you know if j'^our horse was sick hy his ex- 
pression f I think you would, and if the subject had a 
little stud}' 3'ou would know the kind, of sickness as 
well. U you found him in the morning with drooping 
ears and tail, expressionless ejes and nose, you would 
hardl}'^ take him out for a day*8 ride. You ivcognize 
the expression of exhaustion from over-work, and feel 
80 much for your companion that the stable is visited 
before retiring, and you probably know from his pos- 
ture and expression in. the stall whether he is resting, 
or in a condition that precludes rest. 

If in driving you notice the ears drooping or turned 
backward continuous!}', you know there is something 
wrong. That the one means a wrong of exhaustion, 
and the other a wrong of irritation. If 3'ou notice his 
tail fall helplessly between his legs, you feel sure he is 
in no condition for work, is suffering from exhaustion. 
Suppose you observe an unnatural twist in his. tail to 
one side, and you are quite as sure he is sick, the dis- 
ease one of irritation, probably xjolic. 

Carry this observation a little further, and watch the 
jjrocess of labor in animals, and you will be still more 
surprised nt the wonderful mechanism of voiceless ex- 
prt ixsion. You will be able to read the history as plainly 
as if expressed in language. The process of dilatation, 
tlie exi)ulsivo second stage, the tedious and difficult 
labor, the ii'regular and inefficient uterine contractions, 
the rigid soft i)arls, etc. Let us watch the case of a 
cow with puerperal fever, (yes, she has puerperal fever, 
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and other puerperal diseases as has the human mother), 
and 30U will see every phase of suffering, and see it so 
distinctly that you can not forget it if 3-ou would. 

You notice a horse put out one of his feet in stand- 
ing, and at once 3'ou think of disease. By the expres- 
sion of the leg and its position, your accomplished 
horseman will locate the wrong for you; telling yon 
whether it is in the shoulder, leg, knee, in the lower 
articulations, or in the hoof. How does he tell? Be- 
cause the leg has a language, and he has learned it. 

I have cited these examples as subjects of thought. 
This study requires thought, and the doctor is so little 
in the habit of right thinking with reference to human 
disease and diagnosis, and so certain that everything 
must be known, that it is better to get a basis for 
thought outside. If the reader recognizes the truth of 
these statements, and can confirm them by observation, 
he will say at once — " if disease is thus clearlj'' ex- 
pressed in the lower animals, there must be similar ex- 
pressions in man, and the subject is well worth my 
attention." Disease has a voiceless language, and it is 
this we wish to study, but in order to do sosucces-^fullj', 
the reader must get a basis for thought, commence to 
think of it, and find his illustrations in every-day life. 

It is well to have clearly before us at the commence- 
ment, the objects of the examination, and the facts that 
may be determined ; they may be classified as follows: 
1st. The right life that we designate as health ; 2d. The 
wrong of life that we call disease— the amount of vital 
impairment; 3(1. The condition of rest; 4ih. The con- 
dition of unrest ; 5lh. Disease of excitation ; 6th. Dis- 
ease of depression ; 7th. Pain; 8th. The evidence of 
local disease, both as to structures involved, and kind. 
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Decumbence. — In acute disease, tbe impairment of 
life is usually such that the patient assumes and keeps 
a horizontal position, as this requires the expenditureof 
much less power than any other. We use the term de- 
cumbence in. preference to the old medical one, decuhi- 
fus, and it is defined by Worcester as " The act, or the 
posture of lying down, prostration." In health the de- 
cumbent position is associated with the idea of rest, 
and when assumed at unusual times, with the idea of 
debility. Thus the first idea obtained from seeing the 
patient in bed is, that there is impairment of life. It 
would be a blessing to the sick if the physician could 
get this fact so thoroughljMmpressed, that he would re- 
fuse to depress the life still more by the administration 
of drugs. 

Evidently this fact is one of much importance, and 
whilst the general expression may not be absolute evi- 
dence, it is among the best we have. If in acute dis- 
ease the patient keeps his bed all the time, there is con- 
siderable impairment of life. If in ordinary chronic 
disease we find the patient frequently assuming the de- 
cumbent position, and maintaining it for a considerable 
time, we have to consider it an evidence of enfeeble- 
ment, and we husband our patient's strength, and em- 
p'oy the class of remedies known as restorative, with 
appropriate food. 

Studying the patient's expression in bed, we find that 
it gives us additional information. If he lie on his 
sides, changes his position readilj^, holds his shoulders 
and extremities in position, we conclude that the im- 
pairment is not great as yet. But if we see him in- 
clined to lie upon the back, or if upon the side that the 
shoulder falls forward or down, the arm falls and is 
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cxprefisionless, tlie upper leg and hip show the inclina- 
tion to fall, and even the soft tissues of the face droop, 
we are certain there is great impairment of life, and the 
treatment musf be conservative and restorative. In the 
worst case, where the patient lies continuously upon his 
back, and is inclined to slip toward the foot of the bod, 
physicians usuall}' recognize the approach of .death. 

There can be no mistake about the importance of the 
inquiry, or the character and certaint}' of these expres- 
sions. If we know that the life is feeble, we will care- 
full}' husband it, and guard against unnecessary expen- 
diture. If we know the life is feeble, we will be sure 
to avoid unpleasant and harsh medicines, especially the 
class antiphlogistic. If we know the life is feeble, we 
will ap]>reciate the importance of keeping the digestive 
organs in good condition, and giving the necessary 
food. If w^e know the life is feeble, and we have any- 
thing in our Materia Medica that will aid and strengthen 
it, we will realize the importance of its use. 

To determine the condition of rest or unrest is of 
great importance. When a man or a part is sick, rest 
is necessary to recovery, and very much of the treat- 
nrient used looks to procuring rest. The position of de- 
cumbonce is assumed to get rest, yet we find that many 
times it is not suflScient. It is well to know that we 
have to think of this ^vith reference to sleep as when 
awake, for though sleep usually means rest in health, it 
may not give rest in disease. 

It is well to get an idea of perfect rest in health, as a 
standard of comparison. Observe the child sleeping, 
and the perfect equipoise of the entire muscular system, 
and the natural position of the extremities show the 
condition of rest. Even when the child falls asleep in 
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a constrained and unnatural position, the body so 
adapts itself to it, that we Lave the idea of rest. A 
group of harvest workmen, taking their noonday rest 
on the grass under the shade of a tree, wiU give every 
shade of this restful expression, and is well worth our 
study. We learn something here that can not be told 
in words, but which serves as. an excellent standard of 
comparison at the sick bed. Notice the position of a 
healthy person in sleep, especially how the body accom- 
modates itself to bed and pillows, so that one position 
will sometimes bo maintained the whole night, with 
rest to every part. 

Now when we come to examine the sick, the condi- 
tion of unrest is clearly expressed. The body does not 
accommodate itself to the bed, and the effort to main- 
tain the position shows itself in the constraint of dif- 
ferent parts. We see it in the evident contraction of 
the cervical muscles to hold the head in position ; in 
the unnatural flexure of the extremities to maintain the 
body and themselves in position. We have every 
gradation of these expressions, from that which comes 
some time after the position of the body has been 
moved, when the patient is tired, to that which is so 
continuously marked, that we know the patient has not 
one moment's rest. 

The position of the body also tells us something with 
reference to the fifth and sixth propositions — whether 
the disease is one of excitation or depression, especially 
as regards the circulation. This also is an important 
element in diagnosis, and refers us to appropriate reme- 
dies. 

The condition of excitation is marked by constraint 
and undue contraction. We notice it in the exp^ession 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



66 STUDY OE DIAGNOSIS. 

of the entire person, and of special parts. In the first 
it has reference to the entire body, in the second it is 
more the expression of local disease. The ideas that 
we get is of want of ease, and of constant eifort on the 
part of the muscular system to obtain it. An unusual 
and constrained position of one or more of the extremi- 
ties is quite a common expression. It may be but 
flexure of one leg, throwing it out or from the body, or 
a contraction and elevation of one shoulder, or a prone 
fore-arm and hand with marked muscular contraction, 
or an unpleasant constrained position of the head, with 
prominence of the cervical muscles, or we may have it 
in facial expression. Once the mind is directed to it, 
these features are quickly learned, and having the 
knowledge of health, we quickly determine the extent 
of the lesion. 

The evidences of enfeebled function — depression^ are 
just the opposite. Whilst in the previous case, we have 
an unusual excitement of the nerves, and of the vascu- 
lar systems, in this we have deficient innervation, and 
impaired circulation. In this there is want of expres-. 
sion, the body lies, so to speakj as if no effort were made 
to hold it in position ; parts fall of their own weight. 
This want of expression is noticed especially in the 
subcutaneous muscles, and in the skin, giving an un- 
pleasant uniformity of surface, and a sodden expression 
to the soft tissues. 

Pain, or suffering, is expressed in every portion of 
the bod}^, and one may learn to recognize it as soon as 
the Qjes strike the body, and yet it would be difficult 
to describe the expression. When pain is associated 
with, or the result of undue excitation, the expression 
will be- that just named under this head. But if asso 
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eiated with, or the result of an enfeebled condition, 
either of the entire body, the part suffering, or the 
brain, the general expression may be quite the reverse, 
and will more resemble the exhaustion that follows ex- 
cessive grief— one of anguish. 

As has been clearly shown by Darwin,* expression is 
most marked in those muscles in most common use, or 
those associated with mental activity. Thus we would 



♦Ihave now described, to the best of my ability, the chief ex- 
pressive actions in man, and in some few of the lower animals. 
I have also attempted to explain the origin or development of 
these actions through the three principles given in the first chap- 
ter. The first of these principles is, that movements which are 
serviceable in gratifying some desire, or in relieving some sensa- 
tion, if often repeated, become so habitual that they are per- 
formed, whether or not of any service, wLonever the same desire 
or sensation is felt, even in a very weak degree. 

Our second principle is that of antithesis. The habit of volun- 
tarily performing opposite movements under opposite impulses 
has become firmly established in us by the practice of our whole 
lives. Hence, if certain actions have been regularly performed, 
in accordance with our first principle, under a certain frame of 
mind, there will be a strong and involuntary tendency to the 
performance of directly opposite actions, whether or not these 
are of any use, under the excitement of an opposite frame of 
mind. 

Our third principle is the direct action of the excited nervous 
system on the body, independently of the will, and independently, 
in large part, of habit. Experience shows that nerve-force is 
generated and set free whenever the cerebro-spinal system is ex- 
cited. The direction which this nerve-force follows is necessarily 
determined by the lines of connection between the nerve-cells, 
with each other and with various parts of the body. But the 
direction is likewise much influenced by habit; inasmuch as 
nerve-force passes readily along accustomed channels. 
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expect to find the most marked expression in the face, 
and next probably in tlie bands and the extremities. 
If the reader will think for & moment, he will probably 
recall distinct expressions in these forms. He will 
especiall}^ recollect the common expressions of pain in 
the muscles of the orbits and frontal region from con- 
traction of the corrugator snpercilii, some of the fibres 
of the occipito frontalis, the orbiculars, and sometimes 
the z3^gomatic. His attention will only need be called 
to the forced contraction of the flexors of the hand 
during labor, the involuntary expression of pain, and 
to similar contraction in the feet. Indeed here is a 
most excellent study, and one^may learn the natural 
history of pain by closely observing a few labors. 

There is nothing like having a familiar example for 
study, and we may look still further at the phenomena 
of childbii'th. I need hardly say that these expressions 
have the same meaning as in ordinary disease, though 
here we find them greatly intensified. Possibly we will 
get as good an idea of rest during the absence of pain 
in a natural labor, as wo can get anj^where. And in a 
difficult labor we will get as distinct an idea of the state 
of unrest. We observe the pain finding expression in 
marked muscular contraction of the muscles of the 
upper and lower extremities and the forced flexion of 
the muscles of the hands and feet. We also see the ex- 
pression of pain in the countenance, but in natural 
labors it is evanescent and not very marked. In diffi- 
cult labors, especially where the pains are inefficient, we 
find the constant contraction of the *' muscles of pain," 
and it is one of the evidences of this condition. 

The evidence of locai disease will be found in the po- 
sition of the body with reference to removing pressure 
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from the part, or giving it support. This is sometimes 
so distinct that the attention is at once directed to the 
affected part If the position of the body is such as to 
take off muscular pressure, we conclude that the disease 
is one of excitation. If, on the contrary', the position is 
such as to give additional support, we would think of 
it as being one of impaired innervation and circul.'ition, 
possibij' congestion. A man gives a diseased leg rest 
in the same manner as a horse. Flexion takes off ten- 
sion, and if the disease is one of irritation, the limb is 
flexed. Disease of bladder or rectum will be indicated 
by flexure and crossini^ of one thigh over the other. 
Disease of the abdominal viscera, b}^ flexion of the 
thighs upon the trunk and probably flexion of the trunk. 
Disease of one kidne}' will be announced by flexion of 
the bod^' on the affected side. Disease of stomach by 
marked flexion of the trunk, and relaxation of the ab- 
dominal muscles and diaphragm, and thoracic respira- 
tion. Disease of one lung will be indicated by the 
flexion of the body on the affected side, and the droop- 
ing of that Mhouldor. Disease of the upper lobe of the 
lunirs will he indicated by the falling of the shoulders 
forward, the additional curvature in the upper dorsal 
and cervical «pine, and by abdominal respiration. 

A vQvy natural expression of disease is the involun- 
tar}^ movenieiit of the hand to it. In t^'phoicl fever, 
when the patient is seemingly wholly unconscious, we 
find the hand ovt-r the bladder in retention of urine, as 
it serks the uinbilicus when disease of P^'yer's patches 
is marked. The child suffyi'injr from disease of the 
ear involuntarily carries the hand to the affected part. 
Jn acute disease of the kidneys the hands are carried to 
the loins. In some gastro-intestinal disease the hands 
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BometimcR go to tho moiitli, and it seems as if the child 
wanted to get something out of its throat. It is always 
well in low forms of disease to carefully watch these 
oxprcHsions, as they give us early intimations of local 
trouble. And in diseases of children, when we have to 
depend almost wholly upon our own observation, it is 
also well to carefully observe every expression. 

Facial Expression. — The fact has already been no- 
ticed that mental states find easiest expression in the 
usual channels of innervation, and through those mus- 
cles in common use. This is not only true of mental 
activity, but is also true of disease. There is no disease 
without a wrong of the nervous system, and I think I 
may add with truth, that there is no wrong of life that 
is not represented upon the surface through the nervous 
system. We may not be able to read it, because our 
senses have not been trained to observation, and we 
have not sufficient experience, but the fact that disease 
is thus expressed should stimulate to study. 

The face will show clearly the right life that we call 
health ; and the wrong life we call disease. If one will 
closely study the expression of the face in health, and 
compare it with the expression seen in sickness, this 
fact will be clearly seen. It not only tells us of im- 
paired life, but also of the kind of impairment, and of 
the remedies that will remove tho wrong, and restore 
health. It will be well to make this study with refer- 
ence to — 1st. The condition of the brain ; 2d. With 
reference to the condition of the sympathetic nervous 
system, and associated spinul cord; 3d. With reference 
to the condition of the circulation and the blood ; 4th. 
With reference to local disease; 5th. With reference to 
pain ; 6th. Eesistance of disease. 
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The Condition of the Brain is very clearly ex- 
pressed in the face, and we have learned quite a good 
deal of its language. We may subdivide this study 
into — a. With reference to the circulation, determiuatioa 
of blood, congestion, inflammation, effusion ; h. The nu- 
trition of the brain ; c. Its functional activity. 

Determination of Blood is mai'Ui'd by flushed fac«, 
bright eyes, contracted pupils, and general but moderate 
contraction of the facial muscles. The expression is 
one of excitation, and the patient is restless and uneasy. 

The direct remedy is G-elseminum. The indirect 
means are those which relieve vascular excitement, and 
the old-fashioned derivatives — counter-irritation, etc.* 

Congestion is marked by dull eyes, dilated pupils, 
immobile pupils, expressionless face, patient dull, in- 
clined to sleep, and eventually coma. 

*A bright and sparkling eye is as characteristic of a pleased or 
amused state of mind, as is the retraction of the corners of the 
mouth and upper lip with the wrinkles thus produced. Even the 
eyes of microcephalous idiots, who are so degraded that they 
never learn to speak, brighten slightly when they are pleased. 
Under extreme laughter the eyes are too much suffused with tears 
to sparkle; but the moisture squeezed out of the glands during 
moderate laughter or smiling may aid in giving them lustre; 
though this must be of altogether subordinate importance, as they 
become dull from grief, though they are then often nioist. Their 
brightness seems to be chiefly due to their tenseness, owini; to the 
contraction of the orbicular muscles and to the pressure of the 
raised cheeks. But, according to Dr^. Piderit, who has discussed 
this point more fully than any other writer the tenseness may be 
largely attributed to the eyeballs becoming filled with blood and 
other fluids, from the acceleration of the circulation, consequent 
on the excitement of pleasure. He remarks on the contrast in 
the appearance of the eyes of a hectic patient with a rapid cir- 
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The direct remedy is Belladonna. In some cases, 
and when associated with local disease with impairment 
of the involuntary muscles, Ergot The indirect means 
are counter-irritation, dry or wet cupping, stimulant 
cathartics. 

An intermediate hypercemia^ observed in apoplectic 
conditions; is marked by. fullness of eyes, which are 
protruded, fullness of face, prominent veins, and from 
contraction of the p/a/ysnia a drawing down of the face 
and angles 6f the mouth. 

For this condition the direct remedies would be 
Ergot, Lobelia in stimulant doses, Apocj^num. The in- 
direct remedies, dvy or wet cupping, stimulant hydra- 
gogue cathartics. 

Inflammation is marked by still greater contraction 
of the muscles, especially those of the orbits and the 
frontal region, the deeper flushing of the face, the 
sharper expression of the eyes, which are dry and 
pinched, the contracted pupils, and as the life is im- 
paired, by the appearance of constriction of all the tis- 
sues around the base of the brain. 

The direct remedies in the first stage of an inflamma- 
tion of the brain are: The proper sedatives. Aconite or 
Veratrum, and Gelseminum. These may be followed 
and aided by such as increase the action from skin, kid- 
neys and bowels. The indirect remedies are such as 
maj' call the excitation to other parts. 

culution, and of ii man suffeiing from cholera with almost all the 
fluids of his body drained from him. Any cause which lowers 
the circulation deadens the eye. I remember seeing a • man 
utterly prostrated by prolonged and severe exertion during a 
very hot day, and a bystander compared his eyes to those of a 
boiled codtish. — Darwin, 
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Effuj-'Ion is marked by the dullness, and finally by 
coma. The eyes lose their sharp, bright expression and 
become dull ; the muscles of the lower part of the face 
relax, as do the muscles that move the inferior maxillaiy 
and the mastoid. If the irritation stillcontinueSjthe 
contraction of the orbiculars and frontal muscles per- 
sists, and the evident constriction or pinched appearance 
around the base of the brain becomes more prominent. 
If the irritation passes awa}" with the effusion, these 
muscles gradually lose their power, and the upper part 
of the face assumes a dull, sodden appearance. 

The direct remedies are small doses of Acoi.iie and 
Belladonna, alternated with Apocynum. The indirect 
means will consist in cupping the spine, and the Mse of 
a stimulant hj^dragogue cathartic. 

The Nutrition of the brain is not so easily deter- 
mined, 3'et I think we may reach correct conclusions in 
the majority of cases. The enfeebled nutrition will be 
marked b}' a want of expression, especially in the mouth, 
showing a want of decision. The eyes may have a 
normal appearance at first sight, yet as we watch them 
uncertainty is shown in their movements. In some 
cases, the expression when the patient's attention is not 
attracted, is very like that which follows exhaustion 
from excessive emotion. 

Softening op the Brain, so called, will be marked 
by a smooth, placid countenance, the want of expres- 
sion in the forehciid being especially marked. In some 
of these cases the tissues have their ordinary fullness, 
and sometimes the soft tissues of the face are un usually" 
full, yet they look soft and flabby, and hang in un- 
natural folds. 

Atropiiic Irritation of the Brain is marked by 
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the pinched and uneasy expression of the upper facial 
muscles, the muscles of the orbits and the frontal region. 
The patient holds his head in a constrained position, 
frequently inclined to one shoulder, and the face turned 
to one side, giving the eyes an unpleasant expression of 
obliquity. The elevation of one eyebrow and the fall- 
ing of the other, with an apparent divergence in the 
axis of the eyes, will locate the lesion in or near the 
cerebellum. 

The evidences of strurtural disease vary with the situ- 
ation and character of the lesion. They may be 
divided into irritative and atonic, the one showing 
marked contraction of some muscle or muscles of ex- 
pression, the other a want of contraction, and conse- 
quent fullness and drooping. Sometimes in the severest 
structural disease there is no external expression. 

The Functional Activity is very clearly shown in 
facial expression, and we will observe the entire range 
from normal function to furious delirium on the one 
hand, and to entire loss of function and conscious life 
on the other. 

Activity is not only shown in muscular contraction, 
but in alternate contraction-— the piny of the emotions — ' 
of the muscles. This change of expression is one of 
the most fiamiliar examples of mental activity. In de- 
lirium we observe that the i)lny of t;ie muscles is exag- 
gerated, as indeed is the expression of all the emotions. 
This is especially noticeable in the expression and 
movement of the eyes, and their external nuijscles. 

Want op Activity is expressed by want of contrac- 
tion of the facial muscles; dull, immobile ej^es, and full 
lids. 

The condition of the sympathetic nervous system is 
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pretty clearly shown by the eyes, the orbital muscles, 
aniri the tissues about the base of the brain. The disease 
of irritation is shown by the .contraction of the tissues 
which form the bed of the eye, the retraction of the 
eye, especially upward, the thinned and constricted 
eyelids, and the tissues about the temples. In some 
cases the pinched or contracted alaa nasi is a marked 
feature. The disease of atony is shown by the full, ex- 
pressionkss eyes, fullness of the lids, pallid and waving 
alse nasi, and fullness and want of expression about 
the month. 

A temporary want of sj^m pathetic innervation that is 
rectified by Podophj-llin, is shown in the fullness of all 
thi< tissues of the face, especially the upper portion, and 
by fullness of the veins. 

For the disease of irritation, 1 prefer Aconite, Eh us, 
Br^'onia, Muriatic Acid, Nitric Acid, the selection being 
made by the other symptoms present. Temporary re- 
lief is obtained by the local application of Chloroform 
before and behind the ears, and over the first cervical 
ganglion. The Chloroform is so applied as to prevent 
evaporation, and a change in the pulse will usually be 
noticed in a few minutes from its first application, and 
the relief is marked, and very frequently it lasts for 
some time. 

The disease of atony is met by Nux, Phosphorus, 
Quinine, stimulant doses of Lobelia, minute doses of 
Podophyllin, Digitalis, more rarely Yeratrum, the bitter 
tonics and food. 

Whilst the expression of the face will give us pretty 

accurate information with regard to the circulation, we 

may obtain this information more directly elsewhere. 

If the cellular tissue is full, we think of Yeratrum. If 

6 
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it is shrunken, Aconite. If the expression of the eyes 
and associate muscles is dull, with fullness, we think of 
capillar}^ congestion, and Belhidonna. If the cellular 
tissue is full, the face expressionless, and the veins 
prominent, Podophjilin. If the eyelids are especia^y 
full, Apocynum. If the e3'es have a pinched expres- 
sion, dry in acute disease, secretion of tears in absence 
of fever, dry, shriveled epidermis, flushed left cheek, 
Rhus Toxicodendron. Rit^ht eyebrow drawn down, and 
expression of eye changed, flushed right cheek, Bryonia. 
These are the most prominent examples, and in each 
case there is a wrong of the circulation, which may be 
the predominant wrong. At any rate, the remedies 
thus indicated will prove curative. 

With reference to the condition of th^, hfood^we may 
find more direct expressions than in the face, yet these 
are not unimportant. The sodden tissue evidences 
poor blood and poor nutrition, as the firm elastic tissues 
show good blood and good nutrition. The typhoid con- 
dition of the blood will be clearly shown in the con- 
tracted and opaque skin in the one case, and the sodden 
inelastic tissues in the other. Pj'semia will show itself 
first, in the marked contraction of tissue about the base 
of the brain, sinking in of the bed of the e3^es, and espe- 
cially by retraction in the upper part of the orbit. 

Some local diseases are clearly indicated by facial ex- 
pression. Disease of the respiratory apparatus will be 
shown by the expression of the nose and accessory 
muscles. The lesions of irritation by contraction, the 
lesions of atony by relaxation. An^^ one who has 
watched the progress of an acute inflammation of lungs, 
of pleura, of bronchia, with irritative cough, must have 
Been the pinched expression of the nose, and the con- 
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traction of the alse. So marked is tbis, that sometimes 
it seems to precede the trouble, and will be marked, be- 
fore the disease of the respirator}- apparatus has full 
development. The rclnxod and waving- alae nasi gives 
an unpleasant impression of disease, and as before 
named, has reference to the lesion of innervation, as 
well as to impairment of the respiratory function. 

The expressions of the mouth are associated with dis- 
ease of the abdominal and pelvic viscera. Let us take 
the familiar examples of intestinal worms as an illus- 
tration. The full upper lip, with pallor, the white lines 
arcund the mouth, and picking the nose, is the most 
pronounced evidence of asearis lumbi-icoides This 
worm inhabits the small intestine, and the conditions 
j)re8ent are atony of mucous membranes, with impaired 
function, and increased secretion of mucus, and at once 
we think of the associated symptoms and the intestinal 
wrong. 

The remedies will be those which will give normal 
stimulation to the structures involved, PodophylUn, 
Santonine, some of the ordinary cathartics, the sto- 
machic bitters, and sometimes the alkaline salts, or 
acids, as may be indicated by other symptoms. 

If fullness in this case means atony and impaired 
function, and increased mucous secretion, it must mean 
it alwaj's, and we will always think of such remedies 
as will influence the small intestine and associate viscera, 
giving normal stimulation and circulation, and restoring 
functional activit}'. There is a peculiar expressionless 
mouth, or an expression of " loss of spirits," with a little 
depression of the angles of the mouth, that invariably 
means Nux Vomica. 

Nausea is shown by de^Dression of the angles of the 
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mouth, and slight incurving of the lower lip. If the 
tissues are full, we know that there is atony; if pinched 
and shrunken, that there is irritation and determination 
of blood. 

It is a singular fact, and one not heretofore noticed, 
80 far as my reading extends, that simulation of these 
expressions will provoke sensations in the parts referred 
to. The instance just given affords a marked example. 
Let a person draw down the angles of the mouth and 
incurve the lip, and he will be quite certain to feel 
nausea after a time. In two persons who tried it the 
sense of nausea was very marked ; in -one producing 
vomiting, in the other an arrest of digestion and head- 
ache. Try to simulate the frontal expression of pain, 
and it will be singular if you do not wake up unpleasant 
sensations somewhere, perhaps real pain. 

Contraction of the orbicularis oris is usually found in 
some diseases of the reproductive organs, especially of 
the female. In chronic disease, there is distinct retrac- 
tion from the other muscles of the face, and the entire 
tissues seem thinned. In some of these cases the zygo- 
matic muscles are also prominent. 

Pain and Suffering are distinctly expressed in the 
features, yet not always in the same way. Firm con- 
traction of muscles is the most common expression. 
Thus every reader will recollect the contracted brow as 
evidencing pain, especially pain with irritation of the 
nerve centres. We involuntarily associate contraction 
of the structures about the eyes, and the wrinkled skin, 
with pain, or with suffering. But we have the evidence 
of pain in this region without muscular contraction ; 
indeed there is the reverse, drooping of the tissues, the 
expression is sad, of the exhaustion that follows exces- 
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flive grief, and we are assured that there is enfeebled 
circulation in the brain, and the pain is the expression 
of atony. 

It is very important to make these distinctions in 
order to select remedies. Pain is the result of two very 
opposite conditions — an~excited circulation and an en- 
feebled circulation. In the one case we use Gelsemi- 
num, the sedatives, salines, Ehus, Macrotys, Bryonia, 
as may be indicated. In the other we use Quinine, 
stimulant doses of Opium, Nux, stimulants, tonics, 
beef tea or other histogenetic food. 

Pain in the abdomen, pelvis, or lower extremities, 
finds expression in the mouth. Acute pain almost 
always finds expression in contraction of the mouth ; 
when very severe the lips are firmly drawn in, the 
angles of the mouth retracted, and somewhat depressed. 
In some other cases, the angles of the mouth are drawn 
in, and there is that action of the muscles of the upper 
lip that gives it and the cheeks a full expression 

I hardly need call attention to the fact, that some 
patients resist disease by an influence of the will, and 
that sometimes this effort is very important. Others 
yield to it from the first, and thus favor its pro^^ress. 
Every one has made these observations, and will recog- 
nize the importance of knowing whether a patient re- 
sists or yields, as it may determine whether he will re- 
cover or die. 

Darwin remarks that — " The firm closure of the 
mouth tends to give an expression of determination or 
decision to the countenance. 'No determined man 
probablj'^ ever had an habitually gaping mouth. Hence, 
also, a small and weak lower jaw, which seems to indi- 
cate that the mouth is not habituall}' and firmly closed, 
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is commonly thought to be characteristic of feebleness 
of character. A prolonged effort of bod}^ or mind im- 
plies previous determination ; and if it can be shown 
that the mouth is generally closed with firmness before 
and during a great and continued exertion of the mus- 
cuhir system, then, through the principle of association, 
the mouth would almost certainly be closed as soon xis 
any determined resolution was taken." 

I do not think anj^ one can make a mistake here, and 
certainly it is important to know whether the patient is 
inclined to resist disease, and is deterjnin. d to get well, 
or whether he is yielding, despondent, hopeless. The 
firm mouth means that the i)atient will get well if he 
can. The relaxed, drooping mouth, falling jaw, trem- 
bling muscles, show us the need of giving the patient 
courage, and strengthening the will power. It also 
shows the necessity of increased care to conserve vital- 
ity, and of the employment of restorative remedies. 

Expression in Motion. — We not only find disease 
expressed in position, and in persistent muscular con- 
traction, as heretofore named, but it is also shown in 
motion. We see a man standing or sitting, and ob- 
serve that his soft tissues seem to sit on him like a 
badly fitting suit of clothes, and we think at once of 
impaired nutrition and degeneration of tissue. But it 
mny be only a want of innervation, from habitual 
torpor of the nervous system. Set him in motion, and 
we will soon see whether this is so or not, for there are 
none so sluggish in this respect, but what they may be 
aroused. 

We notice the movements of the person that we may 
confirm the diagnosis of expression, especially as re- 
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garde the important point of undue irritation and eii'- 
culation, or impaired innervation and circulation. 
The quick, restless movement is characteristic of the 
first. The desire to lie still, and the slow movements, 
of the second. Possibly there is no evidence of disease 
more definite than this, and it should be allowed its full 
weight in diagnosis. 

In some cases the rapid movement is but a means of 
removingexcessive excitement of the brain and sjiinal 
cord, as in great grief or joy, or in case of severe, but 
temporary pain. In such cases it may be looked upon 
as a means of relief, for if the excessive emotions, or 
pain were pent up, the person might suffer severely 
from it. 

But in other cases, whilst it tells of nervous irrita- 
bility^, the bodil}^ movements give no relief, but even in- 
tensify the wrong, besides causing exhaustion. In 
these cases we endeavor to get bodily rest from the 
first, as a means of allaying the nervous excitation. 
Every one will have noticed the influence of the phy- 
sician, nurse, or friend, who with kindness but firm- 
ness, insists on keeping still. Tl.e hand placed upon 
the body of the sufferer to give support, seems to 
strengthen the will power, and frequently with an effort 
on the part of the patient comes rest and relief. 

There is a case of restlessness from an enfeebled and 
atonic condition of the nerve centres that requires 
notice. The unsteady movement, or the evidence of 
exhaustion following it, with the anxious, depressed 
countenance, tells the story. In the other case wo will 
find almost continued tension of the muscular s^'stem. 

Whilst in the case of irritation and determination of 
blood, we would employ the sedatives, with Gelsominum, 
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or remedies exerting a like influence, in that of atony, 
wo would use Quinine, Nux, Phosphorus, stimulants, 
tonics, and histogenetic food — beef- tea. 

Increased movement is not associated with structural, 
or even with severe local functional disease, so that un- 
less it points to a wrong of the cerebro-spinal centers 
we do not regard it as an unpleasant symptom. In or- 
dinary colic the patient is restless, and seems to get re- 
lief from motion, but in the severer forms of colic, 
called "bilious," and in acute enteritis, he remains 
very still. 

In local disease the patient favors the affected part in 
movement. Frequently the first evidence we have of 
morbus coxarius, is the care shown in moving the leg 
and placing the feet in walking, and the elevation of 
the hip to remove pressure from the joint. Turning 
the toes inwards, both in movement and rest, has the 
same signification. One can readily distinguish a wrong 
of the pelvic viscera by the movement of the hips and 
extremities, showing the constant effort to prevent 
stress or pressure of the parts. This will be noticed in 
some uterine disease (irritative) as well as in displace- 
ments. In chronic disease of the kidneys, a forward 
curvature of the spine is frequently marked, and the 
patient is observed to put the hands upon the hips in 
rising from the chair, and sometimes in walking. If 
but one kidney is involved, or the liver, or spleen, we 
observe the slight flexure to one side, and the effort to 
gave the part from the movement of muscles. Evi- 
dently the drawing forward of the shoulders — "winged 
scapula," is a symptom of similar import so far as the 
lungs or thoracic region is concerned. So certain is 
this, that with the marked falling forward of the 
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shoulders, and separation of the scapulae, one may be 
sure there is some diBease in the thorax. The head 
drooped forward has a similar import, though this is 
sometimes an indication of a wrong of the sympathetic 
nervous system. 

In irritative disease of the cerebrum, or of the organs 
of special sense the head is flexed, but in disease of the 
medulla oblongata, cerebellum, pons and crura, the 
head is drawn backwards. Forced extension, or head 
drawn backward, will be recollected as a prominent 
symptom in cerebro-spinal meningitis. 

In all these cases flexion and favoring the part in 
muscular movement are evidences of irritative disease, 
and indicate the treatment. First, remedies that influ- 
ence the affected part ; and second, remedies that re- 
move excited innervation and circulation or functional 
activity. 

In another class of cases, we will find flexion from or 
opposite the affected part, and the position of the body, 
and muscular motion is such as to give supj^ort and 
moderate pressure. The evidence in this case is of im- 
paired circulation, congestion, effusion, and enlarge- 
ment. It is safe to say that in the majority of these 
cases the remedies will be such as will give additional 
stimulus. 

If one will closely observe the movements of the ab- 
dominal muscles, the}- may determine conditions of dis- 
ease in pelvis or abdomen. The careful, slight move- 
ment evidences disease of the pelvic viscera if especially 
marked below — the chylopoictic viscera, if especially 
marked above. The full abdominal walls, with slug- 
gish movement, evidences atonic disease and congestion. 

If we examine with reforonce to the thorax, we will 
7 
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find that free movement of the abdominal muscles and 
diaphragm, and but slight movement of the upper 
thorax, is evidence of disease of the upper lobes of the 
lungs. On the contrary, thoracic respiration, with but 
Blight and careful movement of the abdominal muscles, 
evidences disease of stomach or liver. 

We have already examined the expression of the face 
sufficiently, and the movements of the muscles do not 
give much additional evidence. Twitching of the 
muscles is an unpleasant expression, and indicates un- 
due spinal irritation, or irritation of the basilar brain, 
the cause being frequently extrinsic. If of the mouth, 
our attention is directed to the abdominal organs ; if of 
the upper lip and face, to the stomach ; if of the nose, to 
the lungs ; and if of the eyes and forehead to the brain 
and spinal cord. 

The quick, involuntary movement of the eyes, refers 
ns at once to the excito-motor nervous system, and at 
once we make an examination to determine the source 
of the lesion, its cause, and adopt means to prevent 
its further progress, and convulsions. The forced con- 
traction of one of the muscles of the eyeballs, turning 
them upwards, downwards, to one side, or causing stra- 
bismus, evidences disease of the brain, which may or 
may not be associated with wrong of the spinal cord. 
The character of the disease may be determined by the 
expression of the eyes and associate muscles, or by 
other symptoms. 

In diseases of children we will notice that sudden 
contraction of muscles and movement of parts is a pre- 
cursor of convulsions. The quick movement of the 
hand, with contraction of the fingers, the quick move- 
ment of the lower extremities, with forced flexion, or 
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the quick movement of the head upon the pillow, or 
the sharp, jerking movement of the shoulder, should 
never he neglected. 

This is but a ipero outline of the subject, yet if it 
gtimulates to observation, pointing out the way, it will 
serve its puipose. It is something one mcst learn from 
observation, and not simply store up in the memory. 
Indeed, unless the senses can be trained with the 
memory of facts, but little benefit will follow. 



COLOK OF THE SUEFACE. 

As has already been named, the education of the eyes 
to distinguish colors, is of much importance in diag- 
nosis ; and the reasons will be obvious to the reader. 
There is no property of living bodies so sensitive as 
color. It is usually thought of as evanoscjut, change- 
able, fleeting, and the expressions of poetry in this re- 
gard, but represents the results of close obs 3iwation. 

The florist is guided by it to a very considerable ex- 
tent. When he visits his green-houses in the morning, 
his eye closo'y scans the plants with reference to their 
health. Change of color, even so slight that it would 
not be noticed by an ordinary observer, is to him evi- 
dence of disease. He recognizes in change of color, 
the escape of gases from his flues, want of ventilation, 
a wrong in the temperature, the want of, or a wrong 
plant food, the presence of parasites, etc. He not only 
makes his " diai^nosis "' from change of color, but gives 
the prognosis as well. 

The farmer, without any special training, or knowing 
why, recognizes the wrong color in his plants, and 
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speaks of their sickfy appearance. If he has been a 
close observer, there is a soraetliing about their expres- 
sion, and usually in their color, that tells him of the 
character of the wrong — from drouth, from wet, from 
too much heat, from cold, from atmospheric changes, 
from want of plant food, from excess of certain foods, 
or from a wrong kind. He recognizes the coming of 
blight, rust, mildew, and the various parasitic disoas 'S, 
by these changes^ before the diseases are fully de- 
veloped. 

These are familiar examples, and should prompt to 
diligent stud}^ on our part. For, if in the vegetable 
world, disease may be recognized in changes of color, 
should it not be a means of diagnosis in animals and 
man? And if so definite in determining the kind of 
disease in vegetable life, will it not be equally definite 
in detcrmfning disease in man? It will be noticed 
further that color has reference to the l{fe; to the life of 
the blood, to the nutrition of tissue, to the oxygenation 
and dec^rbonization of the blood, and to the waste and 
excretion. 

Even here the popular expression should have stimu- 
lated professional inquiry — he has a healthy color — 
what is the color of health ? he has a sickl}' appearance, 
what is a sickly color? If the popular mind recognizes 
health in color, and disease in color, is it not well that 
we should make a careful study of it ? 

Color in man has two sources — a, from the blood ; 6, 
from pigment — and it is well to distinguisli these. In 
the first case the changes of color arc referred to wrongs 
of the blood ; in the second they are referred to changes 
in the quantitj* or character of the pigmjutary matter 
of the body. A simple division wou!d be into — a, color 
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which has red for a basis ; 6, color which lacks red, is 
a shade of yellow, brown, black. 

In making examinations with reference to the blood, 
we select parts where the circulation is free and the 
epidermis or epithelium is thin — where the skin is thin, 
and the mucous membranes delicate. We examine the 



nails, the lips, the cheeks, the hands, sometimes the 
feet, the tongue, and mucous membranes of the mouth. 

What is the color.of health as shown from the blood? 
It is rosy, a light shade of carmine and lake, and is 
clear, transparent, and oifers no darkness, or admixture 
with blue, purple, or brown. As the finger is pressed 
upon the surface, or pressed over it, toward the heart, 
the rosy color is removed, leaving the structures clear 
and transparent, and the color comes back quickl}'' when 
the pressure ceases. It is difficult to describe color 
in words, but if the reader will now make his examina- 
tions of health he may readily learn to distinguish the 
color of health. 

The shade of rose color in mucous membranes differs 
somewhat from the skin, because it is modified to some 
extent by the pigment in the rete-mucosum. It is well 
to get a clear idea of it by examinations of the lips, the* 
ton* ue, the mucous membranes of the mouth, and 
fauces. The color of mucous membranes is quite 
cliangeable to a slight degree, oven in health, having 
shades of blue, violet, white, probably from th(^- secre- 
tions of the mouth, and the food and drink; and we 
never regard these slight variations as diagnostic. 

The pigment color of health varies in different races, 
and in different individuals. But if we say it is some- 
what transparent and clean, we may express its char- 
licter for all races. If we take a negro for example, we 
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will find the jelly black has a transparency and clean- 
ness — glossy and smooth, which will bo readily recog- 
nized. Let this man become sick, and the color grows 
dingy and opaque. If we take the olive or brown 
skin, the same cleanness a >d clearness of color is 
marked, and it seems so transparent that you may 
almost look into the skin. If you take the Caucassian, 
the brunette will show the same clearness in the skin 
pigment, and in the healthy blonde it seems as if you 
could look quite through the skin, it is so transparent. 
We may even notice these peculiarities in the color of 
the hair, as it shows health and disease like other parts, 
but modified more by local conditions. 

In studying color, especially that given by the pres- 
ence of blood, it is well to note that it may be changed 
in quantit}^ (so to speak), and in kind. Chansre in 
quantity has reference to an increased circulation, and 
an increased amount of blood in the capillaries; change 
in kind, to the condition of the blood. 

Simple excess may be noticed from any cause increas- 
ing the circulation to the surface, or to a part. AVe ob- 
serve this excess of color in slight acute diseases, where 
the activity of the heart is increased, and there is gen- 
eral vascular excitement. It is not an unpleasant 
symptom, and points clearly to the arterial sedatives, 
Aconite and Veratrum, as the special remedies. 

If a part of the surface shows this excess, we at once 
think of its relation to internal organs and functions 
If of the upper portion of the face and eyes, we refer 
the wrong to the brain. If of the cheeks, one or both, 
we refer it to the respiratory organs or apparatus of 
circulation. If of the mouth and lower part of tb^ face, 
we ref'^r it to the abdominal viscera, 
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As the excess refers to vascular excitement, and 
means general sedatives, so these local excesses mean 
local vascular excitement and local sedatives if we have 
them. Thus for ths brain it would mean Qelseminum ; 
for the thoracic organs, Veratrum ; for the abdominal 
viscera, Aconite, Ipecac, etc. 

It is well to note the condition of the capillaries in 
this examination, and we may determine somewhat of 
their condition by the effects of pressure. If the capil- 
laries are in normal condition, pressure should efface 
the redness, but it is but momentary. If the finger is 
drawn across the reddened surface we notice the white 
line made by displacing the blood, but it rapidly passes 
away, and the blood flows quicklj'- in and fills the ves- 
sels. If now we examine the redness in scarlet fever 
in the same waj', we will find that the fingers carried 
over the part w^ith pressure, effaces the redness, and 
leaves a distinct white line, more or less persistent, as 
the fever is severe. 

This shows enfeeblement of the capillar}^ circulation, 
especially from the arterial side, and is an indication for 
Belladonna. In the larger number of cases, Aconite is 
the arterial sedative. The next best remedy to Bella- 
donna is the Carbonate or Hj^drochlorate of Ammonia. 

If the capillary wrong is from venous obstruction, 
the color will be deeper, and the wrong will be asso- 
ciated with fullness of cellular tissue in many cases, 
and the white line made by pressure is not so clear. 
In this case, Podoph3'llin, Lobelia, Bryonia, are reme- 
dies. 

We not only find an excees, as above named, but in 
other cases a defect in color, showing poor blood, leuco- 
cythcemia, or an impaired circulation to the surface. The 
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pallor of anaBinia is shown in all parts of the body, and 
is associated with evidence of impaired nutrition. In 
the rare pathological condition, leacocytlifemia, the^e is 
sometimes marked pallor, but usual! 3" it is disguised by 
increase or change in the pigment of the skin. In de- 
ficient circulation to the surface, we have want of color, 
but no evidence of want of blood in totality, or imj)aired 
nutrition. 

Deepening of color — dark red — is usually associated 
with zymosis, and has reference to sepsis of the blood. 
It is associated with asthenia, and when observed it 
tells of impaired function But it especially shows the 
need of acids, and in this respect refers to a direct 
remedy. It makes no difference where we find it most 
marked, its meaning is quite the same, of course modi- 
fied to some extent by local disease. 

If the reader will think for a moment of the cases he 
has seen presenting deep redness of the surface, he 
will recognize the truth of these statements. In typhus 
fever, the gravity of the disease is shown by the flushed 
skin — dark-red. If in smallpox, we find the skin 
assuming this dark-red color, we are confident the dis- 
ease will be severe, showing depravation of the blood, 
and marked asthenia. If we observe it-in measles, w© 
anticipate trouble from tardy appearance of the erup- 
tion, depravation of the blood, respiratory trouble, and 
impairment of function. If seen in pneumonia, it talks 
to us of approaching '•' typhoid sjnnptoms," of a low 
grade of inflammation, and great prostration. So clear 
is the evidence, and so rare the exceptions, that it be- 
comes one of the most reliable evidences of disease we 
possess. 

The meaning is modified to a certain extent by the 
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results of pressure — whether the color is solid and un- 
yielding as the finger is prossed over the surface— or 
whether it is effaced by such pressure as heretofore 
named in simple excess. In the first case it has refer- 
ence whollj^ to the lesion of the blood, in the other in 
part to the lesion of circulation — at least the evidence 
is less grave. 

If the dark redness is an evidence of zymosis — sepsis 
— it speaks directly of antiseptics as a necessary part of 
the treatment. It says clearly — this patient must be 
kept clean, his clothing and the bed-clothing must be 
frequently changed, and kept clean and sweet, all the 
surroundings must be clean, he must have good air, fre- 
quently changed by good ventilation. It means further, 
that proper means shall be employed for disinfection 
when this becomes necessary. 

If the dark-redness is associated with asthenia and 
impairment of life, and gives us timely warning of such 
impairment, it will caution us against the use of all de- 
pressant remedies, or anything that will impair any of 
the important functions of the body. And it suggests 
the necessity of keeping the wtomach in condition to 
receive food, and the proper selection and preparation 
of food during the progress of the disease. 

But it directly refers to acids as remedies, and this is 
of much importance. Acids here are the antiseptics 
and antizymotics. We give Muriatic Acid, Acetic 
Acid in the form of good cider, and Lactic Acid in the 
form of whey, and we find the condition of the patient 
markedly improved. Muriatic Acid is especially the 
antiseptic, though the others have an influence in this 
direction. 

The dull purple (bluish) of venous blood has reference 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



82 STUDY OP DIAGNOSIS. 

to imperfect venous circulation, and imperfect decarbon- 
ization of the blood. It may be caused by disease of 
heart or lungs; if not we recoi^nize a lesion of sympa- 
thetic and associate spinal nervous systems. It evi- 
dences an unpleasant condition of life, and one that 
should be removed if possible. In some cases the dull- 
ness of color becomes so marked, that we designate it 
as leaden. 

If we find local structural disease to account for it, 
this will receive our attention. If it is sudden, and 
associated with praecordial oppression and constriction 
of the chest, Lobelia is the remedy. If less markedand 
chronic, we will think of Cactus, Digitals and Pulsa- 
tilla. In acute cases. Chloroform counter-irritation 
around the lower margin of the thorax, gives speedy 
and marked relief 

In the lesion of cholera we will find the blueness of 
hands and feet dependent upon enfeebled capillary cir- 
culation, the blood being loaded with carbonic acid 
gas. If the condition of the blood can be so changed, 
as to enable it to circulate, this passes off. This blue- 
ness with pallor is one of the most marked indications 
for common salt as a medicine. 

Want of color, with a shade of solid blue where the 
blood shows freely as under the nail?^, the lips, the 
cheeks, and thin skinned portions of the body, may be 
assumed to indicate the want of Iron. 

A violet tint with increase of redness uniformly, or 
only where the circulation is superficial, is a prominent 
indication for Nitric Acid. 

Deep color, with purplish, brown, or black tinge, is a 
prominent indication f()r Baptisia 

Color not deep, but muddy or dirty, of parts freely 
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supplied with blood, is an indication for Sulphurous 
Acid. If thiTo is this dirty shade with pallor, we would 
use Sulphite of Soda. 

When we come to study the local changes of color 
referred to the blood, we divide them into two classes, 
the one in which the change is to be referred to a lesion 
of some other part — sympathetic ; the other in which 
it is dependent upon local disease. The reader will 
notice that the significance of color must depend very 
much upon this, for whilst the one may have no refer- 
ence to the condition of the blood at large, or to any 
structural lesion, the other is wholly referred to the 
lesion of the structures, and to changes in the blood. 

We alwaj's want familiar examples to show that a 
method of study is likel}'^ to prove advantageous — that 
is a basis of fact, and we will adduce the three familiar 
cases of — change in the color of areola of the nipple, 
the dark line under the eyes in certain conditions of 
women, and the white line around the mouth in some 
intestinal diseases of children. 

Every practitioner will have noticed the*:darkened 
areola of the nipple as an evidence of pregnane}^, but 
may not have had his attention called to it as an evi- 
dence of disease of the reproductive function. Tn 
wrongs of this function simulating spermatorrhoea, \ve 
will find this change of color marked, as we will in 
scant}' menstruation with congestion, and in hj-per- . 
trophy of the cervix uteri. Of course we do not look 
for this, except in the diagnosis of pregnancy, but in 
tiiis. case it is one of the most valuable symptoms. 

Tf 3'ou should notice the deep color under or around 
the eyes in women, you would say at once there was a 
wrong of the reproductive organs or function, and you 
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would rarely make a mistake. If the tissues seemed 
dry, the eyelids sunken and contracted, it would be 
safe to say that the disease was one of irritation, and 
would probubl}' be relieved b}'' Pulsatilla and Macrotys, 
(especially if functional.) And if the e3^elids were 
full, swollen, relaxed, that the disease was of congestion 
or atony, and would be benefited by Hamaraelis, Ape- 
cynum, Staphysagria, Phosp'.iorus, Iron, etc. 

Many cases present themselves where we do not wish 
to suggest an examination of the reproductive organs 
at first, or there may be some reason why it should not 
be made at present, hence the importance of other 
means of knowing the character of the wrong, and the 
class of remedies we may select from. 

If one should notice the white line around the mouth, 
with full pallid upper lip, full or contracted mouth, he 
would at once refer the symptom to a wrong of the 
gastro-intestinal apparatus. The reference is undoubt- 
edly right, if we except the rare case in which the 
symptom is dependent upon lesion of the brain. There 
is a wron^ of the stomach and bowels. What is the 
character of that wrong? If the structures are full, it 
is pretty surely one of atony — a want of innervation 
and a sluggish circulation. If the structures are con- 
stricted and pinched, the wrong is very certainly one 
of irritation, excited innervation and circulation. 

Is it worth our while to read the evidences of disease 
in the patient's face? I think it is, especially when the 
remedies are at once suggested. The white line around 
the mouth — gastro-intestinal disease. With fullness of 
tissue — Podophj^llin, Hj-drastia, Santonine. With con- 
striction and thinning of structures — Aconite, Ipecac. 

But suppose we notice a peculiar bluish ov jeadep 
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tint to this white line around the moutli, and see a 
slight dragging down of the corners, we would recog- 
nize the gastro-intostinal lesion — remedy, Bismuth, or 
sometimes minute doses of Arsenic. 

Increased color of checks has been noticed as a symp- 
tom of thoracic disease for thousands of years. What 
rehition has this flushing of cheek lo tlie condition of 
the lungs ? Can you explain the nervous and vascular 
connections ? Evidentlj^ we can not tell why, and I 
doubt if the evidence would be any more valuable if we 
could tell why. This is one of many examples that the 
interrogatory — why? is not alwaj'^s a profitable study 
in medicine. 

We know the fact, that a habitual recurring flush 
of one or both cheeks has reference to an irritable or 
diseased lung. The persistent high color, even though 
it be a distinctlj^ circumscribed spot, lias a different 
meaning. If we notice this circumsci'ibed flushing of 
the cheeks, our attention is at once attracted to the re- 
spiratory apparatus. Associated with frequency of 
pulse and increased temperature, it tells us of com- 
mencing tubercular deposit. In this case the one cheek 
is usually flushed. 

It maybe remarked further, that this symptom is 
alwaj's associated with a wrong of the sympathetic 
nervous system, especially in its relation to circulation 
and nutrition, and in phthisis we only find the bright, 
flushed cheek with irritation. Sometimes there is quite 
as marked pallor, and the evidence would be a want of 
innervation. 

The bright-red flush of left cheek in acute disease is 
usually referred to thoracic disease, but does not always 
indicate it. It evidences a lesion of sympathetic and 
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spinal innervation, but is especially valuable as calling 
our attention to Ehus Toxicodendron as the probable 
remedy. 

The deeper flush of right cheek is more frequently 
seen in disease of serous membranes and fibrous tissues, 
but is especially valuable because it points out Bryonia 
as the probable specific remedy. 

Whilst the bright color of the cheeks, where it has 
reference to disease of the respiratory organs, tells us 
of irritation and activity of circulation, deep color in- 
dicates impairment of the circulation and of the life. 
The livid, purplish color in some cases of angina pec- 
toris, may be taken as the tj'-pe. We have it in much 
less degree in thoracic aneurism, in apoplexy of lungs, 
and in some \Qvy severe cases of asthma with conges- 
tion. The dark redness is always evidence of a difficult 
and imperfect circulation. 

There is vl pinkish color of parts freely supplied with 
blood, that is regarded by some as an unpleasant sj'mp- 
tom. As this color becomes more pronounced, we ob- 
serve it in the veins as well. In women we VL\f\y usually 
refer it to a menstrual wrong, which will be corrected 
by the use of small doses of Pulsatilla. Actea Alba, 
Helonias. For the chronic lesion we think of Phos- 
phorus, the Hypophosphites, the bitter stomachics, and 
food. 

Among the things that old women know is--that 
prominent hliie veins crossing the nose in children is a 
sign of feeble vitality, and it is quite as true as if a phy- 
sician knew it. There is something wrong in the life 
when you observe these cutaneous veins showing the 
distinct and constant blue line, whether it is across the 
nose, at the wrists, upon the back of the hand, pver the 
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breast or abdomen, or elsewhere. Whilst it may not 
point out any special medicine, it does prompt us to ad- 
vise that the child have abundant out-door exercise, 
good blood-making food, and that itshall not commence 
study early, or be much confined until there is a much 
stronger and robust life. 

Unusual blueness of veins is a very good indication 
for Iron. If associated with pallor of surface, we may 
Select Iron by Ilydrogen, or Vulett's mass, but if there 
bedeepcoloi* of tongue, Tincture of Mui'iate of Iron. 

The color of the conjunctiva and sclerotic will some 
times give us information in regard to tlrc circulation 
of the brain. If we find an injected conjunctiva (not 
the result of local disease), we conclude that the cere- 
bral circulation is similarly affected. If the color is 
bright, and the surface looks smooth and moist, we have 
evidence of determination of blood. If the color is 
deep and the surface looks dull and dingy, or dry and 
pinched, it represents hj^peraBmia, with obstruction to 
the return of blood — the apoplectic condition. The 
dull, colorless eye is the best indication for Belladonna, 
though we use it v^hen the eye is injected, with tortuous 
vessels. 

In superficial disease, the color of the part is a means 
of determining its condition. If we take the ordinar}?- 
symptoms of inflammation, increased color — redness — is 
one of the first named as constant. Given increased 
color, WMth heat, pain and swelling, and we say there is 
inflammation; but which of these will best tell us the 
real condition of the part? I should answer, color. 

If the color is bright, healthy red, w^e know at once 
that the inflammation is simple, and is not very likely 
to work a very great wrong to the part, or to the body 
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at large. It tells us of irritation, determi nation of 
blood, and of activit}" of circulation ; the second part 
of the wrong of circulation — stasis — is in but small pro- 
portion. It says, give general arterial sedatives, use 
local sedatives, get rid of increased heat, and establish 
fecretion. The evidence is quite the same, whether we 
are looking directly at the inflamed part, or at some 
distant surface, that is influenced by sjnnpathy. 

If the color is deep-red and dull, we' are confident 
there is marked impairment of life and arrest of circu- 
lation. The fact that there is too much blood in the 
part is evident, that the capillaries are enfeebled, and 
the circulation in them is sluggi.sh or arrested, that 
change has commenced in the stagnant b'ood, and that 
the life of the part will be destroj^ed, unless these 
wrongs are corrected. It says distinctly, strengthen 
the general circulation, whilst you lessen its frequency, 
and conserve and sustain the life of the blood by rest 
and food. If a local application is to be made, it is now 
stimulant — we want to strengthen the life of the part. 
If we select an internal remedy that is to influence the 
part from the blood, this remedy must be stimulant or 
tonic in its character. 

If the part assumes a blue or purplish color we recog- 
nize venous stasis, and an obstruction to the circulation 
from the part. With our attention called to the nature 
of the wrong, we will find its cause and remove it if 
possible. M}^ attention was first called to this evidence 
of venous obstruction in a case of fracture of thj fore- 
arm, Tvith laceration of the hand, in which a roller was 
applied before the splints, jQt not very tight. Inflam- 
mation sprang up in the hand, and the third da}' came 
this bluish discoloration, with a i^reat deal of local 
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trouble. The roller was removed, and the difficulty 
slowlj' passed away. I have seen the same wrong arise 
from the position of an extremity being such as to im- 
pede the circulation of blood. 

In some cases the wrong being general, venous im- 
pairment is cardiac. We do not know why, but wo 
rarely find an impairment of the right heart, when the 
left is sufficient for the systemic circulation. Lobelia in 
stimulant doses exerts a very favorable influence in these 
cases. If there is fullness of cellular tissue, Apocynum 
may be associated with it, or given alone. If the 
wrong is from venous impairment, and is chronic, 
Hamamelis is probably the remedy. 

The erysipelatous redness is so distinctive, that being 
once seen it can hardly be forgotten. The vivid color- 
ation, evident dryness, shininjj; appearance, give the be- 
holder a sense of burning. It makes no diiference so 
far as the significance of this coloration is concerned, 
whether we have the local inflammation of the skin or 
not, it refers us to a lesion of the blood, zymotic in 
character. If the surgeon find this tint of vivid red- 
ness on the edges of a wound, or the flaps of an ampu- 
tation, he would be at once on the alert to get rid of 
the lesion of the blood. If the physician observed this 
erysipelatous flush on the cheek in inflammation of the 
lungs, or any where on the surface during the progress 
of an inflammation or fever, ho might feel sure he would 
have a more than usually serious case to manage. 

We may distinguish four shades of this erysipelatous 
redness quite well marked in many cases, pointing out 
the remedies for the disease of the blood, and the local 
inflammation. In the first the redness is quite vivid, 
and the edges of the local disease show a simple erytho- 
8 
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matous flush, and the part does not look diy and eon- 
Btricted. Sometimes there is arterial throbbing of the 
part, and the pulse is full. In this case Veratrum is the 
general and topical remedy. In the second case the 
redness is very vivid, and the parts dry and constricted, 
with sometimes the appearance of a slight pustular 
eruption. The pulse is small, sharp, vibratile ; the 
remedy is Ehus Toxicodendron. In the third case the 
redness has a deeper shade, sometimes vivid, sometimes 
dull. The remed}', both general and local, is Tincture 
of Muriate of Iron. The fourth case shows more or 
less of a blanched appearance, as the disease advances : 
sometimes in the centre, sometimes at the borders, 
sometimes of the deep structures — you seem to be look- 
ing through the superficial redness. In these cases the 
general remedy is Sulphite of Soda, the local remedy 
Sulphurous Acid, Permanganate of Potasii, or Carbolic 
Acid. 

The variations of pigment color in different individ 
uals is so great in health, that it might seem almost im- 
possible to get definite information from its variations 
in disease, yet I think we will find it quite as certain 
as other evidences of disease. Of course we must have 
a correct idea of normal pigment coloration, and some 
guide to the natural tint of the individual. Transpa- 
rency and cleanness are the characteristics of health, 
whatever may be the shade. The lesions might be 
divided into those of excess, defect and perversion, 
though the last is the most important. 

Excess of pigment, when it retains the clearness and 
transparency of health, is usually evidence of active 
life, and good nutrition and excretion. Of course out- 
door exposure is always taken into consideration, as 
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canBing an increase of pigment. Local excesses of 
pigment have a variable meaning, though if still clear 
and transparent we think of functional activity. If we 
take the areola of the nipple, the clean, transparent, 
deep color evidences health}^ gestation, as does the 
deepened color over the gland. The increase of abdom- 
inal pigment has the same meaning, as has the increased 
pigment color of the vulva. Even the increased pig- 
ment of face observed during gestation is an index of 
healthy function. Not so the unequal and unpleasant 
brownish coloration known as morph. 

The deep pigment coloration of the neck in brain 
workers is a sign of health3?' nutrition of the nerve 
centres, whilst the want of pigment would indicate 
anaemia, and the dirty pigment would show a wrong of 
nutrition. 

The coloration of the skin and hair have the same 
associations. The clear, transparent color is the evi- 
dence of health, especially of the skin. The deepened 
color is evidence of an active life, especially of the vege- 
tative functions; whilst a loss of color is at once re- 
ferred to impaired nutrition. Even the color of the 
hair is subject to slight changes, and one may learn to 
distinguish b}'' this the condition of the nutritive func- 
tions. It is an unpleasant sign to find the hair becom- 
ing dull and sickly in color. 

There is an increase of pigment distinctly brown, 
and in patches on various parts of the body, which is 
known as " liver spots." They generall}^ make their 
appearance on parts covered b}^ the clothing, and may 
be quite large and extensive. We refrr them to a 
wrong of the bile pigment, and frequently find it asso- 
ciated with a wrong of digestion, and impairment of 
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the function of the brain. The remedy is Podophyllin, 
associated with its natural bitter principle, Bebeerina, 
(Hydrastia). 

The brownish-yellow coloration is evidence of a 
wrong of the organs of digestion. We may find it 
only about the mouth or the face, or we may find it 
pretty general where the lesion is chronic. It refers 
us to Nux Vomica as the remedy. 

Give us the same color, but dull and opaque, or with 
a leaden tinge of adjacent skin, and we again refer it 
to a lesion of the organs of digestion. The remedy is 
Chelidonium ; Podophyllin, if the tissues show more 
than usual fullness. 

The bright yellow of jaundice is a symptom of wrong 
of the liver. What the condition of the liver may be 
other symptoms must decide. But in so far as the 
color is concerned, we expect to wash it out through the 
kidneys. 

There is a peculiar sallowness with a tinge of green 
that indicates great impairment of blood-making and 
nutrition. The remedy is Copper; we usually give 
Rademacber's Tincture. 

No one could mistake the opaque, tallow-like color 
of hypochondria, and associate states. It tells us of 
impairment of the digestive and blood-making organs, 
of nutrition, and of waste and excretion. There is .a 
slow renewal of life, and the tissues are old and feeble. 
Very clearly in this case we want a more active " re- 
newal of life," and we stimulate the processes of retro- 
grade metamorphosis and excretion on the one hand, 
to remove the old structures, and see that the function 
of digestion is well performed, that we may have in- 
creased nutrition. 
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One could hardly mistake the evidence of the dingy, 
dull, grimy, dirty color of skin. It refers us to a wrong 
of the blood — " bad blood," and we conclude that the 
blood is as dirty as the skin. Of course it would not 
do to mistake the dingy, dirty skin of the " great un- 
washed," but this is not very likely. Soap and water 
will show the difference. In this case remedies to in- 
crease secretion, and sometimes to promote retrograde 
metamorphosis, hold the first place, though we do not 
forget the importance of improved nutrition. 

There is a deepened tint of skin, dull and opaque, 
that is a verj' good indication for Arsenic or Phos- 
phorus. The tissue seems to have lost life, and is in- 
elastic. Dullness of color and opacity, may be regarded 
as the special features ; and opacity where the color is 
lighter than usual may indicate the remedy. 

If we have a distinct want of pigment, the want of 
color not dependent upon anaemia, or an enfeebled cir- 
culation of blood, we think of Sulphur as a possible re- 
storative. Given in small doses, we sometimes find it 
exerting a marked influence upon the nutritive pro- 
cesses. 

BXAMUSTATION OF THE TONGUE. 

" Let me see your tongue," says the doctor at every 
visit, though what he expects to learn from " seeing 
the tongue " he would be puzzled to tell you, unless it 
was that the patient was " bilious." Of course habitu- 
ally seeing the tongue in disease will, unconsciously, 
many times, grow some knowledge of its diagnostic 
value, and if the physician is a close observer, it will 
give him valuable aid in determining the character of 
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disease. But many men are so little in the habit of 
using their eyes, and thinking for themselves, that they 
learn but very little. 

If we think for a moment, we will see that the tongue 
may tell us of — a, the condition of the digestive appa- 
ratus ; h. the condition of the blood; c, the condition of 
the nervous system and J, of the functions of nutri- 
tion and excretion. As these are important inquiries, 
indeed just the things we want to know, we will make 
the tongue talk as plainly as possible. 

We find the expression of disease in — a, its form; 6, 
its condition of dr3^nes8 or moisture ; c, its coatings; </, 
its color; and c, its motion. It is well to think of the 
subject in this methodical way, even though we are not 
able to follow it wholly in this study. 

The common idea of physicians is, that the tongue 
expresses the condition of the stomach and intestinal 
tract, and it should be examined with reference to this; 
few think that it may give further information. Being 
a part of the digestive trnct, supplied by the same 
nerves, and invested by the same mucous membrane, 
we would naturally expect it to show something of the 
condition of parts below. 

If we say that its condition may be taken as the type 
of the condition of parts below, we will not be far out 
of the way. True, there are many exceptions, but the 
rule is a very good one, and will hardly lead to serious 
error. The mind at once recognizes the changes of 
form, movement, condition, color, and secretion, as ex- 
pressions of local disease. It will not be far wrong, if 
it recognizes them as expressions of disease of tbo entire 
digestive apparatus. 

Change of form is qui fee expressive, and rarely leads 
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US into error. The dongcited and point d tongue ex- 
presses the condition of irritation and deterrai nation of 
blood to stomach and intestinal canal vqyj distinctly, 
and it is safe practice to give it full weight, and be very 
careful in the administration of remedies. As it is 
associated with excitation of the nerve centres, this is 
to be taken into consideration, when we value the evi- 
dence with reference to the stomach and bowels. If we 
observe this change of form early in the disease, we not 
only anticipate unpleasant gastric irritation through 
the sickness, and use care in avoiding irritants, but we 
employ means to remove it. Among these may be 
named minute doses of Aconite, Ipecac, Hydrocyanic 
Acid, Peach-bark infusion, small doses of Ehubarb, and 
Bismuth. 

The full tongue, broad and thick, is the evidence of 
atony of the digestive tract, especially of the mucous 
membranes. In this case the stomach and intestinal 
canal tolerates the common medicinos given, and the 
use of cathartics is less harmful, and may be more bene- 
ficial than in others. 

The finched, shrunken tongue expresses a want of 
functional activity in the digestive apparatus. It is the 
tongue of advanced acute disease, and is usually asso- 
ciated with dryness. "Want of functional activity" 
hardly expresses the condition, for the life of the diges- 
tive apparatus has suffered to such an extent, that there 
can be but little function. Whilst it is one of the indi- 
cations of want of food, it causes us to be very careful 
in its selection and administration, giving small quan- 
tities at a time, and at such periods as the unpleasant 
symptoms are least marked. 

The fissured tongue in chronic disease points ns to 
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lesion of tbe kidneys inflammatory in character. In 
some cases the fissures are transverse only, but in severe 
cases they are somewhat irregular, and by pressing the 
tongue down it is seen to separate in irregular patches 
of prominent villi. The symptom is so definite, that 
one may be assured of inflammation when this tongue 
presents. 

The fissured tongue in the advanced stage of febrile 
diseases refers us to lesion of the kidneys, or irritation 
of the nerve centres. In many cases we find a wrong 
in the secretion of urine, and close examination shows 
a condition of kidnej's bordering on inflammation. It 
deserves careful consideration, and especially means to 
place the skin in better condition, and to allay irrita- 
tion of the cerebrospinal centres. 

The conditions of dryness and moisture are important 
evidences of the condition of the intestinal tract. If 
the tongue is dry, we are sure the stomach and intes- 
tinal canal can do but little digestive work, and we give 
it as much' rest as possible. In such cases food is always 
given in fluid form, and usually above the temperature 
of 100°. It is also carefully selected and prepared, 
that the labor of digestion may be as small as possible. 
If the tongue is dry we are confident there is want of 
secretion from the intestinal canal and associate glands, 
and indeed that there is a condition present which will 
prevent the action of direct remedies to favor secretion. 
It is most absurd to employ cathartics in such cases, 
unless the object is simply to remove irritant accumula- 
tions. Moisture, on the contrary, expresses a condition 
favorable to functional activit}'. True, there may be 
impairment of function, as when the tongue is full 
showing atony, or heavily coated, showing increased 
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mucous secretion, or d'wty, showiiig depravation of the 
blood and secretions. 

If in acute disease with dryness of the tongue, we 
observe it becoming moist, we are confident of improve- 
ment, of the establishment of secretion, and indeed of 
all the vegetative processes. Having this meaning, it 
is nearly alwaj's regarded as a favorable symptom. 

The coatings of the tongue are observed with care, 
as they are thought to be especially symptomatic of the 
condition of the dii^cstive tract and the "liver."* 



♦Appkaranck of the Tongue as a Syaiptom of Disordeb 
OF THE Stomach — The ai^poct of the tongue was held by the 
older writers in medicine to be one of the most important criteria 
of the state of the diejcstive organs; and its morbid appearances 
were therefore carefully observed and minutely described by 
them as indications for both diagnosis and treatment 

In more recent periods, however, the value of tlie evidence 
furnished by this organ has been, if not entirely denied, at least 
80 greatly depreciated, that it seems desirable to ascertain what 
are the limits of our knowledge with regai-d to the association of 
changes on its surface with those occurring in lower portions of 
the alimentary canal. 

The question appears to be capable of being resolved into three 
principal divisions : 

1. What are the nature and causes of the alterations in the 
tongue which have been regarded as diagnostic of affections of 
the stomach ? 

2. In what other diseases, occurring independently of stomach 
affections, are these changes observed ? 

3. "Wl at 18 the nature of the nlterations of the digestive organ! 
with which these conditions of the tongue have been found to be 
associated ? 

The appearances of the iongue winch have been most com- 
monly believed to be associated with the diseases of the rest of 
tho intestinal canal, are (a) an increase of its epithelial covering 
9 
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Whilst there is much of error in the common ideas of 
*' furred tongue," something valuable maybe learned. 

The vivid wliiteness of the tf)ngue, evidentl}^ a change 
in the epithelium, evidences simple functional wrong, 
and is associated with the febrile state. If observed at 
other times, it may be taken as an indication that the 
stomach and digestive tube want rest. 

The tliin, transparent mucoid coating of the tongue, 
evidently upon and from the secretio-ns of the mouth, 
evidence enfeebled digestive function, frequently from 
intemperate eating or drinking. 



or "fur," which maj^ present various degrees of thickness, and 
different shades of color; (b) enlargement of its papil; (rlae) 
various shades and degrees of redness of the mucous membrane; 
and (d) certain alterations in its size and shape. 

(1) The fur or coating (saburra^ has boon shown by niicro- 
Bcopic examination to consist of epithelium scales, which are 
often fattily degenerated, and sometimes massed together, of free 
fat drops, and of confervoid growths ; of these the largr>st pro- 
portion is formed of the epithelial cells which are derived from 
the covering of the organ together with the saliva and buccal 
mucus, which in drying form a thick glutinous material, con- 
glomerating the other elements into a mass. 

The fur may be of greater or less thickness, dry or moist, uni- 
form, or accumulated more particularly at the posterior portions* 
it is sometimes deeply fissured b}' sulci, which may extend into 
the mucous membrane beneath. At other times it may separato 
in flakes from the surface, which then may look raw, *nd of a 
deeper red than natural, but which may, when the process of 
separation is gradual, present no deviation from the normal 
appearance. 

Mixed with the fur may be sometimes found pigment, blood 
corpuscles, mucous or pus corpuscles, or the remains of vegetable 
and animal portions of food. 
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The fur wlncli has consistence is evidently Upon the 
tongue, and can be scraped oif — evidences impairmenl 
of function, and the wrong is general!}^ in proportion 
to its thickness. If uniformly distribiited it may b6 
regarded as having reference to the entire intestinal 
tract; if restricted principally to the base, we think of 
greater wrong of the stomach. The heavily loatfed 
tongue would call our attention to accumulations in the 
bowels, and would prompt to means (mild) to secure 
their evacuation. The heavily loaded tongue at the base 
calls attention to accumulations in the stomach, and 

The color may be white or milky, or may present various 
shades of yellow or brown. 

The nature and cause of some of the changi^s in coior are very 
imperfectly understood. Some of them arise from articles of 
food, medicnial .substances, tobacco, etc.; a large proportion, how- 
ever, are caused by slight hemorrhages fiom the gums; while 
some others, and especially those occurring in fevers, remain un- 
explained. Excepting, however, those cases where there is direct 
pigmentary discoloration from jaundice, when other tissues par. 
ticipate in the change, there is no foundation for the common 
belief that a yellow fur on the tongue has any necessary connec- 
tion with hepatic disorder. 

As regards the chief causes to which the production of this fur 
IS attributable, may be mentioned: 

(a) Idiopathic conditions in which the tongue of some persons 
in:iy. conj^islently wiih apparently perfect general health, form 
:iMd throw Jiff II much larger amount of epithelial covering than 
18 ordinarily the case; inquiry should, therefore, be directed to 
this point b«'fore any general conclusions are formed respecting 
the indiciilions to be drawn from its presence. 

(6) States in which a coating is formed on the tongue by the 
simple drying of inspissated mucus and saliva, owing to the 
mouth being kept open, as is off-n the case during sleep. 

(e) Conditions of irritation in the mouth itself, giving rise to 
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suggests the use of an emetic to free tliis viscus, and 
stimulate normal innervation and circulation. 

Yellowness of coating is thought to arise from wrong 
in the hepatic'function, and to point to the use of*' liver 
remedies." Whilst it may have this r .forence in some 
cases, it is well to avoid the usual ciiola^^ogues. It may 
be said to call for Nu.x Vomica, small doses of Podo- 
phyllin and Hydrastine. A dull, leaden, yellow fur is 
an indication for Chelidonium. A dull, cheesy look- 



an increased production of epithelium on the cheeks, gums and 
tongue, and which, from their similarity lo the state of other 
mucous membrane-*, where increased secretion, attended with 
shedding of the epithe ia' covering, is iho result of irritation or 
S'jbacute inflammatorj^ action, are usually termed catarrhal. 
The belief that this is the true pathology of this islate, is also 
favored by the coincidence, in many Fuch case«, either of a geri- 
eral redness of the surface, beneath the ihicken<'d epithelium, or 
of hyperiemia and enlargement of the papillae, especially of the 
papillsa funglformes of the lateral and anterior portions. In 
Bome instances, also, the inflammatory state is further evidenced 
by the production of aphthie giving rise to slight and superficial 
ulcerations, with a reddened base, and often surrounded by a 
reddened margin. 

Many of these conditions of the tongue may, however, be due 
to local causes, such as carious teeth, or other sources of irritation 
to the fifth neive, or to accumulation of fixul around the bases 
of the teeth, or to medicinal agents aflecting the salivary g'ands 
and mouth, as Iodide of Potassium and Mercury, or to the habit 
of smoking (though this does not ordinarily produce a thickened 
epithelial fur, nor hyperajmia of the i)r>pil!a3 fungiformes, its 
effects being generally limited toati enlarL^emiMit of the papillis 
filiformes, wliich gives to the surface a finely roughened aspect). 
As smoking, however, is not an unfrecpient cause of stomach 
!ift*ections, our observations on this head are always attended 
with certain grounds of fallacy. — Fox on Diseases of Stomach, 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



STUDY OF DIAGNOSIS. 101 

ing fur, with slight green tinge, is an indication for 
Copper. 

The bright redness of tip and edges, especially of 
papillfiB is an evidence of irritation with determination 
of blood. It alvvaj's suggests care in the use of reme- 
dies, rest to the stomach, and the special agents named 
to remove irritation. A good condition of stomach is 
of first importance in the treatment of disease, and 
when these symptoms present, these means will hold a 
prominent place. 

The tongue gives us the best evidence of the condi- 
tion of the blood, and of the remedies which rectify its 
wrongs. All exudations or secretions from the blood 
must give information of the character of this fluid, 
and there is no better phice to observe them than in the 
mouth. The circulation of blood is also ver}- free and 
superficial in tlic tongue, and we are thus enabled to 
observe its changes of color better than in otiier situa- 
tions. The reader will recollect the distinction between 
the tongue itself and the fur or coating, when color is 
spoken of, as the one is from the circulating blood, and 
the other from the exudation. 

Tlie broad, pallid tongue — marked want of color in 
the tongue itself — evidences the want of the alkaline 
elements of the body. The evidence is clear iand dis- 
tinet, and the want one of much importance. It mu}^ 
be the basis of the entij*ety of the disease, which will 
fiidQ away as soon as the proper alkali is given, or it 
inay be but a. portion of the wrong, and the alkaline 
Bait prepares the way and facilitates the action of other 
remedies. 

If there is no special indication for some other, we 
prescribe Soda because it? is the salt of the blood. 
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Usually we direct the bicarbonate added to water tO 
make a pleasant drink, and given freely as the patient 
wishes it. If there is predominant wrong of the mus- 
cular system, we may select a salt of Potash. If of tho 
cellular tissue, a salt of Lime. 

The deep red tongue, (usually contracted and dr}'^), 
evidences the want of an acid, as well as that condition 
of the blood known as " tj'phoid." Here, as in the 
preceding case, the want of an acid (undue alkalinity 
of blood), may be the principal element of disease, and 
all the S3'mptoms are ameliorated, and the patient con- 
valesces when it is given. In other cases it is but a por- 
tion of the disease, and the acid facilitates the action 
of other remedies. It is a very common s3MDptom in 
typhoid and tj'phiis fevers, and the use of an acid in 
these cases has been found a very successful treatment 
by Chambers, Anstie and others in the London Hospi- 
tals. Our Prof King, some twenty-five 3^ears since, 
suggested the' use of good sharp cider in these cases, 
and it has been emploj^ed with much success. He did 
not say there was deep redness of mucous membrane?, 
but he might have said so, for he did name the dry and 
contracted tongue with dark sordcs, and they are asso- 
ciated together. 

In this case we select with reference to the condition 
of the stomach, and the blood poisoning, and some- 
times we may defer to the taste of the patient. Muri- 
atic Acid usually receives the preference, as it is well 
borne by the stomach, is a natural acid, and is a power- 
ful antiseptic. It is added to water to make a pleasant 
acid drink, and given ad Ulltuin. In some cases sharp 
cider is better borne by the stomach, is grateful to tho 
taste, and the small amount of alcohol in it is beneficial. 
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In others lactic acid, in the form of whey, answers an 
excellent purpose, as it furnishes a calorifacient food as 
Well. 

The deep red, or deep violet colored mucous mem- 
branes, with fullness, evidences sepsis, and is an indica- 
tion for the sj^eciul remedy, Baptisia. The acid should 
also be given in some cases. * 

The full color, with violet shade, superficial and trans- 
parent, is the indication for Nitric Acid, and it will be 
found one of the most valuable remedies of the Materia 
Medica. 

The tongue large, thick in centre, with incurved 
edges, and of a dull blue, or leaden color, is one of the 
strongest indications for Arsenic, and it will rarely fail 
to arrest the progress of disease in such cases. 

The same dull, leaden color, with no change in size 
or shape of the tongue, is one of the best indications 
for the use of Phosphorus, or the Ilypophosphites. 

The sUck^ raw-beef tongue, the papillaB wholly effaced, 
evidences sepsis of the blood, and is one of the most 
marked of the *' typhoid " sj-mptoms. The color of 
the tongue is usually deep, and we will erai:)loy an Acid 
or Baptisia. 

The exudation or fur upon the tongue is a pretty 
good index of the condition of the blood. Of course 
we must weigh the influence of local disease of the 
mouth and teeth, and the sympathetic relations with 
the stomach and bowels, as heretofore named. (See 
note.) 

The dirti/ fur is an indication of sepsis of the blood, 
as well as of depravation of the secretions. It is fre- 
quently associated with moisture, and the redness is 
rarely increased. We use the common word " dirty," 
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because it expresses our meaning elearl}' — the impres- 
sion upon the senses is that of dirt, and its meaniiig is 
dirt. It may be a dirty white, a didy-graj^, a dirty- 
yellow, or a dirty-brown, but the dirt}', grimj- appear- 
ance always assumes prominence in the mind. 

If we have a dirty tongue, pallid, we usually think 
of Sulphite of Soda. If the redness is natural, we may 
use Sulphurous Acid or Sulphite of Magnesia. If dirty, 
with increased redness, Muriatic Acid. 

All shades of brown c'\nd hlack have reference to the 
condition known as typhoid. We have every shade of 
color from the slight tinge of brown to the deep brown 
or almost black. It is not on\y the coating of the 
tongue that shows this color, but accumulations of 
sordes about the teeth, and sometimes crusts upon the 
lips. As is the deepness of color, so is the wrong known 
as " sepsis," and so is the need of the class of reme- 
dies known as ^^ antiseptic." As is the deepness of 
color, so is the impairment of life, and the need of care 
and rest to conserve it, and of food and restoratives to 
support it. 

These dark coatings are so usually associated with 
deep redness, that we usually think of acid remedies, 
first of which is Muriatic Acid. Bui some of the cases 
will need Baptisia, others Chlorate of Potash, and some 
will be benefited b}' Carbolic Acid. Cleanliness is of 
especial importance in these cases, as all decomposing 
animal matter in the air or surroundings, increases the 
wrong of the blood. 

The reader may not have tliought that the tongue 
could tell him much Avith regard to the condition of 
the nervous system, and yet a little study will show 
that it does give YQry important evidence. It has 
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special reference to the condition of the sj^mpathetic 
nervous system, and tliis m^y be regarded as the most 
important, but we also learn much of cerebro-spinal in- 
nervation. 

We associate dryness of tongue with excitation of the 
nerve centres, especiallj' the ganglionic. So positive is 
the evidence that it is not possible to mistake it. Dry- 
ness of tongue is associated with vascular excitement, 
and with arrest of secretion from this cause. If in 
acute disease with drj-ness of tongue, .we find it becom- 
ing moist, we know that the nerve centres are being re- 
lieved, and that the circulation is improved, and secre- 
tion is commencing. If in a case of disease marked by 
enfeebled innervation from the sympathetic, and moist, 
relaxed tongue, the tongue commences to diy and be- 
comes firmer, we know that this nervous system has 
been stimulated, and man}' times it is a first evidence 
of amendment. 

Whilst dryness always evidences undue excitement 
of the nerve centres, and calls for sedatives, or that 
class of agents which remove this, too much moisture and 
relaxation is evidence of the opposite condition. The 
reader will recollect the typical salivation from Mercury, 
and its influence in this regard, and will weigh the de- 
pressant influence of the mineral upon the sympathetic 
nervous system, by these conditions. If after mercu- 
rial salivation, the nerve centres ai-e stimulated by 
Quinine, or Quinine and Opium with Ipecac, the tongue 
will become firmer and may become dry, and if not too 
great, this has been regarded as a good symptom 
Moisture of tongue is one of the prominent conditions 
assuring us of the kindlj- action of Quinine, and even 
of Opium when indicated. If marked, and accompanied 
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by full, relaxed tissues, the patient alwaj^s requires 
nerve stimulants. 

Contraction is always an evidence of an excited nervous 
system. Sometimes, indeed, we may measure thfl 
wrong of innervation by this symptom, as in typhoid 
and typhus fevers, and in the later stages of acute dis- 
ease. The reader who has seen the great nervous 
wrongs of these affections, will recollect the pinched, 
contracted tongue as one of the prominent S3^mptoms. 

Fullness of tongue has the opposite meaning. If 
marked, we are quite sure that innervation is impaired 
from atony, or want of normal stimulus of the nerve 
centres, especially of the sympathetic. It suggests 
nerve stimulants as a part of the treatment, Podophyl- 
lin and Lobelia for the solar and cardiac plexus, Nux 
Vomica, Strychnia, Belladonna, Ergot, for the associate 
sj^mpathetic and spinal nervous sj'stenis, and Quinine 
for the associate wrong of the three, or simply for the 
brain alone. 

Whilst the elongated and pointed tonirue has especial 
reference to the stomach and intestinal canal, it is one 
of the expressions of disease of the base of the brain. 
It is well to note this fact, for we may have the wrong 
of tiie brain as the primary lesion, the nausea and vom- 
iting being but the result, and if treatment was wholly 
directed to the stomach, we would make a great mis- 
take. Gelseminum assumes a prominent place here, 
associ;ited either with Yeratrum or Aconite. Eest is 
obtained by the topical action of Chloroform about the 
ear. 

The small tongue, full in the centre, which is covered 
with a thick, tenacious mucoid coat, is an indication of 
marked disturbance of the brain, unless we have evi- 
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dence of acute disease of ears, tbe globes of the eyes, 
or the sphenoidal or ethmoidal cells. It may indicate 
a very grave lesion, or in the latter ease will pass away 
with the local disease. In those cases where the coat- 
ing is removed, the surface is left slick, and very dark 
colored. 

The to4igue covered with a grayish or yellowish fur, 
showing small patches of red distributed uniformly 
over the surface, is the tongue of scarlet fever. The 
same appearance will be seen in other cases, where the 
capillary circulation of the skin is enfeebled. 

The eroded appearance of the papillas at the tip of 
the tongue, looking like small, rose-colored bubbles, 
evidences a peculiar wrong of the nerve centres and of 
the blood, for which Rlius Toxicodendron is the 
remedy. 

The movements of the tongue are sometimes of im- 
portance in determining the condition of the brain. If 
the patient has complete command over it, we conclude 
that the functions of the brain are still well performed. 
But if it is protruded with difficulty, is tremulous, or is 
inclined constantly to one side, we are confident we 
have a proportionate cerebral lesion. Whilst we might 
get the evidence elsewhere, it is quite as well to give 
weight to these sj'mptoms, and when observed, to adopt 
means early for the r« lief of the brain. 

From what has been said, the reader will draw the 
conclusion that impairment of nutrition and secretion 
will be indicated by marked dr3'ness and contraction 
on the one hand ; or increased moisture and relaxation 
on the other. Iti the first case there is undue excita- 
tion, and if we select remedies to increase secretion or 
excretion, they will be of a sedative character. In the 
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Other casft there is a want of innervation, and the rem©- 
dies will be those which will give stimulus and tone. 

There is a sodden, unpleasant looking tongue, which 
is quite as good evitlence of cacoplastic material in the 
blood as any we can find. We recognize at once the 
evidence of enfeeblement of the digestive functions, 
and if there is local irritation we expect that the exu- 
date will be of this character, readily breaking down 
and destroying the tissues. 



EXAMINATION OF THE DISCHARGES. 

The examination of the discharges in common dis- 
eases is usually quite superficial, and Avhilst it has some 
diagnostic value is usually of little importance. The 
physician from force of habit asks after the discharge 
of urine and feces. Has the patient passed urine? 
freely ? was it high colored, or w^hat was its color ? 
Has the patient's bow^els been moved ? how often ? 
These are the common questions, and the answers are 
very uncertain and indefinite. Possibly the physician 
wishes to examine '' the vessel," but in these days ho 
is usually satisfied with these casual inquiries, and pre- 
fers to get his information from pleasanter sources. In 
the oldon time examination of "the vessel" was of 
greater importance, for the principal part of the phy- 
sician's business was to fill it — medicine meant dis- 
charges. 

It maybe well to give this subject a brief studj^, 
though we do not attach such great importance to it. 
We may divide the study into five parts — a, wMth refer- 
ence to the discharge from nose and mouth ; 6, with 
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reference to the dischargefi from the skin ; c, with refer- 
ence to the, discharges from the urinary apparatus ; <Z, 
with reference to the discharges from the bowels; and 
e, with reference to the discharges from the reproduc- 
tive organs. 

From the Nose. — The dischargt's fiom the nose are 
of local significance, and indicate changes of function 
and structure in these cavities. In measles and typhus, 
catarrhal symptoms are among the most prominent, 
and in the first are almost pathognomonic ; but these 
and epidemic influenza are the onlj'^ instances where the 
disease is referred to the blood. 

The thin, glairy secretion is evidence of irritation 
and determination of blood. The white of egg looking 
mucus of active inflammation. The yellowish, glairy 
discharge of commencing suppuration — muco-pus, and 
the opaque, yellowish, non-tenacious secretion, of the 
subsidence of inflammatorj' action. 

Dryness of the anterior nares is usually referred to 
scanty or arrested lachiymal secretion ; too much mois- 
ture of the anterior nares, thin, watery, to increased 
lachrymal secretion. 

In chronic disease of the nasal cavities, the condition 
of the parts is pretty clearly shown by the character 
of the discharges which have the entire range of mucus, 
muco-pus and pus. In determining the diagnostic 
value of these discharges, we will be guidud by the same 
rules as in other situations. We wish to know the ph}^- 
«ical properties of normal mucus, and of normal pus, 
and wo will then have a standard of comparison; this 
we will study in discharges from the respiratory tract 
below. 
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Prom the Mouth. — The discharges from the mouth 
proper are of saliva with some mucus secretion. But 
through the mouth we have all the discharges from the 
respiratory tract below, of mucus, pus, blood, exudative 
material, etc. We also have occasionally discharges 
from the digestive tract, the stomach, upper small intes- 
tine, and secretion from the liver. 

The saliva normally is a thin, transparent slightly 
viscid fluid, with a marked alkaline reaction to litmus 
paper. If it loses these properties in degree, or is in- 
creased, we will conclude that the first act of digestion ^ 
is improperly performed. Ph3'sicians have not been 
properly impressed with the importance of buccal diges- 
tion, and frequently direct their remedies to the stomach 
when it is not at fault. 

We have already seen that dryness of the mouth evi- 
denced arrest of secretion, and necessarily impairment 
of the digestive process. If the salivary- secretion is 
found to be scanty, we anticipate a wrong of digestion, 
especially of starch}^ foods, and a wrong of nutrition. 
It is usually asscKjiated wnth excitation of the nerve 
centres, and local disease presents unusual irritation. 
We have the same results where the saliva is constantly 
thrown off in chewing and smoking. 

The remedies suggested in chronic disease by scanty 
secretion of saliva are. Iris Yersicolor, Phytolacca, 
Panax, and some others of this class, with the Iodides 
and Bromides, especially of Ammonium. 

Increased secretion of saliva is found as a symptom in 
some forms of chronic disease,' and occasionally in 
acute disease. If marked, it interferes with digestion, 
and is a cause of depravation of the blood. This may 
seem singular to the reader, and 3'et I think any one 
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who has closelj^ observed cases presenting this 83nnptom 
will bear me out. The tendenc}' is always to low 
grades of albuminoid, deposits — cacoplastic, or aplastic. 

In acute disease the remedies will be the Alkaline 
Sulphites or Sulphurous Acid, or sometimes Chlorate 
of Potash, or Chloride of Sodium. Quinine and Nux 
Vomica are thought of for the wrong of innervation, 
and Hj^drastis and Podophyllin for the wrongs of the 
intestinal canal. The same remedies will be applicable 
in chronic disease, and in addition wo ma}' think of 
Phosphorus, Sulphur, and sometimes Arsenic. 

It is hardly worth while to speak of changes in the 
character of saliva as regards its viscositj-, as it is alwa^^s 
associated with excess in quantilj-, and the indications 
for remedies will be as above. I would call attention, 
however, to the need of antiseptics in tliese cases, for 
very surely we will have sepsis as a prominent feature in 
the progress of acute disease. If the proper antiseptic 
is selected, as elsewhere described, whether Sulphite of 
Soda, Sulphurous Acid, Chlorate of Potash, Baptisia, or 
Muriatic Acid, this s3Miiptom will pass away. 

The reaction of the secretions of the mouth to test 
paper will be found to vary, and this will sometimes in- 
dicate the class of remedies to be selected The alka- 
linity may be markedly increased, and acids will be as- 
sociated with remedies to influence the digestive pro- 
cess. In such a case, with dyspepsia, Muriatic or Lactic 
Acid, largely diluted, with the addition of a small por- 
tion of Nux, will cure when the ordinary means have 
failed. In infantile d3'spepsia, we sometimes tind the 
saliva neutral, or in rare cases the entire secretions of 
the mouth are slightly acid. We find the same condi- 
tions in the adult, though not so often nor so marked. 
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In such cases we would give Phosphate of Soda, and 
surely expect the patient to amend rapidly. 

Prom the Stomach. — Ejections from the stomach as 
the result of disease may sometimes give valuable in- . 
formation, though usually we depend more upon what 
the patient tells us than upon what wo see. But as a 
matter of interest we may examine the discharges. 

Eructations in dyspepsia are very acid or feebl}^ acid. 
The first is very common and is usually met b}' an 
alkali or Bismuth, though experience shows that this is 
not good treatment, or at least but a part of good treat- 
ment. It is associated with hypersesthesia, demanding 
Aconite, Hj^drocyanic Acid, Rhubarb, Ipecac, and like 
remedies; with externally the wet pack, either of water 
or water with an acid. The second evidences a condi- 
tion of atony, and suggests Muriatic and Lactic Acids, 
with Hydrastis and similar bitters, Poduph^'llin, etc. 

Eructations containing a yellowish, or j^ellowish- 
brown coloring material, and of a bitter taste, shows 
irritation of the upper small intestine, and sometimes 
an irritation of the entire chylopoietic apparatus. The 
remedies will be such as prove sedative to those parts. 

Blood in the discharges has a variable significance. 
If in small quantities, during violent vomiting, we may 
conclude that some minrte vessels have given away; if 
dark colored and clotted, we conclude there is passive 
hemorrhage — usually from congestion, except in the 
rare case of ulceration, with erosion of some of the 
vessels, when the discharge may either be of bright or 
clotted blood. 

Vomiting of considerable quantities of mucus is occa- 
sionally noticed in persistent atonic dyspepsia, and ite 
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therapeutic value will be obvious. Vomiting of pus is 
at once referred to ulceration, the result of chronic in- 
flammation. 

The " black vomit " of yellow fever, and some rare 
cases of congestive, intermittent and remittent fevers, 
shows the breaking down of the blood, as well as tbe 
congestion of the digestive mucous surfaces. 

From the Eespiratory Tract. — The discharges from 
the respiratory tract are of mucus, pus, blood, and the 
material of exudation. As heretofore remarked, we 
wish to have a clear idea of the origin and value of 
these discharges, and senses trained to recognize them 
when seen. In health the resj^iratory mucous mem- 
brane is continuously lubricated with mucus, but it is 
not in quantity to be discharged by mouth ; even the 
increase of quantit}^ is evidence of disease. 

If mucus is thin, glairy, and very tenacious, we know 
that it comes from a mucous membrane in a condition 
of great vascular excitement — inflammation. The more 
marked these properties, the more active the excite- 
ment. We see it in minor degree in catarrhal bron- 
chitis, but most marked in sthenic bronchitis when 
secretion is first established. The typical remedy is 
Veratrum. 

The opaque mucus, not so tenacious, is associated 
with a subsidence of the inflammation and resolution. 
The quantity maybe such as to enfeeble the part or the 
patient, but other than this it is regarded as a favor- 
able symptom. The reader must not suppose from this 
that abundant opaque mucous discharges are essential to 
recovery, for they are not, and the patient convalesces 
better if the discharge is never in excess, and but little 
10 
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changed in character. Tlie typical remedy is Ipecac 
Change of color evidences local structural dfsease, and 
disease of the blood, whatever the color may be. 
Shades of yellow and green show suppuration — the dis- 
charge is more or less purulent. Shades of brown, if 
not from blood in this discharge, show a low grade of 
inflammation and impjurment of the blood. In some 
of these cases the discharges look like " prune juice," 
or still worse, like the washings of spoiled beef 

Globular sputa is characteristic of pneumonia, as the 
glairy, tenacious mucus is of bronchitis. So marked is 
this character of the expectoration ii> inflammation of 
the parenchj^ma of the lnng«, that it is evidenced, not 
only in the single portions of mucus expectorated, but 
when the patient spits in a vessel, they all run together 
to form a globular mass. 

The cheesi/ expectoration, lacking consistence, seem-' 
ing to be somewhat granular, is usually regarded as 
tuberculous. Whilst there are excepti(m}«, it is prob- 
able that it may usually be regarded as evidencing 
aplastic orcaeoplastic deposits, and a condition favoring 
tuberculosis, if it is not broken down tubercle. 

Masses of dessicated mucus are sometimes expec- 
torated, that are well calculated to deceive. They are 
in larger and smaller granules, and fully meet the 
popular idea of tubercular deposit. Yet when we take 
a portion and soften it with water on a glass, it gives 
the glairy, tenacious mucus, and not the friable, tuber- 
cular matter. These little bodies are evidently from 
accumulations in mucous follicles, principally iii the 
larynx, which are forced out in the act of coughing. 

Pus from mucous membranes, Avill in appearance take 
the entire range of this product. It is usually admixed 
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with mucus, and thus hus greater consistence. It is 
laudable, or bad, thin, thick, bland, ichorous, yellow, 
green, brown, etc It evidences I(»cal destruction, 
though it may bo but superficial, tho relationship be- 
tween mucus and pus being very intimate. The grada- 
tions of pus have the same significance here as elsewhere. 

Blood may be discharged from the throat and pha- 
lynx, from the stomach, from the larynx, and from the 
lungs. From the throat and j^harynx it is of usual 
color, is not frothy, and is ejected by an act of the will. 
Blood from the stomach is of darker color, is sometimes 
admixed with food and the secretions of the stomach, 
or is in jmrt clotted. Blood from the larynx is but little 
froth}'', is of usual color, and is in part discharged by 
an act of will. Blood from the lungs is usually bright, 
froihy, and wells up into the mouth without the con- 
sciousness of the patient. 

We always want to know whether hemorrhage is 
active or passive, as the treatment will depend upon 
this. Very fresh and bright blood would evidence 
active hemorrhage, whilst deeper colored blood would 
evidence passive hemorrhage. Yet we will find better 
evidence in the color and expression of the face and in 
the pulse. Active hemorrhage calls for Yeratrum and 
Ipecac, whilst passive hemorrhage refers us to Erigeron, 
Gallic Acid and Ergot. 

Mucus streaked with bright blood evidences inflam- 
mation, and is seen in sthenic bronchitis. If the blood 
is less bright it evidences a lower degree of inflamma- 
tion, or rather impairment of the life of the pait, and 
if it assumes the "prune juice " character, it evidences 
an unpleasant condition. The blood in the sputa of 
pneumonia is rusti/^ and may be found perfectly admixed 
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with the mass of mucus, or forming a central nucleus. 
If here it becomes brown, or has the "prune juice" 
character, it evidences a low grade of inflammatory " 
action and impairment of the life. 

We occasionally see exudative material. First, as 
fibrinous exudations from the mucous surfaces, in croup 
and in croupous bronchitis: second, as broken down 
tubercular material from the parenchyma of the lungs. 
The last is sometimes very characteristic, but at others 
it is so masked by the bronchial secretions and by the 
breaking down of the structures, that we can hardly 
recognize it. Call it cheesy, friable, and the fluid dif- 
fering in character from laudable pus in consistence, 
color, etc., and the reader will get a fair idea of it. 

EXAMINATION OP THE TJEINE. • 

The physician in common j^ractice has but little 
knowledge of the urine — possibly he may not know 
the physical properties of normal* urine. As we have 
stated so often, this is the first thing that needs be 
learned. If we can recognize normal urine when we 
see it, it will be possible to tell its common variations 
by sight. Yet here we find a serious obstacle in the 
way — the ver}'^ great variations of normal urine both in 
color and in quantity. Yet there is a normal color. and 
these differences are more in its concentration than in 
any real change. The quantity may vary very greatly 
without any marked change in the excretion — water 
forming its bulk.* 

♦Composition of Eenal Excretion. — The renal excretion has 
naturally an acid reaction, and consists chiefly of urea, with some 
line acidj sundry other animal products of less importance, in« 
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The majority of physicians attach but little value to 
the ordinary examination of urine by the sight, which 
is popularl}^ known as " Uroscopy." Yet whilst we are 
convinced that there is a broad basis of charlatanry, 
there is evidentl}^ something real that serves as a basis 
for selecting remedies. Evidently it is worth study, 
and I think I can point out a method by which the 
reader can learn all there is to be known. 

It is claimed tl]at all disease is represented in change 
of the urinary secretions, and that these changes can 
be recognized. Let us admit it, and then to study 
diagnosis by the urine we will take cases of disease 

eluding certain coloring-matters, and saline and gaseous sub- 
stances, all held in solution by a large quantity of water. 

The quantity and composition of the urine vary greatly ac- 
cording to the time of day-; the temperature and moisture of the 
air; the fasting or replete condition of the alimentary canal; 
and the nature of the food. 

Urea and uric acid are both composed of the elements carbon, 
hydrogen, oxygen, and nitrogen ; but the urea is by far the more 
soluble in water, and greatly exceeds the uric acid in quantity. 

An average healthy man excretes by the kidneys about fifty 
ounces, or twenty-four thousand grains of water a day. In this 
are dissolved five hundred grains of urea, but not more than ten 
to twelve grains of uric acid. 

The amount of other animal matters, and of saline substances, 
varies from one-third as much to nearly the same amount as the 
urea. The saline matters consist chiefly of common salt, phos- 
phates and sulphates of potash, soda, lime and magnesia. The 
gases are the same as those in the bloody-namely, carbonic acid, 
oxygen, and nitrogen. But the quantity is, proportionally, less 
than one-third as great; and the carbonic acid is in very large, 
while the oxygen is in very small, amount. 

The average specific gravity does not differ very widely from 
that of blood-serum, being 1.020. — Huxley. 
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where the diagnosis is well made, and com pare the urine 
with the normal standard of health. Certainlj^ we will 
now be able to see these differences if the}^ exist. Hero 
is the patient suffering with pneumonia, bronchitis, or 
tuberculosis. Is there a urine that represents pneu- 
monia^ bronchitis, or tuberculosis ? Here are patients 
BiifTering from well recognized nervous lesions, neural- 
gia, paralysis, epilepsy, etc. Is there a urine that rep- 
resents neuralgia, paralysis, epilepsy-, etc. ? Here are 
certain well defined lesion^ of digestion, blood-making, 
nutrition, and retrograde metamorphosis. Are tlase 
urines that represent these lesions of digestion, blood- 
making, nutrition, and retrograde metamOrj)hoBis ? 

But supposing we do not find that these diseases are 
represented in the urines, and we ca4i not diagnose the 
situation of local disease from it, possibly we can diag- 
nose a general condition of disease. At least we will 
very certainly learn what is to be learned, and we will 
learn something that is valuable. 

The ordinary examination is conducted with refer- 
ence to — a, quantity; h, specific gravity; c, color; c/, 
deposits ; and e, chancre in its constituents. In every 
day practice the examination is of necessity superficial, 
and it is only when symptoms point to lesions of the 
urinary apparatus, or the disease is so obscure that we 
resort to eyery known means, that a critical examina- 
tion of urine is made. 

To determine anything definitely with regard to this 
secretion, the urine must be passed in a separate vessel, 
(which should be clean), and tl.e urine of twenty -four 
hours saved for inspection. All tests of color should 
be made in clear white glass containers by means of 
transmitted light, and all deposits should be examined 
in a similar manner. 
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Quantity. — The normal quantity of urino in the 
healthy man is about fifty ounces in the twenty- four 
hours, and this is of a specific gravity of 1.020, contain- 
ing 1-080 grains of 8olid matter. The urine may mea- 
sure but thirty ounces, yet the specific gravity being 
high, 1.030, the secretion will be sufficient for blood 
depuration. Again, the urine may be passed in norTual 
quantitj^, or as much as sixty or sevent}'^ ounces daily, 
and yet being of low specific gravity, 1. 010, the patient 
will suffer from uraemia There is thus such indefinite- 
ncss, that even though we know the quantity of urine 
in twenty-four hours, we can iiot teU whether depura- 
tion is sufficient or not. 

. It may be remarked further that we do not expect 
as large secretion from the kidneys in disease, when the 
body is inactive, as in health when it is active. Scanty 
urino is characteristic of all forms of disease, and even 
an accurate measurement of quantity and specific 
gravity will not tell us so well whether it is sufficient, 
as other symptoms that might seem to the casual ob- 
server to be more indefinite. 

Specific Gravity. — The specific gravity is deter- 
mined by a urinometer, and having the quantity passed 
in twenty-four hours, we will, with this instrument, be 
able to determine the amount of solids in this period. 
But it does not determine what solids. If the urine be 
of low specific gravity, and in small quantity, the blood 
may be so freed from urea, that the function may be 
regarded as normal, for there ma}^ be but little of the 
" 600 grains of other animal matter and saline sub- 
stances " passing out, and the urea for excretion may 
not be more than two or three hundred grains. Con- 
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versely, if the urine be of hi'['h specific gravity, and 
passed in considerable quantities, the patient may still 
suffer from iirsamic poisoning, for the adventitious solids, 
sugar, albumen, saline matters, etc., take the plac'e of 
urea. 

It is well to get an idea of the uncertainty of this 
examination, otherwise we might be led into error. We 
reach no conclusions from these examinations that are 
not proven by other symptoms ; and usually we make 
these examinations to confirm conclusions reached by 
more definite expressions of disease. If the patient is 
'Suifering from the nervous excitation or coma of re- 
tained urinary excretion, the examination determining 
scanty urine becomes of value. If the patient shows 
evidence of waste, and we find too free excretion, we 
conclude that this drain upon the blood should be 
stopped. 

In any wrong of innervation, we think of the urinary 
excretion as a possible source of disease, and if wo do 
not find the cause elsewhere, we give the urine a critical 
examination. In any disease, of debility, especially 
when chronic, if we can not find the cause elsewhere, 
we turn at once to the kidneys as a possible seat of the 
trouble, and make the necessary examination. 

Color.* — The color of the urine has been regardexl 
as the best diagnostic evidence in the common exami- 

•Urohaematin, the substance which gives to healthy urine its 
peculiar tint, is of more importance to the Clinical Physician 
than the majority of urinary ingredients*, for the quantity passed 
in the twenty-fmr hours is not only an index to the tear and 
wear of the tissues, but the best measure we at present possess 
of the rapidity with which man burns life's lamp Tho amount 
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nation of this fluid. Of necessity, if any definite in- 
formation is to be had, the urine must be passed apart 
from the faeces, and as before named, it should be exam- 
ined in white glass by transmitted light. 

The physician in ordinary, recognizes the normal 
color varying from a pale straw to a j^ellowish brown 
tint, and he classes the urine of disease as dark and 
light or pale. Scan t}^ and high colored urine is asso- 
ciated with acute febrile and inflammatory diseases, 
and pale urine with diseases of relaxation. Possibly 
this is quite as definite as the ordinary professional 
thought, and we ina}^ well ask ourselves if there is any 
reason for this indefiniteness. Most assuredly there is ; 
and we find it in the wide range of coloration in health, 
and also in diseases in "which color has but little 
meaning.f 

of all the ingredients of the urine we have hitherto considered, 
are much more uniler the influence of the diet than that of uro- 
hflsmatin, the quantity of which riiay be said to be a tolerably 
exact measure of the destruction of blood corpuscles. — Harley. 

tThe color of the urine varies greatly in disease. It may be 
perfectly white, yellow, brown, red, black, green, or blue, and 
each of these tints, in the absence Of ingesta capable of acci- 
dentally producing them, invariably indicates the existence of 
grave disease. 

Normally colored urine does not, however, exclude the possi- 
bility of disease, for the color of the freshly passed urine is no 
absolute criterion either of the quantity or the kind of coloring 
matter it contains. The abnormal like the normal pigments are 
often combined with some of the other urinary ingredients in the 
form of colorless compounds, and it is not until the compound is 
decomposed, and the pigment set free, that we can take cogni- 
sance either of its quantity or its quality. For example, hero are 
three urines: 1st. A pale, alinost colorless urine from a healthy 
11 
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Let us take the opinion of Dr. G-eorge Harley, (and 
I give it in extenso in the foot note,) a most excellent 
observer, that the coloring matter of the urine — uro- 

infant, aged 18 months. It Las a specific gravity of 1 018. 2d. 
An equally pale, almost colorless urine from a girl, aged 19, suf- 
faring from chlorosis. It has also a specific gravity of 1.018. 3d. 
A dark straw-colored, but perfectly transparent urine from a 
healthy man, aged 33. It has likewise a specific gravity of 1.018, 
In fact, these three urines have been purposely selected on 
account of their having the same specific gravity. To each of 
these add a quarter of their bulk of strong nitric acid, and bring 
them to the boiling-point. Watch the change. The infant's 
pale urine is scarcely altered ; the man's dark urine is only 
slightly deepened in tint; whereas the almost colorless urine of 
the chlorotic girl has assumed an intensely red hue. What is the 
cause of this difference? The infant is in the bloom of health — 
there is no waste of blood-corpuscles in it — all the blo«d discs it 
possesses are employed in the development of its frame. The 
man has arrived at maturity; he is still in the prime of life, and 
in the enjoyment of perfect health ; his blood-corpuscles are not 
wasted, but merely consumed in the tear and wear of every-day 
life. The young woman, on the other hand, is suffering from 
chlorosis; she has a pale lip, and a blanched cheek ; her coipus- 
cles are being too rapidly consumed ; her life's blood is oozing 
away by the kidneys, and there it appears as an excess of urohae- 
matin in her urine. 

Take again these two urines so different in appearance.^ They 
are from young men about the same age (24 years/ The one 
urine is perfectly colorless, like water ; the other is of a deep red 
color — case of haematuria from disease of the kidne3\ On adding 
Strong hydrochloric acid to the colorless urine ii rapidly assumes 
a port wine tint, whereas the same amount of acid added to the 
red urine, instead of heightening, actually destroys the color it 
already possesses. And why? Simply because the pule urine 
contains an excess of combined urohsematin, which is liberated 
hy the acid; whereas, the red urine contains merely a number 
of free blood-corpuscles, which become coagulated, and, as thf 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



STDDY OF DIAGNOSIS. 123 

hsematin — represents the wear and tear of the tissues, 
and especially of the red corpuscles. We might cx]^ect 
this to show us definitely the extent of this wear and 

coloring matter in them is insignificant in quantity when com- 
pared with the amount of urohaematin in the other, no sooner are 
their cell-walls destroyed and the contained haemato-globulin 
Bet free and coagulated, than the red color disappears. Now 
which of these two classes of urine denotes the most danger? 
Most assuredly not that containing the free blood-cells. A very 
imall quantity of blood will sometimes color a great deal of 
urine; whereas an immense destruction of blood-corpuscles may 
take p'ace in the body, and their debris be so eliminated as to be 
invisible to the eye until the application of an acid sets it free. 
In fact, experience has shown me that the n«)rmall3' colored urine 
of disease is a most treacherous guide to go by. It often Iqjls 
tho inexperienced into the belief that there is nothing materially 
wrong, when a grave lesion is makii.g rapid strides toward a 
fatal termination. Not very long ago I was told by an intelli- 
gent practitioner that a young lady, regarding whoso health we 
were consulting, was laboring under hysteria " The secretions," 
as he termed them, being "all right," my opinion had been 
asked more with the view of satisfying the frionis who were get- 
ting fidgety than anything else. The case appeared to be what 
he said, until he added, "She is well fed, and yet she lose* fiesh, 
and 1 don't know why." This remark at once brought us back 
to the urine, which he assured me was perfectly natural in color, 
and contained neither sugar nor albumen. I analyzed some, and 
tlte case proved the very counterpart of the lad's just spoken of. 
Although the girl's urine was natural in color, her life's blood 
was imperceptibly oozing away with it. This is no solitary ex- 
»mple: I might cite many cases of so-called hysteria, which were 
in reality ca?es of serious, though obscure disease; but that is 
surely unnecessary. Who amongst us has not j^een patients die, 
and their disease put down as, only hysteria ? The time is, nev- 
ertheless, not far distant when we shall learn that hysteria is 
Bomething more than " mere functicmal derangement." Hysteria 
maybe a convenient term, but, after all, it is oiily a cloak of 
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tear. But it does not; for as the cases given sho\V, the 
color is not in proportion to the amount of urohaematin, 
but in proportion to that uncombined, and to its degree 
of oxidation. 

ample diinensions which hides the rags of ignoiance It is a 
name instead of an explanation, a sham instead of a reality. 
And what is still worse, it tends to keep us in ignorance by sti- 
fling legitimate inquiry; for no sooner do the majority of practi- 
tioners find a name for tiie disease than tl)ey cease to fatho/ii its 
cause. In some cases of cerebral and spinal disease the excess 
of urohaematin in the urine is so great that after it has been set 
free by an acid and taken up with ether, the ether, after stand- 
ing, solidifies into a red currant jelly-like mas5*, and may actually, 
in some cases, be cut with a knife. 

The best way of showing this is to boil four ounces of urine; 
then add nitric acid to set the coloring matter free. When cool^ 
put the urine into a six-ounce bottle along with an ounce of 
ether. Cork the buttle, thoroughly shake it, and afterwards place 
it aside for twenty four liours. At the end of that time the ether 
will sometimes be found to be like a red tremulous jelly. Such a 
case is, of course, a very bad one; but these are not nearly so 
uncommon as one would imagine. In some of tbe worst cases of 
urohsBmaturia the urine is neutral or even alkaline, and the/ona 
et eriffo mali is to be looked for in the brain or spinal cord. In- 
deed, we may often bo led to a correct diagnosis of obscure cere- 
bral and spinal disease, by finding urohaematuria associated with 
a saccharine or a phosphatic condition of the urine. 

In a case of chronic cerebral disease, which I saw with Mr. T. 
Carr Jackson, the quantity of urohasmatin regularly varied i>ar\ 
paMMwith the severity of the paroxysms, nitric acid turning the 
urine red, purple, or even •bluish (blue (natter being after a time 
deposited on the bottom and sides of the tost-tube), according to 
the severity and duration of the attack. It otight never to be 
forgotten that 'alkaline romc^dies, as well as certain vegetable 
foods, may increase the urohaematin. Even the external use of 
carbolic acid sometimes turns it black. 

When urohaBinatin exists in a free state, the urine is rod in 
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Notwithstanding this we alwaj^s associate the high 
colors or the wrong colors with severe disease. As Dr. 
Harley remarks, *'• it may be perfectlj^ white, yellow, 
brown, red, bhick, green or blue, and each of these 

color before any acid is added. These cases differ from haBraatu- 
ria, in the urine being clear and transparent, and devoid of 
blood-corpuscles, and from intermittent hasmaturia in the absence 
of congestive casts If it contains a deposit, the dnpcsit may or 
may not be high-colored; but in any case the supernatant liquid 
is clear as well as red. Another fact, which is of great clinical 
importance is, that the urohaematin is not always in the same 
state of oxidation ; and, like indigo, its color depends on the 
amount of oxygen it contains. It may be yellow, red, or brown. 
In consequence of this, different acids act ifpon the urine differ- 
ently. In one case nitric, sulphuric, or hydrochloric acid may 
produce the same results ; in another hydrochloric acid turns the 
urine rod, while nitric acid makes it blue, green or yellow. In 
a third sulphuric acid may develop the color better than the 
others. 

To illustrate these remarks : Take the case of a gentleman 3.^ 
years of age, whose urine to the eye appeared perfectly normal 
in color. On adding strong nitric acid, however, to this urine it 
immediately became of a blood-red hue, whereas hydrochloric 
acid had no effect upon it until some minutes had elapsed, when 
it gradually causod it to assume the same tint as that produced 
by the nitric acid. When sulphuric acid is slowly added so as to 
full to the bottom of the test-tube, a reddish-brown line appears 
nt the point of contact, and this gradually deepens until, in the 
course of six hours or so, it assumes a more intense color than 
that produced by either of the other acids. 

This is an important case in another point of view, namely, as 
proving the value of urinary analysis in CMses of obscure disease. 
The only symptoms that this patient labors under are those of an 
irregular kind of dyspepsia, with an occasional pain in the epi- 
gastrium. He is in ei^Jr circumstances, takes plenty of nourishing 
food, wants for nothing, yet he gradually gets weaker and 
weaker, and has lost 17 lbs, in the course of the last year. Even 
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tints, in the absence of ingesta capable of accidentally 
producing tlieni, invariably indicates the existence of 
grave disease " But though we concede the general 
indication, is there any one who can tell the diagnostic 



the locality in which the patient lives is a remarkably healthy 
one (he was sent to me from Anglesey by Dr. D, Williams, of 
the Monai Bridge), and if it had not been for the condition of 
the urine, his symptoms would have remained a mystery. This, 
too, was one of those cases in which the amount of urohadmatin 
was so great that it caused the ethereal solution to solidify into a 
jelly. 

An excessive excretion of urohsematin is not limited to cases 
such as we have betwi describing. It occurs to some extent in 
several diseases, especially those in which there is an excessive 
tissue nietaniorphosis, and consequent- too rapid blood consunr.p- 
tion. Hence we occasionally meet with it in low fevers, in diph- 
theria, in pneumonia and some other inflammatory affections, 
in lesions of the nervous system, during an attack of gout, after 
the fit of ague, and during convalescence from nearly all grave 
diseases. It is, however, in c4ilorosis (either in the male or 
female), and the many unnamable obscure aflections- of that 
class, where it becomes a dangerous symptom. In fact, it always 
indicates the existence of a past or present mischief meriting the 
closest attention of the physician, and where we can not remove 
the cause we must at least attempt to check the effects of the 
symptom, namely, to restore to the blood as much as possible of 
the material which is being drained from it. Every one knows 
the effects of iron upon the system, but iron alone is not always^ 
sufficient for our purpose. Something more is wanted, and that 
is best supplied by the preparations called the syrups of phos 
phate of iron. Many syrups have been sold under this title. 
There are the American syrups ; the compound syrup of the 
phosphate of iron, or "chemical food.'' as it is sometimes named ; 
the syrup of the superphosphate of iron au4 Hme (excellent for 
children) ; and a few others. One and all of them are good in 
particular cases, but they nm&t alwa^'s be associated with a 
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value of each or either of these colors, and make it point 
us to the remedy? This, as the reader will see, is the 
practical question, and I confess that I can not do it. 
In exhaustive disease, in which we may suspect the 

judicious selection of regimen in order that the full benefit may 
be derived from them. 

The preparations of zinc, in grain or grain and a half doses, 
are also occasionally useful astringent tonics when the drain i« 
very great. 

In some cases of disease the excretion of urohaematin by the 
kidneys appears to be diminished , but this is only when the sys- 
tem has been so drained that there is little more to come away. 
In the last stage of chlorosis a great diminution in. the amount 
of the urohsematin in the urine takes place; so also in chronic 
cases of hsBmaturia, notwithstanding that the urine perhaps 
looks red. Likewise in cases of chylous urine, in the albuminu- 
ria of pregnancy, and in chronic Bright's disease. In all these 
cases the blood has already been well drained of its constituents 
before a marked diminution in the amount of the eliminated 
urohBBmatin takes place. 

Blue and Green Urine. — A great sensation was created some years 
ago among Clinical Physicians and Pathologists when the first 
cases of blue and green urine were reported ; all doubted, and 
many disbelieved in their existence. The least uncharitable 
thought that the patient had hoaxod the doctor. Knowledge has, 
however, advanced since then. Not one, but many observers 
have met with the same conditions; and now the doubters and 
disbelievers' in the existence of cither blue or green urine are 
only to bo found among the ignorant. 

To Dr. Hassall we owe the first good report on the existence of 
blue urine. It was entitled — "On the Frequent Occurrence of 
Indigo in Human Urine, and on its Cheniical, Physiological and 
Pathological Kelations." 

I must here guard you against falling into the common error 
of supposing that the urine is blue or green at the moment of 
being voided, for, as far as T am aware, such a condition has 
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removal of the blood corpuscles by wa}- of the kidneys, 
the addition of Nitric, Muriatic or Sulphuric Acid to 
the urine may give us the evidence of this masked 
liemorrhage through these organs. The directions 
given in the foot note may be followed. 

never yet been observed. In the cases, hitherto reported it has 
only been after exposure to the air, or after the application of 
chemical agents, that the urine has been observed to become of. 
the colors alluded to. In Hassall's best-marked case, for exam- 
ple, the urine was of a light brown color when voided, somewhat 
alkaline, and had a specific gravity of 1.017. In the course of 
three or four days it became thick and turbid, deep brown, 
greenish, bluish-green, yellowish-green, and finally nearly black: 
the scum on the surface remaining of a permanent, deep indigo- 
blue color. All these changes followed upon simple exposure to 
the air; but, as just said, chemical agents may produce one or 
more of these changes. Thus, for example, in jMunk's case of 
green urine, when passed the urine was of a dark red color, but 
on the addition of ammonia it became green. Like everything 
else when properly understood, these changes have nothing mys- 
terious about them. The body has not created anything new in 
making blue or green urine. Indeed, as in disease no new func- 
tions are ever created, but only a change occurs in the rhythm 
and force of those already existing, so in disease no new sub- 
stances are ever created, but only a change takes place in the 
quantity or in the quality of those normally existing. It is now 
twelve years since I adopted these views, and the longer and 
deeper I peer into the wondrous workings of the human frame, 
the more am I satisfied with them, and the easier do I find the 
comprehension of disease. Physiology and Pathology are but 
one study; and although a man may be a Physiologist without 
being a Physician, no man can be a Physician without being a 
Physiologist. The same laws that regulate health regulate dis 
ease. The very effects we are now studying are a striking illus- 
tration of the justice of these observations. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



STUDY OF DIAGNOSIS. 129 

Deposits.*— A deposit fiom the urine is " always a 
sign of something wrong," but, unfortunately, it does 
not alwaj'S determine for us the character of the w^rong, 
or the remedy. To obtain a deposit, the urine is passed 
in a separate vessel, which being covered, is allowed to 



*A. deposit in the urine is always a sign of something being 
wrong, and although, as we have seen, it may occur from very 
trivial causes, whenever it takes place without appreciable cause, 
in the otherwise apparently healthy, it is a sign not to be disre- 
garded, as, under such circumstances, it is not un frequently either 
the forerunner or associate of gravel or stone. Uric acid in 
some form or other is the commonest ingredient of all calculi, 
and there is no period of life exempt from them. 

Urates are a very common deposit in the course of acute dis- 
ease, and they even seldom fail to recur at Eome period or other 
in the course of chronic affections. It is, however, only in dis- 
eases of an acute febrile or inflammatory type that their sudden 
appearance can be regarded as indicative oft; crisis. Their sud- 
den appearance is due to an important change having occurred 
in the condition of the patient, and in general, though not 
always, it is a change for the better. Such, for example, is ob- 
served to occur in cases of gout and rheumatism where the climax 
has been reached. So also in pneumonia and pleurisy when re- 
solution and absorption commence. 

Should a patient, not laboring under any febrile or inflamma- 
tory affection, bo every now and then troubled with a pink de- 
posit in the urine without any assignable cause, it will be found, 
in almost nine cases out of ten, that he is suffering from some 
chronic affection of the heart, liver, or spleen, with which is asso- 
ciated a tendency to gravel. In all such cases, therefore, steps 
ghould immediately be taken to counteract this disposition hy the 
administration of alkaline tonics. Should there, however, be any 
eounter-indication to the direct alkaline treatment those acid 
salts are to be employed which, during their passage through the 
body, are converted into alkaline carbonates — such, for example, 
ai citrates, tartrates, lactates, and acetates. Every now and then 
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Btand from one to twelve hours. It is not well to ex- 
amine deposits from old urine, urine admixed with 
fflBces, or urine in a chamber utensil that is continuously- 
foul for want of proper washing. Urine undergoes de- 
composition, and this will give rise to some deposits ; 
fflBcal matter will obscure the subject, and a utensil that 
is allowed to contain decomposing matter will set up 
processes of change in urine recently passed. 

With regard to the value of deposits I can not do 
better than quote from Goiding Bird, as his methods 
are the clearest I have seen : 

"On the Clinical Examination of the Urine. — 
The following observations may be of service to the- 
practitioner, as a guide to his proceedings in the super- 
ficial examination of the urine, the most important part 
of which can" be readily performed in a few moments 
in the sick room. Premising that the urine presented 
for inspection is either an average specimen of that 
passed in the preceding twenty-four hours, or at least 
that resulting from the first act of emission after a 
night's rest, unless the urine secreted at other times of 
the day be specially required. 

" Urine without any visible deposit, or decanted from the 
sediment. — A piece of litmus paper should be immersed 
in the urine, which, if acid, will change the blue color 
of the paper to red. Should no change ogcur, a piece 
of reddened litmus paper must bo dipped in, and if the 
secretion be alkaline, its blue color will be restored ; 
but if its tint remains unaltered, the urine is neutral. 

an exceptional case may arise, where a mineral acid tonic is de- 
manded; under such circumstances the aV»ove rule may be de- 
parted from, and tlie case treated according to its special require- 
pnents — Harley. 
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"Some of the urine should then be heated in a pol- 
ished metallic spoon over a candle, or, what is prefer- 
able, in a test-tube over a sj)irit lamp, and it a white 
deposit occurs, albumen or an excess of the earthy 
phosphates is present ; the former, if a drop of nitric 
acid does not redissolve the deposit, the latter, if it 
does. 

*' If the urine be very highly colored, and not ren- 
dered opaque by boiling, the coloring matters of bile, 
or purpurine, are present. To determine which, pour 
a thin layer of urine on the back of a white plate, and 
allow a few drops of nitric acid to fall in the centre : an 
immediate and rapidly ending pla}^ of colors, from 
bluish-green to red, will be observed if bile, but no such 
change will be observed if purpurine alone exists. 
Should the highl}-' colored urine alter in color or trans- 
parency by heat, the presence of blood must be sus- 
pected 

" If the addition of nitric acid to deep red urine, un- 
affected b}' heat, produces a brown deposit, an excess 
of uric acid exists. If a specimen of urine be pale, 
immerse the gravimeter, and if the specific gravity be 
below 1.012, there is considerable excess of water, but 
if above 1.025, the presence of sugar, or a superabun- 
dance of urea is indicated. To determine the existence 
of cither of these conditions, place a few drops of the 
urine in a watch-glass, add an equal quantity of nitric 
acid, and allow the glass to float on some cold water; 
crystals of nitrate of una will appear in two or three 
minutes, if the latter exists in excess. Should this 
change not occur, the urine must be examined specially 
for sugar, which, it must be remembered, may exist in 
gniall quantities, without raising the specific gravity of 
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the flu.cl. For (his purpose boil ji small portion with 
an equal bulk of liquor potassac in a test-tube, and the 
development of a brown color will at ouce afford evi- 
dence of the almost certaiii existence of sugar. An 
excess of coloring matter, rich in carbon, should always 
be sought after, on account of its pathological import- 
ance. This is readil}' done by boiling some urine in a 
tube, and, whilst hot, adding a few drops of h3'dro- 
ehloric acid. If an average proportion of the pigment 
exist, a faint red or lilac color will be produced ; but if 
an excess is present, it will be indicated by the dark 
red, or even purple tint assumed by the mixture. 

"Should the urine be alkaline, add a drop of nitric 
acid ; if a white deposit occurs, albumen is present ; if 
brisk effervescence follows the addition of the acid, the 
urea has been converted into carbonate of ammonia. 

" Examination of the Sediment Deposited. — If the de- 
posit is flocculent, easily diifnsed on agitation, and 
scanty, not disappearing on the addition of nitric acid, 
it is chiefly made up of healthy mucus, epithelial de- 
bris, or occasionally, in women, of secretions from the 
vagina, leucorrhoeal discharge, etc. 

" If the deposit be ropy and apparently viscid, add a 
drop of nitric acid ; if it wholly or partly dissolves, it 
is composed of phosphates, if but slightly affected, of 
mucus. If the deposit falls like a creamy layer to the 
bottom of the vessel, the supernatant urine being co- 
agulable by heat, it consists of pus. 

" Urine sometimes appears opaque, from the presence 
of a light flocculent matter diffused through it, neither 
presenting the tenacity of mucus, nor the dense opacity 
of pus. Although scarce!}- sufficient in quantity to in- 
terfere with the perfect 'fluidity of the urine, it a little 
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be placed in a test-tube and agitated with an equal bulk 
of liquor potassae, the mixture will oflen become a stiff, 
transpareut jelly. This peculiar appearance is demon- 
Btrative of the presence of the exudation, or large or- 
ganic globules formed under the influence of irritation, 
providing the urine does not coagulate by heat, for 
should it do so, the existence of niiiiiiie quantities of 
pus may be suspected. 

"If the deposit be white, it may consist of urate of 
ammonia, phosphates, or c^'stine ; the first disappears on 
lieating the urine, the second on the addition of a drop 
of diluted nitric acid, whilst the third dissolves in am- 
monia, and the urine generally evolves an aromatic 
odor like the sweetbrier, less frequently being fetid. 

'' If the deposit be colored, it may consist of red par- 
ticles of blood, uric acid, or urate of ammonia,' stained 
with purpurine. If the first, the urine becomes opaque 
by heat; if the second, the deposit is in visible crystals; 
if the third, the deposit is amorphous, and dissolves on 
heating the fluid. 

" Oxalate, and more rarely oxalurate (?) of lime are 
often i)resent diffused through urine, without forming a 
visible deposit ; if this be suspected, a drop of the urine 
examined microscopically will detect the characteristic 
crystals. 

" If the urine be opaque like milk, allowing by re- 
pose a cream-like layer to form on the surface, an emul- 
sion of fat with albumen is probably present. Agitate 
some of the urine with half its bulk of ether in a test- 
tube, and after resting a few minutes, a j'ellow ethereal 
solution of fat will float on the surface of the urine — a 
tremulous coagulura of albumen generally forming be- 
neath it <- 
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" Much of the little time required for the investiga- 
tion thus sketched out, may be siived by remembering 
the following facts : 

** If the deposit be white, and the urine acid, it in the 
great majority of cases consists of urate cf ammonia ; 
but should it not disappear by heat, it is phosphatic. 

" If a deposit be of any color inclining to j^ellow, 
drab, pink, or red, it is almost sure to be urate of am- 
monia, unless visibly crystalline, in which case it con- 
sists of uric acid. 

"The following tables briefly point out the readiest 
mode for the examination of crystalline deposits, both 
by chemical tests and by microscopic examination. 
The latter mode is of course preferable to all others, 
both for the accuracy and extent of the information it 
affords, as well as for economy of time : 

TABLE FOB DlSGOV£BIN6 THE NATURE OF UBTNABT DEPOSITS BY CHEMICAL BE- 

AOENTS. 

Deposit white, 2 

" colored, 5 

'* dissolves by heat, , Urate of ammonia. 

•» insoluble by heat, 3 

** soluble in liquor ammonisB,... Cystine. 

** insoluble m, '* ... 4 

** soluble in acetic acid, Earthy phosphates. 

*' insoluble in " Oxalate and oxal urate of lime. 

•' visibly crystalline, Uric acid. 

" amorphous 6 

'* pale, readily soluble by heat, Urates. 

" deeply colored, slowly soluble 

Dyheat Urates, stained by purp trine. 

TABLE FOB THE HIOBOSCOPIC EXAMINATION OF VBINARY DEPOSITS. 



J ("Deposit amorphous, 2 

• ( *' visibly crystalline » 3 



•{: 



vanishes on the addition of 

2- •{ liquor polassee Urate of ammonia. 

permanent after the addition 

of liquor potassee Phosphate of lime. 

• j Orystals in well defined octahedra, Oxalata-of lime. 

*• ( «* not octahedral, 4 ^ 
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{Crystals in six-sided tables, soluble in 
ammonia, Cystine. 
" not tabular, nor soluble in 

ammonia, 5 

m f ** soluble in acetic acid, 

' ( ** insoluble in acetic acid 8 

m f *• in prisms or !aim pie pennee,... Neutral triple phosphate. 
X " radiated or foliaceous „7 

( •* soluble in acetic acid with ef- 

T.-J fervescence Carbonate of lime. 

soluble in acetic acid without 

eflfervescence Bibasic-triple phosphate. 

a f *• in dumb-bf-lls or radiated, Oxalnrat^ (?) of lime. 

( *• spherical or colored 



■{ 



i 



in lozenges or compound 

crystals, Uric acid. 

in spherical crystals Urate of soda or ammonia. 



EXAMINATION OF THE F.ECES. 

The Bowels. — Excretion b}^ the bowels does not 
hold that importance now that it did in olden times. 
We learn b}'' experiment that of the four to six ounces 
of ffiBces, giving one to one and a half ounces of solid 
residue, b\it about 100 grains are of excrementitious 
matter.* 

The livrr^ which was formerly thought to play so im- 
portant a part in removing waste of tissue, and excre- 
mentitious matter, yields but a few grains of this (four 
to eleven grains). It has also been conclusively deter- 
mined that there are no agents that act upon the liver, 
increasing its SGCvetion (^ckolayoguei) ; that mercuiy in 
any of its forms does not influence it in the least, ex- 
cept when it produces its constitutional effoct. and when 
given to catharsis, it lessens the secretion. All cathar- 
tics in cathartic doses diminish the secretion. Evei. 
our Podophylliii, which has been regarded as a Samson 

♦See Principles of Medicine, p. 126. 
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in its influence upon the liver, diminishes the secretion 
in cathartic doses, and in minute doses lessens the bile 
solids while it slightly increases the quantity excreted. 

If we can learn that the liver performs an important 
function in digestion and in blood-making, furnishing 
its secretion for these purposes, and that it is admirably 
adapted to these purposes, and rarel}" the subject of 
disease, and that we have no medicines that influence 
it directly, to increase secretion, we will have made^n 
important advance in pathology, and will have much 
improved our therapeutics. We may classify it with 
the pancreas, and may expect to influence it only by 
those remedies that control the circulation, act through 
the sympathetic n<rvous sj'stcm, and influence the pro- 
cesses of blood-making. 

Our inquirj^ in regard to the faeces will have refer- 
ence, rirst, to the increase or diminution of the secre- 
tion ; second, to the condition of the intestinal canal, 
as an apparatus for digestion ; and third, to any abnor- 
mal constituent, or marked change in the character of 
the excretion. 

Increase of the faaces, in proj)ortion to its extent and 
duration, causes debility; for histogenetic material, 
either as food or tissue, is propoi-tionablj' removed. 

Fluid faeces, whilst very frequently in excess as above, 
deserve attention more particularly as evidencing such 
lesion of the intcfetinal canal, as interferes with diges- 
tion and blood-making; and also with that due degree 
of distension of the blood vessels, which is necessar}- 
to proper circulation. 

Deficiency of faeces may depend upon the quality of 
the food, or upon its quantity ; the largest proportion 
of faecal material being furnished by the debris of 
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food; or it may depend upon an arrest of secretion, in 
which case we will have the same constitutional evi- 
dence that we would have in similar arrest from the 
skin and kidneys ; or it maj^ be dependent upon atony 
of the intestinal canal, which allows the material to ac- 
cumulate, without the natural effort at removal. 

Simple constipation gives rise to derangements of 
digestion, and the retention of effete material in the 
bowels occasions a feeling of malahe and dullness, with 
headache and fever, in so far as they are retained in 
the blood, or re- absorbed. 

The color of the discharges is sometimes of import- 
ance in determining the character of disease. The 
natural color, like the natural fetor, evidencing a con- 
dition of the intestinal canal in which its functions may 
be properl}'- performed. 

The dark-hrown or almost black color of the ffiBces, 
observed in typhoid disease, arises from the excretion 
of the coloring material of the, blood ; the red globules 
being broken down rapidly. 

The use of iron in any of its forms, and occasionally 
of sulphur or its salts, will darken the color of the faeces. 
The dark-green color of the faeces that followed the ad- 
ministration of mercury, and was thought to be bile, 
was due to the formation of sulphuret of mercurj^ 

Greenish discharges are generally dependent upon an 
increase of acid in the intestinal canal, with irritation 
and consequent indigestion. It may, in part, be de- 
pendent upon the coloring matter of bile, which is 
thrown off by the faeces, in consequence of such irrita- 
tion. 

Clay-colored discharges refer to a general want of 
secretioD ; not only of the solitary glands of the intes- 
12 
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tine, but of the associate viscera. It is an atonic con- 
dition, with impaired innervation and circulation. 

The natural odor of faeces seems to be dependent upon 
a sj)ecial secretion in the neighborhood of the caBcam. 
It may be regarded as an evidence of normal activity 
throughout the entire intestinal track. 

Diminution of the odor is an indication of want of 
functional activity, as an increase will indicate in- 
creased activity. 

Fetor refers to decomposition of the intestinal secre- 
tions. It varies greatly from local causes, and can not 
be relied upon as indicating any special condition of 
the general system. 

The cadaverous fetor may, however, be taken as evi- 
dencing a septic condition, not onl}^ of the intestinal 
secretions, but also of the fluids and solids. 

It is difficult to determine change in the elements of 
fflBces, and it will hardly form a part of ordinary ex- 
aminations. The principal of these I append, Lehman's 
Chemical Physiology being the authority. 

" The excrements in consumption are sometimes 
found to contain more fat than usual. Sugar is occa- 
sionally found in the faeces of diabetic patients. Tiie 
stools are found to be black, chocolate-colored, or tar- 
like, when blood is contained in them, and this arises 
from the upper intestinal canal ; so also the semi-liquid, 
green excrements which are observed occasionally in 
typhus and other diseases, depend upon blood, which is 
easily recognized by the microscope. Soluble albumen 
is found in the stools in dj'senter}', t^'phus, and occa- 
sionally in Bright's disease, and in cholera. The great- 
est quantity of epithelial cells are found in the dejec- 
tions of cholera. Cytoid corpuscles are very numerous 
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in the excrements in catarrhal diarrhoeas, in dj'sontfry, 
and occasionally in typhus and cholera. Hyaline mucm 
is ohserved in the excrements in catarrh of the large 
intestine; it arises from the follicles of the colon, s.nd 
contains round or oval pale or granular cells and cell 
nuclei. Fibrinous exudations occur in the freces in folli- 
cular ulceration and in dysenter}-." ♦ 



DIAGNOSIS BY THE TOUCH. 

In our stud}^ of the senses, we found that the tactile 
senso could be wonderfully developed. Marked exam- 
ples of this ma}" be found in the mechanic arts, not 
only of extreme delicacy, but of complex and difficult 
work accomplished through this sense alone. The 
education of this sense in the blind is another marked 
example, and it is well that a phj^sician should make 
himself acquainted with the education of the blind, to 
see the range of this sense which in the i^ajority has 
Btch imperfect development. 

What information can we gain b}' the sense of touch ? 
Not much, one would say at first thought; yet Ave find 
it an important means of diagnosis if we study it care- 
full}', and train the sense of touch The obstetrician 
relies wholly upon it, not only determining the presen- 
tation and position of the child, but the condition of 
every part engaged in the process. His tQucth tolls him 
the condition of the depending portion of the uterus as 
an outlet,. and also the condition of the organ as re- 
gards the power of expulsion. It determines the con- 
dition of the vagina as a parturient canal, and becomes 
BO sensitive that it recognizes intuitiveh* changes of 
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coiitlition that will render the labor painful, protracted, 
or difficult. In diseases of women, many phj'-sicians 
rely ii]H)n the sense of touch far more than sight, and 
very rarel}' use the speculum. The finger tells the 
condition of the uterus, not only as regards position, 
but pathological changes as well. It determines dis- 
eases of vagina, l#ladder, rectum, indeed of all these 
parts, and does it so well that it becomes our most re- 
liable guide to treatment. 

I will guarantee that there is not one medical reader 
but what could to-day, blindfolded, determine better 
b}" simply placing his hand on the patient what kind 
of a bath should be employed, or whetheV any at all, 
than he can with his eyes open and without the touch. 
Try the touch in cases of intestinal disease, shutting 
your eyes to shut out ordinary impressions, and you 
will be astonished at the result. Pass the hand over 
the abdomen and at once^'ou know whether a diarrhoea 
is irritative or atonic, and a correct treatment is sug- 
gested. You may determine the character of a dys- 
pepsia in the same way, and the general outline of 
treatment. You can locate the disease and determine 
its kind. Even in uterine disease the abdominal touch 
becomes important. Try a case of pneumonia — let the 
hand rest on the chest, slowly passing it over, and you 
will be surprised to know how much maj' be learned — 
a Winter's practice, and it becomes a means of physical 
diagnosis. 

A most excellent way of making this study is to take 
a note-book and enter every question that may suggest 
itself with reference to the various sensations given to 
touch. Then question our experience — when and where 
have T met each of these ? what has been the nature, 
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progress, duration, and termination of the disease. 
Now with what we know we will carry on a series of 
experiments in every case of disease, making use of 
what we have for the benefit of the patient, and learn- 
ing what we can for the advantage of others in the 
future. 

Let mo put a few questions which will serve as an 
example. If I put my finger on the tongue, and find 
it dry, contracted, or rough, would you give Podo- 
phyllin? an emetic? Quinia? Opium ? or a stimulant? 
If I put my hand on the abdomen and find the walls 
tenae and contracted, the patient having diarrhoea, 
what will be the remedy ? If relaxed and tumid what? 
If in uterine disease the abdominal wall is tonse and 
contracted, what is the nature of the disease ? If all 
the tissues are soft, full, dough}-, what ? If the hand 
placed upon the forehead gets the sense of relaxation 
and moisture, what would be the character of a head- 
ache? If the forehead was tense and dry, what? I 
offer these as examples of questions that one may ask 
himself, and as the reader will see they can be greatly 
varied, and asked of every part of the body, as well as 
of the body as a whole. Ask then with reference to the 
conditions of disease, but especially with reference to 
remedies, as the diagnosis that suggests treatment is 
that which we want especially. 

In a case of labor, if the examination shows constric- 
tion with want of secretion — pinched expresses the con- 
dition of the parts, both of the lower segment of the 
uterus, vagina, and perineal tissues — we know we will 
have a protracted and difficult labor. If the hand is 
placed upon the abdomen over the uterine globe and 
we get the same sensation of unnatural contraction- 
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pinched — there is possibl}^ rigid! tj^ of os, or perineum ; 
what is the remedy ? You nnswer Lobelia, because it is 
the common remedy for rigid os and perineum. But you 
give it without any advantage, and it sometimes causes 
a very unpleasant irritation of the stomach and nervous 
sj^stem, and makes things worse rather than better. 
Let ns ask your hand in place of your head. If this 
was a headache, and 3'ou had a similar sensation when 
your hand was placed on the patient's forehead, what 
would you give ? You answer promptly, Gelseminum : 
good, then give Gelseminum and not Lobelia. If upon 
examining muscular tissues 3'Ou had tin; same unplea- 
sant sensation of contraction and irritability' with pains 
what would you give? Aconite or Yeratrum with 
Macrotys — good, give Aconite and Macrotj'S in this 
case. If in chronic disease of the pelvic viscera we ob- 
tained the same sensation as the hand rested upon the 
lower abdomen, what would we give? Gelseminum, 
Aconite, Macrotys. 

If in this examination during tedious labor, we found 
the tissues thick and doughy, with rigid os and rigid 
everything else, what would we give ? With this con- 
dition shown by an internal examination, the hand 
placed upon the abdomen would receive the same sensa- 
tion of unnatural fullness and wan^ of action. Hero 
we would give Lobelia. The touch tells the story 
clearly and explicitl}'', and names the remedy, which we 
find upon trial acts " specifically." Supposing now it 
should be pneumonia or bronchitis, and the hand placed 
upon the chest gets the same sensation of unnatural 
fullness, would the remedy be Lobelia? Or if the 
finger placed upon the tongue obtains the sensation of 
dough V fullness, or the eye obtains it, would the remedy 
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bo Lobelia? Most assuredly, unless something else 
acting in the same way is> more prominentl}^ indicated 
by other symptoms. 

In speaking of the touch as a means of diagnosis, 
we must not omit to notice the lesions of nutrition and 
excretion — supply and waste. How do you determine 
impaired nutrition ? Surely not by the fullness or lean- 
ness of the face? if 3'Ou do you are frequently mistaken. 
You want to know if the loss of size and weight is 
from want of fat or muscle, and your hand at once 
seeks the covering of the false ribs for the one, and 
grasps a group of muscles — say of the arm, for the 
other. It would be absurd to feed a patient with beef 
tea or other histogenetic material if we wanted fat, 
though we might give calorifacient food to save 
tissue. 

We not only get tlie evidence of impaired nutrition 
by the touch, and the food designated, but it tells us of 
medicines that will prove curative. Jf the sensation be 
of want of tone — tissues loose and flaccid — we think of 
Bitter Tonics, Quinine, the Hypophosphites, and Iron. 
If the sensation be of structures pinched and stringy, 
wo look fbr lesions of the nerve centres, and think of 
Macrotys, Muriatic and Lactic Acids, Phosphoric Acid, 
fatty inunction, etc. 

The sensation of fullness without elasticity, would 
suggest old tissues, and the necessity of active waste, 
and would suggest Acetatt of Potash, Iodide of Potas- 
sium, and stimulant cathartics and diaphoretics. If 
digestion remained good, these might be sufficient, for 
the tissues would be renewed as fast as broken down. 
But if their use gave soft and flaccid tissue, we should 
supplement them by such a restorative as the triple 
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phosphate of Quinia, Strychnine and Iron — "Com- 
pound Tonic Mixture." 

We would never give Iodide of Potassium in second- 
ary syphilis, where the tissues give the pinched and 
stringy sensation to the touch. Such a case would ask 
for Yeratrum, Cod Oil, Iodide of Ammonium, and some 
would say Arsenic. Let one of those cases of secondary 
s^'-philis, characterized by full, inelastic, lifeless tissues 
fall into the hands-of the routinist who prescribes Pro- 
toiodide of Mercury in all cases, and he loses appetite, 
digestion and blood-making, and grows worse rapidly. 

This is but an imperfect and partial sketch of one of 
our means of diagnosis, and one that has been regarded 
as least useful. Yet it points out the method of rational 
diagnosis, and the one we purpose studying in consid- 
erable detail. As the reader thinks of the subject, and 
recalls and arranges his experience, he will be surprised 
how much he knows practically, and still more sur- 
prised as he puts it in practice intelligently, how it aids 
him in the selection of remedies. 



THE PULSE. 

Among the most important of the functions of life is 
a normal circulation of blood, indeed it seems to serve 
as a basis for the performance of all other functions. 
Healthy life is dependent u[)on a rejfular and uniform 
circulation of blood, and disease must follow any con- 
siderable or continued variation in this function.* 

*If the finger be placed upon nn artery, such as that at the 
wrist, what is termed the pulse will be felt ; that is to say, the 
elastic artery dilates somewhat, at legular intervals, which aa- 
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Wbilst the heart is the centre and principal source 
of power of thq circuhition, every vessel does its part 
in aid of the movement of the blood. We have, there- 
fore, to determine by the pulse the condition of the 
heart, the condition of the arteries, the condition of 
the capillaries, and to some extent the condition of the 
veins. As these movements are stimulated and co-or- 
dinated by the sympathetic nervous system, it should 
also tell us of wrongs of innervation. As the move- 
ment of the blood depends, to a certain extent, upon its 
organization and condition, it may also determine for 
'US something of the wrongs of this fluid. 

We will probably study the pulse to better advantage 
if we analyze it, and think of its elements separately. 
Put your finger on the radial arterj'^ and carefully ob- 
serve the movement. It first divides itself into : (a) a 



8wer to the beatings of the heart. The pulse which is felt by the 
finger, however, does not correspond precisely with the beat of 
the heart, but takes place a little after it, and the interval is 
longer the greater the distance of the artery from the heart. 
The beat of the artery on the inner side of the ankle, for exam- 
ple, is a little later than the beat of the artery in the temple. 

The reason of this is that the sense of touch by finger is only 
delicate enough to distinguish the dilatation of the artery by the 
wave of blood, which is driven along it by the elastic reaction 
of the aorta, and is not competent to perceive the first shock 
caused by the systole. But, if, instead of the fingers, suflSciently 
delicate levers were made to rest upon any two arteries, it would 
be found that the pulse really begins at the same time in both, 
the shock of the systole making itself felt all over the vascular 
system at once; and that it is only the actual dilatation of the 
arterial walls, which, travelitii^ in the form of a wave from the 
larger to the smaller arteries, takes longer to reach and distend 
the more distant branch. — Huxley. 
13 
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dilatation of tho artery, and (b) a succeeding contrac- 
tion The wave of blood forced forward by contraction 
of the ventricles, gives us the arterial dilatation, whilst 
the contraction of the artery may represent the subse- 
quent filling of the ventricles from the auricles. 

To this extent the pulse evidences the time of con- 
traction, or the rapidity of heart-beat. Even to this 
extent the information is important, for a healthy life 
can only be maintained when the movement of the 
blood is well timed. If the heart beats too rapidly, wo 
must have a wrong in the life, as if it beats too slowly 
we will have a wrong in the life. 

With regard to frequency of puhe we are in the habit 
of saying — as is the frequency so k the impairment of 
all the vegetative functions — of the appetite, dii^estion. 
blood-making, nutrition, excretion from skin, kidneys 
and bowels — wrongs of the blood, the activity of zymotic 
poisons, etc. There may be exceptions to this general 
rule, but it is so constant that we find it important to 
act upon it in every case of disease. Given, frequency 
of pulse, the questions at once suggested are^what is 
its cause? wh'at is the remed}- ? 

Whilst frequency of pulse suggests to us the use of 
tbat class of remedies called sedative (special or arte 
rial sedatives), they will not always answer our pur- 
pose. If the wrong be purely one of the circulatory 
apparatus, functional in its character, and depending 
upon a wrong of sj-mpathetic innervation, these reme- 
dies will probablj^ be sufficient. But if tho frequency 
of pulse represents and is dependent upon some other 
lesion, as of the blood, or local disease, then other and 
diflferent remedies maj^ prove the sedatiros. 

Frequency of pulse is associated with frequent respi- 
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ration. The proportion is usually five beats of the 
pulse to one respiration. Thus an adult man in the 
sitting position will make thirteen to fifteen respirations 
each minute, and the proportionate pulse will be sixty- 
five to seven tj'-five beats per minute. With ii pulse of 
one hundred and ten beats per minute, we will have 
twenty-two respirations per minute. The relation of 
frequent respiration to various wrongs of function will 
be known to the reader, and evidently a slower respi- 
ration is something to be desired in all cases of disease, 
and something that must be obtained in some cases if 
the patient recovers health. 

Without reference to the undue general excitation 
' that comes from frequent respiration, and the exhaus- 
tion that must follow this severe muscular work, I 
w^ould call attention to the marked wrong it must work 
in diseases of the respiratory apparatus. Best is an 
essential to recovery in all diseases of excitation, and 
in most diseases of structure. AVith a rapid j^ulse, wo 
can not have rest of the respiratory apparatus, for the 
movement of the chest is related to the movement of 
the blood. Make the pulse go slow, and the movement 
of the chest is likely to be slow in proportion. 

The relation betw^een the frequency of pulse and the 
temperature will be borne in raind. For each increase 
of tt n boats per minute of pulse, there is an increase 
of one degree in the temperature. Thus with a normal 
circulation of seventy beats per minute, and a normal 
temperature of 08°, we will find an increase of pulse to 
ninety will give a temperature of 100° ; with an in- 
crease of pulse to one hundred and twenty we wil.l have 
a temperature of 103°, and so on. This rule does not 
hold good in all cases, possibly- not in tl»e ir^aiority, for 
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the high ran<^e of temperature, from 103° to 108°, does 
not carry the pulse up proportionately. 

When we come to consider the ii)fluonce of changes 
of temperature we find them similar to those that 
follow change in the time of pulsation. In the ratio 
of increased temperature we find arrest of excretion, of 
nutrition, of digestion, of blood-making, and of inner- 
vation, and that z^-motic poisons propagate themselves 
more rapidly.' With the temperature maintained above 
103°, death is a matter of time, indeed molecular death 
is going on from the time the temperature strikes this 
point. 

It was mentioned that local processes of d'sease are 
severe in proportion to the frequency of the pulse. 
This will be noticed especial I3' in inflammation — as is 
the frequency' of the pulse so is the intensity of the in- 
flammation, the impairment of the life of the part, and 
the danger of a termination in death. The local hj'per- 
fiemia is increased bj' the rapid j)ulse, and the final 
arrest of circulation is also promoted b}*^ it. If, there- 
fore, we wish to stop the process of inflammation, wo 
select those remedies which will lessen the frequency 
of the pulse. 

If in any case we have a structural lesion, whatever 
may be its nature — either an impairment of nutrition, 
or from deposit — we will find, frequently', that its pro- 
gress will be in proportion to the rapidity of the pulse. 
In these cases remedies that influence the circulation, 
giving it normal frequency and ireedom, will be verj' 
important. 

It was also named that zymosis or sepsis was rapid 
in proportion to the frequency of tl.e puLse. This may 
be noticed in those diseases known as ii/phoid^ in ery- 
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Bipelas, the eruptive fevers, diphtheria, as well as in 
typhoid and typhus fever. As is the frequency of the 
pulse, so is the evidence of sepsis, as marked by dirtj^ 
brown, or black coatings on the tongue, sordes on the 
teeth, pungent heat, offensive discharges, etc. The 
danger to life is frequently in proportion to the fre- 
quency' of the pulse, and means that will give a better 
circulation as regards time, freedom, and uniformity 
in all parts of the body, lessen those unpleasant 
symptoms. 

But frequency is only one of the wrongs of the cir- 
culation, and but a part of the information we should 
obtain from the pulse, Frcquenc}- has reference to the 
rapidity of the blood- waves — the number that passes 
under our finger in one minute. In addition to this we 
have to notice that there are peculiarities in the blood- 
wave, and in the current after this wave has passed. 
The 2)ul8e has volume — referring to the size of the 
artery. It has varj^ing impulses in the wave of the 
blood, and also in the interval between the waves. 

Volume, or increased size of the artery may have 
reference to the amount of blood, to its increased circu- 
lation, or to some obstruction to its free movement. 
We will have a large pulse in the plethoric, we may ex- 
p<jct a small one in the anjemic, and these conditions 
will be determined by other evidences. If the arterj'- 
is large, and the person is not plethoric, we ask the 
question — is it dependent upon a more rapid movement 
of the mass of the blood, especially to the surface, or is 
it dependent upon an obstruction to its movement 
through the capillaries ? Freedom in the pulse-wave in- 
dicates the one, and a want of freedom — oppression- 
indicates the other condition, 
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The sharp impulse of the wave of blood, as it strikes 
the finger, may be referred to lesions of the nerve cen- 
tres, especially of the sympathetic. The wrong is of 
irritation, and calls for remedies that relieve it. If 
the impulse be sharp, the wave short, and the intercur- 
rent vibratile, the irritation is extreme. 

The dull, clastic stroke of the wave refers us to an 
impairment of innervation from the sj'mpathetic and 
spinal cord. The more marked this is, the greater the 
necessity for those remedies which stimulate and give 
strength to these nerve centres. 

The length of blood-wave has reference to that con- 
dition known as " sthenia," an excitation founded on 
strong life. This is especially the case where the wave 
is large in volume, and well supported by the column 
of blood behind. 

The oppressed pulse is marked by a want of power in 
the stroke, and more especially by a feeling as if the 
current in advance of the wave broke its force. Evi- 
dently the blood -wave does not measure the amount of 
blood passing through the artery. It refers us to ob- 
struction in the capillary vessels, or possibly an impair- 
ment of the large vessels as well, or a wrong in the 
blood unfitting it for circulation. 

If the finger be carefully trained it wilKnotice a vari- 
ation in the surface of the wave, as well as in its length. 
Many times it is distinctlj' felt as two waves — a first 
sudden and short, and a second full, even and prolonged 
The first may be called the s/ioc/i;- wave, and the secon i 
the systolic-wave which represents the movement oi 
blood from the heart. 

The shock-wave sharp and pronounced may always be 
referred to undue excitation of the nerves distributed 
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upon the vessels, and an undue contraction or tension 
of their walls. 

The full, strong, systolic-wave may be referred to ex- 
citation of the heart and strength in its movement. 

The short, systolic- wave evidences a want of cardiac 
power, and especially of impaired innervation from the 
spinal cord and sympathetic. 

The inter-wave current sometimes gives valuable in- 
formation, and it is well for the reader to observe it 
carefully in health and learn its normal condition. 
"We find in disease that it has more or less volume, has 
more or less strength, and has more or less of the vibra- 
tile quality. 

When we speak of s^full pulse, we have reference to 
the inter-wave current as well as to the wave, and the 
condition of sthenia will be determined by this. It is 
strong life in a state of excitation. 

If now we add hardness, we have added an especial 
lesion of innervation, of excitation steadily maintained. 

If we speak of a small pulse hard, we refer it to im- 
pairment of life from activity, still maintained. 

If we have a small pulse soft and easil}' compressed, 
we refer it to deficient innervation. 

If we have Si small pulse vihratile, we saj^ it is the ex- 
pression of impaired life, with great excitation of the 
nerve centres. 

If we have an empty pulse, the inter-wave current 
hardly perceptible, it is the evidence of impaired life, 
with enfeebled innervation from the sympathetic. 

There are other changes of the pulse which might be 
noticed, but they are difficult to describe and learn I 
do not think that we can tell every lesion by it, as 
Chinese doctors believe, but to the educated touch it 
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gives most valuable information with regard to the most 
important functions of life. I doubt not many physi- 
cians can locate lesions witli very great certainty from 
it alone; that they can distinguish lesions of the brain, 
lungs, digestive apparatus, urinary apparatus, etc., and 
determine, to some extent, their character. 

But in the practice of medicine, there is something 
of more importance than locating a disease, or even de- 
termining the character of the lesion. 'The important 
object is to associate the evidences of disease with reme- 
dies for their cure, and to make the expressions of dis- 
ease point to the medicine. 

Feeling the pulse gives us a knowledge of the lesions 
of the circulation — most important information in the 
majority of diseases. Ever}' lesion of the circulation 
is distinctly announced to the cultivated touch, as is 
some lesions of the blood and of the nervous system. 
In so far as we study the pulse, I desire that it shall 
mean special remedies — not names of disease. 

Frequency calls attention to a wrong of the circulation 
and prompts the asking of the question — why? It 
does not necessarily mean Veratrum, Aconite, Grelsemi- 
num, etc., though it is suggestive ot them Why ? Is the 
wrong in the vessels an obstruction to the free circula- 
tion of blood, requiring an increased movement of tho 
heart to compensate it ? Is the wrong an enfeeblement 
of the heart, requiring increased frequency of impulse 
to compensate for want of power? Is the increased 
frequency dependent upon irritation of the cardiac 
plexus ? Is the frequency dependent upon a wrong of 
the blood? Upon a cerebro-spinal wrong? 

The full pulse with stremjth means medicine — Vera- 
trum. Whether full and hard, full and bounding, the 
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special sedative named is at once suggested. It may 
not be all that the patient wants, but it is one, and in 
many cases will stand first. 

The full pulse doughy (lacks the marked vibration) 
means Lobelia ; or if marked and associated with full- 
ness of mucous membranes and purplish discoloration, 
Baptisia; or if accompanied with muscular pain, Apo- 
cynum. 

The/ttW pulse opc», is kindly influenced by Podophyl- 
lin, and especially by Quinine in full doses. 

The large pulse empty calls for the alkaline sulphites, 
Sulphurous Acid, stimulant baths or fatty inunction, 
Quinine, and histogenetic food. The sensation we get 
in this case is of an artery of large calibre, but with too 
little volume of blood — the sensation after the impulse 
being of emptiness. 

The/ttW pulse vihratlle calls for Grelseminum, usually, 
associated with Yeratrum. 

The full pulse oppressed, calls for Belladonna, alter- 
nated with Veratrum ; if sepsis, Baptisia. •^ 

The small pulse usually means Aconite. 

The small pulse vihratile Aconite and Gelseminum. 

The small pulse oppressed Belladonna and Aconite. 

The small, soft, easily compressed pulse. Aconite, 
stimulants. Small doses of Quinine with Opium and 
food. 

The small j^ulse, frequent . QixsWy compressed, the wave 
of blood giving a sense of squareness as it passes under 
the finger, Opium. 

Want of power in the impulse suggests Digitalis, 
Capsicum. 

The sharp stroke of the pulse with tremulous wave be 
tween strokes, means Rhus. 
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The sharp stroke of pulse, with even, small, vibratile 
current between strokes — Bryonia. 

The dull stroke with tremulous or vibratile wave — 
Pbytolaeca. 

The operij tremulous pulse — Arsenicum. 

The sm/jil or open pulse in which the wave of blood 
drops suddenly as it passes the finger — Pulsatilla or 
Cactus. 

Irregularity of pulse, soft or open, with a distinct 
wrong in the stroke — Cactus. 

The steady, vibratile pulse, without marked wave — 
Macrotys. 

We have often reason to believe that Quinine is indi- 
cated by the periodicity of the disease, and yet our ex- 
perience with the remedy raises doubts of whether it 
will be well received and exert a kindly and curative 
action. If the pulse is hard and vibratile, wiry, we will 
7iot give it; if it is soft and open we may expect its 
kindly action. The physician who would administer 
(^ium or its salts with a hard, wiry pulse, would be 
doing his patient a great wrong. Here, also, we want 
a soft, open pulse for the kindly action of the medicine. 
No one in his senses would give Podoph^'Uin when 
there was a small, wiry pulse, or when it had a sharp 
stroke — the patient might get through safely, and it 
might kill him. 

This is only a partial consideration of the subject, 
and the results of my own experience. It should agree 
with what others know of the pulse as a means of 
diagnosis, and 1 hope will be thoroughly, proven. 
Even if proven to be without foundation in fact, the 
investigation will give practical knowledge, and will 
increase our knowledge of the relationship between 
the evidences of disease and remedies. 
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If the reader will notice carefully, he will see a 
marked resemblance between the touch of the pulse, 
and the general sense of touch when the hand is applied 
to the skin. The sensation from the slight oedema of 
cellular tissue, that indicates Apoc3^num, and the pulse 
that says Apocynura is wonderfully similar. The sen- 
sation from the skin that says Lobelia and the pulse 
that says Lobelia is the same. The pulse of Yeratrum 
is associated with the skin of Yeratrum. And so we 
will find it all the way through, if we see the indica- 
tions for remedies rightl}^ they never conflict. 

THE TEMPEEATUEB. 

Among the evidences of disease, none are more defi- 
nite and important than changes in the temperature. 
Heat is not only force in the animal body, but it is also 
a condition of life; a man has activity through it, and 
he has life by it. The theory of Samuel Thomson — 
" Heat is life, cold is death," was very simple, and had 
much of truth in it — it was just one-third of the truth. 
Cold is death, but so is too high a temperature, and an 
unequal distribution of heat. 

The human body maintains its healthy functions at a 
temperature varying from 98° to 98.5°. This is a con- 
dition absolute for health. If the temperature varies 
from this above or below, disease must result. We may 
state the proposition in a different form — no disease 
can exist without changing the temperature of the 
body, either raising it, depressing it, or rendering it 
unequal. Thus, change of temperature becomes an 
absolute evidence of disease, though it may not point 
out the character or the location of the lesion. 
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In the olden time changes in the temperature were 
dotermined by the hand applied to the surface of the 
body. With some physicians the touch would be so 
educated that it would recognize these changes with 
considerable accuracy. Whilst it would not note the 
changes within one or two degrees when the tempera- 
ture was above, it would recognize certain alterations 
of the skin, and modifications of heat or electricity, 
that the bodj^ thermometer does not take cognizance 
of. This information is of great importance, and whilst 
we highly value the body thermometer, we purpose to 
cultivate the touch as far as possible. 

The Body Thermometer. — The thermometer is pre- 
sented to us as a new means of diagnosis, but as far 
back as 1754, one hundred and twenty years ago, An- 
tonius De Haen, the first clinical teacher of medicine 
at Yienna, insisted uj>on its use to determine the tem- 
perature of the body, rather than to judge by the hand. 
But though De Haen showed that it was the only cor- 
rect index of heat, and seemingly indispensable in 
diagnosis, if it was desirable to determine the temper- 
ature, he was not able to convince the profession that 
this was desirable, and its use lapsed with his death. 

The use of the thermometer has been revived within 
the last fifteen years, and is now exciting much attention, 
and is employed by many as a most valued means of 
diagnosis and prognosis. It is valued now, because we 
appreciate the fact that the vital processes can only be 
performed in perfection at the normal temperature of 
98*^, and that just in proportion as it varies from this^ 
either above or below, they are changed or arrested. 
Indeed, it would seem, that heat, at this degree, was the 
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most essential condition of life, and that if there be a 
variation from it, those means which will restore the 
thermal equilibrium are the most direct and important. 

The difficulty in the way of using the thermometer 
to determine the temperature of the body, seemed to 
be in a want of sensitiveness, and precision in marking 
fractions of a degree. This has been overcome by em- 
ploj'ing a large quantity of mercury in the bulb^ and a 
short stem graduated from 80° to 115°. By thus in- 
creasing the quantity of mercury, the degree, as marked 
upon the scale, was so lengthened that it could readily 
be divided into fourths, and even eighths or tenths. 
And the sensitiveness to he^t was in direct proportion 
to the increased length of a degree as marked upon the 
ecale. 

A registering thermometer is one in which a small por- 
tion of mercury is detached from the main column in 
the st«m of the instrument. This detached portion is 
elevated by the expansion of the mercury below, which 
ascends in the stem below it, and thus marks the degree 
of heat. But it is not influenced by the descent of the 
main column, but remains in its place, thus acting as a 
register. In using this thermometer, the detached por- 
tion of mercury is lowered in the stem below the 
register by giving it three or four gentle taps with the 
hand from below. 

As the instruments require great accuracy in manu- 
facture, thej' exceed in price the ordinary thermometer. 
Yet very good instrunients may be purchased for 
$2.50 to ^5.00; the self-registering, in morocco cases, 
1 would recommend as preferable. 

It may be remarked, that we emplo}' thermometers 
graduated to Fahrenheit's scale, but some of the 
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cheaper German instruments have the scale of Beaamai 
or Centigrade. 

Applying the Thermometer. — The majority of 
writers direct that the thermometer be applied in the 
axillae, as it is there completely enclosed and sur 
rounded by the soft parts. When it is convenient, as 
in some acute diseases, the person being in bed, I think 
the axillffi the best, yet there are many cases when we 
should like to test the temperature, that it would be 
very inconvenient for the person to unfasten the clothes 
to reach this part. Women, especially, will object to 
this method of examination. 

To suit these cases, I apply the bulb of the ther- 
mometer under the tongue, having the patient close 
the mouth. This is much more convenient, and so far 
as my experience extendt^, jnst as reliable. 

The thermometer should be retained in its place from 
three to five minutes, as it requires this length of time 
for the full influence of the bodj^'s heat. It is well 
also, in some cases, to watch the register to see how 
rapidly the mercury rises, as there is much difi^erence 
in this in different cases, and it also becomes an element 
in diagnosis. 

Eanges of Temperature in Health. — The standard 
temperature of the healthy body is 98.5°, and is sub- 
ject to a slight variation during the day of about 0.820°. 
The maximum temperature is in the early morning; it 
fluctuates and gradually decreases during the day, and 
is lowest at midnight. 

" The observations of Drs. Edwards and Davy have 
shown that the amount of animal heat ma}^ be consid- 
erably altered b}^ a number of collateral circumstances. 
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But the great distinction between these alterations of 
temperature in health, and those which are the result 
of disease is, that tliese variations are generall}^ tempo- 
rary, and within narrow limits — amounting to mere 
fractions of a degree — rarely more than 1.8° Fahr. to 
3.6° Fahr. whereas those which are due to disease are 
persistent so long as the disease exists. 

" The following are the collateral circumstances 
which mainly influence animal heat in our daily life, 
and which require to be remembered in order that erro- 
neous conclusions m.ay not be drawn: 1. Active exenise 
[not carried to the extent of exhausting fjatigue] raises 
the temperature proportionally to the degree of mus- 
cular exertion made. 2. Exposure to cold without exer- 
cise lowers the temperature. 3. Sustained mental ex- 
ertion reduces temperature about half a degree* 4. The 
amount of heat is also reduced by a fall meal and the 
use of alcohol; but it rises again as digestion advances. 
5. There are diurnal fluctuations capable of being thus 
determined. 6. The temperature of the body rises 
with the temperature of the air ; and sudden transitions 
from a cold to a hot climate induce a feverish state 
marked by increase of temperature on bodily exertion. 
7. The average temperature within the tropics is nearly 
1° Fahr. higher than in temperate regions. 8. The 
temperature is more readily and rapidl}- aff^<^cted — more 
sensitive, so to speak — than either the pulse or the res- 
piration; and this is especially the case in disease." — 
Ailhen. 

Ranges of Temperature in Disease. — AVe have to 
study both an increase and a decrease in the temperature 
of the body, the first being of most common occurrence 
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and having the greatest range. Thus whilst a decrease 
of but one degree, if maintained for a considerable 
time, will result in death, an increase of two to foui 
degrees may be maintained for a month with safety to 
life. 

The increase of temperature is usually proportionate 
to the frequency of the pulse, one degree corresponding to 
an increase of ten beats per minute. Thus : 

With a temperature of 98® i pulse of 60 

" ** '« 99° " YO 

»« " " 100° " 80 

** « ' 101° " 90 

« •< " 102°. ** ICO 

« " " 103° " 110 

" " " 104° " 120 

" « " 105° " 130 

" " " 106° * 140 

This table is for adult males of good development, 
and will not apply to those of feeble constitution, of 
sedentary habits, or of a nervous temp<irament. In 
such, with a normal temperature of 98°, the pulse would 
be 70 or 80, and the increased frequency to each degree 
would be but six or eight, until the 103° was passed. 

In chronic disease we also find an increase of tem- 
perature, and the thermometer becomes almost as cer- 
tain a means of diagnosis and prognosis as in febrile 
and inflammatory affections. Thus, for instance, in 
phthisis pulmonalis, we find a permanent increase of 
temperature to 99° and 100°, in the first stages, in- 
creasing to 101° and 102°, as the disease progresses. 
This increase is so uniform that it will furnish the best 
evidence of the nature of the disease in its earliest stage. 
The frequency of the i)ulse corresponds to the increase 
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of temperature. Breaking down of the tubercles is 
announced by a marked increase of temperature, cor- 
responding to the destruction of lung tissue, and the 
danger to life. 

In acute fevers and inflammations, we find the tem- 
perature increasing in the ratio of the severity of the 
disease. It docs not, however, remain uniformly the 
same throughout the twenty-four hours, but presents a 
marked morning decline and evening elevation. This 
is very distinct, even in continued fevers, which we are 
accustomed to think of as being uniform in all their 
phenomena. This fluctuation is rarely less than one 
degree, and is frequently two degrees, or more. 

The value of the thermometer, as a means of diag- 
nosis, is thus estimated by Dr. Aitken: 

" In the course of many diseases, whose diagnosis 
has been accurately determined, if the temperature de- 
parts from its normal or typical range, the thermometer 
will furnish the best and the earliest indication of any 
untoward event, such as the additional development of 
disease, or other visceral complications, in its course. 

" When once the typical range of temperature (wor- 
ma/, as it were, of the particular disease) is determined, 
a basis is laid for appreciating irregularities or compli- 
cations in its course in particular cases. For example, 
a patient exhibits symptoms of fever of the typhoid 
type, but during the progress of the first week his tem- 
perature becomes normal, for however short a space of 
time — the occurrence of this event proves that the fever 
is not what it was supposed to be. Again, a patient 
may suffer from all the general symptoms of incipient 
pneumonia j but there still is a doubt as to whether in- 
farction of the lung has taken place. The sputa being 
14 
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suppressed, or not procurable, does not assist the diag' 
nosis. If, however, the temperature is found to be 
normal, it is certain that no croupous exudation has 
taken place in the lung, and that there is no pneumonia. 
Again, if a tuberculous patient has a sudden attack of 
haemoptysis, and if the temperature of his body is 
normal during and subsequent to the.attack, no reactive 
pneumonia, nor any exacerbation of the tuberculous 
exudation need be expected. This is a new field open 
for investigation in cases of phthisis. 

" Again : In all cases of convalescence, so long as the 
defervescence proceeds regularlj^, as measured by the 
temperature, no relapses need be feared ; on the other 
hand, delayed defervescence in pneumonia, the persist- 
ence of a high evening temperature in typhus or 
typhoid fever, or the exanthemata, and the incomplete 
attainment of normal temperature in convalescence, 
are signs of great significance. They indicate incom- 
plete recovery, supervention of other diseases, unfavor- 
able changes in the products of disease, or the continu- 
ance of other sources of disturbance requiring to be 
carefully examined into. The onset of even a slight 
elevation of temperature during convalescence is a 
warning to exercise careful watching over the patient, 
and especially for the maintenance of a due control 
over his diet and actions." 

The Influence of Treatment on the Tempeba- 
lURE. — By reference to table on page 160, it will be 
noticed that there is a constant relation between the 
frequency of the pulse and the temperature : that with 
a range of temperature of 103° to 105°, we find a pulse 
ranging from 110-115 to 130-140. It is evident, there- 
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fore, that if we have any means that will control the 
circulation — lessening the frequency of the pulse — it 
will also lower the temperature. 

The question then arises, if a treatment will thus 
control the pulse and temperature, maj' it not change a 
severe and dangerous case into a mild one without 
danger? We answer this question in the affirmative, 
not as a theory, but from observations on many cases 
of disease. 

T think I am justified in stating, as an axiom, that 
just in the ratio that the circulation is thus controlled, 
and the temperature reduced, the fever is rendered 
mild. 

I wish it distinctly understood, however, that I refer 
only to those influences which can be continued for 
some days, and not to those which endure but a few 
hours. The use of large doses of Yeratrum will bring 
down the pulse from 120 to 60 or 70 beats per minute, 
in six to ten hours, and with a corresponding reduction 
in temperature; but it is not possible to continue this 
influence, as in a few hours the stomach becomes irri- 
table and rejects it, or the depression of the sympathetic 
nervous system is such as to peril life. 

But if the remedy is given in doses of half to one 
drop, sedation is slowly produced, the stomach receives 
it kindly, and instead of depression of the vegetative 
functions, the remedj' acts as a stimulant to them. 

Bvt IS it possible to arrest a fever he/ore it has run its 
course? I am satisfied that this question may also be 
answered in the affirmative. Not that every case can 
be shortened, for in some the local lesion of Pej-er's 
glands proves an insurmountable obstacle ; but many 
can be arrested fi-om the seventh to the ninth day, more 
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by the fourtoeiith, and in nearly all the disease can bo 
restricted to twenty one daj'S. 

A fever terminates naturally — by a decrease in the 
frequenc}^ of the pulse, a diminution of the tempera- 
ture, and the re-establishment of secretion, by which 
the cause of the disease is removed. If, then by the 
use of sedatives, we lessen the frequency of the pulse, 
and obtain an equal and uniform circulation, with a 
corresponding decline in temperature, we find it easy 
to establish secretion from the skin, kidneys and 
bowels, b}'^ the usual means. And in a majority of 
cases these processes may be sustained by the use of 
nutritious food, and the use of small doses of the Bitter 
Tonics. 

But the quention arises, does the temperature bear 
the same relation in chronic disease, and will treatment 
influencing the temperature have a like curative influ- 
ence? I answer the question in the affirmative, and 
adduce as an example phthisis pulmonalis, one of the 
most intractable diseases we have to contend with. 

In this, so long as the increased temperature is main- 
tained, the disease progresses ; and very frequently its 
rapidity is in exacfratio to this. Diminish the temper- 
ature, and the disease progresses more slowly. Eeduce 
it to 98.5°, and maintain it at this, and the patient re- 
covers. 

The wrong of temperature is but the expression of 
disease. If the disease is favorably influenced by rem- 
edies the temperature falls or rises towards the normal 
standard. Thus in a given case of disease we may see 
the pathological wrong, whether of the blood, the 
nervous sj^stem, or of waste and excretion, and at the 
same time the indications for the remedy which will 
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right the lesion, and we know that its use will reduce 
the temperature. Thus in a case of zymotic fever the 
evidences of sepsis are marked, and with sepsis there 
must be an exalted temperature. If now we select the 
right antiseptic, say Sulphite of Soda, Chlorate of 
Potash or Baptisia, the temjjerature will fall with its 
use. If in any given case we have a special indication 
for Nitric Acid, for Podophyllin, Quinine, etc., they 
will influence the temp)erature toward the normal 
standard. 

But in many cases the wrong of temperature may be 
regarded rather as a cause than as a result. If the 
temperature is above the normal standard the functions 
of life are impaired in the ratio of the excess. Thus as 
we have already seen — increase of temperature is asso- 
ciated with acceleration of the pulse — increase of tem- 
perature is associated with frequent respiration. With 
an increase of temperature there is an arrest of diges- 
tion, blood-making, nutrition, waste, retrograde meta- 
morphosis, and secretion from skin, kidnej^s and bowels. 
We also find that structural lesions are influenced in 
the same manner. Inflammation is active in propor- 
tion to increased temperature, as is also the tendency 
to suppuration and death of the part. The influence 
of zymotic causes of disease is also increased in tho 
ratio of increase of temperature, and the condition 
known as typhoid is marked in proportion to it. In 
surgical disease we find the processes of repair arrested 
when the thermometer marks 103° ; above this the pus 
loses its laudable character, becomes thin, ichorous, 
etc., and presently the structures soften and break 
down. 

The fact that inci'ease of temperature is a condition 
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in many chronic diseases has already been noticed. In 
phthisis pulmonalis the first advent of disease is an- 
nounced by a temperature of 100°. In morbus coxa- 
rius, white swelling, etc., increase of temperature is 
one of the most pronounced and distinctive symptoms. 
In all these cases we maj' say that the rapidity of dis- 
ease is in the ratio of increased temperature, and so 
long a« the temperature is thus high no amendment 
need be expected. If the temperature can be reduced 
and maintained at or near the normal standard, the de- 
structive processes are less active, and a cure rendered 
possible. 

If we decide that a wrong of the temperature is a 
cause rather than a result, even though but in part, we 
wish to know the means bj^ which it may be rectified. 
The first proposition — '^ as is the pulse so is the tem- 
perature" — gives us the use of the very important 
class of remedies — the special sedatives. If these rem- 
edies exert a direct influence in giving a slower and 
better circulation, they will also lessen the temperature. 
Certain remedies especially influence the temperature 
through the nervous sj^stem, as Ehus, Gelseminum, 
Bryonia, Belladonna, Nux, Nitric Acid, Others influ- 
ence it through the constitution of the blood, as alka- 
lies, acids, food, etc. 

Then again we look to the skin as the regulator of 
heat in the body. It is possible that a wrong in the 
condition of this apparatus is the cause, in whole or 
part, of this lesion. What is the condition of the skin ? 
Is it dry, constricted, full, relaxed ? What remedies, 
in the form of baths, or otherwise, will right these 
wrongs ? 

If we take the simple lesion of excess of temperature 
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and frequenc}^ ot pulse, as seen in febricula, we will 
find a cure in the cold wet sheet pack, as we would in 
the early stages of a sthenic inflammation. Or in place 
of this the ordinary vapor bath or spirit-vapor bath 
might be employed. In man}'- cases Avith a dry and 
constricted skin the sponge baths are found to place 
this organism in better condition, and lessen the tem- 
perature. 

If a bath is medicated, we select it as we would the 
internal remedy. If an alkali is indicated internally 
by pallid mucous membranes, it will be found best for a 
bath. If an acid is indicated internally by deep colora- 
tion of mucous membranes, we will emploj?^ an acid 
bath. If the skin is relaxed and enfeebled, we think 
of stimulant, tonic, or astringent baths. We employ 
fatty inunction in two conditions — when the skin is dry 
and constricted, and when it is relaxed and enfeebled — 
in both the inunction answers a good purpose. In 
some cases we combine with it a stimulant, or one of 
the essential oils ; in others we make it a vehicle for the 
topical application of Quinine. 

If the increase of temperature is associated with 
waste of tissue, we find it important to provide a better 
fuel for burning, and thus allay the excitation caused 
by destruction of tissue. Thus in chronic disease we 
think of Cod Oil, and foods that contain calorifacient 
material in excess, and that are at the same time easily 
digested. In acute disease we furnish similar kinds of 
food, whilst at the same time we modifj'' the process of 
combustion as much as possible. 

In depression of temperature we find every function 
of life impaired, but in this case the lesion is always of 
depression, whilst in the preceding it was most fre- 
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quentlj' of excitation. It requires but a slight fall of 
temperature to impair and finally arrest functional ac- 
tivity. Witli a depression of a single degree a man ig 
sick, and if this is maintained death will result in from 
two or three days to a week. 

In some cases of chronic disease we find a slight de- 
pression of temperature, as a part of the lesion. At 
once we ask the question, what is the cause ? Is it de- 
pendent upon want of food, or of proper food? A 
wrong of digestion ? An impairment of the respiratory 
function, and of the burning ? Or a wrong of the skin^ 
so that it permits a rapid escape of heat? On the 
answer obtained to these questions, will depend the 
treatment. 

If it is a want of food, or of calorifacient food, a right 
treatment will look to the selection of appropriate 
kinds If we find a lesion of digestion, either buccal, 
stomachic, or intestinal, means to rectify these lesions 
will be demanded. If it arises from deficient respira- 
tion, we will direct such exercise as will call into activ- 
it}^ the respiratory function, and facilitate combustion. 
It is possible there may be a defect in certain materials 
that favor combustion. Thus in some cases I have 
found the want to be of Phosphorus, and its administra- 
tion at once restored the calorific function. In others 
it may be of Sulphur, or of Soda, or in some cases it 
would be met by Cod-Oil. Wrongs of the skin, per- 
mitting the escape of heat, are readily recognized by 
the touch, as evidences of relaxation, of exudation of 
water from the blood, or h3'per-activity of the sudori- 
ferous glands. The remedies will consist of stimulant 
and tonic baths, or sometimes the use of fatty inunctioQ 
with stimulants or with Quinine. 
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An irregular or unequal distribution of heat is a 
source of trouble as well as its increase or diminution. 
If we have too much heat in one place and too little in 
another, we will find associate wrongs of circulation and 
innervation, and there will be impairment of digestion, 
blood-making, nutrition, waste, retrograde metamor»« 
phosis, and excretion. Wrongs of the blood are like- 
wise increased, and there is the tendencj^ to deposits of 
imperfectly formed albuminoid material. Local dis- 
eases are also more severe, and the tendenc}^ to struc- 
tural changes more marked. 

In chronic disease we will frequently find that no im- 
, provement takt;s place until the wrpng of temperature 
is rectified. Getting well may hinge on getting the 
feet warm. With cold feet, remedies which seem 
adapted to the case, continually fail; warm the feet, 
even by sprinkling Capsicum in the stockings, and the 
patient improves at once. In some of these cases topi- 
cal means will be all-sufficient, but in others we will 
have to employ such as give strength to the circulation 
and improve innervation. 

In acute disease unequal temperature is one of the 
most unpleasant symptoms met with, and it is always 
looked for in the advanced sta<^es of severe disease. 
The experienced physician examines the patient's toes, 
his knees, his ears, the tips of his fingers, with as much 
interest, as he examines the pulse. If he finds coldness 
of these parts, he is at once awake to the necessity of 
every means for the conservation of life, whether it 
has reference to means to prevent undue expenditure, 
or such as will increase the forces of the body. Cold- 
ness of parts distant from the heart at once suggests 
the idea of tilcoholic stimulants as food, Uj be supple- 
15 
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merited, as soon as may be by such foods as seem best 
adapted to the case. 

Changes of kind in temperature will not be recog- 
nized by the thermometer, and hardly by the physician 
who prides himself on being " scientific." " Kinds of 
heat indeed I there is but one heat, and it is nonsense to 
try to make a distinction in kind " (?) This is all very 
well, but the practiced physician knows that there are 
hindi^ at least in so far as his sensations are concerned, 
and that these "kinds" tell him of definite lesiofts, 
and point to remedies. We do not know just why we 
have varying sensations of kind, but we do even in 
warming apparatus. , The sensation of heat is not the 
same from a coal stove, an open fire, hot water pipes, 
or a Batch earthen-ware oven. And the sensation of 
heat by the hand is not the same in simple febricula, 
remittent fever, tj'phoid, tj^phus, yellow fever, scarlet 
fever, etc. The kind is unmistakable, and becomes 
more and more so as the wrong ol the blood and of the 
nervous system increases. 

If one applies the hand upon a surface from which a 
sinapism has been recently removed, a peculiar sense 
of "pungency" is experienced. Quite as distinct a 
sensation comes in severe scarlet fever, in malignant 
rubeola, and in diseases characterized by the symptoms 
known as typhoid. We get a similar pungent heat 
when there is great excitation of the sympathetic and 
spinal nervous systems. We may say then, that this 
character — pungent heat — wliich is so readily recog- 
nized by most persons, refers us to lesions of the blood — 
sepsis, and to lesions of the nerve centres — excitation. 
We at once think of antiseptics as appropriate reme- 
dies, and select the particular one by sj'mptoms alrea<ly 
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named. In so far as the nervous lesion is concerned, 
we will be guided in the selection of remedies by the 
facial expression and by the pulse. 

It is possible many times, to determine the cliaracter 
of a local lesion by the sensation given the hand. Thus 
one very readily recognizes the peculiar pungent heat 
of erysipelas, and sometimes the touch will determine 
the advent of this lesion in surgical disease before the 
eye would recognize the change of color, or the intu- 
mescence of tissue. The hand placed upon the abdo- 
men will feel the advent of puerperal inflammation 
before it will be recognized by ordinary symptoms. 
There is very much to be learned in this regard, and it 
is well to give it thought and experiment. 



DIAGNOSIS BY THE EAR. 

The ear mny not be as important in diagnosis as the 
eye or touch, yet we purpose employing it to its fullest 
capacity. To the routine phj'sician who asks questions 
and depends for his Icnowledge of disease upon what 
the patient tells him, it is the organ of greatest impor- 
tance. But we have already seen that we do best when 
we stud}' disease with our senses, and depend but little 
upon what the patient says. 

If the reader will nfer back to our study of facial 
expression, he will notice the statement that wrongs of 
life find exj)ression through the u.sual channels of ex- 
pression ; where the nerve currents have been most in 
the habit of flowing in health, they incline to flow in 
disease. Mankind use the facial muscles to express 
their feelings (»r sensations, and hence disease is ex 
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pressed in the face. For the same reason we should 
expect to find wrongs of life expressed in the voice, in 
all animals using the voice, and especially in man who 
finds it a pnnci{)al instrument of expression.* 

♦The character of the human voice, under- the influence of 
various emotions, has been discussed by Mr. Herbert Spencer in 
his interesting essay on Music. He clearly shows that the voice 
alters much under different conditions, in loudness and in quality, 
that is, in resonance and timbre^ in pitch and intervals. No one 
can listen to an eloquent orator or preacher, or to a man calling 
angrily to another, or to one expressing astonishment, without 
being struck with the tnith of Mr. Spencer's remarks. If is 
curious how early in life the modulation of the voice becomes ex- 
pressive. With one of my children, under the age of two years, 
I clearly perceived that his humph of assent was rendered by a 
slight modulation strongly emphatic; and that by a peculiar 
whine his negative, expressed obstinate df»termination. Mr. 
Spencer further shows that emotional speech, in all the above 
respects is intimatel}^ related to vocal music, and consequently to 
instrumental music; and he attempts to explain the character- 
istic qualities of both on physiological grounds, — namely, on 
" the general law that a feeling is a stimulus to muscuhir action." 
It may be admitted that the voice is affected through this law; 
but the explanation appears to me too general and vague to 
throw much light on the various differences, with the exception 
of that of loudness, between ordinary speech and emotional 
speech, or singing. 

That the pitch of the voice bears some relation to certain 
states of feeling is tolerably clear A person gently complaining 
of ill-treatment, or slightlj^ suffering, almost always speaks in a 
high-pitched voice. Dogs, when a lit'.le impatient, often make a 
high piping note through their no^es, which at once strikes us 
as plaintive, but how difficult it is to know whether tlie sound is 
essentially plaintive, or only appears so in this particular case, 
from our having learnt by experience what it means! Rongger 
states that the monkeys (Cebus azarct), -which he kept in Para- 
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As we come into tl.e sick room we give attention to 
the voice of the sick person, quite as much as we do to 
what he IS saj'ing. We find that it expresses strength 
and weakness, is five or difficult from local disease, and 
shadows forth the condition of the brain in its tone, 
which varies from the li.stlessness of atony to the quer- 
ulousness of excitod feebleness, and the excitation of 
over activity. 

In studj'ing the voice as the expression of disease, 
we recognize its throe-fold bearing as it refers us to a 
general impairment of life, a lesion of the brain, and 
to lesions of the respiratory asparatus. If we did not 
keep these sources of wrong in view we might make 
serious mistakes. If, for instance, we have feebleness 
of voice, it may be due to general impairment of life, 
to impairment of the functions of the brain, to deficienib 
innervation from the spinal cord, or to a lesion of the 
respiratory apparatus. 

Whilst strength of voice is usually regarded as evi- 
dence of good vital power, and a good respiratory ap- 
paratus, it will not do to place too much dependence 



guay, expre.«sed astonishment by a half-piping, half-snarling 
noise; anger or impatience, ty repeating the sound hu hu in a 
deeper, grunting voice; and fright or pain, by shrill screams* 
On the other hand, with mankind, deep groans and high piercing 
screams equally express an agony of pain. Laughter maybe 
either high or low; so that, with adult men, as Haller long ago 
remarked, the sound partakes of the character of the vowels (as 
pronounced in German) and A ; whilst with children and 
women, it has more of the character of E and /; and these 
hUtcr vowel-sounds naturally have, as Helmholz has shown^ a 
higher pitch than the former; yet both tones of laughter equally 
express enjoyment or amusement. — Darwin, 
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upon it in these regards. It certainly evidences good 
innervation from Ibe brain and spinal cord. But if 
these nerve centres are sound, active, and well supplied 
with blood, we may have a strong voice, even though 
the body at large is nearly exhausted. Usually it is a 
favorable 83'mptom. 

Feebleness^ on the contrarj^ evidences a lesion of atony, 
either of the body at large, of the brain or mind, of the 
spinal cord, or of the respiratory aj)paratus. Whilst 
the ^probabilities are in favor of its being a nervous 
lesion, we will not take it for granted, but make such 
examinations as will localize the lesion. Feebleness 
BJmply, without querulousness, suggests the use of 
Phosphorus, the Hj'pophosphites, Cod Oil, Alcohol as 
food. Iron, Arsenic, Quinine. If it is associated with a 
marked effort from the will, and a sighing respiration, 
we refer it to deficient innervation from the spinal cord, 
and think of Strychnia, Ergot, or Santonine as reme- 
dies. In lesion of the respiratory apparatus there will 
be change in the voice other than feebleness. 

It is difficult to give a name to the peculiar expres- 
sion of voice associated with nervous irritation and vas- 
ijular excitement, yet the reader will learn to recog- 
nize it readily, and may frequently be able to deter- 
mine these characters of disease by simply hearing the 
patient speak. There is a sharpness, and want of 
smoothness, representing pretty accurately in degree 
the amount of disease. 

The halting voice, evidencing a labored action of the 
brain, tells the story of congestion, and suggests the 
use of Eelladonna, or if markedly halting, of Lobelia 

The oppressed voice, hollow and unsteady, evidences 
a general impair meat of life, and caljs for stimulants, 
tonics and food. 
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The oppressed voice from the upper part of the lungs 
suggests deficient innervation to lieart and respiratory 
apparatus, and causes us to think of stimulant doses of 
Lobelia. 

Sharpness of voice suggests nervous excitation, and 
will sometimes point to the remedy^ as in the i^oculiar 
sharp accentuation of the Khus voice, resembling the 
cr^ enrephalique of the child. 

The cry of the child will frequently inform the phy- 
sician of the location and character of the disease. Of 
course we recognize the fact that there may be but 
little change in the cry, or that there may be changes 
without corresponding disease, but we have other 
means of diagnosis to supplement this, and prevent 
error. Physicians who have given this subject atten- 
tion will recall the peculiar cr}^ of abdominal distress, 
the change which marks disease of the respiratory ap- 
paratus, the oppressed cr}- of congestion, the shrill, 
metallic cry of inflammation of the brain, etc. It does 
not take much observation to distinguish the cry of 
disease from the cr\' of hunger, or anger. 

In the preceding paragraph a i^eculiar cr}', encepha- 
Itque, was noticed, which is so distinctive that it will 
never be mistaken. Its suddenness and shrillness is 
characteristic. In its slighter forms it arises from cere- 
bral irritation and determination of blood, and calls for 
Gelseminum as the remedy. When marked and shrill, 
I should alwaj's think of Eh us Toxicodendron as the 
remedy. 

A sudden cry, followed by sobbing respiration, i* a 
prominent indication for Bromide of Ammonium. 

The voice is the function of the larj'nx, and its 
changes will point us to disease of this organ. The 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



176 STUDY OF DIAGNOSIS. 

croupous (ivy and voice is quite as distinctive as the 
croupous cough. If it evidences moisture, we have 
mucous croup; if it is dry and metallic, iDseudo-mem- 
branous crouj); if variable in tone and character, spas- 
modic croup. 

In chronic disease of the larynx, roughness of the 
voice is one of the first symptoms. As the disease pi"o- 
gresses, we have various changes in the voice and dif- 
ficult use of it, as characteristic symptoms. 

In chronic bronchitis we also find change, but not 
similar in kind. It ma}'^ give the voice shrillness, as 
in irritative bronchitis, or dullness, hollowness, or rever- 
beration, as in asthenic bronchitis. 

Cough. — Whilst cough calls our attention to a prob- 
able disease of the respiratory apparatus it does not in- 
dicate with any certuint}^ the character of the disease. 
But even to this extent it is important, for it is possible 
to overlook local disease, from the prominence of gen- 
eral symptoms. 

Whilst cough is usually the expression of disease of 
the respiratory apf)aratus, it may have its origin in 
other diseases. Thus we find cough from gastric, 
biliary and intestinal lesions, and from disease of 
the nerve centres, and our examination is made with 
reference to these probable causes in obscure c^ses. 

Cough is the expression of irritation, and comes from ' 
the sense of an irritant material in the respiratory pas- 
sages, which it is intended to remove. But many times 
there is nothing to be removed — it is a misconception 
of the respiratorj'^ nerves, which suifer from irritation, 
and we wish to determine whether or not the eflPort is 
to be favored. In the larger number of cases expecto- 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



STUDY OP DIAGNOSIS, 177 

ration is undesirable, and if wo remove the irritation 
of the nerves the congh ceases. 

A little attention upon the i)art of the physician will 
determine this point, as it is quite easy to distinguish 
the cough necessitated by increased secretion, and at- 
tended bj" expectoration, from the inefficient, rasping 
cough of irritation. In either case, but especially m 
the hist, an effort of the will is of marked benefit in 
checking cough. 

The character of the cough expresses to some extent 
the condition of the respiratory passages. If dry, 
ringing, metallic, we think of irritation, determination 
of blood, and arrest of secretion, and the^ remedies at 
once suggested are those which allay irritation, check 
determination of blood, and favor normal secretion. 
If moist, rattling, gurgling, dull, stimulants to the res- 
piratory passages, as well as remedies to relieve irrita- 
tion are suggested. 

A cough is more or less forcible, and more or less 
easily under the control of the patient. If forcible, 
not under control, or explosive, wo at once suspect a 
wrong of the nerv^e centres, usually of the basilar brain, 
and select remedies accordingly. Of course we may 
have such uncontrollable congh from local irritation, 
especially of the throat, but this will be readily recog- 
nized b}'' the expression, as well as from the patient's 
sensations. 

A cough has more or less evidence of strength, both 
of the respiratory apparatus, and of the body at large. 
The strong, well sustained coui^^h maj'' be a source of 
annoyance, but evidences good vitality and a naturally 
good condition of the respiratory organs. A feeble 
cough, on the contrary', is the evidence of debility, and 
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at once suggests the necessity of care in the conserva- 
tion of life, and the eniplo3'm<'nt of means which will 
give strength, especial]}" the selection of proper foods. 
A cough ma}' be feeble from deficient spinal innerva- 
tion, and spinal stimulants would prove the best reme- 
dies. 

Coughs are spoken of as short, hacking, deep, bron- 
chial, etc., and these characteristics may suggest the 
locality of disease. A short cough may arise from dis- 
ease of the upper lobes of the lungs, or it may be due 
to disease of the parenchyma of the lung, as in the 
first stage of a pneumonia. The hacking cough evi- 
dences irritation of the respiratory nerves pointing 
in the throat. The deep or bronchial cough is at once 
referred to lesions of the bronchial tubes, though it is 
not as good evidence as we would wish. 

A cough may have its origin in irritation of any part 
of the respiratory ap^iaratus, from the pharj'^nx, larj'^nx, 
trachea, bronchial tubes, parenchyma of lungs, to the 
pleura. As named above, its character may suggest the 
seat of disease, but as a rule, it is not definite. A sin- 
gular thing about coughs is, that the irritation points 
so that many times the patient can localize the sensa- 
tion of irritation for us. Cough veiy frequently points 
in the pharynx, and the irritation of the throat seems 
to be its direct cause ; such a cough is based to a con- 
siderable extent upon irritation of the respiratory 
nerves, and remedies directed to relieve this will be the 
best cough medicines. In other cases cough points 
about the supra-sternal notch, and if verj- severe and 
persistent suggests the use of remedies which influence 
the sympathetic nervous system, as Veratrum, Bryonia, 
Cactus, Pulsatilla. 
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Coui^dis may be spasmodic and paroxysmal, even in 
ftevt^i-e casos. showing distinct, epileptiform symptoms. 
Whooping cough is the typical spasmodic cough, but 
w'-e have in the cough of measles, and some diseases of 
the respiratory apparatus, the same characteristics. It 
suggests Drosera, Belladonna, and Bromide of Ammo- 
nium. 

PHYSICAL DIAGNOSIS. 

Diseases of the respiratory organs and the heart are 
diagnosed in part bj^ an exploration of the chest with 
the ear. Whilst an examination of the chest with the 
eye and the touch will determine something of the 
<>haracter of disease, and direct our attention to reme- 
dies, our reliance will be placed principall}^ upon what 
we hear. 

In the case of the respirator}^ organs, a very import- 
ant part is to determine the capacity of the lung for 
jiir, or the amount of air contained in the chest, and 
this is accomplished by percussion. The walls of the 
chest are thin and elastic, whilst the lung which fills it 
contains normall}'^ four or five times as much air as 
there is of solid substance. Any elastic body conlain- 
ing air will give resonance when struck, and the reso- 
nance will be in proportion to the amount of air. 
Ijessen the amount of air. replacing it witli a solid or 
fluid, and dullness of sound is the result. 

The object of percussion then, in di.seases of the re- 
spirator}' organs, is to determine the condition of the 
parenchyma of the lungs with reference to capacity for 
uir. By examination of the healthy thorax we obtain 
a standard of normal resonance for different parts of 
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the chest, and this we use as a basis for comparison. 
In many cases, but one side of the thorax being in- 
volved in disease, a comparison is instituted between 
the sound and the diseased side. In such cases, of 
course the information is more accurate, as we have tho 
normal standard of resonance before us. 

Percussion i?? either direct or mediate, as we strike 
directly upon the wall of the chest, or interpose some- 
thing between. Direct percussion may sometimes bo 
employed with advantage, using one or two fingers to 
give the blow. The on]y objection to this method is 
the unpleasantness to the patient, and the diflSculty of 
making percussion of the intercostal spaces. In medi- 
ate percussion an ivory or rubber plate (pleximeter) is 
sometimes emplo^'cd, using the finger for the stroke, or 
a small mallet of simihu* materials. The best method, 
however, is to apply one or two fingers accurately to 
the wall of the chest, and use the middle finger, sup- 
ported by the ring finger and thumb to give the stroke. 
It is necessary to use care in this, the fingers of the one 
hand being accurately applied to the chest, and the 
stroke being at right angles, and the muscles of the 
hand held firml}" so as to give a quick rebound. 

As the object to be determined is the capacity of the 
lung for air, we make percussion both during full in- 
spiration and after expiration. In examining the mar- 
gin of the lungs over the false ribs and the sternum, it 
is necessarj' to have the ])ationt take a full inspiration 
to carry the lung down to the insertion of the diaphragm 
in the one case, and to the mesial line in the other. In 
making percussion over muscles it is well to put the 
body in such position that the nuiscles will be rendered 
tense. In examinations about the shoulder, it is raised 
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to allow our examinations to be carried up in the 
iixillar}' ^pace, or thrown forward or backward, to 
enable us to reach the upper part of the chest. 

In making comparison between the two sides, we are 
ciireful that there is the same degree of inflation, and it 
is better to have the patient take a full breath, and hold 
it as long as he can conveniently-, or cease respiration 
for a moment, after the air is thrown out. 

I^ormal resonance tells us that the parenchj'-ma of 
the lung is free from effusion, it may be the seat of irri- 
tiition, but the capacity for air is not interfered with. 

Increased resonance in slight degree is heard when 
the function of one lung being impaired, the other does 
an increased work. In greater degree it is the evidence 
of emphj'sema. When very marked, and over a lim- 
ited portion, it is the evidence of a cavity. 

Dullness on percussion evidences that the air is re- 
placed by a solid or fluid ; as is the degree of dullness, 
BO is this change in the physical condition of the lung. 
We have dullness in acute pneumonia commencing 
nbout the third day, sometimes earlier, and increasing 
us deposit takes place in the air cells and intercellular 
passages, and in the connective tissue— as is the dull- 
ness, so is the intensit3'^ of the disease. Resonance returns 
when the circulation is restored, and effused materials 
lire absorbed. Dullness is also an evidence Of chronic 
inflammation of the lungs, being usually much more 
extensive than in phthisis pulmonalis, for which it 
might be mistaken. Dullness on percussion is heard 
in phthisis, when the tubercle is deposited in consider- 
nble quantity and near the surface. In the earlier 
stages the dullness is so slight that it is not an import- 
ant evidence of disease. 
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We bave dullness on percussion where there is fluid 
in the pleural cavities, whether it is simply of water, or 
the products of inflammation. In this case the dullnt'&s 
is of the most dependent part, and unless it is an ex- 
treme case, changing the position of patient, will change 
the situation of the dullness. 

We have dullness on percussion in hj'dropericardiumj 
and to a limited extent in hypertrophy of the heart. 
The situation of the dullness, and the change in the 
sounds from the heart, will determine the condition of 
disease. 

Occasionally we have dullness on percussion from the 
formation of a thoracic aneurism, and still more rarely 
from growths in the cavity of the chest. Other sj^mp- 
toms will determine the character of the wrong. 

The reader Avill notice that in acute disease dullness 
on percussion has reference mostly to effusion into, and 
solidification of the parcnchpy^ma of the lung. The ex- 
tent of the dullness determines the amount of tissue 
involved, and its intensitj^ determines, to some extent,' 
the severity of the .lesion. In so far as it suggests 
treatment, it would say — lessen irritation and determi- 
nation of blood to the lungs — give the respiratoiy appa- 
ratus rest — by appropriate food, and in so far us medi- 
cines act to sustain the life of the part, and of the body at 
large — and by the establishment of secretion, promote 
the absorption of the effused material. 

Percus^ion is sometimes employed in other parts than 
the thorax to give evidence of disease Thus we find 
that some wrongs of the stomach, of the liver, spleen, 
bowels, and reproductive apparatus, give rise to 
changes in the sounds heard on percussion. 

Disease of the stomach with generation of gas, will 
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be Bvidenced bj^ marked resonance on percussion over 
the stomach. In some cases of chronic disease, this 
condition is persistent, and the continuall}'- distended 
stomach is pressed upwards until it occupies consider- 
able space, and resonance might lead us to suppose that 
a cavity had formed in the inferior lobe of the lung, 
had we not sj^mptoms of gastric lesion, and the reso- 
nance extending across the epigastrium. 

On the right side an enlarged liver pressed upwards 
encroaches upon the cavity of the chest, and vivas 
marked dullness on percussion over the right false ribs. 
The evidences of wrong digestion, and the fullness at 
the margin of the ribs will correct the diagnosis. 

In distension of the bow^els by gas, we get the evi- 
dence of resonance on percussion. If of the small in- 
testine it occupies the anterior part of the abdomen ; if 
of the large intestine it is lateral, or in the situation of 
the transverse colon. 

In ascites the small intestine distended with gas floats 
at the top, and though we get the dullness of water 
below, and succussion on palpation, there is resonance 
at the highest part, if the convolutions are free to 
move. 

In ovarian dropHj^, on the contrary, the sac displaces 
the small intestine as it grows, and either crowds it 
upward or backward. Intestinal resonance on the 
Burface, in dropsy, is therefore one of the differential 
points in distinguishing between ovarian disease and 
ascites. 

We employ palpation to determine the ])resence of 
fluid, whether in the cavities, or formed by the br3ak- 
ing down of tissue. In some cases the evidence of 
fluctuation is ver}- distinct, the wave of fluid passing 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



184 STUDY OP DIAGNOSIS. 

distinctly from the hand on the one side, to the hand 
on the other. In other cases, we onl^ obtain a sense 
of mobility and the elasticity of fluid. 

When parts give rise to sound in the performance of 
their functions, the character of this becomes evidence 
of disease. This is the case with the respiratory appa- 
ratus, the heart, and to a less extent with some other 
parts. 

Listening to sounds thus produced is called ausculta* 
tiorty and as practiced may be either direct or mediate. 
In direct auscultation, the ear is applied to the part, 
and the sounds heard. In mediate auscultation, an 
instrument called a stethoscope is emploj'ed as a con- 
ductor of sound. 

I prefer direct auscultation, as we desire to hear the 
exact sounds produced, neither intensified nor modified. 
It is quite as easy to appl^- the ear as a stethoscope, 
and except in some rare cases of cutaneous disease 
there is nothing objectionable in such examination. 
It is claimed that female modesty might be shocked by 
this direct examination, both of the chest, and especially 
of the lower abdomen to detect the beatings of the 
foetal heart. But I confess that in my professional life 
I have met with but little of this mock modesty. 

The special value of the stethoscope is the impression 
it makes upon the public. In the olden time the phy- 
sician carried a gold oi* ivory headed cane, or rather 
a staff, to give him an appearance of dignity, and the 
professional pose, as shown by Hogarth, with the head 
of the cane pressed against the nose or forehead, in 
profound thought, is a fair representation of the dig- 
nity *' that pays." As the physician's cane has gone 
out of fashion, the stethoscope, and instruments of 
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similar kind came in to sustain the dignity of the pro- 
fession. 

Stethoscopes are made in varied forms, from the sim- 
ple short wooden C3iinder (with a hole through it) to 
the double ear- tube instrument of Camraan. Some are 
80 illy adapted to their use, that scarcely anything can 
be heard, except the unpleasant roaring from ill adap- 
tation to the ear. The best stethoscope is a simple 
cylinder of solid wood, with the one end adapted to the 
walls of the chest, and the other to the physician's ear. 
It may bo long or short, or have any shape the taste 
of the maker may give it, if it possess the characters 
named, it will answer its purpose well. 

In the practice of auscultation, whether direct or 
with a stethoscope, the physician ii^ careful to avoid 
adventitious sounds, and to place his body in a conve- 
nient position for listening. The rubbing of clothing, 
either upon itself, or against a stethoscope, will fre- 
quently mask the sounds we wish to hear. A con- 
strained position of body frequently interferes with 
listening. 

In auscultation of the chest in health two respiratory 
sounds are heard — the respirator}^ murmur, and the 
bronchial sound. The first is heard during inspiration 
and expiration over the entire surface of lung; the 
secpnd is heard by applying the ear over the spinal 
column from the middle cervical region to the sixth 
dorsal vertebra — the spinal column being a good con- 
ductor of sound. If the normal respiratory murmur 
is heard we know this portion of the parenchyma of 
lung is healthy; if it is changed in character, or re- 
placed by adventitious sounds from the air cells and 
Bmall passages, we know tiiat there is disease. 
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In studying auscultation, it is well to study in the 
language most familiar to us. If we are original - 
Eomans we ma}' pursue the study in Latin ; if French, 
we tnay use French technical terms; but if English is 
our mother tongue, we had better emploj^ English, and 
use words with especial reference to their meaning. I 
think it is possible to so classify and name the morbid 
sounds that the reader can learn them without trouble. 

We may say first, that a wrong sound made in the 
respiratory apparatus is evidence of disease of this 
apparatus. "We want then to determine the value of 
the sound, and the distinct lesion that produces it. 

To this end, the first question is as regards the 
medium for the conduction of sound. Solids^ conduct 
sound best, fluids next best. Air stands next as a con- 
ductor, and mixed bodies last. The lung, with it« 
spongy tissue filled with air is a bad conductor of 
sound. If it is solidified, it becomes a good conductor, 
and sounds will be heard, which otherAvise would not 
reach the ear. Fluids compressing the lung are also 
good conductors of sound. To determine this point, 
then, percussion is made — if there is resonance the 
sound is referred wholly to a wrong of the part where 
it is produced ; if there is dullness on percussion, it is 
referred in considerable part to the consolidation of 
lung, or to the effusion, which gives a better conductor 
of sound. 

Morbid sounds may be divided first into blowing and 
crepitant, having reference to the parts in which they 
are produced. Blowing sounds are produced in bron- 
chial tubes, and crepitant sounds in the intercellular 
passages and air cells. 

Blowing sounds are blowing. The idea the listener 
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gets is of air blown through a tube possessing some 
elasticity. In the blowing sounds heard in diseases of 
the respirator}' apparatus, the listener gets an idea of 
obstruction ; the air does not pass as freely as in health. 
In one case the sense is of constriction — evidently the 
calibre of the tube has been diminished— the sound has 
the higher tone or shrillness- that would be thus pro- 
duced. In another case the obstruction is evidently 
within the tube, either from fullness of mucous mem- 
brane, or from increased secretion, and the sounds are 
lower in tone — duller — or show the evidence of mucus in 
more or less of gurgling. In a third class of cases, the 
obstruction is evidi^ntly from want of elasticity and 
tone in the tube, Avhich 3'ields before the passage of air, 
both in inspiration and expiration — the wavering tone 
of the sound determines this condition. 

In so far then as we have analyzed the simple char- 
acter blowing, we have suggested to us a rational prac- 
tice of nredicine. Contraction of bronchial tubes is in 
the majority of cases from irritation — employ those 
remedies which take away the irritation. Fullness of 
mucous membrane suggests the use of means to relieve 
determination of blood, and to promote absorption 
Increased secretion suggests the employment of'means 
to takeaway irritation and determination of blood, and 
check secretion. Whilst the wavering sound indicating 
atony, calls for stimulants, tonics and restoratives. 

Blowing sounds are J ri/ and moisfy and these common 
words express clearly the idea formed upon hearing the 
sounds. They are dry and moist, as they refer to a 
condition of dryness or moisture of the mucous lining 
of the bronchial tubes. 

Dri/ hlowing sounds evidence a condition of bronchial 
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tubes in wliieh there is an impediment to the free 
passage of air, and more or less arrest of the normal 
mucous socretion. Dryness itself is an impediment to 
tlie passage of air, but in addition there is contraction 
of the bronchial tubes. We are in the habit of saying — 
as is the blowing, so is tlie contraction of the tubes — 
as is the sound of dryness, so is the arrest of secretion. 

Contraction of bronchial tubes results from irritation, 
and it suggests that such means be employed as will 
relieve irritation. Dryness results from irritation, de- 
termination of blood, and the developed inflammatorj' 
process. Given a di-y blowing sound, we at once think 
of gonoral and local sedatives which lessen determina- 
tion of blood, remedies which allay irritation, remedies 
-which so rectify- general lesions of circulation and tem- 
perature as to permit secretion, and remedies which 
restore secretion, if such be necessary. Thinking in 
straight lines, our ear gives us information of the con- 
dition of the air passages, we at once think of the 
pathological states, and having the factors of disease 
before us, we at once think of those remedies which 
restore normal functional activities. 

Moist blowing sounds tell us of obstruction to the 
free passage of air, and to the pressure of fluid in the 
air passages. As is the blowing so is the impediment 
to the passage of air ; as is the moisture, rattling, bub- 
bling, gurgling, so is the amount of fluid in these pas- 
sages. 

The ear readily determines from the character of the 
sound, whether the blowing is still due to contraction 
of the tubes, for in this case the sound is steadier and 
more resonant, than if caused hy obstruction from accu- 
mulated fluids, or from atony. The well-sustained. 
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sonorous sound alwaj's means contraction — contraction 
results from irritation — use remedies to lessen or take 
the irritation away. 

The impediment from secretion of mucus, muco-pus, 
or purulent fluid is clearly expressed in the sounds 
heard, and it is Avell to take the evidence of the ear, 
rather than any technical classification o"f sound. The 
presence of just sufficient secretion to lubricate the 
passages, of occasional accumulations which need re- 
moval by expectoration, of continued accumulation, 
giving rise to rattling sounds like the bursting of large 
bubbles, or the gurgling which comes from large quan- 
tities of fluid, are distinct and unmistakable. The 
treatment is clear — take away the causes of determina- 
tion of blood, whether due to irritation of the respira- 
tory nerves, or some general lesion. Give these tissues 
such support as we can, by the use of remedies that 
give local or general stimulus and tone. And to a cer- 
tain extent favor the removal of these accumulations 
by expectoration — usually by giving strength to the 
respiratory apparatus. 

The evidence of atony of the respirator}'- passages 
is found in the yielding or tremulous character of the 
sound. Whilst the evidence of contraction was found 
in the well sustained sound, this is found in the feebly 
sustained sound. The treatment is clear — to sustain 
and increase the strength of the patient, and to stimu- 
late and strengthen this enfeebled organism. In some 
cases alcoholic stimulants give prompt relief, and their 
effect is maintained by Quinine, restoratives, and food. 
The local remedy is Lobelia in stimulant doses, and we 
alwa3'8 think of this, especially in infancy and child- 
hood. 
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When cavities are formed in the lung, communicating 
with a bronchial tube, the ear detects a peculiar blow- 
ing sound, as of air blown into a bottle. This may bo 
dull and more or less gurgling, showing that the pro- 
cess of removal is not 3^et completed, and the walls of 
the cavit}^ are of the spong}', partly broken down lung. 
Or it ma}^ be clear, well sustiiined and more or less re- 
sonant, showing the removal of deposit, and cicatriza- 
tion. 

Small hloming sounds, varying in character, shrill, 
whistling, piping, irregular, tortuous, dry, moist, rat- 
tling, all combined, in varying proportions, are the best 
evidences of phthi^sis pulmonalis. If the reader will 
think for a moment of the structures involved, the 
situation of the tubereuhir deposits, how they must 
press upon the smaller bronchial tubes, changing their 
position, making them tortuous, changing their calibre, 
he will see at once that these are just such sounds as 
might be expected. 

In addition to these small, queer, blowing sounds, the 
ear detects that known as diy crackling. During a full 
inspiration three or four distinct crackling sounds are 
heard, which seem to the ear very much like the sounds 
produced by separating two surfaces attached by a glu- 
tinous fluid. And undoubtedly this is the condition, 
for if the tubercle is so deposited as by pressure against 
a bronchial tube to efface its cavity, the separation of 
the glutinous walls of mucous membrane would give 
just such sound. 

Crepitant sounds take the place of the respiratory 
murmur, and are formed in the air-cells, the intercel- 
lular passages, and the minute bronchial tubes. When, 
therefore, small crepitation is heard, we refer it at once 
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to disease^ of the parench3'nia of the hing. If we in- 
quire into the co:»ditioii of the lung — tlie changes of 
structure that will produce siicli sound — we find it in 
irritation, determination of hlood, and slight effusion 
into these minute air passages. If the effusion goes on, 
the lung is rendered impermeable to air, and the crepi- 
tant sound ceases. 

Crepitance is therefore the evidence of inflammation 
of the lung in its first stage, and is associated with re- 
sonance on percussion, fov the disease has not pro- 
gressed to hepatization. Whore effusion has taken 
place to the extent of giving dullness on percussion, 
the crepitant sounds are replaced by blowing sounds 
from the bronchial tubes, the lung being now a better 
conductor of sound. Larger cre])itance refers us to 
the minute bronchial tubes, and is the evidence of 
capillary bronchitis. The smaller crepitance is not 
only heard in the first stage of an inflammation of the 
'lungs, but returns with the absorption of the effused 
material, and resolution, and is therefore the evidence 
of the subsidence of the disease. 

As crepitance is the evidence of the active stage of 
an inflammation, in which irritation and determination 
of blood are the prominent factors, the treatment is 
plain. In so far as we can take away the irritation, 
and stop the determination of blood, our treatment 
will be rational. The frequent pulse, the high temper- 
ature, and the rapid'respiration, arc important elements 
in the furtherance of the local disease, and means 
which will rectify these wrongs, are of first importance. 
As the succeeding stage is one of local depression of 
life, no means should be employed that will depress 
either the life in general, or of the affected part. 
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A7here solidification of a lung has taken place, it 
becomes a better conductor of sound, and if now the 
ear is applied and the patient is engaged in conversa- 
tion, tho voice seems to come out through the chest. 
We do not get articulate speech, but simply the modu- 
lations of the voice. This is called bronchophony 
(speaking through the bronchial tubes), but its only 
value is to determine solidification of the lung, and per- 
cussion is the better evidence. 

If thore is fluid in the chest, and the ear is applied 
over it, the patient conversing, the voice seems to come 
out through the chest, but has a tremulous tone. This 
has been called a)gophony, and is one of the evidences 
of fluid in the pleural cavities. 

If the ear is applied over a cavity, which is free and 
communicates with a bronchial tube, and the patient is 
engaged in conversation, the articulate voice comes to 
our ear through the chest. This is called pectoriloquy, 
and is additional evidence of the formation of a cavity 
in the lungs. 

In some cases of structural disease of the pleura, the 
result of inflammation, certain friction sounds are 
heard, but they are not very common, distinct, or defi- 
nite. Once in a while they are said to assume the dis- 
tinctness of the '• creaking of new leather," but in the 
two cases I have seen, the sounds were evidently 
from wrong of the parenchyma of the lung, and not 
from the change of the pleura. 

"We employ auscultation in the examination of the 
heart with as much advantage as in diseases of the 
respiratory apparatus. As (he sounds produced by the 
heart are much louder, and more distinct or arbitrary, 
many persons will succeed better in auscultation of the 
heart, than of the lungs. 
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The normal sounds of the heart are smooth, uniform 
in tone, regular in time, and give the ear an agreeable 
sensation. Is^o doscriptiou in words would give the 
reader a sufficient knowledge of them; they must be 
heard to be thoroughly known. It is hardl}^ worth 
while to call the reader's attention again to the impor- 
tance of knowing the phenomena of life for himself, 
and especiall}" with regard to things that may so easily 
be known by the senses. 

If, in examination of the heart, we find that the 
sounds are normal, we are quite sure that there is not 
structural disease of this organ. If there are general 
symptoms of heart disease, the Avrong is functional. 
If, on the contrary, the sounds of the heart are changed, 
or replaced bj- adventitious sounds, we are just as sure 
that there is structural disease of the organ. The two 
exceptions to thi*se rules are : — 1st, in case of anaemia 
or spansemia, we hear blowing .sounds, which are re- 
ferred to the wrong of the blood, and not to the heart: 
and 2d, in fatty degoneration, no change in the sounds 
of the heart announce the structural lesion. 

The morbid sounds of the lieart may be divided into 
blowing and sawing, and the ideas convej'ed by these 
words represent exact I3' the character of the sound. 
Whilst blowing sounds may be refei'red sometimes to 
lesions of the walls of the heart, and a wrong in mus- 
cular contraction, the sawing sounds are referred to 
the openings of the heart, and to the valves, and 
usually to lesions that obstruct the free flow of blood. 

The blowing sounds have been named bellows mur- 
murs, and have ever}- range between the simple, 
smooth, blowing sound, similar to that heard from the 
bronchial tubes, to the roughened, irregular, rattling 
17 
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sound, similar to that produced by a pair of bellows in 
motion. If the sound is dependent upon poor blood, it 
may many times be lieard over the larger arteries as 
well as the heart, and in this case will call for the 
proper restoratives and food to make good blood. If 
dependent upon enfeebled nutrition, or degeneration 
of the walls of the heart, we employ means to give the 
heart rest, see that it is not subject to excitement, and 
employ means to improve nutrition. The rough, 
irregular sound that is attributed to valvular insuffi- 
ciency and regurgitation, would demand the same 
treatment. 

The saw sound has been divided into three varieties, 
the saw, rasp and file sounds, but the distinction has 
but little reference to conditions of disease, or to the 
use of remedies. Possibly the finer sounds may refer 
us to a moi-e acute condition of disease, in which plastic 
material is yet being deposited. In some cases of val- 
vular insufficiency we hear a marked saw sound, but it 
has an irregularity and dullness that we do not meet 
with in the other cases. 

The more common lesions that give rise to contrac- 
tion of the openings of the heart, and such disease of 
the valves as prevent their free movement, are inflam- 
matory, and give fibrinous exudation as the result. 
The most of these are rheumatic in character, involving 
the tendinous portions of the muscle, and the endo- 
cardium. There are rare cases in which the sounds are 
due to fibrinous vegetations from the valves, or to 
OBsific deposit in their structure. 

The treatment suggested by those sounds has refer- 
ence, first to rest, and secondly, to moans which will 
promote absorption, and gi70 us a better renewal of 
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life. Best is absolutely essential to roc 
chronic inflammation and the absorption 
ducts. We want phj^sical rest, and ment 
such relief from irritation of the cardiac no 
be obtained from the use of Cactus, Pulsati 
special sedatives. Kemoval of deposits is f 
the establishment of free secretion, and a 
is made . by means to obtain good blood 
nutrition. 

To determine pregnancy after the flfth 
ear is applied over the lower abdomen to h< 
ings of the foetal heart. If it is heard the 
clear, but if nol, we are not 3'et certain tha 
does not exist, for in many cases, from feeb 
movement oi the foetal heart, excess of li 
thick abdominal walls, or the position of 
can not be heard until late in pregnancy, 



DIAGNOSIS BY THE SENSE OF 

The sense of smell has less develop n 
majority of men than an}' otlier of the senf 
writer has rtcently remarked — " it is yet ir 
state." It may not be of much use in diagn 
the little it ma>' tell us we want to know, 
education, as do the others, and we must 1 
tinguish pleasant odors from s///j//s. and thu 
analyze stinks, and determine their influem 
human body. It is ])0ssible that some ] 
never be al)le to recognize the genus " s 
less be able to assort ihoin for our present ] 

It is Wi;ll for the ])hysician to commenc 
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his nose at liomej and to start with a realization of the 
fact that all unpleasant smells are noxious to the human 
body. It requires very little exercise of reason to 
reach this conclusion, for if the thing was not unplea- 
sant or noxious to the economy, the nose would not 
give the warning of unpleasantness. What is the evi- 
dence of disease to the person suffering? Vnpleasantness ; 
the very expression used, '* persons suffering," tells the 
story of disease. Is disease ever pleasant? No. Are 
causes of disease ever pleasant? No. Do causes of 
disease ever pleasantly impress the senses? You 
might answer yes, but I say no again. 

Commencing i\t home I put my nose inside 3^our 
office door, and — heaven preserve me — what a com- 
pound of stinks, from Asafoetida to Jalap, from Castor 
Oil to Turpentine. Lesson No. 1, true remedies have 
no bad odor, clean up your stinks and put them in the 
nearest privy-vault, and have^ a thorough disinfection 
Eeason wh}''— it will be money in your purse— people 
that pay good bills don't like stinks, as a rule. Let me 
nose your saddle-bags and pocket-case ? Faugh ! what 
a terrible sickly smell!— reminds me of the old country 
doctor, who was always announced by a mixed smell 
of Asafoetida and Jalap. It won't do in this age ; burn 
them up, and order a new stock. Now clean up your- 
self, and get your nose in good working order, that you 
may learn diagnosis with it. Do you know how to eat 
onions and go-a-sparking too ? Have the maiden taste 
them. Keverse the simile — if you carry bad smells 
about you. you will not be able to detect them in the 
sick room — and it is a most important work, believe me 

When I vi-it a sick room, my nose commences the 
inquiry, (it is a most excellent interrogation point), 
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What provisions liave 3011 made for fresh air, sunlight; 
and cleanliness? Jt saj's straightwa}'-, the air is bad, 
there must be ventihxtion, and opens a window, builds 
an open iire, and does what is necessary. It noses a 
Blink from under the bed. and suggests half cleaned 
chamber utensils, excreta, dirty clothes, dirtied floors, 
etc. It says with emphasis tliere must be a thorough 
cleaning up. The excretions muot be removed as soon 
as voided, the utensils thoroughly cleansed and disin- 
fected, every loose thing removed, the floor cleansed, 
the bed drawn from the wall, and so arranged that the 
air can pass ireely under it. It says you have been 
trying to feed this patient upon stale, badly prepared 
food, and it detects it remaining in the room hour after 
hour, poisoning the atmosphere, and taking away what 
little desire the patient may have for nourishment. It 
says, the food fur the sick must be nicely prepared, 
fresh and savory, at such times as he can best takQ it, 
and then promptly removed from sight or sense. It 
says — 3"0u are dirt^' — dirt}^ in person, dirty in clothing, 
dirty in bed. You must be thoroughly cleaned up, 
washed with soap and water, have frequent changes of 
clothing and bed linen — "cleanliness is next to godli- 
ness." 

You can't hide dirt}'- sheets from this nose, or a bed 
soiled by involuntary discharges, or a bed sore, a badly 
(li-essed wound, however j^ou may try to cover them 
up. It recognizes the row of nasty medicine bottles, 
and sa^'s, " take them out " — 3'our spoiled poultices 
and fomentations, and says, "fresh water." It tells 
you of damp walls, of lack of sunshine, of choked 
drains, of ground saturated with garbage, of foul 
closets, of cellars uncleaned, of decomposing vegetables, 
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and of the huiulred and one noxious agencies whicb 
breed disease and steal awa}" a man's life. 

But it not only tells 3'ou of dirt, and specifies clean- 
liness as the remedy, but it tells of specific agents to 
destroy causes of disease. I will warrant that 3'ou 
have alread}' associated an unpleasant odor of decay 
with lime. Lime to freshen the air of cellar, lime to 
slush a bad drain or cess-pool, lime to make way for 
sunlight, and to get rid of the dead air of a house. 
You Avill recognize a sweetish, mawkish, unpleasant 
odor, similar to that exhaled from smallpox, and it 
says Suiphm-ous Acid, as plainly as it can be expressed. 
You burn vSulphur in the room, or in the whole house, 
and you are siwprised how it changes the air, and how 
much the patient is benefited b}^ it. In other like cases 
you sprinkle the floors with Sulphurtms Acid, Avash the 
chamber utensils with it, and the dressings in surgical 
disease. It is not simply to get rid of a bad smell that 
we do this, but it is to remove a cause of disease. 

There are other cases in which a peculiar putres- 
cence reminds you that Chlorine, Carbolic Acid, or 
Iodine aitj required. You employ Labaraque's disin- 
fecting solution, or Chloride of Lime, and you see a 
decided improvement. Or you use a solution of Car- 
bolic Acid, especially as a wash to things which are 
soiled, to wash dressings, or as an application to 
wounds, and there is a change for the better. There 
is a bad odor that simulates the offensive sputa of 
chronic bronchitis, and some cases of phthisis, which 
would at once suggest Iodine, and we use it as a disin- 
fectant, a dressing, a local application, or as aninha- 
lation. So too there is an unpleasant odor, peculiar to 
phlegmonous erysipelas, that says Permanganate of 
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Potash 80 plainly that no one can mistake the remedy, 
I do not wish to place too much stress upon the evi- 
dence of this sense, for as stated in the beginning it is 
but rudtmentary, yet some things it does tell us with 
certainty. A sweetish or mawkish odor from the 
breath wants Sulphurous Acid, or Sulphite of Soda. 
An odor resembling an offensive lochial discharge, is 
the best evidence of the want of Chlorate of Potash. 
The hot breath, with unpleasant pungence, as of Am- 
monia, calls for Muriatic Acid. The fetor resembling 
that from cynanche maligna, calls for Baptisia. 

But whether we can distinguish one bad smell from 
another or not, we know one thing, that they demand 
cleanliness, good ventilation, and a restorative treat- 
ment. Going one step further, they evidence the con- 
dition of sepsis or zymosis, and demand that we select 
the proper antiseptic. If we can select it from the 
odor, good ; if not, and in an}^ case, we have other ex- 
pressions of disease that will point out the particular 
remedy required. 

If we appl}" the sense of smell to the excreta we find 
it of some value, though possibly not of very much. 
The cutaneous excretion gives a distinctive odor, and 
in disease we sometimes find marked changes in this. 
It is not difficult to recognize the pleasant odor from 
the healthy skin, kept clejin, as it is not to recognize 
the odor of the person kept dirty In treating children 
the evidence of our nose is frequently opposed to the 
evidence of our eyes. The child seems clean, but the 
unpleasant odors tell you to look beneath the surface, 
and it is dirty. We find alt manner of odors from the 
person, running the range of " from grave to gay," and 
they tell the ytory of disease and vitiated secretion. 
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Some of these are so characteristic that they can not 
be mistaken, as for instance, the pociiliar urinous smell 
in tinea capitis. 

The urine has a distinctive odor, that may 1^ called 
healthy. It maj^ lose odor, or it may have a wide range 
of morbid smells, each of which should have a distinct 
meaning in the diagnosis of disease. If a Septimius 
Pease were to stud}^ uriscopy, he would probably trust 
his nose in preference to his eyes. 

The seminal odor is so distinctive that it can hardly 
bo mistaken, and as it is very persistent, and may per- 
vade the entire person, it will sometimes give impor- 
tant information. So too is the odor from the sexual 
organs of both male and female, in certain cases of 
disease. 

The fetor of the faeces is peculiarly unpleasant, yet 
the odors are distinctive, and would suggest health in 
one case, and disease in another. I have no penchant 
for the olden -time examination of ffeces, yet even here 
I would about as soon trust my nose as my eyes. Pos- 
sibl}^ the characteristic stinks, already named, will be 
found here, and the same class of remedies indicated. 



INFOKMATIOlSr FROM PATIENT AND NURSE. 

We neglect no source of information with reference 
to the origin, condition, or progress of disease, and 
whilst careful not to be guided by in.fbrmation from 
nurse, friends and patient, we wish to give it its true 
value. Attention has already been called to the many 
sources of error. To a want of knowledge and care 
in observation on the part of nurse and friends, as well 
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as their prejudices and tendency to distortion. To the 
want of knowledge ui^on the part of the patient, want 
of language for description, and the impairment of his 
powers of sensation and reason fj-om disease. 

The elements of uncertainty are thus very great, and 
we have to pursue our inquiries with much care. 
Questions should never be suggestive, but should be so 
put as to let nurse or patient tell what they know, or 
to require but the simple and direct answer, yes or no. 
Careful attention to these points, and a continued guard 
upon the tongue, will soon form a habit of examination, 
that will lessen the danger of erroneous information. 

We prefer to get information from attendants with 
regard to the general condition of the sick, and the 
performance of the essential functions of life. From 
the patient we desire to know his sensations, as these 
are changed by disease. 

A first examination may take the following course : 
How long sick ? What are the seeming causes of the 
sickness? How did it commence? What has been 
noticed with reference to the progress of disease up to 
the present time? How does the patient rest in the 
daytime ? at night? What food and drink does he take ? 
How often does he have a motion of the bowels? How 
does he pass urine? These questions may seem sug- 
gestive, and once in a while they may take a simpler 
form as — does he sleep? does he eat? does he drink? 

It is most absurd for the attendant to attempt a de- 
scription of the sensations of the sick, and yet they 
almost alwa^'s volunteer to do it. Many times they 
will be continuously making suggestions to the patient, 
and lead him into erroneous statements. They will 
probably have formed some theory of the disease, and 
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will bend eve ly thing to the support of their theory. 
Phj'sicians are very frequently guilty of this, and 
should try to get rid of the bad habit which they con- 
demn in nurses. 

The question — how do you feel ? elicits a loose, wan- 
dering description of the patient's sensations, and is 
only important, in that it suggests special questions and 
examinations. The question — where do you feel bad? 
is pertinent, and will elicit valuable information of 
local disease. It does not do to take it for granted 
that the patient's anatomical or phj^siological knowl- 
edge "is perfect, and that his reference to heart, lungs, 
stomach, liver, etc., means heart, lungs, stomach, liver. 
The direction at once follows — put your hand on the 
place. It is a little singular to find after a patient has 
located a disense in his own mind, the hand meanders 
about with uncertainty, trj'ing to find its location. If 
the unpleasantness is marked, and means local disease, 
the patii'nt has no difficulty in placing his hand upon 
the exact spot. 

If there is anything uncertain in the patient's man- 
ner or method, and especial I3' If uneducated, we wish 
him to describe his sensations, with the hand upon the 
affected pui-t In man}'- cases we will find that the de- 
scription commences to wander as soon as the hand is 
removed. There is a reason for this; with the hand 
upon the part, the mind is directed to it and concen- 
trated, extraneous ideas are rejc^cted, and the descrip- 
tion is of actual sensations. 

AVe want to know the character of the pain, its dura- 
tion, exacerbations and remissions, p<'riods of recur- 
rence, and its influence on function. In this examina- 
tion the physician should show by his questions and 
manner that he wants concise and specific answers. 
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The subject of pain i^s a studj'- of itself, and much 
less is known cff it than we would wish. In some 
cases it indicates tlie special remedy whicb will cure, 
in others it simply points to "a pathological condition, 
and remedies must be selected by other symptoms. 

Thus if we have a pain in the head, heavj'-, tense, 
and sleepy" we give Belladonna; if it is sharp and 
restless, Gelsemiinim ; if sharp, limited in location, de- 
spondent, Pulsatilla. If of the frontal region and 
orbits, with burning, Ehus; if ol the right side passing 
from before backwards, Biyonia ; if of the back of the 
head, dull and heavy, Iron. 

The pain in right h^pochondrium, pointing to the 
umbilicus, indeed, all pains pointing at the umbilicus, 
Nux Yomiea. Pains deep in the ischiatic notches, 
Podophyllin. Pains that are tensive and paroxysmal, 
Macrotys. 

The pain of Macrotys is a singular one. It feels as 
if dependent upon tension, and is decidedlj^ remittent — 
a continued succession of tensive pains. We usually 
prescribe Macrotys for muscular pain, no matter what 
its character, and hit it in a large majority of cases. 
For ihis remittent tensive pain — waves of pain — no 
matter where it is, we may prescribe the Macrotys with 
certainty, (the pain is not throbbing.) A recent case 
of facial neuralgia was very striking. The gentleman 
had suffered for some weeks, and had taken various 
remedies without i-elirf ; and I had made three failures 
m3'self. Clor^e questioning brought out the character 
of the pain, and Maci-otys gave prompt relief 

I admit tliat it is viiy much easier to prescribe fi'om 
the location of the ])ain, than fVom its character, for 
whilst a patient may be al)le to locate it correctly, it is 
not possible for him to describe its character. 
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If we take tlio pain of Lobelia, we will find its prin- 
cipal characteristic tmguish, of which angina pectoris 
and neuralgia of the heart offer the most 6omraon ex- 
amples. It is that indescribable sensation as if the life 
was being forcibl}* riven from the, part — anguish ex- 
presses it. Ijobelia is specific to it. Give twenty to 
forty drops of a good tincture of the seed to a person 
suffering from angina, and there is instant relief, which 
becomes complete in a short time. I have seen one 
case of uterine neuralgia presenting this character, and 
from which the patient had suffered beyond conception 
— a single dose arrested the paroxysm ; and its repeti- 
tion when the sjmptoms were felt, gave a radical cure. 
I have seen two cases of abdominal pain presenting this 
character to some extent, and both were relieved by 
Lobelia. A singular case of hypochondria, in which 
the feeling as if a movement of the body would endan 
ger life, but without pain, was cured with Lobelia. 

The peculiarity of this pain or sensation is so dis- 
tinct, that patients may describe it. For manj^ years 
(indeed it was one of the first things I learned in prac- 
tice) I have i^ven Lobelia in certain cases of labor 
where the pains assumed this character. Every one 
will have recognized the tAvo classes of pain, one of 
which is well borne, which is really relieved by the 
action of the will, and the other 'which finds no such 
antagonism. In the hitter class I find the indication 
for Lobelia, and it has proven one of the most efficient 
agents I have ever used in obstetric practice. Of the 
two agents Ergot and Lobelia, I would take the last a 
hundred to one. 

Let me briefly call attention to the abdominal pain 
of Nux Vomica. 
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I siiy it ih an}" pain having a tendency to point at the 
iinibilieiis; it is pretty accurately located. It may be a 
simple colic, a bilious colic, a derangement of the func- 
tion of the liver, a wrong of the ypleen, a dysmenor- 
rhoea, a disease of the colon, irritation of the bladder — 
if the pain shows the constant tend, ncy to the umbili- 
cus — I should give Kux. I should l.iil sometimes, but 
the failures would be small in proportion to the suc- 
cesses. The definiteness of the symptom, and its easy 
recognition, are what j)lease me. 

The pain indicating Khus Toxicodendron is very dis- 
tinctive. Frontal pain, especially involving the orbits, 
and inclined to be more severe on the left side. Such 
pain w^ould lead me to prescribe Rhus, if there were no 
othe* indications. Add the peculiar a[)pearance of the 
papill£e at the end of the tongue, and I would have a 
positive assurance of success. To any pain add burning 
and we would tliink of Rhus as a possible remedy. 
Given, the pains of rheumatism with burning, and Rhus 
is the anti-rheumatic, or is alternated with Macrotys. 
A case of puerperal fever this Summer in which burning 
sensations and pains were pronounced, was cured with 
Aconite and Rhus; and arrested so promptly that there 
could be no mistake in the action of the remedy. 

The pain calling forBrj'onia, whilst it may be sharp 
or dull, always has Avith it a sense of oppression, as if 
the part were enfeebled, and could not perform its 
function. Homoeopaths speak of burning as character- 
istic of this pain, but I have not been able to see it. 
Take a case of pleurisy, or i)leuro-pneumonia, or pneu- 
monia, with this sense of oppression and feebleness, as 
if the part could not and should not do its work, and 
Bryonia, with the proper sedatives, will prove curative. 
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In the same way a rheumatism giving the same symp- 
toms of inability, with increased pain following the 
u^e, will be cured Avith Brj'onia. 

The pain calling for Belladonna i^ dull, heavy, full, 
with a sense of functional impairment. It makes but 
little difference where 3'ou find it, or in what disease ; 
whether a simple headache, an ague, "bilious fever/' 
or inflammation of the lungs. Belladonna will prove 
curative. 

The pain calling for Stramonium is constrictive, and 
when involving muscular structures, is attended with 
persistent contraction, and of the outlets of the body 
is expulsive. A case of dysentery, with most violent 
expulsive movement of the pelvic muscles, was speedily 
relieved with Stramonium; as was a case of broncho- 
pneumonia, showing as a symptom a most marked and 
unnatural constriction of the chest. 

The pain calling for Gelseminum has as a marked 
feature exalted sensibility and arterial throbbing. In 
some, cases, especiall}" in the head, the patient dreads 
movement, and the pupation of the arteries is distinct 
and painful. With such pain in nny part of the body, 
we would prescribe Gelseminum with every assurance 
of success. 

The pain calling for Clielidonium is dull, heavy, ten- 
sive, with occasional twinges, as if the part was being 
torn. Situated in the hypochondria or epigastrium, 
Chelidonium h tJu^ "liver" medicine. 

The pain calling for Iodide of Ammonium seems to 
involve a definite amount of tissue, as in inflammation, 
and yet ])oint8 at some particular place which might 
be covered Avith the tip of the finger. 

In thus calling attention to the symptomatology of 
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pain in tlierupeuties, I do not wish to be understood as 
claiming that it is infallible. Our own senses are suf- 
ficiently imperfect, even when trained by long obser- 
vation. The senses of the patient are untrained and 
impaired by disease, and his descriptive powers may 
be very feeble. 



NOSOLOGY. 

A distinct department which has /or its object the 
classification of diseases, is named nosologj^, and though 
we do not. propose to make such classification, the sub- 
ject demands a brief study. Jn so far as the ordinary 
classification facilitates stud}', and the knowledge of 
disease, it Avill prove beneficial, but whenever it is 
made the basis of therapeutics, it must work an injur3\ 

Nosology is said to have three ol)jects of considera- 
tion : 1st. The distinction and definition of particular 
diseases. 2d. The nomenclature of the diseases, or the 
assignment of the names by which they are to be des- 
ignated, so that each disease may be distinguished and 
known by an appropriate name. 3d. The arrangement 
or classification of diseases in some methodical and con- 
venient order by which they may be distributed into 
classes, orders, genera, or species." 

We employ this method in natural history, and 
divide animals and vegetables into '' classes, orders, 
genera, or species;" why shouhl we not em pi 03' it ir. 
the study of disease? If one will think for a moment 
the reason will be obvious. The individual, animal, or 
v^egetable, is a distinct, tangible entity; disease is a 
method of life. When we u.se this classification, we 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



208 STUDY OP DIAGNOSIS. * 

think of the object as things, not conditions or states. 
Thus this method of chussifying disease carries to the 
mind the idea of disease as an entity, a thing that has 
l>recise form and condition. This idea has been the 
foundation of an erroneous practice, and the obstacle 
to a successful stud}' of medicine. 

The reader will nndei-stand mo to say that so far as 
therapeutics, or the giving of remedies for disease is 
concerned, the common nosology is a continued source 
of error, though in so far us it ma}' facilitate the study 
of pathology it ma}' answer a good purpose. Used to 
direct the means of cure, it is wholly insufficient, and 
many times erroneous. Under single names are 
grouped the most diverse characters of disease, var^'ing 
in different persons and at different times. 

If disease is an entity, the doctor thinks of his medi- 
cine as a policeman who takes that entity b}" the 
collar and walks it out of the body. Why not? 
*' Worms" is a disease, then ascaris lumbricoides, a 
variety of this disease — send in Mucuna Pruriens to 
tickle the disease to death and make it '• vamose the 
ranche." Or, we might arrange it as follows: Class — 
eccritica ; genus — mails] species — pedlcnUs capitis ; treat- 
ment — crack them. 

It does look a little funny when avc take this view of 
it, and yet you may sa}- that this is an exceptional 
case ; let us see. Disease erysipelas^ grows by continuity 
of ii;tructure ; treatment — fence it 'n and keep it from 
spreading And so the doctor takos Nitrate of Silver, 
Tincture of Iodine, or Tincture of Muriate of Iron, 
and makes his dark line on the outside of the disease, 
saying, here is an obstruction, I want j'ou to stay on 
your own side. If the erysipelas ha(i been a v'cious 
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animal, he could not have built his fence with a more 
determined purpose. 

If the reader will think for a moment, he will be 
surprised how strong a hold this idea of disease as an 
entity has upon the profession, and how it is made to 
serve as a basis for the most unpleasant medication. 
The physician forgets the life of the patient in his effort 
to rid him of his disease — a disease that he has caught, 
or one that has caught him. He forgets the impair- 
ment of life, the functional wrongs; that disease is a 
condition of life — is life, and that it can not be vomited 
through the mouth, purged from the bowels, sweated 
from the skin, passed with the urine, drawn by a lancet 
from the bloodvessels, killed with mercury or tartar 
emetic, or so afflicted by the class antiphlogistic that in 
sheer desperation, it will take itself out of the body. 

Distinction and Definition. — Our authority says 
that the first object of nosology is "the distinction and 
definition of particular diseases, or of their genera and 
species." Here is the common error, of disease as an 
entity, for which he wishes a distinction and definition. 
He does not desire a definition of pathological life or 
grouj)s of unvarying pathological wrongs, but such dis- 
tinction as will enable him to affix a name. 

Neither are we to understand that this " distinction 
and definition " is to have reference to means of cure, 
or indeed that they will serve as any guide to reme- 
dies. Aitken remarks : " In modern times the great 
advantages that have arisen from establishing defini- 
tions in natural history upon fixed and determinate 
principle, not only of its various objects individually, 
but also of the groups under which it was found pos* 
18 
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sible to arrange th^ni, suggested to medical men tbo 
idea that much advantage might also result to tho 
science of medicine from defining diseases, and such 
groups of diseases as migiit be found expedient to re- 
cognize, under general terms or common names, based 
upon some fixed and determinate principles." The 
reader will notice in this quotation the tendency to tho 
error named, and the student finds it impossible to 
read medicine without getting the idea, that diseases 
thus classified must be something definite, like the 
animals and vegetables whose classification is appro- 
priated. 

Nomenclature. — The second object of nosology is 
to name the diseases thus defined, and the medical 
world has travailed in labor with names, for many 
years. It is very much as recorded in Genesis : "And 
out of the ground the Lord God formed eveiy beast of 
the field, and every fowl of the air, and brought them 
unto Adam, to see what he would call them ; and what- 
soever Adam called ever}- living creature, that was the 
name thereof." 

A name should carry to the hearer an accurate idea 
of the person or thing in its various attributes, and if 
names of diseases did this we could not object. In so 
far as names do indicate the wrong of life, names aro 
useful as guides to correct practice. In so far as 
names direct the mind in pathological inquiry, they 
will i^rove of advantage in medical study. But when- 
ever they are recognized as entities, at which remedies 
are to be hurled, and which must be forced out of the 
human body, then they will prove a source of error. 

Plancquet claimed that " the name of each disease 
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or species should be so significant that a person slightly 
acquainted with the hmgnage and the subject, should, 
on hearing it, immediately understand what is the 
nature of the disease it designates." To such a nomen- 
clature we should not object, and if it should go one 
stop further, that on hearing it we should immediately 
understand what remed}^ would rectifj' the wrong, or 
cure it, then it would be perfect. 

If we take the nomenclature of the Royal College 
of Phj'sicians, of London, we find 1,146 distinct dis- 
eases, and if we would add the named sub-classes or 
varieties it would bring the number up to near 2,000. 
A man has one right life, and his varied physiological 
processes can be studied under one or two score heads, 
but his wrong life requires a classification under 1,146 
heads, or distinct varieties. 

If we examine the therapeutics which go with this 
classification, we find that it numbers but about one 
hundred remedies in use, and but about twenty in gen- 
eral use, and of these five to ten are in common use for 
everything. This shows a wonderful discrepancy 
between the nosology of disease and its therapeutics. 

Classification of Diseases. — Probably more is 
gained in the classification of disease than in its nomen- 
clature. The object of classification is to notice the 
resemblances rather than the difl^eronces, to determine 
the pathological wrongs common to a series of diseases, 
rather than to determine the special symptomatic dif-* 
ferences With regard to classification. Dr. Aitken 
remarks : 

" It is obvious that any single character, or combina- 
tion of characters, in respect of which diseases agree 
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with or diifer from each other, may be made the basia 
of methodical arrangement, under a larger or smaller 
number of divisions, or of higher or lower genera 
(language of logicians), or of classes, ordei*s, and genera 
(language of natural i:>t8). By ingenious devices of the 
mind the ph3'sician or the statist may classify and 
arrange his knowledge so as to bring it all more readily 
within his reach for an}'^ special purpose — so as to make 
it, in fact, more at his disposal — to facilitate and p .ve 
the way for further investigation. Such are the legiti- 
mate objects and the results of all methodical arrange- 
ments. Classification, therefore, being only a method 
of generalization, there are, of course, several classifi- 
cations of disease which ma}' be used with advantage 
for special purposes. The pLj-sician, the pathologist, 
the jurist, the hospital statist, the army or navy medi- 
cal oflScer, may each legitimatelj' classif}'^ diseases from 
his own point of view, and for his own purposes, in the 
way that he thinks the best adapted to facilitate his 
inquiries, and to yield l.im general results. The 
medical practitioner ma}' found his main divisions of 
diseases on their treatment, as medical or surgical; the 
pathologist, on the nature of the morbid action or pro- 
duct; the anatomist or the physiologist, on the tissues 
and organs involved ; the medical jurist on the sud- 
denness, slowness, violent or unnatural mode of the 
death ; the hospital statist, on the kind of diseases 
which are treated in its wards; and all of these points 
*of view may give useful and interesting results, (Farr). 
" There is thus no question on which more diversi- 
fied opinions are legitimately entertained than on that 
of classification. Although it is the aim of all syste- 
matic writers and observers to arrange the objects of 
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study in the luost natural order possible, and although 
diseases are named as if they were individual entities, 
yet they present so great varieties that they will not 
admit of that definite and, in many respects, natural 
species of classification which can be made with objects 
of natural histor3\ Manifest reasons of convenience 
and facility for work can therefore be assigned as the 
great incentive to classification; and numerous reasons 
exist for classifying diseases in various ways: (1.) Men 
differ in their estimation of the characters on which 
different arrangements may be founded. (2.) The 
facts and j)henomona of diseases on which classifica- 
tions may be made are not all regarded from the same 
point of view. Most systems are avowedly artificial^ 
being arranged with the view to elucidate or support 
a theory, or otherwise to effect a definite end. For ex- 
ample, by classifj'ing diseases and recording the causes 
of death, the most valuable information is obtained 
relative to the health of the people, or of the unwhole- 
someness and pestilential agencies which surround 
them. ' We can take this or that disease,' says Dr. 
Farr, * and measure not onlj^ its destructiveness, but 
its favorite times of visitation ; we can identify its 
haunts and classif}^ its victims.' We are able to trace 
diseases also as they perceptibly get weaker and weaker, 
or otherwise change their type, as some have done from 
time to time. We know from the valuable returns of 
the Eegistrar-General, prepared periodically by Dr. 
Farr, that certain diseases are decreasing, or growing 
less and less destructive ; that certain other diseases 
have ceased in some measure ; while other severe dis- 
eases have exhibited a tendency to increase. The ad- 
vantages, therefore, of adopting some system of classi- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



214 STUbY OF DIAGNOSIS. 

fying diseases, which can be put to such useful prac- 
tical purposes, must be obvious to every one." 

If one carx free the mind from the idea that nosology 
has a direct relation to therapeutics, these subjects may 
be studied to'advantage. We want to learn the natural 
histor}^ of diseased life as we have learned the natural 
history of healthy life. If a classification and nomen- 
clature will aid in this, even if on 1}^ as guide boards 
and mile posts, we may employ them. 

To a certain extent, the common nomenclature of 
disease is a necessity. It is quite as necessarj^ to be 
able to naroo a disease for the satisfaction of friends, 
as it is to give succesnful treatment The name may 
not probably have anything to do with the manage- 
ment of the case, or the sekction of remedies, indeed 
should have nothing to do with it, j^et we are forced to 
give a name. The first question asked of the physician 
in the sick room is, " Whnt do yon call it ? " and we 
must be able to *' call it " correctly according to the 
commonly received nosology. 

If we can simplifj' our classification, so as to make it 
a good guide for study, we will do well ; if we can 
make it suggestive of causes of divsease which may be 
avoided, of right attention to hygiene, and an outline 
of treatment, we will have accomplished all that can 
be reasonably anticipated. Let us see how far wo can 
make such classification. 

The first division Avill have reference to causes of dis- 
ease, as well as to patliological conditions. It will be 
into epidemic^ contagious^ endemic and sporadic diseases. 
The reader will notice that this is a natural classifica- 
tion, referring to causes of disease and their avoidance, 
and to a less extent to the conditions of disease and 
means of cure. 
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The second division will have reference to the general 
or local nature of the morbid states, and as will be 
noticed occupies the same ground as the preceding, 
this having reference to the conditions of disease and 
not CO its cause. All disease ma}' be classified under 
these two heads, though many times it will only have 
reference to the primary lesion, for as the wrong goes 
on, a disease which was j)rimarily general becomes 
localized, and one which was i^rimarily local will cause 
general disease. 

* A third division has reference to the structure of 
parts or to their functional expression, and diseases are 
divided into structural and functionaf. Again, it will be 
seen that this classification of disease occupies the 
ground of both the first and second, for all disease 
must be structural or functional. Here, as before, we 
find it especially applicable to the i^rimary disease, for 
one may have commenced as a functional wrong, and 
grown into a structural disease, as a structural disease 
may have first existed, but this being cured, other func- 
tional lesions persist. 

A fourth division might be called physiological, and 
would have reference to the functions of the body. 
If, for instance, 'we make the usual classification in 
teaching the principles of toedicine : 

{Formative, 
Heat, 
Electricity. 

{ Formative, tissue making. 

Cells.-! Secreting, does the work of secretion. 

(. Necrological, pus cells. 



' Digestion, 
Nutrition. 4 Blood making, 
\ Tissue making. 



..{! 
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o„„,»*:«., / Recremantitioug, 
S««~"<"*iExorementitious. 

{Arterial, 
Venous, 
Capillary. 

f Brain, 
Innervation.x Spinal cord, 
(, Sympathetic. 

Taking this classification, and assuming that there is 
a normal standard of health which may be known, and 
that disease is a departure from this standard, all 
lesions may be classified as being in excess, defect^ or 
perversion. This classification is used b}^ Dr. C. J. B. 
Williams in his Principles of Medicine, as in the follow- 
ing tables: 

PRIMARY ELEMENTS OF DISEASE. 



BTBUOTUBAL OOSBTITUBST. ITS FUNCTION. 



STRUCT Va A L DI8KA8I 



Contractile fiber. 



( Irritability. 
\ Tonicity. 



(Tabular (the coh- 
<iiU!tor of nerve 
force.) 
Vesicular (the 
generator and 
combiner of nerve 
i^ force.) 



Sensation. 
Voluntary motion. 
Involnntary moticn, 
(excited motor ac- 
tion ) 
^Sympathetic action. 

Secreting structure. Secretion. 

Red corpuscles. 

White corpuscles. 

Fi»»rin. 
Element- I Albumen, 
ary com- •< Oil. and combus- 
ponents tive matters. 

of blood. Inorganic ingredients, 
(saline and mineral ) 

Water. 



Elementary 
changes in 
the blood. 



f Excessive— Hyper- 
trophj. 



Deficient— Atro 
phy. 



I Perverted— Degea« 
eration. 



matter. 
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I 



PROXIMATE ELEMENTS OF DISEASE. 



'Deficient in quan- 
tity— Ansemia. 



Expe><Hive in 

quantity — Hyper- 

8Bmia. 



f General, 
t Partial. 



General— Plethora. 



Partial — Local hy- 
persemia. 



'6 



Inoroased— Slhenio. 
Di rn in*d— Asthenic. 



• [Perv'ted in qnal- ^ ^ ^ _ 

H ity — CflchsBTnia. t 2 

! Deficient — Atrophy. O 

Excessive — Hypertrophy, 
rbegenenitions of tissuAa. 
Perverted. < Morhid deposits. 
(_ Morbid growths. 



Increased — Determi- 
nation of blood. 
Dimin'ed •— Congest*n. 
Partly inc. ) In flam - 
Partly dim. imation. 



If now we add to this the ordiiuiry nomenclature, of 
disease, employed in this country, the reader will have 
before him a bric'f resume of nosoh)gy. It will be seen 
that these various classitications poiiit^the Avay to certain 
necessary studies, having reference to causes of disease, 
their general expression, their influence on the func- 
tions of life, and lastly tiie technical language by which 
they are designated and known. 

It will be recollected that diseases are first divisible 
into general and locals and the first may be arranged 
according to the classification of Wunderlich as follows: 



General Disease — Dyscrusia.- 



r Tabes. 
Chlorosis. 
Scorbutis. 
Dropsy. 
Diabetes. 
Kheumatism. 
Pyaemia. 
Tuberculosis. 
Carcinoma. 



Lesions 



induced by l^^r^^^^if^TJ'* 
•^ t Vegetable Subs 



Substances. 



19 
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Intermittent. 

Rpmittent. 

Yellow. 

Pebricula. 

Synocha. 

Synochus. 

Typhoid. 

Typhus. 

Eruptive, f^f.^ta. 
Contagious. 1g^^^,^_ 



Periodic. 



Fevers. Continued. 



Zymotic. 



Spotted. 
Cerebro-Spinal 
Diphtheria. 
Erysipelas. 



Meningitis. 



Local diseases are usually arranged in groups accord- 
ing to the function of parts. This seems to be the 
most natural arrangement, as the expression of disease 
is frequently a wrong of function. 



Of the Nervous System 



■f 



Structural. 



Of the Brain. ) 

Spinal Cord. I p J J 
Sympathetic.) 



f Eye— sight 

IEar — hearing. 
Nose— smelling. 
Mouth — taste. 
Skin — touch. 



§3 

o o 

e-t- e-t- 



Of the Respiratory Apparatus. 



Of the Circulatory Apparatus. • 



' Nose. 
Pharynx. 
Larynx. 
Trachea. 
Bronchia. 
Lungs. 
Pleura. 

' Heart. 
Periciirdium. 
Arteries. 
Capillaries. 
Veins. 
Lymphatic Vessels. 
Lymphatic Giands. 



hcJOJ 



hriOQ 
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Of the Digestive Apparatus. 



Of the Urinary Apparatus. 



!' Mouth. 

Salivary Glands. 

Tonsils. 

Pharynx. 

(Esophagus. 

Stomach. 

Small Intestine. 

Large Intestine. 

Liver. 

Spleen. 

Pancreas. 

Peritoneum, 
f Supra-renal Capsules, 

Kidneys. 

Ureters. 

Bladder. 
• Urethra. 



S ^ 

O C 



f:riGQ 



Of the Reproductive Organs. - 



Of the Skin.-j 



'Scrotum. 

Testes. 

Vesiculaa Seminales. 

Prostate. 

Penis. 

Ovaries. 

Uterus. 

Vagina. 

Vulva. 
[Urethra. 
' Cutis Vera. 
Rete Mucosum. 
Epidermis. 
Sudoriferous Glands. 
Sebaceous Follicles. 
Hair. 
Nails. 



Of tlie Organs of Locomotion. - 



Bones. 

Articulations. 
Cartilages. 
Muscular Tissue. 
Fibrous Tissue. 
Connective Tissue. 



»TJCQ 

§3 



hcJCQ 

s ^ 



The reader will notice Unit whilst this classification 
!8 exceed ini^ly simple, it directs attention to the part 
diseased, the function impaired, anil in so far as reme» 
dies act on particular parts, it suggests appropriate 
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remedies. In ordinniy professional consultation it 
proves sufficient, as it does in writing, and it is quite 
sufficient to satisfy the popular demand for names. 



GENEEAL CLASSIFICATION 

We will make a study of disease according to the 
tour general divisions heretofore named. Ist, with ref- 
erence to the cause — epidemic^ contagious^ endemic^ spo- 
radic; 2d, as it is general or local ; 3d, as it is structural 
or functional ; and 4th, as it shows a departure from 
the -phijslolngiail standard. In doing this the special 
features will be so ])()inte(l out, that the reader will be 
enabled to recognize the divisions, and classify his 
cases according to them. 

It is possible that the description will be at times 
longer than is really necessar}'^ for the purposes of 
diagnosis, as we wish as far as possible to study the 
natural history of disease, but it will be made as con- 
cise as posfcible. 

EPIDEMICS. 

A thorough study of epidemic influences has not yet 
been madej and we know much less of the subject than 
we should, yet what we do know has an important 
bearing upon practical medicine. 

Many physicians have recognized the fact, that the 
conditions of life do change from time to time, and that 
as the result of this there are variations in the wrongs 
of life — diseases — and in their expression. THlit in 
some 3'ears and seasons, these changes w(?i*e so great as 
to give that character to disease which is usually known 
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as epidemic. The fact lias boon recognized, that this 
epidemic condition might influence but one disease, or 
a class of diseases, as those called contagious, those 
called zymotic, or it might influence all diseases or 
pathological states 

The general epidemic influence is known b}^ some 
special character of disease, which is wide-spread, and 
is noticed in many localities. In some cases it will be 
seen as a condition of asthenia, in others of undue ex- 
citation. In some it partakes of the zymotic character, 
and this influence upon the blood is noticed in a 
majority of cases of* acute disease. Phj^sicians will re- 
collect it under the name of typh&id, giving a peculiar 
character to fevers and inflammations, and even 
noticed in minor aflections. 

This ei)idemic influence is frequently marked by 
special sym[)toms calling for special remedies. Thus 
the diseases of the Winter of '72-73 were characterized 
b}' a peculiar frontal pain, frequently' localizing itself 
in the left orbit; a piculiar appearance of tongue, with 
l)rominvnce and rodiiess of the papillae of the tip; the 
tendency to erythematous redness and inflammation of 
skin and mucous me^nbranes. Epidemic remedy—- 
Khus Toxicodendron. The present year, 1873-74, we 
notice the common basilar pain, and the imi^airment 
of the venous circulation — fullness of veins, a pecu- 
liarity of pain, especially of right side, and affection of 
si'i'ous membranes. Epidemic remedies — Podopbyllin, 
Brjonia. In 1870-71, we noticed especially the deep 
coloi'ation of mucous membranes, the tendency in 
severe disease to brown tongue and sordes. Epidemic 
remedy — Muriatic Acid. 

To diagnose this epidemic influence, one raust.be a 
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reader of llie periodical literature of the day, so as to 
see the expressions of disease in different localities. 
It is true that observations are made without reference 
to this, and the reporters do not believe in it, but the 
evidence is all the more valuable. No one can take a 
half dozen of our medical periodicals, and compare 
them for a series of 3'ears, without being struck with a 
certain similarity in the diseases of a year, or a series 
of years, which can be accounted for in no other way. 
It would be possible from our periodical literature to 
tabulate the character of these epidemic influences for 
a considerable period of time, and this no doubt will 
be done in the future^. 

The reader will have no doubt observed, that the dis- 
eases of some seasons, no matter how diverse in si^ecial 
characteristics, would have something in common, 
which something would be especially manifest in the 
treatment. That in some seasons Quinine would euro 
everj^thing, in others the sedatives would cure every- 
thing, in others a remarkable benefit from Podophyllin, 
so that when you had once determined a good treat- 
ment, you would persist in it for all affections, with 
very little modification. 

And this brings prominently before us the fact, for 
fact it is, that there is an endemic or epidemic consti- 
tution of disease, that should be well studied, and 
always regarded in treatment. Success or failure will 
very frequently depend upon this knowledge, and it is 
something that must be relearned ever^^ 3'ear. 

It was a prominent doctrine of Eademacher and his 
followers, and he had remedies for. three such constitu- 
tions. These were Iron, Cupper, and the Nitrate of 
^da. There was some truth in this, how much I dow't 
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know, for I have not had the opportunity to experi- 
ment, and, indeed, have not had time to give his works 
the examination they should have, as I reiwi German 
slowly, and they have never been translated. 

I believe, however, I have passed through one 3^ear, 
in which Iron was the remedy for almost everything, 
and I think probably some of our old practitioners 
may recollect it, if they by chance bad used Iron. 
The season commenced in Deaemberwith a large num- 
ber of cases of eiysipelas, for which Iron was a specific, 
and for some fourteen months I prescribed Iron daily 
for almost everj^thing, with the most flattering results. 
I have experimented with Copper and Nitrate of So.da 
to but a limited extent, 

Eademacher applied the principle to chronic disease. 
Grauvogl saj'S: 

" One experience gained by this school is worthy of 
special consideration — ' that, in old chronic diseases, the 
previous epidemic constitution always decides, first of 
all, upon the present indication of a remedy, hence, in 
every case which comes up for treatment, the time of 
its first appearance should be learned, as far as possible, 
for, hj this, frequently, if the then epidemic curative 
remedy is known, the primary seat and the primary 
kind of the diseased process are known also, and this 
very remedy will still effect a cure, if a cure is yet 
possible, or, if the disease is not already succeeded by 
another disease of the first affected organ or blood, or 
if disease of another organ has not ensued. But, even 
in this latter ease, that knowledjre gives the point of 
departure for the whole chronic affection.' 

" That is in gross, what we see happen on a smaller 
«cale, after strong or oft-repeated doses of long-acting 
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remedies. First appear sjniiptoms at the point of 
application, then of its reception in the blood, finally, 
the affections of the specifically affected organs and 
B^'stenis in succession, and often, at great intervals, as 
"We have observed very distinct!}' with quicksilver, for 
instance. The only difference consists in this, that 
epidemic injurious influences, often after very many 
years, to the surprise of man}'-, bring to view their con- 
tinued operation as a token of the presence of their re- 
sults under various forms of disease, while the continued 
operation of drugs is of proportionally shorter dura- 
tion." 

If this theory of epidemics is borne out by future 
observation, it must have an important bearing upon 
therapeutics. If we determine a common element in 
the diseases of a season, we will have something common 
in the remedies. If we have an underlying influence 
of this kind, giving character to disease throughout a 
considerable extent of countiy, it is an influence that 
should be known, and have due weight in our estimate 
of pathological processes. If we can go still further, 
and find certain epidemic remedies opposed to this in- 
fluence, whatever it may be, it will greatly aid our 
treatment. 

I am not only satisfied that we have these epidemic 
constitutions of disease, but that we have epidemic 
remedies as well. And going further than this, I 
believe with Rademacher, that this epidemic influence 
persists in chronic disease, and that the knowledge of 
the epidemic influence at the time the disease com- 
menced, ma}^ give us in the opidemic remedy of that 
3'ear, the means of cure. 

We need not re-discuss the change of typo theory, 
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and yet I have no doubt but that disease does change 
its type; that for a number of years it has the char- 
acter of asthenia, and for another period it will bo 
sthenic. The knowledge of this will be available in 
the selection of remedies. 

Again we fi.id years in which the peculiar wrongs 
known as t3'pht>id are prominent. All acute diseases 
seem to partake of this character, and if of consider- 
able duration, typhoid symptoms will be developed. 
We have "typhoid pneumonia,*' "typhoid dysentery," 
intermittents and rcmitttmts run into typhoid, as well 
as other diseases. This epidemic influence is readily 
recognized, and suggests treatment. 

Zj'motic diseases are not unfrequentl}^ ei")idemic, or 
have underlj'ing them the epidemi^c character. It is 
true they frequently produce a specific contagion, which 
serves as a cause of their propagation, and this we wish 
to keep distinct from the character we are now studying. 
The epidemic influence is that which renders the com- 
munity ver}" susceptible to the contagious poison, or 
gives it specific characlcrs, or renders it more destruc- 
tive to life. 

Headers will rejidil}' recall epidemics of this character. 
Seasons in which smallpox, scju-let fever, measles, 
whooping cough, were remarkably prevalent, easily 
transmitted, diflficult to protect against, possessed dis- 
tinctive features, and required special treatment. And 
they will likewise recall the fact, that in these 3'ears 
other diseases would show similar peculiarities, and 
would require similar remedies. This will iiave been 
noticed in local complications, as well as in the general 
features. That in some years there was a remarkable 
tendency to disea.«»e of the respiratory apparatus, or of 
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the bowels, or of the kjdnej's, or of the nerve centres, 
and that these local affections were to bo met with as 
complications of all diseases. 

I have already noticed the fact that such epidemic 
influences may be discovered in chronic diseases; that 
many times the disease will partake to a greater or less 
extent, of the epidemic constitution of tiie year in 
which it was contracted, and will require the epidemic 
remedies of that year in its treatment. Indeed, in 
some cases, we find that determining this, and knowing 
the constitution of disease at the time it commenced, 
and the remedies that were curative then, we have de 
termined the remedies which will prove curative* 

It is not only important to thus be constantly on the 
alert to determine tiie presence of epidemic influences, 
and carefully note the expressions of disease at such 
times, but it is well to keep memoranda for future use. 
It is true that all disease has disttnct and definite ex- 
pression, and that for this we may find distinct and 
definite remedies ; quite as nluch for this epidemic con- 
stitution of disease as any other. 

AVe are acquainted with quite a number of epidemic 
remedies, and find the list continuously enlarging*. So 
marked is the influence, and so distinct the features, 
that we sometimes find a single remedy suflicient for 
the entirety of disease. It is possil>le that we may 
make the best study of remedies in such seasons, for I 
have noticed tluit if a remedy has thus proved markedly 
curative at such timos, the epidemic symptoms indicat- 
ing it being pronounced, the remedy would prove cura- 
tive in sporadic, endemic, or contagiolis diseases, wher- 
ever the special symptoms were ]>resent. 

The remedies worthy of special notice in this con- 
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nection are Quinine, Muriatic Acid, Soda, the Antisep- 
tics, Sulpburous Acid and Sulphite of Soda, Chlorate 
of PoUish, Biiptisia, Aconite, Yeratrum, Belladonna, 
Gelseminum, Rhus Toxicodendron, Iron, Nitric Acid, 
Podophyllum, Lobelia, Brj'onia, Nux Vomica. 

All of these, and such others as may have attracted 
the attention of the reader as being especially useful 
in certain years, may be advantagilpusl}' studied in this 
connection. 



CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 

In this classification we find that certain diseases are 
produced by a specific cause, generated during the pro- 
gress of the disease, and propagated from person to 
person. In them we find that the contagious clement 
is continuousi}' reproduced in kind, and the expressions 
of disease are alike. As before noticed, it may and 
does vary from epidemic influences, and as we will 
hereafter see, from endemic influences, but in general 
features there will be a remarkable likeness, and in 
therapeutics there will be something in common. 

Tl.e diseases grouped under this head are the erup- 
tive fevers — variola, rubeola, scarlatina, varicella; the 
contagious c<jugh — pertussis — whooping cough ; some 
zymotic diseases — erysipelas, puerperal fever, diphthe- 
ria, spotted fever, cerebro-spinal meningitis ; some 
fevers and inflammations, cholera, ty|)hoid, typhus and 
yellow ftvei's. inflammations with typhoid symptoms 

The general diagnostic feature is that the disease can 
be traced from person to person, and when the fact of 
exposure is known, we are justified in giving it the 
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care, and using the pi-ecaiitions against the spread of 
contagion that may he necessary. 

These diseases have certain distinct expressions by 
which they may he known, and when we have a first 
case, the contagious element will receive due considera- 
tion, especial!}' in guarding against its communication 
to others, in some oases by the use of appropriate pro- 
i:)h3'lactic means. I^e also ^vgard the fact, that the 
contagion generated during the progress of the disease 
may unpleasantly influence the patient, indeed his life 
may be destroj'cd by its presence with and around him. 

Yariola. — The diagnosis of smallpox will be made 
by — cr, the intense, aching pain in all parts of the body, 
deep seated, during the firtst day of febrile reaction ; 6, 
the appearance of the eruption, as distinct red spots, 
which give to the touch the sensation of hardness like 
a shot under the skin ; c, the regular development of 
the pustules in a period of nine days; and d, the flat- 
tened and umbilicated form of the pustules. 

It suggests protection l)y vaccination, by avoidance 
.of the cause, by the use of proper antiseptics. In the 
treatment of the disease, that the contagion be removed, 
as far as possible, by the ijxci-etoiy organs, and at 
lengtb by the comj)leted stages of the eruption. When 
the contagious virus is in large quantity, as shown by 
the tisual evidences ot decomposing animal matter, it 
suggests the use of antise])tics, agents that destroy the 
material of contagion, great cleanliness, and a sustain- 
ing treatment 

EuBEOLA. — The diagnosis of measles will be made 
by — or, the catarrlial symptoms, full, suffused and in- 
jected eyes, which announce the attack; &, the pecu- 
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liar and 'oonslant cough j and c, the irregular form of 
the eruption. 

It suggests Lobelia and Asclepias to favor the deter- 
mination of the eruption upon the skin, and relief af 
irritation of mucous membranes, and JDrosera as tho 
special remedy for the cough. 

Scarlatina. — The diagnosis of* scarlet ftdver will bo 
made by — a, tho carlj' appearance of a sore throat, 
Avhich persists and is a marked feature of the disease ; 
/>, I he high range of temperature, and dryness of sur- 
I'ace ; r, the vivid scarlet redness of the eruption ; and 
r/. the evident impuirmont of the cutaneous capillaries, 
a^s marked by the persistent white line left as the finger 
is drawn over the surface. 

It suggests Belladonna in minute doses as a prophy- 
lactic. Belladonna and Carbonate of Anjmonia as stim- 
ulants to the capillai-y circulation of the skin. And 
the use of fatty inunction alone, or with stimuUints — 
Creosote and Common Salt. 

Varicella. — The diagnosis of chicken pox Avill be 
made by — «, the irregular appearance of the points of 
eruption; h, their speedy development; and c, their 
vesicular form. 

Pertussis — The diagnosis of whooping cough will 
bo made b}' — a, tho occurrence of cough without febrile 
sj-mptoms; b, its paroxysmal and spasmodic character; 
and r, the whoop, the sibilant or whistling sound as the 
air is forcibly drawn through the contracted larynx 
during or at the close of the paroxysm. 

It suggests specific remedies, Drosera, Belladonna, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



230 STUDY OF DIAGNOSIS. 

Nitric Acid, and Trifolium Pratense, as may be indi- 
cated in each case by special sj^mptoms. 

Ztmotic Disease. ^ Whilst all contagions may be 
classed as zj'moti^., all zymotic diseases are not conta- 
gious. Those named— erysipehis, diphtheria, spotted 
fever, and cerehro-spinal meningitis — maybe epidemic, 
endemic, or contagious, and we study them in each of 
these classes. When they prove contagious, it may be 
from either of two conditions — the intensity of the dis- 
eased action, or the loss of life and breaking down 
of the tissues. 

If we take the first disease, erysipelas^ we will find 
that it sometimes develops remarkable virulence in this 
direction ; so much so that it will attack almost every 
surgical case in a hospital, and will be contracted by 
nurses and others. This of course will be noticed espe- 
cially in certain years (epidemic influence) and in cer- 
tain localities (endemic influence), but we can not 
neglect to notice the contagious element. 

In the one case we notice the intensity of disease, both 
as to its local and general symptoms. The part is in- 
tensely hot, burning, painful, and is dry and tense, and 
its color, whether bright or dark, is vivid. The pulse is 
frequent, tense, and unyielding, ihe temperature has a 
high range, and the nervous sj'stem shows great exci- 
tation. Whenever such symptoms show themselves, 
we may fear contagion, and will employ means to pre- 
vent the infection of others. 

In the second case we have the evidences of sepsis 
and deliquescence of tissue. Locally the part is full, 
and wants elasticity, the epidermis 3Melds, and presently 
the connective tissue The discharge becomes oflfen- 
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81 ve, the pulse oppressed and feeble, and the tissues at 
large softened. ^ 

Whilst in the first case remedies would have reference 
to the intensity of diseased action, and consist princi- 
pally^ of the ^ya specifics — Iron, Veratrum, Ehus, Apis, 
Belladonna; in the second it will consist in the 
use of the proper antiseptics, with restoratives and 
food. 

In the second, puerperal fever, we notice the same two 
elements of contagion, quite as marked as in erysipelas. 
But there is added a third, an infectious material 
thrown off from the reproductive organs. So nvvrked 
and virulent is this, that it is readily communicated by 
the physician from patient to patient, even tiu-ouirh an 
interval of days or weeks. It is not only thus infec- 
tious, but is intensely poisonous to the patient, and its 
re-absorption intensifies disease, and frequent I3' leads 
to a fatal result. 

Having regard to the means named in erysipelas, the 
physician gives especial attention to prevent the spread 
of contagion. In some cases this ma}- be avoided by 
strict attention to cleanliness, change of clothing, and 
the use of antiseptics, as wanhi ng with a solution of 
Chlorate of Potash, Sulphite of Soda, Labaraque's 
Solution, or dilute Sul})hurous Acid. To pi*event re- 
absorption, we use great cleanliness, and the antiseptics 
just named. 

In diphtheria the contagious pi'operty .-JeemH to bo 
developed more by the intensit}' of disease, than by 
devitalization of tissue and putrescence, and it is 
alwaj's well to use extra ])recaulions when the febrile 
action and local inflammation are intense. But here as 
in puerperal fever a specific infection is generated* at 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



232 STUDV OV DIAGNOSIS. 

the point of local <iisojise, and is readily conimunicablo 
to others. This is so marked that the diphtheritic do- 
posit is readily inoculahle, not only in the throat, but 
on almost every abraded surface* 

The knowledge of "these facts will not only cause us 
to guard against the general conditions of contagion, 
as ill the other c:ises, but especially against the trans- 
mission of the local infection by coming in immediate 
contact with the patient and inhaling the breath, the 
use of towels, handkerchiefs, before the}' have been 
thoroughly purified by boiling, and especially the use 
of probangs, swabs, or surgical instruments that have 
been employed on a d^Jhtheritic patiunl. 

In cerebrospinal nicninjitis and spotted favrr we have 
the double element of contagion first named. The 
generation of the infectious material by inlensit}' of 
disease, and by loss of life in tissues, and ])utrescenc3*. 
The same means will be employed a.s in the case of 
erj'sipelas, both to prevent the spread of contagion, 
and to protect the patient against the poison generated 
in his own body. 

Cholera. — Asialic cholera might be studied in the 
class of epidemic diseases, as in the seasons of its prev- 
alence there is a marked epidemic influence, that shows 
itself in other diseases as well as thi>s. But though we 
recognize this, the evideuce that it is propagated by a 
specific contagion is too well proven to allow us to 
neglect it. Cholera advances on lines of travel, and 
renews its strength as it goes, g»>ing with ])eople", being 
propagated by and in people. Gaining strength and 
virulence by special combination of circumslanees in 
its native country India, it takes passage by steamship 
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to Europe, from Europe to America, where it is dis 
tributcd by railroad, steamboat and stage 

It is probable tliat the infectious poison is found prin- 
cipally in the excretions, and mainly in the dejectionp 
from the bowels, and the disease is especially propagated 
from them. If so, it points the physician to the neces- 
sity of especial care in the removal of the dejections, 
and that they be so disposed of as not to endanger 
others, either b}" their exhalations, or by contaminating 
the water supply 

We diagnose an attack of cholera by — a, the great 
exhaustion that attends the first discharges; 6, by the 
evidences of imperfect circulation and aeration of the 
blood, as seen in the bluish discoloration of the ex- 
tremities ; c, by the want of color in the faeces, "rice 
water"; c7, by the marked enfeeblement of the circu- 
lation, and lowered temperature ; and e, by the exces- 
sive thirst, nausea and vomiting, and muscular cramps. 

Typhoid Fever and acute diseases assuming typhoid 
si/mptomsy usually possess the contagious element in 
slight degree. Yet in some cases we observe a remark- 
able development of this character which demands the 
attention of the physician. Typhoid is generally 
thought to mean asthenia, but it is better to think of it 
as having reference to sepsis of the blood. With the 
condition of sepsis, comes the property of contagion, 
and under some circumstances this becomes marked. I 
think diseases called typhoid will be found to develop 
the character of contagion both from intensity of dis- 
ease, and from impairment of the life of tissue and 
putrescence. The most marked cases I have known 
were when there was great nervous excitation, tens^ 
20 
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tissues, high temperature, and the sensation of pungent 
heat when the hand was applied to tho surface. The 
other cases are distinguished by a peculiar sweetish 
cadaveric odor of breath, dark fetid fa3ces, and fetor of 
urine. 

Typhus Fever is markedly' contagious, and may be 
wholly propagated by a specific contagion generated 
during the progress of the disease, and thrown off in 
the excretions both from bowels, kidneys, skin and 
lungs. It has been noticed that here intensity of dis- 
ease, marked by great febrile excitement, was more 
likely to develop tho contagious element, than the con- 
dition commonly known as putrescence. 

Yellow Fever is undoubtedly contagious in degree, 
sometimes very markedly, and at others so as to exert 
but little influence. Both conditions of contagion have 
been noticed: that from great intensity, of disease, 
with the symptoms heretofore named, and from putres- 
cency appearing in the last stage with the black vomit. 



ENDEiMIC DISEASES. 

If disease showing distinct peculiarities is confined 
to a localitj^, it is said to be endemic, especially if it 
prevails to any considerable extent. In such cases the 
cause is evidently local, and it is evident that many 
times it may be discovered, removed, or avoided. 

These diseases have a definite and distinctive expres- 
sion, which should and may suggest the means of cure. 
In some the endemic influence is so wholly the cause, 
and the endemic expression so clearly indicates the 
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lesion, that remedies will be remarkable for their cura- 
tive inflaence. At other timt-s ihe'endemic influence, 
and disease produced, will be but apart of the wrong, 
gjid whilst the endemic remedies are important, they 
are not so certain as before, and have to bo aided by 
other means. 

The diatjfnosis of endemic disease is usually very 
clear: a. There is something distinct and special in the 
expression of disease ; 6, there are a number of cases, 
showing these special features j c, the diseases are re- 
stricted to definite localities. 

First among the diseases included in this classifica- 
tion are all those showing period icifi/, including inter- 
mittent, remittent, and yellow fevers. Following these, 
wo find that an endemic influence ma}^ give rise to the 
series of continued fevers, to all inflammations, and to 
many functional and structural diseases. And it is to 
be noticed that as a rule the endemic influence intensi- 
fies the natural disease in addition to giving it special 
features. 

Periodicity. — Whatever maj^ be the cause of period- 
icity in disease, the fact is sufficiently tangible, easily 
recognized b}'' the periodic expression, which indicates 
a special pathological condition, and.calls for a special 
group of remedies, anti-pcriodics — Quinine. As before 
remarked, the periodic element may serve as a basis of 
ncarlj' cverj^ named disease, which will be cured by the 
one remedy. Quinine. Or it ma}^ only be a complica- 
tion, or part of the disease, and Quinine will only be 
one of the remedies called for. But periodicit}^ does 
not alwaj^s mean Quinine, and it is sometimes difficult 
to determine whether it does or not. All diseases are 
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periodic to ti certain extent, having periods of increase 
and diminution, a§ may be noticed even in the fevers 
called continued. Indeed all the functions of life, both 
in health and disease, have something of periodicity in 
their performance. 

The diagnosis of period icitj^ will be made by — a, The 
marked remission or intermission of the evidence of 
disease, and return to the health}^ standard of life; b, 
the equally marked exacerbation of disease, especially 
with reference to the wrongs of innervation, tempera- 
ture and circulation ; c, the disposition to continue such 
functional aberrations without change of structure; and 
/7, the fact that such disease is endemic in the localit3\ 

Intermittent Fever. — We diagnose an ague b}' — a, 
the marked cold stage; 6, followed by a hot stage; <;, 
a sweating stage — all occupjung a comparatively short 
time, usually less than twenty-four hours ; and d, a 
more or less complete intermission of the disease, and 
return of normal functional activity 

If the intermission is complete, with normal temj^er- 
ature, normal circulation, innervation and secretion. 
Quinine will be the remedy. If functional wrongs 
should persist during the intermission, appropriate 
means should be emplc^^ed for their removal, and the 
Quinine given if the disease persists. 

Eemittent Fever- — We diagnose remittent fever by 
— a, A forming stage which may be brief or of one or 
two weeks duration, and which is frequently attended 
b}'' gastric disturl)ance, and frontal pain ; />, a chill, not 
nearly so intense as in ague, but well marked ; and r, a 
hot stage which is distinctly broken up into remissions 
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and exacerbations, and continues to the sweating stage, 
which is the termination of the disease. 

The distinct remissions and exacerbations— periodi- 
city — means Quinine, and in some cases this remed)^ 
will be sufficient to arrest the entire series of morbid 
processes. This condition will be known b}' — a^ The 
soft and open pulse; 6, the moist and cleaning tongue ; 
c, the soft and moist skin; and d, return of normal in- 
nervation — at the remissions. If these conditions do 
not present, we determine the ciiaracter of the wrongs 
and*employ the means necessary to remove them 

Yellow Fever. — Though there is undoubtedly an 
epidemic influence in some seasons, and the disease is 
more or less contagious, we find that the endemic con- 
ditions are of great importance. Yello\V fever can not 
prevail in unfavorable situations, (it is said never to 
prevail at altitudes of more than four hundred feet 
above the ocean), and just in proportion as the local 
influences favor it, the disease will be severe and fatal. 
Bad drainage and want of cleanliness are especially 
noted as likely to favor the propagation of j^ellow 
fever. 

The diagnosis of yellow fever is made by — a, The 
marked chill, attended by lumbar and frontal pain, 
nausea and vomiting ; fe, the ra])id accession of the hot 
stage which is very intense, lasting from twenty-four 
to seventy-two hours ; c, the abatement of febrile ac- 
tion, but with marked prostration, and gradually in- 
creasing yellowness of skin ; and ^, the return of nau- 
sea and vomiting — the black vomit. 

Typhoid — Next to periodicity the most frequent and 
marked endemic influence is that which ffives the 
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typhoid character to fever. It may produce typhoid 
fever with disease of Peyer's glands, may cause typhoid 
symptoms in remittent fever, and all the inflammations. 
A very common manifestation of the influence is in 
typhoid dysentery, and typhoid pneumonia. The local cause 
is evidently decomposition of vegetable and animal mat- 
ter, the products being thrown off^ into the air and in- 
Jialed, absorbed by food, or infecting the water supply. As 
it is possible to remove such causes, the physician should 
always direct attention to them in these cases, that they 
may be removed. ^ 

Using the word typhoid as an adjective to designate 
a condition of disease, it has reference to the condition 
of sepsis and putrefaction. The enfeeblenient or asthe- 
nia is but an incident, and is sometimes not noticed 
until a late stage, though the typhoid symptoms are 
marked. 

The diagnosis is best made by examinino: the exuda- 
tions or secretions. It is ospecinlly marked in the 
mouth ; on the toniJ-ue by dirty coating, or a fur that 
assumes abrownisli tinge and gradually becomes deeper 
until it is almost black ; dirty or dark sordes upon the 
teeth ; unpleasant, dark, and offensive faeces ; urine 
that is frothy, and gives an unpleasant cadaveric odor. 
"We also notice it in the sense of pungent heat when 
the hand is applied to the surface, and in the low de- 
delirium. In surgical diseases, the discharge from 
wounds or injuries, or operations, will show it, in a 
wrong of the pus, which becomes thin, ichorous, fetid, 
and in a tendency to softening of tissues and sloughin<r. 

It suggests the class of antiseptics, especially Sulphite 
of Soda, Sulphurous Acid. Muriatic Acid, Chlorate of 
Potash, and Baptisia, which are selected according to 
special indications hercMfter-nanied. 
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"We also find special expressions of disease, when 
endemic, that indicate special remedies, and these prove 
curative. As in the ctjse of epidemic influence, we find 
that these symptoms are common to many or nearly all 
the diseases of the season or year, and the remedy in- 
dicated assumes a very prominent place in treatment. 
Thus all the remedies named as being indicated in 
epidemics, are found indicated when the cause is 
endemic. 

Thus we sometimes find an erysipelas, puerperal 
fever, or d3'senter3", that is clearly endemic, and the 
special indications for remedies will be distinct. We 
want Iron, Yeratrum, Ehiis, Podophyllin, etc., and the 
indications are so direct and positive that a cure is cer- 
tain and speedj'. 



SPOEADIC DISEASE. 

• In this last class we find no special expression of 
disease, or in other words, we find the regular succes- 
sion of symptoms as given b}'^ authorities. The causes 
are in the acts or indiscretions of the individual, in ex- 
posure to heat, cold, wet; want of proper clothing or 
protection ; intemperance in eating and drinking ; over- 
exertion, physical or mental — and the reverse, a want 
of exercise. Or the cause may be found in the general 
conditions of life ; sudden changes of temperature ; 
more or less moisture in the atmosphere ; and a greater 
or less electrical condition. 

These causes are temporary, and avoidable, and it is 
well to study them in relation to disejAse. Whilst a man 
may not escape an epidemic, contagious, or endemio 
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cause, right living will- usuallj^ prevent the class of dis 
eases called 8i:)oradic. 

It is also well to notice that these diseases are usually 
simple ill their structure, and very amenable to reme- 
dies. If we take the phjaiological study of disease, 
and determine which is the first wrong of function, and 
right it, we will have but little trouble in treatment. A 
sporadic fever j'ields readilj^ to the special sedatives — 
agents that rectify the wrongs of the circulation ; or at 
farthest will need but the help of those which increase 
seeretion. An inflammation readily yields to the gen- 
eral sedatives, and those which remove the irritation of 
the part. The important points to determine in these 
cases are — the character of the general disease, and 
the remedies which will right it; the situation and 
character of the local disease, and the remedies that 
will influence the part, and influence it in a right direc- 
tion. 

GEN-BRAL AND LOCAL DISEASE. 

This would seem to be a very simple and profitable 
classification, both in determining the character and 
gravity of disease, and in selecting remedies. Yet 
when we come to the bedside we find it vevy difficult 
to make the diagnosis. Disease may be so uniformly 
distributed, that it is impossible to say that one part 
suflprs more than another, or it may be so localized 
and restricted to a part, that its general infl4ience is 
hardly noticed. Yet in most cases we will find the two 
associated together. It is difficult to find a person so 
uniformly constructed that there is not some weaker 
part, and in disease which otherwise would be general, 
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this wetiker part suffers. If it were not so, the happy 
man would be like Dr. Ilolmcs' •' one horse shay," and 
nice it would fall to pieces at once, somewhere between 
three score and ten and five-score 3^ears. And there 
is no part so disconnected with the organism as a 
whole, that can suffer disease without influencing the 
body at large. 

Though the bod}^ so varied in function, is one, yet 
it is of advantage to think of disease as being general 
and local (in principal part), and associate with these 
ideas thoughts of general and local remedies. To gel 
a fair conception of the elements of general disease it 
is well to think of those functions which are common 
to the entire man, or which are equally necessary in 
their resujts to the entire man. And to get a fair con- 
ception of local disease, we study the function of each 
part, in so far as it can be dissevered from the life in 
its totality. 

We might make a group of the elements of general 
disease, according to our physiological classification, 
Bomewhafas follows: 

r Formative— for orgiinization. 
Force.|Heat.^_^^^^ |(,^^jjjj^^g of life and motion. 

{Increased, 
Diininished, 
Wrong in kind. 
The Blooa.^Ini„ org„n,.„.,o„. | *"" refem,ce^to.=uW«^^^^ 
r Retained excreta. 

, Influenced bv J ji^f^^'^'a- 
j^innuencea oy< jr^.p^ctic poisons 

(.Speciflc poisons. 
I For the supply of 0xyf?en. 
•The Respiratory Function. < For tlie removal of Carbonic Acid. 
(.As on aid to the circulation. 
rFrom th« sympathHtic, co-ordmatmg tne vegetative process. 
From the spinal conl, as influencing the automatic functioned 
Innervation, i ( Reason. 

[FroT. theB™m.j|X!o''n"- 
\,Scn.sation. 

2] 
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It is not necessary to consider each of these in this 
place, but having them grouped before the eye, the 
mind can analyze each one as a factor of disease, and 
combine them in natural groups, as usually seen. The 
mind not only recognizes them as general elements of 
disease, but will soon learn to recognize the common 
expressions of wrong, according to the classification of 
excess, defect and perversion. And it will soon go further 
than this, recognizing remedies which reach each in- 
dividual element, and do that necessary to be done — 
opposing the morbid action and influencing the func- 
tion toward the normal standard. If there is an ox- 
cess — above, the influence is to bring down to the stand- 
ard of health. If there is a defect — below, the influ- 
ence is to elevate or bring up to the normal standard. 
And if there is a perversion — a departure from, the in- 
fluence is to bring hack to the normal standard. 

We have already noticed that none of these elements 
of general disease can exist without producing more 
or less of local disease, and we maj^ also say without 
influencing the entire series named. With reference 
to local disease we find it severe and destructive in 
proportion to the severitj^ of the general lesions. So 
too we find that the influence of some of these elements 
of disease sets up a series of lesions which are severe 
in proportion to the sevcritj^ of the original one. In 
both cases general remedies are most important, and in 
80 far as they rectify' wrongs, and restore normal struc- 
ture and function, they are most important. 

In some cases the general lesion determines the 
character of the local one. This is especially the case 
when the general lesion is of the blood, giving caoo- 
plastic or aplastic deposits. An inflammation may 
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Spring up. simple in its ciiaracter, from the common 
causes, and if tliere imd been no wrong of the blood, ifc 
would have reurlily passed away by resolution. Yet, 
there being cacopkistic material in the blood, this is 
thrown out as an exudation, and breaking down, causes 
most serious destruction of tissue. If in such cases as 
this the character of the general l<^sion were recognized 
early, and proper means employed to remove the im- 
perfect material by way of the excretory organs, and 
so improve digestion and blood making as to prevent 
its renewal, the local lesion would he less severe and 
destructive. In place of a " white swelling," or '' mor- 
bus coxarius," the inflammation would run its regular 
course of six to nine days to resolution. 

If we take the case of phthisis pulmonalis, we find 
another good example. Say there was nn original want 
oC formative force, and in consequence there is continu- 
ousl}' produced an imperfect material in the blood. 
Its deposit in the lungs comes whenevei'from any cause 
excretion is arrested, preventing its normal removal, 
and when an irritation of and determination of blood 
to the lungs is set up — the material being can-ied to 
the lungs and there excreted. In this case a rational 
practice of nvdicine looks first to an increase of forma- 
tive force, getting thei'eby a better blood, better tis- 
sues, and a stronger life. When the disease has once 
(hvel(»pe<i itself, ihe treatment will of coui'se look tO 
the establishment of the processes of combustion and 
excntion — removing the material from the blood in 
this w^ay — and the arrest of irritation of the lungs, 
wiiich is the cause of the deposit there. 

If we take the single factor, heat, as the example, we 
find the very same state of affairs. If, for instance, we 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



244 STUDY OP DIAGNOSIS. 

liave llie lesion of the blood known as " typhoid,'* we 
find thatitiji increase is in proportion to the wrong of 
the temperature. If we have an inflamnuition of the 
Jungs, the local disease is destructive in proportion to 
the increase of temperature. If we have a phthisis 
pulmonalis. the deposit is rapid in proportion as the 
temperature is high, and the destruction of lung tissue 
is in the same ratio. We sa}', therefore, that diagnosis 
b}^ the body thermometer, must suggest a class of gen- 
eral remedies, which will prove efficient in modifying 
and arresting general and local disease. 

There is no doubt but that lesions of excess and dc 
feet of electricity, as a condition of life, and as a force, 
have a similar influence upon disease. Fins electricity, 
and *we have incroasod disease by excitation; minus 
electricity, and we have increased disease oy want of 
excitation. The diagnosis will be formed in most eases 
by tlie degree of excitation as manifested by expres- 
sion, and the proper remedies will suggest themselves 
to relieve the bod}- of its superabundance, or to employ 
means which will add to. or prevent its waste. 

When we study the circulation of the blood as a 
factor in disease, we see how marked the infiuence of 
one of these general wrongs. Given a lesion of fre- 
quency in movement only, and we find that any morbid 
process is increased in ])roporti<)n. Secretion is 
arrested, the ap|)etite is lost, blood making and nutri- 
tion are impaired, waste is interfered with, and every 
cause of disease intensified. Wrongs in the circulation 
other than frequenc}', give the same results. Even an 
unequal circulation of the blood may lead to such 
serious im])airments of function, as to be a cause of 
death Evident Iv the diagnosis of these general 
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wrongs, and the r.se of remedies to reach them, are of 
prime impoi'tance. 

When we stud}' I he influence of lesions of the circu- 
hition upon local disease, ^\e And them 2)hiying the 
same important role. If 3'ou have a local disease, in- 
flammator}'- or otherwise, it will be to a considerable 
extent severe and destructive in proportion to the 
lesion of the circulation. If we have an inflammation 
of the lungs, it will be severe in proportion to the fre- 
quenc}^ and wrong in the circulation. With a pulse of 
100 beats per minute, and free, there is little danger; 
but with a pulse of 130, small and sharp, there is most 
serious danger. If in such case, the lesion of the cir- 
culation can be removed, the local disease will be modi- 
fied in the same proportion 

Continuing on with this classification, attention 
might be called to the next group — the blood influenced 
b}' certain causes of disease. Take first retained ex- 
creta, and we have a most excellent example of the 
need of diagnosis by this classification. We are -treat- 
ing an injury, a wound for instance, and everything 
progresses well, until from Some cause one or moi*e 
secretions are arrested. At once we see a chanjre in 
the local disease, the part suffers, its temperature rises, 
becomes painful, the process of repair stops, the exuda- 
tion is changed in character, the pus is unpleasant, and 
finall}' the repair accomi)lished is broken down, and it 
may be the part sloughs. Surely it is well to be able 
to recognize this wrong, and bring such means to bear 
as will re-establish waste and excretion. 

Or a person from some common cause may have a 
simple fever. At first there are no unfavorable symp- 
toms, and we reasonably expect a speedy convales- 
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cence, but from some cause there is urrest of secretion, 
which is I'L'tainod in the blood. All the febrile 83'rap- 
tonis uro increased, and in addition we notice in the 
brown tongue, sordes, etc., the evidence of sepsis of the 
blood. Hero it is well to recognize the importance of 
this general clement of disease, and by early recogni- 
tion prevent the unpleasant consequences named. 

Malaria has phijed a most important part in disease 
and the reader will at once recognize its importance. 
Given a case of disease, n^pst simple in form, seemingly 
and with this element characterized by periodicity', the 
disease may go on from bad to worse, unlil possibl}', 
death i-esults. It does not make much diflPerence 
whether it is a fever, an inflammation, or some other 
disease. If we take inflammation ot the 'ungs, the re- 
cognition 01- non-recognition of this element of disease 
(periodieity), may be that upon which the life of the 
patient depends. Without remedies directed to this 
special element, the disease goes on to destruction of 
the lung tissue. With Quinine properlj^ administered, 
it runs a brief course, and terminates in resolution. 

The influence of zjMnosis is well illustrated b}' ery- 
sipelas. You notice the swollen, red; and glistening 
spot on the skin, and as the patient complains of the 
peculiar burning, you call it er3'sipelas. If 3'our atten- 
tion is not called to the element, zymosis, by the pecu- 
liar tongue, pulse, condition of innervation, etc., and 
you prescribe empirically at a local inflammation, 30U 
may lose your patient. Recognizing the zjmotic char- 
acter of the disease, and uniting it with proper reme- 
dies for this, the patient gets along well. 

Dj'sentery is another excellent example of this. In 
flic minor sporadic cases, Podophyllin to catharsis. 
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"White Liquid PhvBic, or Castor Oil and Turpentine, 
may servo the purpose, and the sufferer gets well after 
a time. But do not trust zj^motic dj^senterj to this 
treatment. Here the wrong of the blood, workin.y 
typhoid S3'mptoms, is the principal factor of the disease 
and the element of danger. It is to be met by specific 
epidemic remedies, or those which we class as anti- 
eymotic or antiseptic. 

The influence of specific poisons well illustrates the 
truth of what has just been said, though the illustra- 
tion is outside of ordinary practice. The hunter in the 
Carolina mountains feels something prick his leg, and 
getting through the brush he pulls up his pants, and 
finds but a slight wound, and the smarting has already 
ceased. It amounts to but little as a wound, but if he 
has heard the rattle of a serpent, or has seen it in the 
act of striking him, he is at once awake to danger. 
lie has made specific diagnosis, and by sucking the 
wound, the use of Ammonia, or the free use of Whisky, 
he provides against the specific poison. 

We get a practical example of these lesions in the 
case of syphilis. A man finds a small sore on his penis, 
which as yet has given him no annoj-ance, and if ho 
had no experience with such things, he would expect it 
to disappear as rapidly as it came. But as days go by. 
it gets larger, and seems more prominent, and after a 
time comes skin disease, sore throat, falling of the hair, 
iritis, nodes, etc. Surely there is something more than 
a simple abrasion here — from a sti-ain. Supposing the 
])h3'siciMn should only recognize It as a sore, ignorinar 
the specific poison of syphilis, what would be the suc- 
cess of treatment? And yel he could do this with 
quite as much credit, as to fail in recognizing the 
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flpecific Avroni;s in z3^motic dyv^enter}', in typboid fever, 
in. bmallpox, in scarlet fever, or in measles. 

If we study the function of respiration in its influ- 
ence upon processes of disease, we reach the same re- 
suits. With wrong respiration, ever}^ other wrong is 
intensified; with right respiration a me iorahjd. There 
is such a thing as too much oxygen, and consequently 
increased burning and excitement, just as there is such 
a thing as blood loaded with carbonic acid gas, and so 
burdened that the varied functions of the body can not 
bo properly performed. Surely it is worth our while 
to endeavor to diagnose these conditions, and to em- 
ploy" remedies Avhich directly reach the wrongs and re- 
move them. 

When we studj^ the lesions of innervation, we are 
impressed with their influence upon all parts of the 
body, and the necessity of directing the mind to them 
in all forms of disease for the j^urpose of diagnosis. 
Whether our senses will detect a lesion, frequently de- 
pends upon our method of thinking. If the mind 
directs the necessary examination, the evidences of dis- 
ease maj be quite cK^ar, when otherwise they would 
scarcely be noticed, and would not make the necessarj^ 
impression. 

If we stud}^ thoroughly the physiology of the iympa- 
th'tlr nervous system, and get correct, ideas of its con- 
trolling influence over all the functions of vegetative 
life, we will always direct our observation to those ex- 
pressions of disease which give information with re- 
gard to this. Remedies influencing disease through the 
Byrapathetic are among our niost important therapeu- 
tic agents, and fortunately the expressions of disease 
are quite clear. If we commence with the lesions of 
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the circulation — frequency of pulse, change in its char- 
acter — lesions of Leniperature, change in tbe condition 
of tiie skin, some changes in muscular expression, 
change in the reHi)iratory function, we will find a group 
of symptoms that are distinct and expressive, and so 
closel}' associated with individual remedies, that the 
remed37^ is at once suggested by tbe symptoms. 

The influence of lesions of spinal innervation is well 
ehown in many cases of chronic disease, where "spinal 
irritation " is a complication. A disease of the diges- 
tive or urinary apparatus may seem quite clear and 
simple — one that remedies will readily reach, and yet 
when we prescribe them, there is continued failure. 
"We have failed to recognize a " spinal irritation," but 
from this wrong of innervation, the local disease is 
continuously kept up. If tbe special wrong is diag- 
nosed, and proper means used for its relief, the reme- 
dies which had before failed with the local disease, are 
more speedily successful. 

We get another' good example of this in some cases 
of continued fever, and other low forms of disease. A 
patient is doing well enough, olher than he can not 
sleep from difficulty of respiration. When awake the 
respiratory function is carried on b}' the influence of 
the will, but when this is in -abeyance, the automatic 
function of the spinal cord is not sufficient. Unless 
this wrong is recognized, and means em])Ioyed to rectify 
the wnnig of spinal' innervation, the patient will prob- 
abU' die. We may get evidence of similar wrong, in 
one case in retention of urine, in another case in incon- 
tinence, in a third in convulsions or muscular wrongs, 
and in all we are impressed with the importance of 
remedies that influence the spinal cord, and influence 
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it in the direction of health. It would be most absurd 
to omit from our diagnosis the evidence of a convulsive 
tendency, and it would be quite as absurd to omit to 
look after and recognize any evidence of spinal lesion. 

When we study the functions of the brain, we find 
them exerting similar influences over the body at large, 
both in health and disease. It will not do to under- 
value a right action of the mind, as an element in the 
recovery of the sick, as it will not do to undervalue a 
wrong action of the mind in perpetuating disease. 
Given a mind at ease and restful, and a patient may 
recover from disease or injur}^, which under other cir- 
cumstances would most certainly be fatal. So true is 
this th:it we are alwaj's on the watch for symptoms 
shadowing forth the condition of the brain. The quer- 
ulous voice, the hopeless voice and expression, the 
unstable voice, the tone of excitation, the tone of pros- 
tration, all conve}' valuable information, which must 
not be neglected. 

We find cases in which an emotional wrong may 
originate or so intensify processes of disease as to en- 
danger life. A ver}^ familiar example of this is found 
in nostalgia, or •' home-sickness.*' In the Into war, it 
was found that this so influenced disease in the hospi- 
tals, at times, as to double the mortality; indeed, manj' 
tinlt's a furlough to go home was the only reprieve from 
death. In the recent Franco-German war, man}' cases 
were noticc'd. Fernand Pa])illon writes : '* During the 
last war nostalgia cai*ried off many sufferers among our 
unhappy ])risoners dispertsed throughout German3^ It 
attacked the S(^ldiers and mohils during the seige of 
Paris, especlall}' toward the close of it, when privations 
and successive defeats beofan to reduce the most robust 
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organizations." I have seen just such cases in private 
practice, and the hope and promise of a return to home, 
was the strongest remedy toward recovery. 

" Hope is an anchor " for many wearied and suffering 
souls, binding ihem to this world, lightening their suf- 
fering, and giving increased strength for recovery.' 
The want of hope is one of the most serious things we 
have to contend with in disease. To give hope to the 
sick, is one of the manj'' duties of the physician. 

It is possible that some may give little credence to 
the statements regarding the influence of the emotions 
in disease. And 3'et everj' one practicing medicine for 
some years will have seen the influence of love, fear, 
anger, grief, litc, so clearlj' manifested, that there can 
be no mistake in the matter. I have seen grief so pro- 
found, that evQvy function of life was seriously tin- 
paired, and unless the current of thought could be 
changed, there was danger to reason or life. A free 
outburst of tears might give relief to the overburdened 
heart (brain.) 

Every physician in active practice has realized the 
influence of iho will upon disease, and every one will 
wish to know the condition of this function in serious 
or protracted disease. The evidence of a strong will, 
and intention to get well, is a real encouragement to 
the ])hysici:in, ns the wnnt of will in this direction is a 
great discouragement. If we recognize a want of voli- 
tion in severe or protracted disease, we do ail we can 
to call it out an<l strengthen it, and in so far as we do 
this our pntieut is benefited. Even in the treatment 
of a cough we find this is im])ortant. If the patient 
can be impressed with the importance of controlling 
the cough by th<i will, we will find it much easier to 
check it. 
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Physicians are ahvaj's awake to wrongs of sensation, 
though freqaentlj' the onlj' idea that follows is, the use 
of means to obtund the seuHibility of the brain. It is 
true that uiiplcafc>aut sonHations or pain intensify pro- 
cesses of disease, and wrong the entire bodj^ by depriv- 
♦ing it of necessary rest, yet man}' times far less harm 
comes from this than we would suppose. Indeed, in 
the larger number of cases it is better that the patients 
suffer pain, than that they be relieved by the ordinary 
narcotics. If by the study of pain we can select a 
remedy for disease, then it becomes a valuable evidence. 
A remedy in this case looks not so much to the removal 
of the pain, as to the arrest of the disease of which 
pain is a symptom. 

The study of local disease hacomeB important in that 
it directs the mind to limited parts and functions, and 
thus specializes the wrong. We group the most im- 
portant functions of the body, as of digestion, circula- 
tion, respiration, excretion, etc., and then study each 
particular organ or part. If we take digestion, wo 
study the function in the mouth, the stomach, the largo 
and small intestine, and as influenced by liver, pancreas, 
etc. If a certain group of organs or parts do a par- 
ticular work, we will find diseases of it announced by 
wrongs of that work. Thus the wrongs of. function 
2)oint us to the locality' of the lesion, and a closer ex- 
amination determines the particular part or organ in- 
volved. 

Knowing the lesion of function we readiij' determine 
its influence upon the life in its totality, and upon 
other pai'ts and functions. It is possible in some cases 
to provide against these influences, by calling into ac- 
tion other functions which may be supplementary or 
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ricnrions. As for example, if (he digestive organs are 
in such condition tliat they can not appropriate calori- 
facient food, we mi\y for tlic time being use alcoholic 
liquors, which require no act of diirestion to furnish 
heat, until food can be taken. Or in similar cases, re- 
quiring hiistogenctic food or the ytinui'us of beef-essence, 
we emplo}^ it per rectum. 

We Lave similar examples in the rehition between 
the excretor}" organs — kidnej's, skin and bowels. If 
the function of one is impaired, or there are special 
reasons why one organ should have rest, we call upon 
one or both the others, to do additional work. In some 
of these cases, the vicarious action will frea the blood 
from noxious materials, and thus give a chance for re* 
covery. In others, the relief of the part from work, 
gives an organ opportunit}' to recover its normal con- 
dition by improved nutrition. 

In the study of local disease we not only have in 
mind the influence of changed function, but also that 
which may arise from a change in the circulation, in- 
nervation, and nutrition of a part. We can not have 
an excess of blood in a part, without depriving some 
other part of blood. We can not have a too rapid cir- 
culation in a part, without influencing the circulation 
at large We can not have an arrest of circulation in 
apart, without impairment of that blood, and a wrong 
to the whole of this fluid We can not have a wrong 
of innervation of a part, without suffering of the nerve 
centres and a reaction upon the body at large; as we 
can not have a wrong of nutrition, or waste, without 
general suffering from it. 

As tTie mind grasps these varied factors of disease, it 
is better able to appreciate the present condition, and 
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provide against other phases of disease. We not only 
want to know the condition of disease at the present 
time, but we also wish to know, from this, what will be 
tlie probable condition to-morrow, or some subsequent 
time. If to day we can arrest the wrongs of life now 
present, and turn the tide toward the standard of 
health, well. If not, we wish to make provision, so far 
as we can, against the wrongs of to-morrow or next 
M'^eck. 

Further along, we will give the diagnostic features 
of the general lesions here named, as well as the more 
important evidences of local disease. The object in 
this chapter being specially to direct the mind to the 
advantages of this classification, in determining the 
real nature of disease, and as being suggestive of cer- 
tain classes of remedies. As before stated, there are 
man}" lines of thought in diagnosis,and we do not wish 
to get them tangled. We wish to do our thinking 
method icall}', and in so far as we can, we take one at a 
time. 

PHYSIOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS. 

Some may think the heading of this chapter a mis- 
nomer, as they can not harmonize the name physio- 
logical, which means right life, with disease, which is 
wrong life. But if we explain that in diagnosis we 
must have a standard to measure from — that is, health. 
— then the term, " ph^'siological diagnosis," is most 
appropriate. The most important element here is the 
point to measure from ; without this, diagnosis would 
be the merest guess work. * 

It might be asked, how we can harmonize this method 
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with the diugnosis b\', nnd prescription for special 
s^'mptonis, as (lesL-iibid in the first part of this work? 
If remedies arc indicated by special expressions of dis- 
ease — symptoms — which may be common to many and 
different pathological conditions — why not emph)^'' this, 
to the exclusion of all other methods? If it is true to 
any considerable extent, should it not be true in all 
cases, and furnish the only sure basis for therapeutics? 

These are pei-tinent questions, and I doubt not many 
readers have asked them time and again. If a certain 
pain in the left orbit, a certain appearance of the 
jxipilla of the tongue, and a certain sharp stroke of the 
pulse, says to us that Rhus Toxicodendi-on is the 
remedy, whether the disease he fever, inflammation of 
the lungs, conjunctivitis, diarrhoea, or erysipelas, what 
do we want of a physiological standard? True, in 
sucl; cases we do not want it as a basis for prescription, 
and if we know enough of the relation between reme- 
dies and disease, we should not make this a study, at 
least not as a basis for prescription. But, unfortunately, 
we do not know enough of this. As far as we know 
it, we base our therapeutics upon it ; when it fails, we 
must supplement it with other methods. Practical 
medicine is in its infancy, and until it attains the firm 
step of adult years, we must second it with ail the aids 
that can give it support. 

If the reader will refer back to page 216, he will find 
a table which will serve as the ground-work for this 
study. We purpose examining the various tunctions 
cf the body, setting up a phj'siologieal standard — health 
— and measuring from it. We find that all lesions 
can be grouped under the three heads nf—cxc.csn, defect 
and perversion — above, below, from. If once we are 
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able to rccognizo these dtpartnres, and liavc a knowl- 
edge of the action of remedies upon function, we may 
make a rational selection. If the condition of disease 
is •' above " the- normal standard, we employ those 
moans which will bring it down. If the condition of 
disease is '* below " tiie normal standard, wo employ 
those means Avliich will bi'ing it up. If the condition 
of disease is a departure *' from " the normal standard, 
we employ- those means which will bring it back. 

The readei- will notice that it makes no difference 
what " school " of remedies is prescribed from, as it is 
quite as well adapted to the one as another. Take tho 
gross dose of ?7'^«/cjrmedicino, and the physician rising 
it should know the locality- of its action, and thequalil}' 
of its action. And even when the action is secondary 
or indirect, this method of prescribing is still good, for 
the mind associates the secondary influence upon a part 
or function with Avhat nocfis be done to restore health. 
If the modern Eclectic prescribes the usual do.sc of 
specific medicine, he has clearly in view its direct ac- 
tion upon a part or function, and he associates the 
action of the drug with that which needs be done to 
oppose disease, and restore health Our Ilomoeopathic 
brother, with his minute doses or infinitesimals, fre- 
quently prescribes on the same basis. He knows v^hcit 
the disease is, and he prescribes a remedy which spe- 
cially influences that part; he knows the character of 
the disease, and he prescribes remedies which his expe- 
rience has shown oj>poses the disease, and favors tho 
return of health. 

Having thus shown the advantage of this, study, as 
being applicable to all B3'stems of therapeutics, and 
even adapting itself to each individual expression, I 
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desire to call attention to its value as a training for tbe 
mind, and a studj' of the phenomena of life. "Think- 
ing in straight lines" has been onr motto, and most 
certainly this is such method of thought. As we edu- 
cate the mind, so it will do our work, and this I think 
one of the best studies. This is a stud}- of life in all 
its phases. It is a stud}' of normal life, for without 
this it has no basis. And it is also a critical study of 
wrong life in all its phases, for this is its end. 

It nia}^ be well to call attention again to the too com- 
monly received methods of examination and diagnosis 
— direct and by exclusion. In direct diagnosis the 
symptoms arc marked and point directly to the locality 
and character of the wrong. But in some cases there 
are no such direct S3'mi)toms, and we proceed to make 
an analysis of the life before us, questioning each par- 
ticular part or function, until we have found tbe seat 
and the quality of the lesion. This is diagnosis hy ex- 
clusion. 

Formative Force. — The force of organization is re- 
ceived b}'- inheritance, and the rule reads — as is this 
force in the parents, so will be its manifestation in the 
children. Thus it is sometimes an important element 
in diagnosis, to know the parentage, and in so far as 
we can, their physical history. From feeble parents 
we usually' expect feeble children. From parents who 
have had an imperfect organization, and wrongs of 
blood, degenerations, deposits and growths, wo expect 
children with like imperfect organization, and with the 
same tendency to disease. If we know that parents 
have died of phthisis pulmonalis, or other tubercular 
disease, a cough or articular irritation has a deeper 
22 
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signification, and we are wide awake to the necesBity 
of earlj' means for protection. 

If parents or near relations have had cancer, we view 
with suspicion any growth that may make its appear- 
ance. If thej- have suffered with Bright's disease, 
diabetes, epih'psy, insanit}', or o(her simihir disease, we 
are advantaged by knowing the facts. 

The foi'ce of organization is very rarely in excess, 
probably' never, as regards the whole man. Once in a 
while we notice exaniplos.of it as affecting parts. Thus 
we ma}' have hypertrophy of the adipose tissue ; hyper- 
troph}' of bone ; of the epithelium ; of cellular tissue, 
taking the form of growths. All of these will be read- 
ily recognized, though it is not so eas}" to find reme- 
dies which will arrest or modify the condition. Still 
bearing in mind the distinction between the unknown 
and the unknowable, we may expect to find remedies 
for even such wrongs as these. 

The wrong of deject is verj' common, and met with 
in man}' cases of disea.se. We recognize it in defective 
or feeble nutrition, parts being small, wanting normal 
solidit}', and lacking the usual capacity of our standard 
man. The functional activity is usually the measure 
of the force of organization ; for though the organism 
in such case may for a limited time give a large amount 
of work, it is rapidl}^ exhausted, and requires much 
more than the usual time for recovery. 

We may learn that such defect is inherited ; that it is 
the result of bad conditions of life ; that it results from 
over-work, or is caused b}" disease. Whilst we can not 
rectify the present wrong of inheritance, we can pro- 
vide to a certain extent against this in the children of 
the future. But in the other cases the treatment is 
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quite plain — we rectify the conditions of life und make 
tliem healthful; we prevent over-work, and remove 
such diseases as influence nutrition. Following this we 
observe the great hiw of development — '• as a part or 
function is rightly used, it gains size and capacity'.' 
As we exert the force of organization, we call into 
right action that which the person has, and as it is thus 
normally used, it grows. 

Heat. — The normal temperature of the human bod}'' 
is 98® and a fraction, say 98.4°. To have healthy life 
this must bo maintained, with but very slight varia- 
tion J even the change of one degree producing disease. 
The temperature is accurately determined b}'^ the body 
thermometer, applied in the axillae, or under the tongue, 
though it may be recognized less definitely by the 
touch. 

Excess of temperature is met with in fevers, inflam- 
matory diseases, and most diseases accompanied with 
change of structure. As a rule the excess of tempera- 
ture is associated with corresponding frequency of pulse, 
frequent respiration, arrest of excretion, digestion and 
nutrition. In proportion to the excess of temperature 
is the activity of causes of disease, of wrongs of the 
blood, and the tendency to destruction in local disease. 
Thus to a certain extent, the excess of temperature 
which we can measure so accuratelj', becomes a means 
of diagnosing all the wrongs of life. 

As heretofore named, when studying the changes of 
tem2)erature as an element of disease, the saving fea- 
ture is the diurnal variations in the range. Though 
in protracted disease it may reach the height of 105** 
to 107°, at some period of the day, it falls to 103° tc 
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102°, at others, und in this fall of temperature the per- 
son has a i)romi8e for the maintenance of life. When 
the high tcniperatnre is maintained throughout the 
twent^'-four hours, the disease is necessarily of short 
duration, either in a fall of temperature and return to 
health, or in death. 

Excess of temperature calls for remedies which 
lessen the pi-ocesses of combustion, and provide for the 
better removal of iieat. The relation between the cir- 
culation and the tem})erature is very suggestive — as is 
the circulation, so is the temperature — lessen the fre- 
quency of the pulse, and you reduce the temperature. 
Thus the special sedatives are suggested, as among the 
most prominent remedies. Wrongs of sympathetic in- 
nervation (excitement) are associated with excess of 
temperature, and those special remedies, Ehus, Bryonia, 
Gelseminr.m, Lobelia, etc., become remedies. Excita- 
tion of the brain and spinal cord are associated with 
excess of temperature, and when noticed, call for rem* 
edies which relieve such excitation. Lesions of the 
blood, especially those of a septic or zymotic character, 
are associated with excess of temperature, and anti- 
zymotic remedies ai-e suggested in these cases. 

The skin is the regu'ator of the temperature of the 
body. In the continued evaporation from- the surface, 
excess of heat is removed. With a high range of tem- 
perature the function of the skin is impaired, and 
transpiration more or less arrested Among the ser- 
viceable means to remove the excess of heat, are those 
that put the skin in better condition, favoring transpi- 
ration. Among these means, baths hold a jirominont 
place, and should not be neglected. 

Excess of temperature is quite as important a factor 
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in chronic, as in acute disease, and its recognition is an 
important element in diagnosis. Whatever may be the 
wrong, IX range of temperature of 100° and over, means 
a continuation of the disease, and eventually a destruc- 
tion of iife. On the contrary, amendment is always 
preceded or associated with a fall of temperature, and 
if this is maintiiined at the standard of 98°, we ma^' ex- 
pect recovery. Thus in phthisis pulmonalis the range 
of temperature is over 100°, even in the first stage, and 
if maintained at this, recovery is impossible. If it can 
be reduced, and held permanently at or near the nor- 
mal standard, the patient may get well. 

There seem to be tlu-ee factors in thib high range of 
temperature, which require study — the frequency of 
circulation, a wrong in combustion, and a defect in the 
means for regulating the temperature. In some cases 
remedies directed to the wrong of circulation is most 
efficient, as when we employ' Yeratrum, Digitalis, Cac- 
tus, Lycopus, etc. In others the wrong is of combus- 
tion, either in a deficiency of some element of the 
blood, or in an undue excitation of the nerves govern- 
ing the respiratory function. For the first we think of 
Cod Oil, the Ilypophosphites, Sulphur, and appropriate 
foods. For the second, Arsenic, Phosphorus, Rhus, 
Brj-^onia, Belhidonna, Lobelia, etc. In the third the 
lesion of the skin is prominent, and calls for such 
means as will restore normal functional activit3^ It 
uvdy be the use of baths — alkaline, acid, stimuhint, 
tonic, astringent, inunction, electricity by Faradization, 
or the use of internal remedies that speciall}'^ influence 
this organ. 

Deficiency in temperature is less frequently met w^ith, 
and not so easily diagnosed. If the thermometer in 
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axillae or under the tongae, shows 98°, but there is 
coldness of the extremities and surface, showing in 
some places not more than 90°, we have determined 
our caso. Or possibl}' we ma}' find that the normal 
condition of heat, 98°, can be maintained in a state of 
rest, but there is little surplus for motion — we have 
lieat as a condition of life, but not as a force. In tho 
last class of cases, the want of power, wit'i exhaustion 
and lowered temperature after exertion, tells tho 
Btor3\ 

Deficiency' of heat may be dependent upon want of 
calorifacient food, upon wrongs of digestion, upon tho 
want of some {special material in the blood to facilitate 
combustion, upon deficient innervation, upon a wrong 
of the skin permitting heat to be wasted, and upon an 
impairment of the respiratory function. In our ex- 
amination of the sick, the mind at once determines a 
comprehensive plan of examination, and our inquiries 
proceed in this regular order — with regai-d to food, 
with regard to digestion, with regard to the need of 
special material for the blood, with regard to innerva- 
tion, with regard to the condition of the iskin, and with 
regard to the respiratory function. Finding the princi- 
pal wrong, the mind at once turns to the remedies that 
influence the part and function, and selects from them 
the special agent or agents that do that which is needed 
to bring the part or function back to its normal condi- 
tion. 

Unequal distribution of heat is not quite as important 
an element of disease as excess or defect, but in some 
cases plays a not unimportant part. If in long-con 
tinued and severe chronic disease, we liave this unequal 
temperature — the trunk being too hot, the extremities 
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C5old — no means will i)rovo curative until the tempera- 
ture is equalized. Phj'sicians may laugh about *' equal- 
izing the circulation," -equalizing the temperature," 
but these inequalities are veiy common elements of 
disease, and recover}' can not take i)lace until they are 
I'ectifiod. Hence sometimes means to restore heat to 
the part whicii is too cold, arc among the most im2)or- 
tant to the cure. Take a protracted case of chronic 
gastritis or dyspei)sia, with continued cold feet, and 
Capsicum in the stockings may be the remedy, or at 
least it will put the patient in the way of being bene- 
fited by others. 

There are some peculiarities in the temperature that 
the thi'rmometer will not recognize. For instance, in 
some cases of zymotic disease, typhoid and typhus 
fever, protracted disease showing "typhoid" symp- 
toms, the hand placed upon the skin gets a sensation 
of ptnigmt heat, ver}' like that when it is placed upon a 
surface reddened \^ith mustard, or cantharjdes. The 
sensation is very distinctive to most persons, and gives 
the idea of sepsis, and unnatural irritation of the vege- 
tative nerve centres. There is nothing more certain 
than this evidence, whenever it is presented, and we 
are at once awake to tlie danger to life, and the neces- 
sity of means to overcome the morbid process going on 
in the blood, and to relieve the over-excited nervous 
hj'stem. At oncc we examine our patient with refer- 
ence to the indications for the special antiseptic — 
Muriatic Acid — the Alkaline Sulphite, Sulphurous Acid, 
Chlorate of Potash, or Baptisia, and with reference to 
the remedies which influence the nerve centres — Aco- 
nite, Veratrum, Bhus, Gelseminum, etc. 
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Electricity, like beat, is both a condition of life and a 
force for canying on tbe various activities of the body. 
Like heat, it may be in excess or defective, or have aji 
unequal distribution. The diagnosis, however, is diffi- 
cult, for we have no instrument to measure its varia- 
tions,, as we have in tlie bod3' tliermometer. 

Excess is determined in part bj" the unnatural state 
of excitation, there being no wrong of the nerve cen- 
tres to account for it, and by a peculiar dry and con- 
stricted condition of the skin. In some rare cases the 
excess is so marked, that sparks ma}' be elicited by 
rubbing tiie head or the surface in a dark room. When 
the evidence is closely examined w^e will find that the 
conditions of life have been such as to produce this 
condition. The patient has been a hard brain-worker, 
has lived or worked much in a confined room, heated 
by a stove, causing dr3'ness of the atmosphere, and at 
the same time has worn clothing that w^as a bad con, 
ductor. Taking, therefore, the sj^mptoms of excitation, 
the constriction of the skin, and the previous history, 
the diagnosis is prett}' accurate ; and if we add to this 
the evidence of exclusion — no other lesion being found 
that would account for the symptoms — we are certain 
of the lesion. 

The treatment will look to a change in the conditions 
of life. Less work, good ventilation, a moist atmo- 
sphere, and cotton under clothing. Then will come the 
use of appropriate baths to rectify .the wrong of the 
skin. And finally, the use of non-stimulating foods, 
and appropriate remedies to lessen nervous excitement. 

DffevJ'm electricity is indicated by opposite sj'mptoms. 
There is a want of energy, and of capacity for con- 
tinued effort, that can not be accounted for by any 
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lesion of digobtioii, blood-making or nutrition, or by 
local diseases. The skin is relaxed and utonic, the 
temperature is ineliiud to be low, and all the processes 
of life are performed with less than usual vigor. Thcso 
symptoms will sometimes be supplemented by a his- 
tory ot the conditions of life. A low situation of 
bouse, dampness of living rooms or shops, trades that 
give a superabundance of moisture in the air, the wear- 
ing of cotton, the use of non-stimulating foods, exces- 
sive drains upon the system in the shape of sweating, 
urination, or seminal secretion, etc. 

Having thus determined the condition of disease, we 
at once think of changing the patient's surroundings, 
lie is to have a dvy atmosphere, an elevated position if 
])0ssible. air directly influenced b}* sunshine, sometimes 
sun baths, and that kind of exercise which will call 
into action the respiratoi'v function. This is supple- 
mented by non-conducting clothing of woolen or silk, 
by the use of j.timulating inunction, or dr}' friction 
with the hand, or flannel or silk. The selection of 
])roper food is sometimes quite important, animal foods 
taking precedence. Some of the restoratives are use- 
ful, ee|)ecially the preparations containing Phosphorus, 
sometimes Iron, and occasionally the Bitter Tonics. 
These mtiv be supplemented by nerve stimulants, Qui- 
idn<j, Nux Vomica, and agents of like character. 

Ckllular Patiioloov. — During the past twent3'-five 
years we have heard much of cellular patholog3^ and 
it has been ])ro])osed lo refer us back to these primary 
forms for the history of all disease. According to 
Kome enthusiasts in the study of cell life, we not only 
need to study disease as manifested in cell life, but oui 
23 
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diivgnosis should go back to reacli these primarj^ organ- 
isms. Taking the truism, that all wrongs of life must 
be based upon change of structure, and all manifesta- 
tions of life flow from, or are the aggregate of cell life, 
the theor}'- becomes yery plausible. 

But there is this difficulty: Cells are- organisms so 
minute tbat the}- are beyond the ken of our grosser 
senses. True we can bring them into view with the 
microscope, and to a limited extent we can determine 
changes of shape, but even this is somewhat difficult. 
The best microscopist will fail to detect differences in 
cells, when the expressions of disease may have been 
of the most marked character. 

It is possible to determine degenerations, some de- 
posits, and to a limited extent grow^ths, but many times 
the diagnosis would be post-mortem, rather than at 
such period of life as would give any practical advan- 
tage from it. Even in the case of growths, the micro- 
scope fails to detect the difference between those which 
are benign, and those that are malignant. True thoro 
are distinctive cancer cells, but then there are malig- 
nant growths without such cells, as there are benign 
growths with* those which so closely resemble them, 
that the best observer may be mistaken. 

The microscope will enable us to recognize some 
changes in the blood -globules, the presence of white 
globules, some changes in secretion and excretion, and 
in the formation of pus, and in so far as it does this, 
it is a valuable aid. Yet in the main, we find it better 
to rel}'' upon the more common and gross expressions 
of disease, especially as these are suggestive of reme- 
dies. 

If by conceding that life is from cells, and that as are 
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thene cells, so is it.s expression, we must be referred to 
cells in (he study of disease, we niiiy i;'0 one step further 
buck and say tlitit all life :s from molecules, and as are 
the m<dreules so is the life, and refer you to the com- 
pound molecules. Failing in this to ij^et beyond the 
human senses, we migiit go ii step backward, and en- 
deavor to fix the life of health and the life of disease 
in the ultimate atom, when surely we will be lost. 
Molecular pathology is quite as ralional as cellular 
pathology, quite as easy in diagnosis, and furnishing 
just as good a basis for thei'apeutics. 

Nutrition. — In studying the diagnosis of lesions of 
nutrition, we observe the same order. Having clearly 
before us the factors — food, digestion in niouth, stomach, 
intestine, the process of blood making, the circulation, 
the condition of the tissues with referenced to aj)propri- 
ation. and oven the adverse side, retrograde metamor- 
phosis. Any one or more of these factors may be 
wrong, and we desire to so localize it, that we can 
select our remedy with certainty. It would be most 
absurd, to give '' BittA-r Tonics and Iron," when the 
wi'ong was a want of proper food ; quite as absurd to 
emi)loy a slereotyjjed tonic when the patient failed to 
properly masticate and insalivate his food, or when the 
lesion was one of the intestinal canal, or a wrong of 
the cireuiation. We must know the exact location and 
eharncti'i' of the h'.-^ion, if we are to jirescribe with cer- 
tainty. 

^lany wrongs of nutrition are dependent upon a 
want of ]>ro|>er food. In this country where food is 
abundant, it is not usually the want of foods in gross, 
as it is a want of, ])roper selection and j)reparation. 
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As the attention is diroeti'd to this matter, inquiry soon 
elicits the facts of wronLT food, or had cooking in which 
good food is spoiled, and we are able to set our patient 
right. 

We not unfrequently find that food is wrong in kind, 
though it may be good in quality, and well prepared. 
If a man wants animal food, vegetables containing a 
large pi-o])orti()n of starch will not answer Will ; if ho 
wants ealorifacient food, it does not <lo to feed Jiinivupon 
beef-tea. Again we must have regard for the power 
of aj)proi)riation by the individual, who may be able to 
digest ceitain varieties ot food, when he can not others. 

Wrongs oxhncvnl cfi(/rsfioit art; easily diagnosed in the 
majority of eases by the history given. The patient 
eats rapidly, "bolting his food," which is not j>roperly 
chewed or insalivated. Or he may hv an habitual 
tobacco ehewer or smok«'r. and thus by continuid abuse 
of the salivary glands have so changed the character 
of this secretion that it can not do its work. 

The treatment of such cases is ver}^ jJain. The 
])atient must be instructed as to the uses of the mouth, 
and the necessity of amending his bad habits. Abun- 
dant time is to be given to each meal, and the food 
thoroughly masticated. It tobacco has been the cause 
of trouble it is to be dispensed with in all forms Fre- 
quentl}' this, without medicine, is sufficient for the cui'e 
of severe cases. 

The wri)ngs of stonittrhic (Hg^'stion are frequently an- 
nounced by un|)leasant sensations which the patient 
refers to the stomach, and ])oints you dinctly to the 
seat of the trouble. We have the evidences of indi- 
gestion, and a wron*^^ of blood-making and possibly of 
nutrition, in addition to the localization of unpleasant 
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Bensations. Of course the unpleasantness varies in 
different eases, and has the entire range between sen- 
sations of fullness, weight, heaviness, to the most ex- 
quisite pain. 

But having thus localized the lesion, we have only 
made a comniencenient, for it is necessary to know its 
character, and this nia}^ be determined in part by the 
sensations of I he patient, and examination of the 
tongue and the epigastrium, and hy the discharges from 
the stomach. It is possible first to arrange these lesions 
in two classes — irritative and atonic — and even to make 
these classes embrace structural lesions. Probably 
this is the sin^plest, as it is certainly the best classifica- 
tion, because it points out the remedies required. Rem- 
edies influencing the stomach are readily divided into 
sedative and excitant — the one removing irritation, and 
the other giving stimulation. 

The evidence of irritative lesions is found in uneasi- 
ness or pain of a somewhat acute character, tenderness 
on pressure over the epigastrium, and in manj^ cases 
by injection of the pa pi 11 fie of the tongue, especial I3" of 
the tip and <Mlges, giving the characteristic redness, 
AVi' have every degree in the intensity of these sj-mp- 
toms, from the slight irritation with determination of 
blood, to the well developed inflammation. 

With these evidences of disease, the mind at once 
turns to those remedies which allay irritation — Hydro- 
cyanic Acid, Peach Bark, minute doses of* Aconite, 
Ipecac. Rhubarb, Bismuth, Oxide of Zinc, and some of 
the simpler stomachic bitters, as the Hydrastis. If we 
liave the general indications for a group of medicines, 
we will find it much easier to select the special one 
which will be most eflUcient. The reader will notice 
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tbat ihetiii remedies are alike applicable in all cases 
characterized by irritation and determination of blood, 
even in cases of severe structural disease. 

The evidences of afoni/ are impaired circulation and 
innervation, and want or perversion of function from 
this, is found in sensations of weight and fullness in 
the epigastric region, a sense of oppression referred 
by the patient to the epigastric region. When we ex- 
amine the patient we find that the expression of the 
face is dull, the movements listless and show a want 
of energy. If we examine the tongue we find it full, 
and expressionless, in some cases pitting where it comes 
in contact with the teeth. As a rule there is increased 
secretion of mucus, and the bowels arc constij^atcd. 

The symploms above named point the physician to 
that class of remedies which ai*e topical excitants to the 
stomach, and that stimulate a better circulation and 
innervation. Nux "Vomica and Strychnine may be 
taken as the tj^pe of such stimulants, and are fre- 
quintly employed when tlie impairment is temporary. 
The bitter tonics — stomachic tonics — are the remedies 
usually selected when the impairment is of longer dura- 
tion ; Hydrastis Canadensis, Gentian, Columbo, etc, 
may be taken as examples of this class. With atony 
there may be irritability, and in such cases the remedii'S 
might be Amygdalus Persica, or Matricaria Chamo- 
milia. If the atony is very marked we maj' employ 
topical simulants, as White Mustard, the peppers, or 
combine with the stomachic bitter small portions of 
Podophyllin. 

Atony with increased mucous secretion will be marked 
by the coated tongue, j^ellowish or gray, especially 
toward the base, full and expressionless features, dull 
ejres, and evidence of oppression. 
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111 acute disease it may call for an emetic, may be 
relieved by a cathartic carefully given, by the use of 
saline diuretics, or by the use of the Alkaline Sul- 
phites. 

Excess of gastric juice will usually be known by its 
eructation, the sense of acidity of stomach, elongated 
papillfB of the tongue tipped with white, and mal- 
digestion. 

For it we think of remedies that allay irritation, or 
that remove diseases of which this is sympathetic, as 
of Bismuth, powdered Charcoal, the Alkalies, or the 
Acids, as may be indicated by other symptoms. 

Deficienc}'^ of gastric juice is shown b}^ mal-digestion 
and eructations of undigested food for some hours after 
eating. 

It may require stimulants, tonics, acids, alkalies, 
Podophyllin, etc. Recognizing the deficiency, the 
mind is directed to the cause, and when determined, 
the treatment will be very direct and certain. 

Excess of acid is determined b^^ the eructations, and 
the sense of acidity, but if of the blood as well it will 
be shown in ptillor of mucous membranes. 

Whilst the alkalies would seem to be the direct rem- 
edies in the treatment of these cases, they are really 
curative only where there is evidence of this lesion of 
the blood. In other cases the cause must be determined. 
Many times it is a wrong of innervation, and when 
this is removed, the acidity ceases. In some ^jases, in- 
deed, acids have a more direct influence in effecting a 
cure than the use of alkalies. 

Deficiency of acid ma}' be known by the unpleasant 
fluid oructations, greaj^y if fatty matter is taken as 
food. The general defect will be shown in the deep 
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redness of mucous membranes, and wherever blood 
comes to the surface. 

This is sometimes the cause of serious functional 
wrong, and until the acid is restored digestion will not 
be well performed. In these cases we usually- think of 
Muriatic Acid as the remedy, though in many Lactio 
Acid will give the best resuils. 

The symptoms pointing to Pepsin as a remedy are 
not very direct. Indeed if we should say there was 
an entire absence of sj-mptoms it would be a better 
guide to the phj'sician. Given a case in which there 
is indigestion or enfeebled digestion, and there are 
neither evidences of irritation nor atony, acidity nor 
alkalinity, or wrongs of innervation, or disease of 
which this m:iy be sympathetic, and we would say, give 
Pepsin. 

The wrongs of intestinal digestion require care in diag- 
nosis, as many of the symptoms are obsure and indirect. 
The lesions may be classified as in case of the stomach, 
into irritative and atonic, and the sensations of the 
patient, if they are described, will usually lead to a 
correct conclusion. The pinched expression of face, 
the loss of adipose tissue, giving a shrunken appear- 
ance of bod}', the contracted tongue, slick, seemingly 
divested of papillae, tell the story of irritation. The 
atony will be indicated by fullness of the abdomen, 
with a sense of atony as the hand is passed over it; the 
full, doughy tongue, inclined to be coated, and the gen- 
eral oppression of the nervous system, give very clear 
intimations of the character of the lesion. 

The irritative condition calls for Aconite, Ipecac, - 
Matricaria, Am^gdalus, Bismuth, the stomachic bittersi 
Epilobium, etc., and they may usually be selected with 
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ooiisiderable certainty. The atony calls for ITux 
Vomica, Chelidoni mil, Podophyllin, etc. In man 3^ of 
these cases the combination of Podophyllin in minute 
doses Avith one of the simpler bitters, answers an ex- 
cellent purpose. 

As a rule good blood-making follows good digestion 
and having secured the one we are not troubled to 
look after the other, yd sometimes we have the fault 
here and must recti f}^ it. Good blood-making is de- 
pendent upon the conditions alreadj^ named. There 
must be a normal temperature, a normal circulation, 
-normal activity in use, normal Avaste and normal ex 
cretion. If there is a wrong of either factor we may 
expect some degree of wrong in the making of blood, 
and in nutrition. W at any time we suspect this 
lesion Ave examine our patient thoroughlj^ with refer- 
ence to these important functions, and finding the 
Avrong, whatever it may be, we right it. 

There may be a want of some particular material in 
order to make good blood and good tissue. This has 
been recognized by physicians, and is the basis of that 
called restorative medication. We have already seen 
that the phj'sician must select the proper food for his 
patients, and that more may depend upon giving his- 
togenetic or calorifacient food, than upon medicine. 

"Restorative medication'* is an intlefinite term, as 
used, and may mean remedies that stimulate an appe- 
tite, increase digestion, giving of proper food, as well 
as the use of those agents Avhich add a needed constitu- 
ent to the blood. It Avould be better to restrict the 
tern) to the use of agonts that enter into the formation 
of the blood and the tissues. We may sum these up as 
Iron, Phosphorus, Soda, Lime, Potash, Sulphur, Silica, 
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Copper, and the bitter principle. These may not be 
all, but if we can get a clear conception of their use, 
the wrongs that follow their defect, and the Rj-mptoms 
that point them out, we will do well. 

As Iron is the coloring material of the blood, want 
of color is generally regarded as indicating the use of 
this remedj' as a restoi-ative. In some cases the evi- 
dence is sufficiently clear, and when Iron is given the 
effect is direct and positive. If taking the sj-mptoms, 
"want of color from blood," we are careful in our ex- 
amination to exclude those cases where other and pri- 
mary lesions exist, th*^. certainty" would be almost abso- 
lute. But there is another indication quite as certain 
as '- want of color," when tissues, especially the tongue, 
show a solid but not deep blue. In these the action 
of Iron is specific. Again we find certain lesions of 
the blood, more noticeablj^ those which give an erj'thc- 
matous eruption (erysipelas), in which the redness is 
dirty or dulled, in which Iron is specific. 

When the diagnosis is carefully made, the action of 
Iron will give great satisfaction. A recent case of 
uterine disease of long standing with greatly impaired 
nutrition, presented as a prominent feature frequent 
erythematous eruptions of this dirly, though somewhat 
vivid redness, and the cervix uteri and vaginal tissues 
presented tiie same color. One grain of Iron by 
Il3'drogen three times a day, was sufficient to effect a 
cure in a month. In another, where there was im- 
paired nutrition of many years' standing, and no direct 
symptoms but the solid blue tongue, the patient made 
a quick and good recovery on Iron alone. 

The best indication for Phosj)iiorus in its varied 
forms, will probablj^ be found in {he van f of expression. 
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botli in the face and in movement, an enfeebled rcepi- 
ration and nnoqunl toinperaturo. The sensations of 
the patient may point to impaired nutrition of the 
nerve centres, or simply to a general failure of life. 
The indications for Phosphorus in the ordinary dose, 
arc invariab-y of atony — impairment of the circulation 
and inncrvahon. In a minute dose it may be used 
where there are evidences of vascular and nervous ex- 
citement witli enfeebled tissue — as instanced in low 
grades of inflammation of the lungs. 

Soda is a true restorative in some conditions of dis- 
ease. If deficient in quantity evory function of life is 
impaired, and without its restoration recover}^ can not 
take place. In some causes w^ant of Soda is the basic 
lesion, and its administration all that is necessary for a 
euro. In others this deficiency is but one of many 
lesions, and the giving of Soda will be but one of the 
means emplo^^ed. 

The indication for the use of Soda is clear and un- 
mistakiible — wiint of color in mucous membranes — 
which are usually full. Usually we r\ve guided by the 
tongue, and the expression would ho full and pallid — 
Scida 

The indieatious for Lime are not so distinct, but yet 
quite definitt^ AYe are in the habit of sa^'ing that 
Lime is indicated in all idiopathic cases of suppurative 
ilisease of eellular tissue. The very fact of inflamma- 
tion with a l».»w eui)laslic or cacoplastic deposit, not the 
result of injui-y, e\ id(Muu'S n pi-culiar wrong, an<l for 
this Lime is the reni^'dy. Furuneular disen.s-e in all its 
forms, finds a reniedy i'^n Lime. In the majority of 
caAOH, there will be |)allor of mucous membranes, though 
in Horne cases they will be purplish or blue. Lime is 
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employed in clironic disease of tlie lungs, with caeo 
plastic deposit, tlitcrinined hy a low grade of inflammu 
lion. 

The iirdicaiiijij.s for Potash will be found \i\ pallor of 
mucous nicmbraiios, calling for an alkali, and impair- 
ment of muscuhir ])ower. In most cases a dull, leaden 
hue ol mucous membrane with pallor, will point espe- 
cially to the Salts of Potash. A marked example will 
be found in syphilis, in which this coloration is the in- 
dication for Iodide of Potassium. In some cases a Salt 
of Potash may be needed, even though the deep color- 
ation calls for an acid ; this is sometimes seen in scurvy. 
Here the Soda is excess, Potash is defect, and tlio 
patient is cured by the administration of Lemon juice 
and vegetables containing Potash in large quantity. 

The ber^t indication for Sulphur as a restorative is a 
change in or want of the pigment of the skin and hair. 
In some cases the dull, dirty color may call for Sulphur, 
in others the blanched surface. Rapid loss of color in 
the hair will sometimes be an indication. Sulphur is 
also indicated by a peculiar blue or leaden color of 
urine and faBces. It would be designated by some, 
"want of color." and so there is a marked lack of the 
natural coloring material of thoso excretions. If I 
were picking a case to obtain the most marked curative 
action of this drug, I would take the dirty or tawny 
skin with bluish urine. 

The indication for vSilica is not very well known. 
I have used it with most advantage when the epitbe- 
lium had a lifeless appearance, and there was continued 
tendency to desquamation. In some cases these symp- 
toms are followed by severe ulceration of the skin. 
Hahnemann claimed that it was a valuable remedy in 
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rachitis of children, and named sweating of the head, 
as one of its most prominent indications. 

Copper is not usually regarded as a coiiotituent of 
the body, j-et I think it is clearly proven that it is 
[►resent in small quantity. The indication for its use is 
the unpleasant greenish pallor of skin met with in 
some diseases of women, and a vei*v similar coloration 
of tongue. In some cases the patient has not lost 
flesh, and nutrition seems to be quite as good as usual, 
but there is a want of energy and power of endurance. 

The Bitter Tonics are in such common use, that it 
would seem hardly necessary to point out the indica- 
tions for their use. But one would find it a little diffi- 
cult to point out clearly the cases in which the bitters 
are direct remedies. One might say 'want of appe- 
tite," and as by their topical action they are appetizers, 
he would guess his case off right with the majority. 
Or we may say " impaired digestion," and by their 
topical action they do improve digestion, and we would 
be right in the majority. Or we might say " enfeebled 
nutrition," and as they do improve nutrition, we would 
make a right diagnosis in a great many eases. The 
blood requires a bitter principle, and its want is the 
cause of most serious disease, j'et I can not point the 
reader to an}' better evidence of it than impaired 
appetite, digestion and nutrition. 

Further along, we will see that a right circulation is 
essential to carry the blood, thus well made, to the tis- 
sues where it is to be used. Wrongs of the circulation 
impair the quality of the blood, and the power of the 
tissues to withdraw from it the materials for nutrition. 
Thus in all cases of lesion of nutrition a right circula- 
tion must be maintained. In this connection attention. 
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may also be called to the necessity of having the 
normal temperature of 98°, whicli, as we have already 
seen, is a condition of hcaltky life. 

A patient may have good food, good digestion, and 
good blood-making, and yet there will be a failure in 
nutrition. If the tissues are not in a condition to ap- 
propriate the material and weave it into organic forms, 
the patienjb would be better not to take it as food. Wo 
have already referred briefl}' to the properties of form- 
ative ceils, and have seen that we have no means of 
determining their condition, except by the phj'sical 
properties of tiie tissues en masse. If thc)^ have normal 
hardness, ehisticity, form, and activity, we have reason 
to conclude that nutrition is good, in so far as the 
power of appropriation is concerned. Oonversel}' we 
may say, if they want hardness, elasticity, form, and 
activity, there is a want of power to organize new 
tissue. Diagnosis is here made by the tactile and 
visual senses, and will be valuable just in proportion 
as these have been trained to use. 

Concluding from these evidences that the tissues 
lack the power of appropriation, what will be the 
remedies^ In so far as internal remedies are con- 
cerned, we have but few that influence the fu rot/on of 
the formative cells. To a limited extent, some of the 
bitters may do this. Yet when we subtract their topi- 
cal influence upon the digestive apparatus in increasing 
the appetite and improving digestion, and the slight 
stimulant influence upon the circulation and innerva- 
tion, there is but a small fraction to be accounted for. 

Want of hardness, elasticity' and activity will show 
a want of nutrition, wlnlst the change in form, want 
of expn>ssion — dull and lifeless — maj^ be taken as evi- 
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dences of a want of retrograde metamorphosis. We " 
have already made reference to the great hiw of animal 
life — as an organism is used it gains the power of re- 
production and increased use; as it is disused it loses 
this power. But it is well not to forget that over-use 
will impair reproduction, the forces of life being thus 
exhausted. In many cases, after providing for good 
food, good digestion, and good blood-making, a good 
circulation, normal temperature, and good innervation, 
we stimulate the appropriation of material by the tis- 
sues by well regulated exercise. Or if tho patient is 
over-worked, and thus exhausts his powers of repro 
duction, by recommending rest. 

In some eases the patient requires exorcitse under 
the influence of the will, innervation in this way being 
of as much importance as the activity of tissue. In 
other cases it requires passive movement, with as little 
expenditure of nervous power as is possible. In some 
cases the stimulus of electricity becomes an important 
means, and by its general use normal nutrition of tis- 
sues may be obtained. 

The character of deposits maj' usunll3' be determined 
bj' the symptoms indicating the condition of the gen- 
eral health, and by the local appearance of the part 
when near the surface. Bearing in mind that good 
blood will give euplastic deposits, an inferior blood 
cacoplastic deposits, and a very poor blood a})lastic 
deposits, we will be in a pretty good position to judge. 
The means of determining this hav^e already been 
pointed out. 

As regards the local symptoms we ma}' sa}' that the 
inflammatory i)rocess, regular in its course. Is the best 
evidence of euplastic deposit. All irregularities, 
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whether of time, iiitcnsityj or of the common symptorafl 
-heat, pain, redness or swelling — point to a deposit of 
lower character. So certain is this that the ph^'sieian 
will very rare!}' make a mistake if irregularities cause 
him to employ greater vigilance. If for instance, in 
local disease, there is too much or too little heat, too 
much or too little pain, too much or too little swelling, 
too much or too little redness, or if the color is changed, 
we are sure the deposit, if there is one, will be low in 
character. So if the disease runs its course too rapidl}", 
or progresses too slowly, we conclude that the deposit 
will be of lower grade. So true is this, that we look 
with suspicion on all alterations of the inflammatory 
j^rocess, and use extreme care in the treatment of such 
cases. 

Degeneration is not easily ivcognized, and in a major- 
ity of cases it progresses.uutil the destruction is beyond 
remedy. Of course 1 exclude granular degenerations 
of the kidneys (known by albumen in the urine), and 
degeneration of the liver (known by jaundice), which 
present characteristic functional disturbance. The 
gradually decreasing power of continued exertionis an 
important point in the diagnosis. Persons having de- 
generation will find themselves incapable of prolonged 
exertion. There is a want of exprv^Hsion in every part, 
and the soft tissues sit upon the bones like an ill-fitting 
suit of clothes. A want of sharpness and strength in 
the wave of blood as it passes under the finger is an 
additional element. 

In the treatment of degenerations we wish to re- 
establish this " renewal of life." Whilst we want good 
food, good digestion and blood-making, adding an}- 
agents of the class restorative that may be needed, and 
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an active condition of the formative cells, we also want 
increased retrograde metamorphosis to remove the old 
and degenerated tissue. In so far as the tissue is de- 
generated it can never be replaced, but it is possible to 
so improve the function of nutrition, that what yet re- 
mains may serve the purpose of the organism. 

The diagnosis of growths belongs to the province of 
surgery, and requires but a brief notice here. They 
are classified as benign and malignant, and to deter- 
mine to which of these two classes a growth belongs is 
the first object. As a general rule we may say a benign 
is a growth from the tissues, whilst a malignant is a 
growth in. A benign growth is distinctly separate 
from the tissues, and though it may be deepl}^ seated it 
obtains room for its enlargement by separating them, 
and occupying the place of the connective tissue. It 
ma}' interfere with the nutrition and use of tissue by 
pressure and weight, and in rare cases when inflamma- 
tory action is set np may form adhesions to them, other- 
wise it maintains a distinct and separate existence. 
On the contrary-, a malignant growth takes possession 
of the tissues of the body, and grows in them, trans- 
ferring the structure into its own lowered forms. It is 
no respecter of tissue, and occupies one quite as readil}'' 
as another, taking possession alike of skin, connective 
cellular tissue, muscle and bones, using the fibrous 
tissue as its skeleton, and the blood-vessels, lymphatics 
and nerves, for its supply, waste and innervation. 

The reader will notice that if in any case it be pos- 
sible to determine the condition of a growth — from or 
in — the diagnosis is readily made. A growth that does 
not interfere WMth or take possession of tissue, is of 
necessity benign, whilst a growth that does appropriate 
34 
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the Dormal tissues is as surely malignant. In a major- 
ity of cases careful inspection of the part will deter- 
mine this. 

A benign growth is generally of uniform consistence, 
smooth, and of equal ehisticKy ns the hand is passed 
over it. The reader will readily see why this should 
be the case, as it has a single point of origin and 
supplj', and consequently a uniform development. But 
in the case of a malignant growth, its consistence and 
elasticity will depend to a considerable extent upon the 
tissues it appropriates, and hence it will be of unequal 
hardness and elasticity — nodulated. 

There is a marked difference in the sensations of the 
part. The benign growth has no nerves and any sen- 
sation experienced will be from its pressure or drag- 
ging upon adjacenjt parts. The malignant growth 
appropriates the nerves of the part, and hence inter- 
stitial pain of a peculiar character is usually found in 
these cases. 

A benign growth has no lymphatics, and does not 
influence the blood other than by withdrawing the 
materials for its supply. On the contrary, the malig- 
nant growth appropriates the lymphatics as it does 
other tissue, and furnishes through them a cancerous 
Ij^mph which eventuall}" produces the constitutional 
impairment so generall}' noticed. 



SECEETIOK 

Among the important functions changed by disease 
secretion holds a first place, and in the practice of 
medicine remedies influencing the secretions have held 
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a first place. Bnl very crude ideas of the function of 
secretion have been held, and of course the medication 
based upon these was equally enuie and empirical 
Whilst ph3'8iologist8 have been pretty clear in their 
teaching that (in the main) secretion was purely a vital 
function performed through certain cells, called secre 
tory, phj'sicians have acted as though they believed it, 
a purely pl^ij'sical process, like the osmose that occurs 
through an animal membrane. If secretion is a vital 
process, life is an essential, and the conditions of life 
necessar}''- if it is a physical process of straining, then 
a dead tissue may secrete as well as a living one. 

There is little use to talk of diagnosis here, unless 
we have first a clear idea of the apparatus of, and the 
conditions for secretion. If we can clearlj'- appreciate 
that in the case of all the secretions — recrement! tious 
and excrementi tious — there must be a membrane con- 
tinuously giving birth to secreting cells, and that these 
grow to the normal stature of cells, withdraw from 
the current of blood (he special material of their secre- 
tion, and then discharge themselves with it in the com- 
mon duct, we will have a basis for correct diagnosis 
and therapeutics. 

Taking one step further, we find that function not 
only depends upon life, but upon the normal conditions 
of life. This is true of everj' part and every function 
of the body. Studying the life of cells, and secreting 
cells bear a very close relationship to formative, we find 
that a certain temperature, circulation aid innervation 
are necessary.* Probably the life of the secreting cell 



*These conditions are as necessnry to the entire organism as 
(o the individual cell, otherwise we would not be benefited by 
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is not so nuu-h affected by ciiangos of these, as the life 
of the formative cell, but in a certain range it is so de- 
pendful : whilst the range is greater the effect be^'ond 
certain ])()inls is just the same. 

The cause of legions of secretion may be general or 
local, and the diagnosis is made by an anaivsis of gen- 
eral symptoms influencing secretion at large, and 
symptoms ])ointing to local lesion of the secreting 
organs. When secretion in general is affected, we have 
good reason to think that the lesion is general ; when 
but a single secretion is affected we have good reason 
to believe that the lesion is of the organ furnishing the 
secretion. 

When all the secretions are involved, the cause, as a 
rule, will be found in changes of temperature, circula- 
tion, innervation, digestion, blood-making and waste. 



knowiiig them. We have constant cognizance of the gross form, 
while the minute structure is beyond our vision only as we bring 
the njicroscope to hear upon it. Let us now see how thej^ are 
applicable to the body as a whole. 

Firtsi. — An original viability is seen to be an imperative condi- 
tion. A want of this gives us heredilary diseases and early 
death. A want of it also gives us an enfeebled life and a want 
of resisting power to the ordinary causes of disease; while a 
strong viability gives great resisting power to disease, and long 
life! This has already had a partial consideration. 

Second. — A proper supply of nutrient material is also an abso- 
lute condition, as man only lives by a constant renewal of his 
body. The ninterial for this renewal being furnished, and tlie 
cells possessing a normal formative power, life continues in a 
regular manner. 

Third. — The circumstances favorible for normal development 
in man are a normal circulation, innervation, temperature, and 
excretion. — Principles of Medicine. 
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If uow secretion is to be restored to its uonnal condi- 
tion, we want normal temperature, normal circulation, 
innervation and waste, especially the first three. In a 
large majority of cases, secretion is re-established so 
soon as the conditions of life permit, without the use 
of special means to this end. Thus in acute disease, if 
means are emplo3'ed to rectify the wrongs of circula- 
tion, the temperature and innervation, wo find that the 
tendency is to a re establishment of secretion as the 
conditions of health are approached. 

Local lesions of the secretory apparatus are best 
classified as irritative and atonic, as it points out the 
classes from which our remedies are to be drawn. 
When a part is involved there will be in nearly all 
cases such unpleasantness of it as will call the attention 
of patient and physician to the wrong. It may be 
pain, or something less pronounced than pain, but i. 
gives the special part a distinctive character sepai'ate 
from the general life. In health the bod)' is a unit, 
and all sensations are pleasurable, in local disease there 
is a feeling of separateness between the part and the 
life, and the severer the disease (as a rule) the more 
distinct this feeling which regards the suffering part as 
distinct from the life — a foreign body, which it would 
be well to get rid of 

It is true these subjective sensations are not always 
pronounced, and in some cases the suffering is so mani- 
fested that it seems of some other and distant part. 
Tet if the patienO's attention is excited, he readily de- 
termines the wrong sensation, and our knowledge of 
nervous distribution and sj'mpathies will .soon translate 
the character and situation of pain. 

The reader will already have been impressed with 
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the character of pain as determining tlie condition of 
a part as regards excitation and aton3^ Excluding 
neuralgia, acute sharp pain is the evidence of undue 
excitation and an active condition, whilst dull pain and 
sensations of weight and fullness, indicate aionj^ with 
impaired circulation and innervation. It ma^^ be said 
that this method of diagnosis is too gross and arbi- 
trary, but 1 think in the majorit}" of cases it will serve 
as a good basis for the selection of remedies. 

AVith this method, we should say the absence of local 
sj'mptoms points to general disease, and we carefully 
examine our patient with reference to the conditions 
of normal secretion. Finding the wrong in tempera- 
ture, circulation, or innervation, we seieet from those 
remedies that influence the particular function, and 
take that one which in its action is opposed to the dis- 
ease, and in its influence brings the functional wrong 
toward the standard of health. Determining a local 
wrong, we at once think of those remedies that espe- 
cially influence the organ or part, and take that one 
which in its action will do that which favors the healtli3' 
life of the part. Nothing can be simpler than this in 
theory", as nothing, I am sure, will furnish a better 
basis for a successful practice of medicine. 

Secretion is divided into two classes, recrementitious 
and excrement itious, and it is well for the reader to 
have a good knowledge of these distinct from each 
other, learning the uses of each. We want to know 
the simple facts, with regard to the use of saliva, gas- 
tric juice, bile, pancreatic fluid, and the small gland ulae 
of the intestine in digestion, that we ma^^ weigh tho 
wrongs which may arise from changes in these secre- 
tions. We want to know the value of mucus as a 
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lubricant and protector of raucous membranes, and of 
the sebaceous secretions as a lubricant and protector 
of the skin. And we want to know the value of excre- 
tion from tlie lungs, the kidnej^s, skin, and bowels, as a 
means of removing worn out and effete material from 
the body. It is direct thought that we wa^it, for when 
the mind is directed to a single object it readily grasps 
it, but when it is made to embrace a multitude of 
objects, they become indefinite and indistinct. 

If. for example, we are called to a case of increased 
secretion of saliva the diagnosis is easily made, for the 
senses can not fail to be impressed by the increased 
amount of fluid in the mouth. But the questions that 
follow are not so ea.silj'^ answered — is it mercurial 
from local disease of the salivarj' glands? from disease 
of parts contiguous? from diseancs of the digestive 
apparatus below ? from disease of the brain ? or from a 
lesion of the sj^mpathetic system of nerves? It seems 
diflSf ult at first to make such diagnosis, and yet as the 
mind considers one after the other of these, with such 
light as additional sj'mptoms may throw on it, the 
problem is soon solved, and in its solution wo are 
directed to the particular class from which the remedy 
is to be selected, and possibly the special remed}^ Mdiich 
will cure. 

The example given above is one of the most com- 
plex, and we will find the others simpler. If we take 
the secretion of gastric juice we might make a different 
study. First, is the di.sease general, local, or sympa- 
thetic? If the examination is carefully' conducted, the 
absence of evidence of local disease, and of parts with 
which the stomach is in special sj'mpathy, and the evi- 
dences of general lesions which might affect the 
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stomach, will detennine the first classification. But if 
the local symptoiris were pronounced, and there was 
wanting the evidences of general or sympathetic dis- 
ease we would have determined the second classifica- 
tion. Whilst if we had pronounced disease of parts 
Avith wiiicli the stomach s^-mpathizeSj as of the uterus 
or hrain, but without marked symptoms of local or 
general disease, we would have determined the third 
classification. It may be that we will find two, or pos- 
sibl}^ three of those causes in some cases, but we reach 
our conclusions hj' these methods of examination and 
thought.. 

If we take the liver as the next example, we will 
find it necessar}' to employ a difi^^rent method. The 
first questions we ask are witli reference to local disease. 
Has the patient unusual sensations in the right hypo- 
chondrium, of pain, weight, distension, pressure up- 
wards on lungs, toward the mesial line t)n the stomach ? 
is there tenderness on pressure, sense of fullness \fhen 
the hand is passed over the part, or can the organ ]ye 
felt below the margin of the ribs ? Is there expression 
of disease from adjacent parts, as from the bowels, 
stomach, lungs? Is there a wrong in the uses for 
which the bile is secreted? 

It is alwaj'^s well to get rid of old-time errors, and in 
these methods of diagnosis we wish to start with a 
right phj'siology. What is the use of bile ? Your 
physiologist will tell you, possibly, that he. does not 
know, but he is sure that it is not, as was formerly 
thought, an excretion, but that it is elaborated to sei've 
uses in digestion and blood-making. As j'ou read on, 
and think of what you are rending, you see the absur • 
dity of the old practice of medicine, which was con- 
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tiniioiisly looking after the liver and the secretion of 
bile, and tullced glibly of liver complaint, liver disease^ 
*'your liver is affected," and about liver pills, chola- 
gogues, 'touching the liver," etc. It requires but 
little study to get rid of this old rubbish, and reach 
the conclusion that the liver docs its work very kindly 
and well, and i8 an organ that aids nutrition, and not 
waste. If, therefore, we find a wrong of intestinal 
digestion, in which the liver is very surely concerned. 
we may look after the condition of this organ. 

The secretion is peculiar in color, and sometimes 
wrongs of the liver may be determined by this. Thug 
ftecal matter is to some extent colored with biliverdin. 
and if the color is dark we say, excess of bile — if it is 
light we say deficienc}' of bile. This method of diag- 
nosis is a little crude, for there i\!-e many sources of 
error. Thus Lehman showed that the peculiar gr(3en 
stools following the administration of Calomel were 
not due to any action of that drug upon the liver, but 
to the presence of Sulphate of 3Iercury in the faBCes. 
An excess of acid mi^y also produce ^rce« s/c;oZa, as a de- 
ficiency may render them lighter in color. 

The cutaneous pigment will prove a better guide 
than the color ot the fieces. The yellowness of jaun- 
dice will be called to mind as an instance, and many 
will recollect brownish spots — liver maculae — that are 
very clearly traceable to the liver and its associate 
organs. But a change in the pigment less marked than 
this has a very detinile meaning. 1 allude to a iainy}y 
coloration of the skin, giving it a dull, dirty appear- 
ance. I b<dieve this always points to a wi'ong of the 
cbylopoietic viscera, esj)ecially to innervation from the 
25 
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Bolar plexus, and indicates the class of remedies thai 
have been regarded as " liver medicines/' 

But the really important point to determine in these 
cases is, the condition of the organ with regard to ex- 
cess or defect, in its circulation and innervation — is 
iheve excitation or atony? The symptoms are usually 
distinct so far as this is concerned, and the remedies 
will be clearly pointed out. And yet there is nothing 
in which mistakes are so frequently made. Take, for in- 
stance, a case of jaundice, and the teaching of the books, 
is to give hepatic stimulants — Podophyliin, Leptandrin, 
Blue Pill, Calomel, etc., without reference to the condi- 
tion of the liver. But in one-half the, cases, there are 
evidences of excitation in pain, tenderness on pressure, 
and accelerated circulation, increased temperature, dry 
skin and scant}*^ urine. Surely hepatic stimulants aro 
not remedies here, and the}^ usually do much harm in- 
stead of good. In such case the patient requires the 
special sedatives, Gelseminum, Acetate of Potash, the 
bath.,, and possibl}' the cold-pack or fomentations to the 
right hj^pochondrium. In the opposite class of oases, 
with sensations of weight, fullness, oppression, unequal 
temperature, etc., such remedies as will stimulate the 
liver and associate organs will prove remedies. 

Again we wish to know in this connection that the 
bile pigment when once deposited in the cutaneous 
tissues is never, removed by way of the liver, but iR 
always excreted in principal part by the kidneys. In 
so far then as getting rid of the unpleasant coloration 
of skin in jaundice is concerned, we might just as well 
give a remedj^ to act upon the salivary glands as- the 
liver. There are scores of these olden -time errors in 
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practice that can onl}^ be gotten rid of by a carefal 
study of physiology'. 

Tlie pancreas does a most important work in secretion, 
one wliioh the physioloi^ist clearly understands, and yet 
wo hear nothing about "pancreatic complaint," "pan- 
creatic disease," or " touching the pancreas." Indeed 
there are no pancreatic remedies in our Materia Medica. 
Why is this? There is nothing like getting these sub- 
jects fairly in view, that we mRy think of them. Leh- 
man remarks — " The function of the pancreatic fluid in 
digestion, mnj'^ be two-fold, according to the above men- 
tioned properties, namely : to change starch into sfigar, 
and to decompose the fats, so as to render them absorb- 
able. That it actually performs the former in diges- 
tion, has been placed beyond doubt by numeroua ex- 
periments. Tiie pancreatic fluid possessesthis property 
in a much higher degree than the saliva; it is o itera- 
tive at even a low temperature ; neither bile, nor gas- 
tric juice, nor fvee acids, interfere with the function of 
the fluitl." 

Whnt then would be sj^mptoms of disease of the pan- 
creatic secretion? Most surely they would be func- 
tional, and we would find them in imperfect digestion 
of cah>rifacient foods, a deficient suppl}' of burning 
material, and a more or less rapid consumption of the 
fat stowed in the body. We would naturally expect to 
fintl unchanged starch and fat globules in the faBCes, 
and examination tshows that this is the case. Just so 
soon as we begin to reason rightly, we reach definite 
results. 

But if we have no " pancreatic medicines," how will 
we rcclify these wrongs, afler we have found them? 
This is also evmy enough. There are in almost all cases 
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certain general lesions of tlie circulation, temperature, 
innervation, excretion, etc., easily recognized, and 
which must be relieved in all cases preparatory to a 
successful local treatment. As local remedies we may 
think of Yeratrum, Cactus, Ciu^lidonium, Oxide of 
Zinc, Nux Yomica, Podopliyllum, Iodine in minute 
doses, Panax, etc. They all act -' there or thereabouts,** 
and we can choose from the list those that act in the 
right direction. 

To the doctor in ordinary, the intestinal canal is a 
place to ])ut pills, powders and potions, for purgation. 
Bowels were made to he moved, and h is the doctor's 
business to move them, and sometimes.itseems.it is 
almost his whole business. He never thinks that the 
intestinal canal Fs a digestive apparatus, and if he has 
ever learned this in his physiology he has forgotten it. 
And 3'et this function of the intestinal canal is really 
the most important element in digestion. 

In addition to the bile and pancreatic fluid, we have 
an intestinal fluid secreted by the " bottle- shaped " 
glands of the alimentary canal. With regard to this 
Lehman remarks — 'The intestinal fluid serves, as >e- 
gards its function, as a compleniv^nt to the digestive 
fluids, the "gastric and pancreatic fluids, which become 
inoperative toward the middle of the small intestine ; 
it possesses not only, as the latter of these does, the 
power of rai>idly changing starch into grape sugar, 
but also of dissolving and rendering absorbable flesh 
^and other prolvin bodies. In lied knuckles of intes- 
tine, into which starch or paste has been introduced, 
all the starch is transformed into sugar at the end of 
three hours, and in a great measure absorbed. Piece? 
of n^eat or eongulated albumen disappear from such 
knuckles after six to fourteen hours." 
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This is good reading, my friend of man}'^ catharticH, 
and it is well to give it a prayerful consideration. Here 
is a fluid that will do the entire work of digestion, and 
here is an apparatus that really does do a considerable 
part of it. When you have occasion to use the old- 
fashioned harsh remedies, think twice, and possibly 
you may see that the wrong done to this important 
function may outweigh, many times, the good that 
comes from counter-irritation. 

The' remedies named above, for wrongs of the pan- 
creatic secretion, may be employed here, with some 
additional ones. What we want to know, as a basis for 
a rational prescription i.s — do we want sedation or 
stimulation— do we want it of the circulation, or the 
innervation, though these are usually' associated It is 
hardl}' worth while to point out now the special indi- 
cations for Amygdalus, Bismuth, Nux, Chelidonium 
Aconite, Tpecac,Nitric Acid, Podophyllin, etc., for their 
uses will have been learned elsewhere. 

Mucus is secreted to lubricate and protect mucous 
surfaCiS. and in normal arbount it favors t.he perform- 
ance of function. Wrongs of the secretion are usually 
easily determined. LC of the outlets of the body, the 
condition maj^ be seen and felt. Thus it is easy to re- 
cognize increased secretion from the nose, throat, and. 
genito-urinary passjiges, from the abundant di>charge. 
Increased secretion from the bronchial mucous mem- 
branes is known by its dischai'ge, and also by the blow- 
ing and rattling sounds heard during cough and on 
auscultation. Increased secretion of mucus in the 
' stomach is usually shown b^* the heavily loaded tongue 
at its base. Whilst increased secretion of mucus in the 
intestinal canal will be shown by the upjfornUy dirly 
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tongue, and by the tumid abdomen Scanty secretion 
gives rise to irritation, and this is one of the j^rominent 
signs, and taken together with the absence of discharge 
is very good evidence. 

With a wrong of mucous secretion we ask the ques- 
tions — what are the general wrongs, operative in tliis 
case ? what is tiie condition of the mucous membrane, 
as I'egards its circuhition and innervation? It is a 
rule in practice, to rectifj" any general lesions, prepara- 
tory to the cure of local disease, and many times with 
this the local disease will disappear. Thus in a given 
case of acute disease, we have a frequent j^ulse, high 
temperature, and excited innervation, with dry mucous 
membranes; the use of the appropriate general reme- 
dies will establish secretion. And on the contrary, if 
secretion is too free, the use of appropriate general 
remedies will lessen it. 

When we think of local remedies we want to group, 
a, those which act upon mucous membranes ; 5, those 
that act upon the special organ, part, or function in- 
volved. Having the classes of remedies before us, we 
now select a stimulant, sedative, or one which by its 
action tends to change the character of the secretion 
or function. It is not difficult to select a local remed}'' 
if we know exactly what needs be done, and we have 
a clear knowledge of the value of remedies 

A change in the sebaceous secretion frequentlj'^ gives 
rise to cutaneous disease. If our attention is directed 
to the function of this secretion, as a lubricant of the 
skin, its lesions will read i 1 3' be detected. The treat- 
ment here will have reference to the condition of exci- 
tation or atonj' of the circulation and innervation, and 
to changes in the nutrition of the organ. Sedatives in 
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the one case, stimulants and tonics in another, and 
remedies that alter morbid action in others, will bo 
selected to meet the different cases. 

A wrong in the secretion of tears, or the meibomian 
secretion, maj' occasion serious trouble with the oye. 
Profuse lachrymal secretion is sometimes a source of 
irritation, alwaj^s a source of feebleness to the tissues. 
Scanty secretion on the contrary, by leaving the eye 
dry, and without the protection given by this fluid, is 
a cause of irritation. The secretion of the meibomian 
glands serve an important purpose, and when in excess 
or defect, the function of the eye is impaired, and un- 
pleasant disease may be grown. 

Just so soon as the mind is directed to the parts 
which may be diseased, it is pretty certain by direct 
symptoms or by exclusion, to determine the exact loca 
tion and kind of disease. Then knowing the action of 
remedies, local and general, these may be selected with 
reaso n able cer tai n ty . 

A wrong in the secretion of cerumen is a very fre- 
quent cause of partial deafness, and many aural un- 
pleasantnesses. It is surely well to know this, and by 
a careful examination determine the character of the 
disease — whether, in excess, defect or perversion — and 
also the condition of the secreting structures as it re- 
gards increased excitation or atony. With such knowl- 
edge as may be readily obtained by any one, the treat- 
ment of these diseases becomes successful. 

The principal object in the consideration of these 
secretions is to call attention to the necessity of con- 
stantly kei'ping our physiological knowledge well in 
hand, and directing attention first to the use, that 
we may be able to understand the disease. If at any 
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time we forget this, aiul taku' tlie ordiiuuy writers on 
patholog}^ and thernpcutics as authority, wo ai*e quite 
sure to go astray. 

The excrementilious secretiuiis arc four in nmnbcr — the 
lungs, the skin, the kidneys and the bowels — and these 
remove the waste of the body. The due performance 
of the function of excretion is essentia! to health, and 
in disease we invariably find a lesion of one or more. 
If the excretions are in excess, debility is the result, 
and becomes a prominent symptom. If they are in 
defect, materials which should be removed, are re- 
tained within the body; the result being irritation or 
oppression, according to the character of the material, 
and tlie amount retained. 

Excretion by the lungs is but little studied, and yet 
this is one of the most important of the excretions, 
being to the extent of 517 grains of carbonic acfd per 
hour. In a rough estimate the value of these excretions 
may bo written — lungs eight, kidneys two, skin and 
bowels each one. True it is carbon which is thus ex- 
creted by the lungs, (tiiis being regarded in the olden- 
time as the special province of the liver), but a simple 
experiment in closing the mouth and nose of an animal 
will show that it will kill in a vf-ry few moments. 

Excretion by the lungs may be in excess, and this 
will be seen by the vivid redness of the blood where it 
reaches the surface, by the frequent full respirations, 
an exalted circulation, an excited nervous system, a 
high range of temperature, and rapid Waste of tissues. 
We find these evidences of excess both in acute and 
chronic disease, and it must be evident to the reader 
that means to check it Avill be of value in both cases. 

Such a remedj' as Yeratrum, and to a less extent 
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Lyeopu«, Cactus, St i eta, must prove of groat value in 
such cases, associated with such local and topical ap- 
j)licationfl as relieve irritation and give rest. The 
reader will see ver}' clearl}^ that in the early stage of 
pneumonia with such sjMTiptoms, Yeratruin and a mush- 
jacket may prove speedilj' curative, and that in some 
cases of phthisis, Yeratrum becomes a prominent 
remedy. 

Defect in excretion from the lungs will bo known by 
the darker color of the blood where it comes to the 
surface, the evident defect in the movements of the 
chest, fullness of superficial veins, and the oppression 
of all the functions from retention of carbonic acid gas. 

At once our attention, is directed to such remedies as 
prove excitant to this function, as Nux, if there is de 
ficiont spinal innervation, Phosphorus, Arsenic, Lobelia, 
Bryonia, Drosera, Apocynum, etc. If by these means, 
excretion of carbonic acid can be increased, the various 
functions of life are relieved from oppression. 

Even if this knowledge did not point us to special 
remedies, it would be valuable as suggesting a proper 
h3'giene. The patient suff<.ring from excess wants 
quiet and rest, a moist atmos])here, and one not stimu- 
lant. The patient suffering from defect requires such 
exertion as will call into action the respiratory* appa- 
ratus, a dry atmosphere, and one which is stimulating. 
* Proper direction in these regards may be the one thing 
necessary to recovery, and we can only give such a<l- 
vice when we thoronghh' understand our ease. 

The attention of j)hysieians has Ikhmi sj)eeially 
directed to the skin, kidneys and the bowels, as the 
apparatus of excretion, the importance of this function 
to health, and as a cause of disease. Indeed they have 
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received too much attention (.such as is) for three- 
fourths of the Materia Medica has for its object an ac- 
tion on these emunctories. If we should take away 
I'rom the rejular phj'sician his cathartics, diaphoretics 
ar.d diuretics, he would be poor (for harm) indeed. 
TV bilsi I do not wish to depreciate tliese functions, 
either in health or disease, I think a much more care- 
ftil study should be made of them, and that their thera- 
peiitics should be improved. 

This fact should be esi:)ecially learned — that in a 
large majority of cases wi-ongs of excretion are depen- 
dent upon changes in general conditions of life — the 
circulation, temperature and innervation — and that 
when these are corrected, the excretions resume their 
normal condition. Even when the function is not re- 
stored, very simple means are usuallj'^all that is required. 

Excess in secretion from the skin is readilj^ deter- , 
mined by its moisture to the touch, dampness of the 
clothing, as well as by the patient's sensa^tions. The 
questions that follow are — is it from excitation, or is it 
a result of debilitj^? It rarely results from excitation 
in disease, though once in a while from increased circu- 
lation to the sk I fi, as in some cases of rheumatism, and 
in the so-called sweating fever, and some other anoma- 
lous cases, thi« will be found to be the case. Here the 
diagnosis is quite clear — the skin has an active circula- 
tion, is deepened in color, and the temperature is in- 
creased The increased perspiration of debility is not 
secretion, but an exudation of water, washing awaj^ a 
small quantity of albuminoid materials. The condi- 
tion is determined b}^ the evident relaxation and loss 
of tone to the touch, the pallor, and usually the want 
of sensitiveness. 
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Evidently the treatment will be different in the two 
cases. The one of excitarfon requires the special seda- 
tives, Aconite, Yeratrum. GrelReminnm, or special reme- 
dies influencing the sym^yathetic nervous system as the 
Rhus, Lycopus, etc. We Avant to relieve the undue ex- 
citation of th.e skin, and this accomplished the sweating 
ceases. In the other case an opposite treatment is re- 
quired. Here, we select such remedies as stimulate the 
the skin — stimulant diaphoretics — Serpen taria, Senega, 
Erigeron, Erecthites, Polygonum, etc. Or stimulants 
to the circulation and innervation, as Belladonna, 
Lobelia, Ipecac, Bryonia, etc. Local means will var}?* 
just as much, in the one case being sedative, in the 
other stimulant. 

Defect in secretion may usually be known by exam- 
ining the skin, which in one class of cases gives the 
hand a sense of dryness and constriction, and in another 
drynej^s with want of elasticity and life. The symp- 
toms produced by retention of this excretion, are first 
of oppression, terminating in chill, and second of exci- 
tation, giving the phenomena of fever. As will be seen, 
the general symptoms are somewhat indefinite, for both 
the oppression and stimulation ma}' be the result of 
other causes. It is well to irive due w-jight to this 
lesion, though we ma}' not rest our entire practice 
upon it. 

If the defect in secretion is due to an increased cir- 
culation and temperature, means to rectify these wrongs 
will stand first. \\\ a majority of cases of f(}ver and in- 
fiammation, a right use of the special sedativ'-s and 
proper baths will place the skin in such condition that 
it will resume its function ; or that it can be called into 
action by very simple remedies. In other cases, where 



Digitized 



by Google 



300 sTi:r»y of dtaonosts. 

the wroiii^ of eirciilntion, temperature and innervation 
is based npon other special lesions, the use of the special 
remedy for tiiis. is foi'owed hy a return of normal cir- 
cuhition, temperature and secretion. A marked ex 
am]>le of this will hnve been seen in tiie administration 
of Tincture of Mui-iate <»f Iron in some cases of erysip- 
elas, as well as in the use of Rhus, when special!}' 
indicated 

If I he defect is due to a want of excitation in the 
cutaneous nerves anil circulation, remedies are employed 
which exert a stimulant influence upon the skin. Man}' 
diaphoretics owe their power to influence this secretion 
to their stimulant influence, and of course the}' can be 
beneficial only when a correct diagnosis is made, and 
they are rightly useil. 

Perversions of this secretion are not uncommon, bat 
owing to our impei-fect means of diagnosis are rarel}" 
recognized. '• This fluid, (sweat), as it collects in drops 
on the skin of one perspiring, is colorless, tastes sall}^, 
has a peculiar odor, is poor in solid constituents, and, 
when recent, always reddens litmus." Yet we fir d in 
disease that it has color, sometimes to the extent of 
coloring the clothing, varying in shade and intensity j 
has a vaj-iety of tastes, sweet, sour, acrid ; is rich in 
albuminoid elements ; and is sometimes neutral to test 
paper, and in other cases Avill change red litmus blue. 
Evidently here is a field that will repay investigation. 
Authorities upon skin diseases have recognized tiie fact, 
that perversion of the secretion may be a cause of 
some of these, and may perpetuate the most inti-act- 
able. 

In so far as we know now treatment will be directed 
to the physical condition of this organ, as shown bj- 
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examination, and to lesions of the blood. The last are 
isometinies very important, for so long as there is in 
this fluid morbid material that is excreted by the skin, 
ISO long will the skin suffer. 

Before leaving this subjectj I wish to call the reader's 
attention to the character of norm;ii cutaneous secre- 
tion, and to the fact, that in so far i\s it is a secretion it 
is efl^ected by secreting cells. In it.s normal state the 
skin has a uniform temperature slightly below that of 
the blood, gives to the hand a pleasant sensation of 
softness and elasticity, is not damp and moist, indeed 
rarely shows moisture upon the surface except on in- 
crease of temperature and exertion. As this is the 
condition in which it does the best work, it is the con- 
dition we wish to obtain in disease. Manj' act as if 
they supposed secretion from the skin necessitated the 
l)Ouring out of an incr^'ased quantity of fluids upon the 
surface, as from the old class of sudorifics. Yet in 
practice we find that the soft and but slightljMnoist 
skin is the best evidence of secretion. 

We have already studied the urine as an index to 
disease and a means of diagnosis, and it will only be 
necessary here to notice a few of the more salient fea- 
tures connected with this study. Whilst the physician 
is aware that the secretion of urine is indispensable to 
life, in that it removes the largest portion of the nitro- 
genizcd waste, he finds the common means of diag- 
nosis so defective, that he takes it for granted that the 
kidrje3's are doing their work right, because in a very 
large percentage of cases, they do their work right. 
As a matter of form he will ask — "how is your ui-iue? '* 
and in the olden time he might examine a mixture of 
urine and freces in the chamber utensil. If the patient 
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complained of scanty urine, it might mean something, 
if there was uneasiness in voiding it, there was prob- 
abl}^ something wrong, and if there was arrest, veiy 
surely something must bo done. Bat just what that 
something should be, was not so definite, only that it 
must be drawn from the class diuretics, and was usually 
the favorite prescription. 

In this study it would be well for as first, to see why 
in any case the urine should receive a special examina- 
tion, and then how this examination should be con- 
ducted. We take it for granted that in ordinary prac- 
tice examinations of urine will not be made. 

In acute disease retention of the elements of the 
urine are so clearly shown b}'' the nervous sj'^stem, that 
there can hardly be a failure to have our attention 
directed to them The first influence is that of excita- 
tion — the patient becomes restless and irritable and suf- 
fers more than the condition of disease will account for. 
The second influence is of oppression-pthe patient be- 
comes dull and lethargic, and finally sinks into coma. 
Of course we may have cerebral excitation and coma, 
without any wrong of the urinary secretion, but we 
never fail in these cases to make diligent inquiry, and 
satisfy'- ourselves as to the source of the nervoas 
lesions. 

Now scanty urine has a definite meaning, as has un- 
pleasant sensations in its passage, or a failure to pass 
it, or going further, we may make a critical examina- 
tion of it, as heretofore named. I do not wish to bo 
understood as saying that inquiries with regard to-the 
urine need not be made unless there is nervous dis- 
turbance, for there can be no harm in thorough exami- 
nations in all directions — but I desire to impress it 
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upon the mind of the reader that these are the cases 
where such exnmi nation is imperative. 

But finding a failure upon the part of tlie kidneys to 
do their work, we are not yet ready to say — give " diu- 
retics" We want to know the condition of the kid- 
neys as regards their circulation and innervation. Such 
arrest ma}" result from irritation and determination of 
blood, and an^ excitant may so increase this as to en- 
tirel}' suppress the secretion and cause death. Or it 
may result from capillary congestion, which the ordi- 
nary diuretics would increase, and thus death might 
result from the use of remedies which in ordinarj" cases 
would increase secretion. 

The condition of the kidneys ma}^ be determined in 
part from the patient's sensations, and in ])art from a 
personal examination. In irritation with determina- 
tion of blood (active condition) the patient will have a 
sense of constriction in the loins with tensive or draw- 
ing pain, sometimes seeming to be in the spine. Some- 
times the sense of irritation extends to the bladder, the 
urethra, the tebtes, and even to the rectum. In irrita- 
tion the patient is restless, quick in his movements, the 
ej'cs are bright, the tissues around them seemingly con- 
tracted, the tongue small and pointed, and the pulse 
small, wirj^, or vibratile. In congestion the patient 
complains of a sense of fullness and weight in the loins, 
and sometimes the same sense of fullness and weight 
in the pelvis. The patient is dull and apathetic, the 
03'^e dull, the face expressionless, the tongue somewhat 
full, and the i)ul8e lacks sharpness in the wave — op- 
pressed. 

Such diagnosis is of especial value, because it en- 
ables the practitioner to select his remedies with cer- 
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taiiity. If wo have the condition of irritation, we give 
Gelseniiniini, with or without tlie sedatives, as nrjjiy be 
indicated. If there is tho condition of congestion wo 
i(ive Belhidonna. Ergot or Solanuni, with or without 
Aconite as the sedative. Diuretics are not given until 
there is marked relief, and secretion has become more 
free; indeed, sometimes tliey will not be required at all. 
When we do give tfiem, (hey are selected with refer- 
ence to the condition of the kidneys — sedative diure- 
tics for the condition of irritation, stimidant diuretics 
for that of congestion. 

Excess in tiiis secretion is not of fi'equent occurrence, 
and is usually recognized without trouble. The large 
amount of urine in diabetes, insipidus and mellitus, at- 
tracts the patient's attention, and is evidence to the 
physician of the nature of the wrong. But there are 
a few other cases in which the excess is not inarked in 
this way — the patient passing but the usual amount of 
urine, or possibly it is less in volume than usual. It is 
only when tested with the urinometer that it is found 
continuoush' of high specific gravity, and that the 
solids are increased from one-tenth to possibly one- 
fourth more, and still it does not contain sugar or albu- 
men. Such excess will be marked by loss of flesh and 
strength, and by feelings of weight and dragging in 
loins or pelvis. 

The wrong may be wholly due to a lesion of the 
kidneys, or principally to an excess in retrograde me- 
tamorphosis. This of course must be determined to 
give us a rational treatment. 

Attention is rarely called to lesions of perversion by 
the common examinations of the urine. Of course 
there arc exceptional cases, as the excess of urine in 
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diabetus mellitus, and urinarj^ irritation in some cases 
of deposit, in which the direct sjnnptoms are sufficient 
to excite attention. In the nuijority, the diagnosis is 
made by exclusion There is an impairment of the 
health ; object — to locate and determine the character 
of the lesion. And thus we give the patient a thor- 
ough examination, with reference to the more import- 
ant functions and organs. Is it of the circulation, 
digestion, respiration, innervation, nutrition, secretion 
of skin, bowels, kidneys f Thus excluding one after 
the other, as we find them free from disease, we at last 
reach the affected part. Even now we do not know 
the character of the lesion, and proceed by the same 
method to determine it Is there sugar in the urine, 
albumen, blood, the phosphates, or some of the rarer 
morbid materials? The general symptoms may point 
us to the special examination, or wo may be obliged to 
make test after test, until we determine what tbo real 
trouble is. 

But having learned the character of the perversion, 
we are not yet ready for treatment. It will not do to 
say, here is a remedy for all cases of diabetus mellitus, 
albumien blood, deposit of the triple phosphates. 
The examination must go a step further — to what extent 
is it a lesion of the kidney's, or of some other part, the 
blood, nervous system, or the associate secretions from 
lungs, skin and bowels? and still a step further, we want 
to know the physical condition of the kidneys, and the 
special character of any other wrong. 

The reader ma}'- ^^j these methods are very com- 
plex, and it will be difficult for one to follow them 
out (?) I admit it, and whenever possible, should rather 
prescribe from a single characteristic symptom, but 
26 
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there are cases that require just such thorough analysis 
to give succceaful treatment. 

When we study excrotiou from the bowels, we want 
first to correct our phj'siological ideas of the value of 
the secretion. Ph^'sicians liave made a liobbj' of the 
bowels and have ridden millions of them to untimelj'' 
gi-aves. We want to know if bowels were made to be 
continuous!}^ ph^^sicked? and whether good or harm is 
most likely to result from the common use of purga- 
tives ? If we consult Lehman again, (a most excellent 
authority), we find that — "The contents of the intes- 
tines, even after the use of toleriiblj' simple articles of 
diet, consist of a mixture of undigested, indigestible, 
and already changed or decomj)Osed substances, with 
which are mingled constituents, purtl}' undecomposed, 
partly alreadj^ metamorphosed, of the digestive fluids." 
But of a real secretion eliminated by the glandulae of 
the intestine the faBCCs contain but a small proportion — 
probably less than the excretion from the skin. 

Excess is usually' associated with frequent fluid evac- 
uations — diarrhoea — yet we must not take it for granted 
that in all cases of diarrhoea there is excess. Excessive 
discharges of faeces produce debilit}'', first by the re- 
moval of some portions of the food, and secondly by 
withdrawing some of the albuminoid materials of the 
blood. 

Constipation is not to be regarded as positive evi- 
dence of defect in secretion from the bowels, as it is 
possible, and not uncommon, for constipation to exist 
for days, and yet excretion goes on into the bowels as 
before. But even constipation may be a cause of dis- 
ease, either from irritation jDroduced \>y the debris of 
digestion, or by the decomposition of some of the 
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material, or by the generation of offensive gases, or the 
absorption oT some of the decomposed matters. Evi- 
dences of irritation, or of oppression, when they can 
l>e referred directly to inaction of the bowels, may be 
regarded as an indication for the simpler cathartics. 
The more harsh remedies of this class have usually 
been used for their derivative effect, and the saline 
hydragogue cathartics to deplete the blood-vessels of 
fluid. 

Small doses of some of the cathartics, as Podophyl- 
Inm, Apocynum, etc., do increase the secernent function 
of the intestine, and at the same time improve its func- 
tion of digestion. The dose is less than that required 
for catharsis, and the indications are sensations of full- 
ness, weight and atony. 

Perversions of the secretions of the bowels and acces- 
sory glands are recognized principally by changes in 
color and in odor, but these are not as certain as. would 
be thought at first sight. The reasons are clear — there 
is so much and varied coloring material taken with the 
ingesta, and the odor naturallj'' intense and foul is so 
readily changed by decomposition of fsecal material. 
Still it is well to make the faeces yield all the informa- 
tion possible. 

A few examples may be given in illustration. The 
vivid green discharges of childhood, acrid and irritat- 
ing, give information of excess of acid, and sngi^est the 
use of alkalies. The extreme yellow (chrome) of in- 
fantile discharges, evidence an insufficient digestion of 
the food, both of albuminoid material and fat, and sug- 
gest more care in diet, and the use of remedies that give 
tone to the digestive apparatus. The clay-colored evac- 
uations of disease tell of want of secretion from all 
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the intesltna] glands (liver .included), of impaired 
power of digestion, and siiggest thjQ ase of stimulants to 
the upper intestinal canal and associate viscera. The 
yellow rye-nmith feces of t^'phoid fever is characteristic, 
and call's oitr attention to commencing disease of Peyer's 
glande. The deep brown or black fjaeces, with greenish 
ting^) sometimes yeast}^, is- one of the most marked in- 
dicatioRS of the typhoid condition, and culls attention 
to the necessity of antiseptics. The color and physical 
pi*opei)ties of muoua, pus and blood, are readily I'ecog- 
Qiaed, and eiithei* by their qaianti^ty, condition, or some 
local syiuptoms, their source may be readily detected. 



THE BLOOD, 

The study of the blood is one of much interest to 
th0 pliysiciaQ) for in^ changes of its structure and circu- 
lation we find a. principal element in many diseases. 
Tbeobd -ttebuew poet w^ll remained that—** the blood 
JB the life of the man," at least we find by experience 
that wrongs of the blood ai:e mapnifested by impairment 
of the life. We study both the lesions of the blood 
and the lesions of its circulation, and it is well to keep 
them SQpanate in the mind. 

Bx<«S8 in the amount of blood is of very rare occur- 
ceoce as a. cause of disease, and yet occasionally we 
meet with oases in which, from local disease, the high 
stamulns of a large amou^it of rich blood is injurious. 
Wcfind such cases in local disease of the kidneys, the 
IttQgfi, the heart, the brain, in which these organs, en- 
feebled by disease, can not bear the strain of such vig- 
oirons life. This has been named sthenic plethora 
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There is another condition in which a l^i^ge amount of 
blood is continuously made, but owing to exhaustion of 
the circulatory apparatus and nervous system by ex- 
cesses, its circulation is sluggish. 

Excess of blood is readily recognized by the fullness 
of the blood vessels, espeoiaUy of the capillarj'' system 
of the surface, which shows the deep tint of abundant 
red globules, by the full firm tissues, and the vigorous 
performance of function. Asthenic plethora will be 
recognized by fullness of blood vessels, oppression in 
the stroke of the pulse, and a turgid venous circulation, 
giving the surface the peculiar color of venous blood. 
The color is so characteristic, that when associated with 
the full animalized tissues, and the full blood vessels, 
there can be no mistake in the diagnosis. 

When high stimulus is likely to be a source of danger, 
we take measures to lessen the quantity of the blood. 
The safest means is to diminish the suppl}'^ of food to a 
minimum, and select such vegetables and fruits as yield 
sraall proportions of nitrogen ized material. In some 
cases the saline purgatives and diuretics may be em* 
ployed to a limited extent with advantage, which, with 
well regulated exercise, will remove the source of 
danger. Many a man has lost his life because his 
digestive and blood-making organs were so much 
better than the remainder of his body, that they have 
furnished the material fbr a tdb active life. I'n asthenic 
plethora the important remedy is rig^ht li\^*ng. Cut off 
the supply of stimulant drinks and food, est^iblish good 
excretion, and have the patient tiike such exercise as 
will promote a more rapid combustion and waste of 
effete material, and in a few months the patient will b^ 
on safe ground. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



310 STUDY OF DIAGNOSIS. 

Defect in the quantity of the blood — ancemia — is 
readil}' recognized by the want of color of surface, and 
the loss of that hardness and elasticity of tissue that 
we call /o/ie, and a loss of size and functional activity 
of the soft structures of the body. " As the life of the 
man is his blood," we have a loss of life in proportion 
to the condition of anaemia. 

But we may have gone so far in our diagnosis as to 
determine absolutely that there is a want of blood, and 
yet not be ready to make a prescription. It will not 
do to say, give Iron, or give " Bitter Tonics and Iron." 
We want to know why a sufficient amount of blood is 
not made, or why, if made, it is not nppliod to its proper 
use — nutrition. In one case it will be a want of proper 
food, or of some special element of the blood, in another 
a want of buccal, gastric or intestinal digestion, in 
another a wrong in the blood-making organs, in an- 
other a lesion of the circulation, in another a lesion of 
innervation, in another a lesion of retrograde meta- 
morphosis or excretion. Is it too much to ask that 
each of these receive due consideration, and that our 
prescription should be directed to the special fault? 
It requires a little time to pass all this in review, but 
the mind works ver}' rapidlj^, and taught to work 
right, it will do all of this automatically. 

Of course the treatment of anaemia must vary in 
different cases, as the cituse of it varies so much. Id 
one case good food, well prepared, is all sufficient ; in 
another some special element of blood needs to be 
added — as Iron, Phosphorus, Soda, Potash, etc. ; in an- 
other the digestive appaj-atus requires stimulation ; in 
another special stimulnnt6 are required -to increase sym- 
pathetic innervation ; in another special means to give 
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a right circulation and temperature ; in another stimu- 
lants to the forniiUive cells b}' remedies and exercise; 
and in others still the cure coiui^s from stimulating the 
processes of waste and excretion, thus getting rid of 
old and feeble forms. 

The consideration of spanhcemvt, or poor blood, is 
hardlj' necessary here, because it is included in the 
general term anaemia. Whilst it is possible to have a 
normal amount of blood, jet poor in some of its ele- 
ments, this is a rather rare condition. It will be known 
hy the full, limp, inactive tissues, the full, blue veins, 
the full pulse Avithout power in its stroke, and the ten- 
dency to dropsical effusions. It is renllj' a worse con- 
dition than a simple anajmia, and requires more care in 
its treatment. As we employ means to increase the 
formation of blood, and add those elements necessary 
to its pro]>er structui-e, we at the same time wish to get 
rid of the old stock, and the safest way to do this is by 
well regulated exercise and gentle stimulation of the 
appjiratus of excretion. 

As remarked under the head of anasmia, special con- 
sideration is always given to a want of some of the ele- 
ments of blood, and to the means which will restore 
them. This is the basis of* the treatment called restora- 
tive. If the blood requires Phosphorus, it will not do 
to give it Iron, as when it requires Iron it will not do 
to give it Sulphur or a bitter. The special symptoms 
heretofore named, showing these defects, should be 
closely studied. 

But the blood may be had, or changes may be going 
on within it which will work its destruction. You may 
s&y that '' bad blood " is a popular myth, and does 
well enough to base a nostrum advertisement upon, but 
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it will hardl}^ do for specific medication (?) There you 
are wrong, for " bad blood " is a real, tangible entity, 
with definite expressions, and a definite therapeutics. 
How will we recognize it? Assuredly in the ordinary 
way, b}' an inspection of it where it shows at the sur- 
face, by any material (secretion) that is drawn from it, 
and by wrongs in the nutritive function which \a based 
upon it. When you think of these methods for a 
moment you will see that they have a ph^^siological 
basis, are plain, and eminently practical. 

In acute disease we are more interested in those 
changes going on in the blood which we call septic, 
than in any special material contained within it, and 
these changes are more readilj- recognized by exuda- 
tions than other means. Attention has already been 
called to the secretions and deposits upon the tongue, 
as evidencing the condition of the blood. We find that 
all exudations that might be called dirfj/^ and all changes 
in color toward brown and black, might be regarded 
as certain evidence of sepsis, and of the impairment of 
the blood. We put the proposition in this form — *' aa 
are the secretions of the mouth (notably the coating 
of the tongue) dirty or of deep color, so is the intensity 
of sepsis, and the death of the blood." In so far as the 
term typhoid is applicable to sepsis, these symptoms are 
among the most prominent in typhoid diseases. 

Any exudation will serve to show the character of 
the blood as well as the coating upon the tongue. The 
discharges from the bowels and of urine, the sputa in 
disease of the respiratory apparatus, the lochia in puer- 
peral disease, the " washings-of-mcat*' discharges in 
dysenterj', the secretions of an ulcer, the sanies of an 
injurj'^ or surgical operation, all tell the story explicitly. 
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It is not possible to i^et :i good secretion or exudation 
from septic blood, and the cliai;acter of the one will 
show the condition of the other 

In some forms of chronic disease there is 'effete or 
imperfectly ehiborated albuminoid material in the blood 
in considerable quantit3\ It serves to lower the char- 
acter of this fluid, and to impair all vital activities, and 
by influencing the nutrition of structures it gives rise 
to local disease. This bad blood has been a basis for 
the administration of the various compounds called alte- 
rative, so extensively employed b}^ the profession, and 
also for nostrum venders, and no doubt the treatment 
adopted, bj' increasing waste and nutrition, has cured 
many cases. 

The evidence oi' bad blood is best found in wrongs of 
excretion and of nutrition. There can not be a wrong 
of this character Avithout an effort upon the part of the 
skin, kidneys and bowels to remove the unj^leasant 
material, and we will usuall^^ find that all three of these 
emunctories show a lesion caused by the effort^ though 
one ma}' suffer more than another. In the case of the 
skin it manifests itself in cutaneous disease, taking the 
forms of the exanthemata in the simpler cases, and the 
graver forms of the pustulse, squamae and tuberculae, 
when the lesion is more persistent and severe. This 
fact has long been recognized, in so far as the treat- 
ment of skin diseases has embraced means for remov- 
ing effete and unpleasant materials from the blood. 

We frequently hoar it remarked, '' I know my blood 
is bad, because my flesh does not heal easily, and 
wounds and scratches inflame and sui)purate." True 
there is something wrong here, and it maybe "bad 
blood," according to our definition above. At least in 
27 
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a large number of cases, a treatment that looks to tbo 
increase of excretion, and better digestion and blood- 
making, removes all the unpleasantness. In the re- 
maining cases some special material of the blood is 
wanting, frequently Lime, sometimes Soda, Potash, 
Phosphorus, etc. 

In some cases the urinaiy apparatns is the special 
Beat of suffering. The entire apparatus is irritable, and 
the urine contains an abundance of ammoniacal coni- 
l^ounds, and gives characteristic deposits. Tlie effort at 
removal may be continued by these organs, until severe 
disease is induced, as seen in some cases of chronic in- 
flammation, and an occasional case of degeneration. 
The bowels alwaj'S suflfer more or less, indeed 1 hardly 
think it possible that this condition should continue 
long, without a loss of regularity in defecation, and a 
change in the character of the stools. 

The lesions of nutrition may take the form of de- 
generation, or of deposits. In the one case we have 
the symptoms heretofore described, of enfeebled func- 
tion, and a want of expression in the soft tissues. In 
the other comes the evidence of local disease, enlarge- 
ment preceding inflammatory action, which runs a ver3'' 
irregular course. The last is so imporlaut an evidence 
that it is well to read it over. Whenever swelling 
and change in the form and functions of a part precede 
inflammatory action, there is a wrong of the blood, and 
means must be emploj^ed to remove the unpleasant 
material by excretion, and to provide for better blood- 
making. 

In place of thinking of certain remedies called " alte 
rative," which act in " an insensible and inexplicable 
manner," it is best to think of the process of cure. 
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The bad ninterial is to bo removed, and good material is 
to be introduced in its placo. We wish to know 
whether it is necessary to employ means to stimulate 
retrograde metamorpho.sis, by exercise or medicines, 
to increase the processes of combustion, to employ 
remedies that modify and arrest the septic processes, 
or to use such as increase excretion It is possible that 
the habits and surroundings of the patient must be 
ciianged before a cure is effected, or that he should 
liave better food, better digestion, or better blood- 
making. In thus getting a better blood, there is less 
tendencj' to depravation. 

THE CIKCULATION OF THE BLOOD. 

Among the most common lesions in disease are 
wrongs of the circulation of the blood. Wo may state 
it as an axiom that the condition of health requires a 
circulation normal in time and character, and just in 
proportion as we have a change from this normal 
standard we have severity of disease. The time of tbo 
pulse varies greatly in different individuals in a state 
of health, in the adult having a range of from 50 to 90 
beats pel' minute, yet in its other characteristics it is 
pretty uniform, and can hardly be mistaken. The 
finirer on the pulse is trained to determine lesions of 
the ciiculation. and should rarely make any mistake. 

The wrongs of the circulation ma}' be general or 
local and classific'd under tli.e three heads excess, de- 
tect and perversion. The first has reference to rapidity, 
the second to an ini))airment or checking of the circu- 
lation, and the third may embrace cases in which the 
circulation is not uniform, or is irregular. 
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Increased frequency of pulse is one of the character- 
istic 83'mptoms of fever, and is usually associated with 
a proportionate increase of tenriporalure. As a rule wo 
estimate that ten pulsations represent 1° of tempera- 
ture—that is for each degree of increased teniperaluro 
we may expect to find an increase often pulsntions per 
minute. There are many exceptions to this rule, the 
increased frequency of pulse being sometimes more, 
sometimes less, and indeed sometimes showing but 
little relation. As a rule, increased frequency of pulse 
represents gravity of disease, and we are accustomed 
to think of it as an unpleasant symptom. As is the 
frequency of the pulse, so is the arrest of secretion, the 
increase of heat, the impairment of diges.tion and blood- 
making, the arrest of nutrition, the devel()j>inent and 
progress of sepsis, the progress of inflammatory dis- 
ease, and the danger to life, local and general. Hence 
the importance of means Avhich influence the circula- 
tion, reducing its frequenc}' without impairing its free- 
dom. 

Frequency op Pulse mny be the basis of fever or 
inflammation, and when tho pulse is brought down to 
a normal standard all the other phenomena of disease 
ma}' disappear. Thus Ave often observe under the in- 
fluence of the special sedatives, that as the frequency 
of pulse is reduced, the temperature falls, the nervous 
system is relieved, the skin softens and becomes moist, 
the urine is increased, the bowels move of themselves, 
and the appetite returns. Or, in case of inflammation, 
the pain ceases, there is less heat, redness and swelling, 
and resolution ra])idly progresses to complete restora- 
tion. These results are so common, that we are snr- 
])rised in some seasons and in some cases to find that 
the sedatives do not seem to produce sedation. 
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This brings up the important point in the study of 
disease — that there is a jvr$t and predominant wrong 
npon which the entire morbid process rests. In some 
cases, as in the instances given, this is so marked!}^ the 
case that when we have removed tiiis, the whole disease 
rapidly fades away. But in otliers this simply paves 
tl^e way for the doing of something else, and this again 
for ti)c restoration of other functions, and thus a suc- 
cession of means may be required in a single case. 

It will not do to say here, I have fi'equency of pulse, 
and my patient requires a sedative, taking any one of 
this class at random. The ten or a dozen remedies 
grouped under tins head are not alike, and can not be 
used one for the other. It is true that we may so sub- 
stitute Yeratriim and Aconite in mnwy cases, but even 
these had bettor be given according to the special indi- 
cations heretofore named — Veratrum when the pulse is 
full, Aconite when it is small. Theu we have Digitalis 
when the impulse is feeble. Lobelia when it is op- 
pressed and the artery is turgid with blood, Gelsemi- 
num when it is Aill and vibratile. Belladonna when it is 
full, soft., and without strength, etc For these indica- 
tions and others, the reader is referred to a former con- 
sideration of the pulse as an element of diagnosis. 

Slowness of Pui^se is not a eommon s3'mptom in 
disease, but is occasionally met with in chronic disease. 
It indicates a want of innervation, or excitability of 
parts supplied from the sympathetic. The wi'ong may 
be found in degeneration of tissue, or simply a want of 
waste and nutrition, the tissues becoming old and in- 
active. In some cases the pulse will be slow when tho 
patient has remained quiet for some time, but is in 
creased in fre<juency upon exertion. 
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These cases will be benefited by the use of small 
doses of Lobelia, Digitalis, or Ergot, with the use of 
means to stimulate increased waste and nutrition. 

Changes in the character of the pulHC are of very fre- 
quent occurrence, and man}^ of them have alrend}- been 
named in connection with special remedies. In most 
severe diseases change in the character of the pulse 
will be found associated with frequency, and will prob- 
ably point out the sedative which will be found most 
useful. As heretofore stated, our examination of the 
pulse has reference to size, the movement of the mass 
of the blood, the impulse of the wave, its length, gen- 
eral character and termination, and the inter wave- 
current. A reference to any sphygmographic illustra- 
tions will show that there is veyy great variation in all 
of these, and that the}^ do represent definite pathologi- 
cal conditions. 

Irregular distribution of blood is frequentljMuot with 
in disease, and a popular expression in treatment is, 
" equalize the circulation." Some have laughed at the 
expression as being indefinite, unscientific, aiid partak- 
ing of the character of ** old women's " medicine. But 
there is no plainer pathological fact than that the cir- 
culation of blood is unequal in manj^ instances — hero 
too much blood, there too little — a want of circulation 
to the extremities and surface, too mnch blood in tho 
cavities of the body. That such inequality is the cause 
of disease is ver}' easil}'^ shown bj' many examples 
Every one will recollect the cold feet and chilled sur- 
face that attends an ordinary bad cold, and will recall 
the local and general wrong tliat comes from a similar 
condition at the period of the menstrual flow, very 
greatl}'- increased by the locrfl stasis of blood in tho 
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uterus if the flow should bo stopped. Many can recall 
cases of chronic disease, associated with cold feet and 
a tendencj' to chilliness of the aurface from imperfect 
circiihition, and they will recollect that such cases were 
very intractable. Some will recall cases of pneumonia 
or of tj'phoid fever, in which an irregularity of the cir- 
culation, and a tendencj^ to accumulation of blood in 
the cavities, and a want of blood to extremities and 
surface were prominent features, and they will recall 
the gravity of such cases. 

As the mind recalls these well-known facts, the im- 
portance of equalizing the circulation will be seen. 
If in the commencement of a cold, means are employed 
to give an equally vigorous circulation to surface and 
extremities, the mucous membranes cease to suffer If 
in chronic disease we so improve the circulation that all 
parts receive an equal quantity- of blood, we have ac- 
complished one of the essential thini^s necessar}' to re- 
covery. If in severe local disease, or the gniver acute 
affections called tj^phoid, we find an irregular distribu- 
tion of blood and heat, getting well will probably de- 
pend upon our abilit}'' to rectify this wrong. 

The Local Lesions op the Circulation that interest 
us most are embraced under the head of hypersBmia, or 
an excess of blood in a pan. This ha.s special reference 
to the capillary circulation, though arteries and veins 
are involved to a limited extent. The condition of 
local In'perffiinia is easily understood and recognized. 
In lualth the mass of capillaries are not full, indeed it 
is impossible that they should be full at once. If there 
is an increased amount of blood in a part, with its 
motion unchange<l, there will be increase of size — swell- 
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ing — redness, if the part la Bupcrficial, and increase of 
temperature and sensiliveness. 

Whilst it is possible to have the condition above 
named, it is uncommon. As a rule there is a change in 
the rapidity of the circuhition as well. Thus Ave divide 
hj'persBmia into two varieties, active and passive — in 
tlie one there is- excess of blood in a part with its move- 
ment increased, and in the other excess of blood in a 
part with its movement diminished. We call the first 
determination of blood, and the second congestion. It 
will not do to mistake these pathological conditions, as 
the treatment of one is almost the opposite of that of 
the other. 

The cause of determination of blood is one — irrita- 
tion — uhi irritatio ihl finxiis ; and the condition of the 
part is one of excitation. The symptoms are very 
clear — there is swelling, heat, increased sensitiveness, 
and redness. In minor degree the functional activity 
of organs and parts is increased ; but when in excess, 
though the part is excited, the function is diminished. 

If now we compare with this the condition of the 
capillar}' circulation in coni^estion, we will see that 
there is much difference. In this the capillaries are 
filled with blood, but the movement of the blood is 
sluggish, or entirel}' arrested in some vessels. The 
active life of the part is impaired to the extent of the 
impairment in the circuhition, inul all the expressions 
show dullness and want of functional activity. 

Whilst there wns but one cause for determination of 
blood, in congestion we may have three. The principal 
one of these is an impairment of the life of the part — 
the structures being enfei'bled the capillaries yield to 
the visa tergo of the blood. In some cases an irritation 
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of the part is a first cause, determining a greater amount 
of blood to it than its weakened vessels can withstand. 
In other cases an obstruction to the return current by 
wa}^ of the veins, is a principal cause. 

Ab before named, the 83'mptoras are all of impaired 
function and oppression, and when we compare this 
with the excitation of the active state of determination 
of blood, the distinction will be clear. We say that 
the sensations are of fullness, weight, dullness, and if 
there is pain it? will partake of these characters. The 
objective symptoms when near the surface are of swell- 
ing, and an increased redness that has not the bright- 
ness of the active circulation ; the temperature may or 
may not be increased. 

If Ave take some examples of the two conditions, the 
subject may be clearer. In determination to the brain, 
there is a flushed face (bright), bright eyes, contracted 
pupils, increased temperature, and excitation of func- 
tion — the patient being excited, restless and sleepless. 
In congestion the face is usually flushed (duskj^ pur- 
plish or livid), the eyes are dull, pupils dilated or im- 
mobile, the mind is sluggish and the patient inclined 
to coma. If we take the lungs, we find in determina- 
tion a rapid, uneasy respiration, cliararterized by quick 
movements of the walls of the chest, and the patient 
shows the excitation in the sharji, forcible cough, and 
frequent change of position to get relief The func- 
tional activit}' of the lungs being increased, the color 
of the blood when it reaches the surface is brighter than 
usual, and the surface is therefore flushed. In conges- 
tion, the movement of the chest is shigi^ish, labored and 
oppressed, and the cough has a like dull and oppressed 
character. The function of the lungs being diminished 
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the surface is inclined to be dull, dusky, or livid. If 
we take a diarrhoea as an example, the symptoms are 
quite as clear. With determination of blood, there is 
marked uneasiness, and the evacuations are unpleasant 
or possibly painful, and attended with some tenesmus. 
From congestion, the bowels are tumid, have a sensa- 
tion of weight and fullness, and the discharges are freo 
and without uneasiness. 

Whenever we find tiiese two conditions, the symp- 
toms will have the same character, and will be shown 
b3' the sensations, and by the function of the part. lu 
determination there is the foeling of increased activitj^ 
and in congestion the feeling of impaired activity; in 
determination tbere^ is excited function, in congestion 
impairment of function. 

As tho cause of determination is irritation of the part, 
any agent which will remove this irritation becomes a 
remedy. As tho circulation in its entirety is controlled 
by a system of nerves, a lesion of a part may some- 
times be best relieved b}" an action upon the M'hole 
through the sympathetic. Determination of blood to 
any part may be relieved by the use of Yeratrura, 
Aconite nnd Gelseminum. Other than these general 
remedies, we select those that influence the special part 
affected, and that remove irritation. In determination 
to the brain we use Gelseminum ; to the lungs Yera- 
trum or Ipecac; to the kidne3'S Gelseminum; to tho 
bladdiir Erynginm ; to the bowels Aconite and Ipecac ; 
to the uterus Aconite and Macrotj's. In so far ns we 
use *local applications they are selected in the same 
way : wet packs, poultices, fomentations, enemata, in- 
halations, etc., are selected with reference to their sed^i- 
tive charaetep. 
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In congestion the part requires stimulation, especially 
stimulation through the sympathetic. It may also be 
influenced to a greater or less extent b}^ remedies 
stimulating the circulation at largo. Thus Belladonna,- 
Lobelia, and to some extent Aconite, are of value in all 
cases of congestion. Other remedies are selected with 
reference to their action upon the part, as stimulants 
or excitants. In congestion of the brain we use Bella- 
donna; in congestion of the lungs or of the heart, 
Lobelia ; in congestion of the abdominal viscera, Nux 
Vomica; in congestion of the kidneys, Belladonna, etc. 
In selecting local applications we observe the same 
rule; whatever their form, thej'^ should be excitant to 
the part. In stud^-ing the action of remedies, we first 
wish to know where they act, and second the kind of 
action. If a part is diseased, we wish a remedy that 
acts upon that part particular!}', and which does that 
which is necessarj' to restore it to health. In the case 
of determination of blood — the active circulation — we 
want a remedy that will remove irritation, and the .un- 
due excitation of its circulation ; in congestion we want 
a remedy that will increase tlie life of a part, or that 
will give the necessary stimulus to the capillar}^ vessels. 

According to Dr. Williams, inflammation is a local 
hj'peraemia, with the movement of the blood partly in- 
creased and partly diminished. We study this process 
of disease, with reference to its cause, the lesion of the 
circulation, the exudation, and the result or termina- 
tion. The cause is one, irritation with such impairment 
of vegetative life. From the irritation comes an in- 
creased circulation to the part, the capillaries are filled 
with blood, which in some moves slower and slower, 
until the circulation through them is arrested ; and yet 
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in olhei's the movement of the blood still continues 
rapid. As the cnpi Maries lose their strength and be- 
come thus filled, tl»e fluid portion of the blood is exuded 
into the interc«apilljn;3'' spaces, or upon free surfaces. 
This completes the pnlhological process, and we next 
Btiul)' its result upon I he life of the part. If the origi- 
nal lesion has not impaired Ihe vegetative life too much, 
or the lesion of the circulation has not been too great, 
we find that after a lime these minute vessels regain 
their tone, and the circulation is re-established in them. 
As the current of blood commences to How through 
them, the material exuded is drawn into the current 
and carried awa}', thus leaving the part in its original 
condition. This termination is called "resolution," 
and is the result most to be desired in all cases. But 
if the life of the part bo so impaired b}'' the cause, that 
it can not renew itself; or if the impairment of the cir- 
culation be so great as prevent its receiving the 
necessary amount of oxj^gen, and the removal of car- 
bonic acid gas, then it must die and be removed. This 
death and removal takes place in two ways — by sup- 
puration, and by gangrene or mortification. In sup- 
puration tlie process of death is modified by a lower 
form of life — the production of pus-cells, from the 
formative cells of the part, and thus the remainder of 
the body is protected in part, and repair facilitated. 
But if the impairment of life is greater than this, the 
part dies, and is removed en masse, by the suppurative 
process when the tissues still retain sufficient life. 

The sj-mptoms of inflammation, according to the old 
authorities, are pain, heat, swelling and redness, and 
for superficial parts these are characteristic and definite, 
but for internal and concealed parts we are obliged to 
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Tiily upon the fir«t, uud tlie evidences of impaired func- 
tion, and the influence upon the general health. 

Pain is a Vidvy constant expression of inflammation, 
lliough it is very coiniiion from other causes. It varies 
from simple uneasiness from over-excitation, to the 
sharpest tmd most severe suffering, nnd its intensity is 
not to be taken as the measure of inflammatory action 
in an}' case. It becomes symptomatic of inflammation 
onl}' when there is evidence of a wrong circulation, and 
increase of temperature, general or local. 

Heat is a constant symptom, and much more reliable 
than pain. It may be but local in superficial inflam- 
mation, or when but a small and unimportant part is 
affected, but is general when an important part or much 
tissue is involved. In some cases the patient's sense of 
heat ma}- be taken as evidence, though this is very 
liable to error. As a rule the temperature of an in- 
flumed part will not rise higher than 102°, unless there 
is a corresponding elevation in the temperature of the 
body, and there is rarely more than one or two degrees 
difference between the general and local temperature. 
The sense of heat, when the hand is placed upon a 
sui>erflcial inflammation, is due in part to arrest of 
i^ecretion from the skin, which is also the cause of an}^ 
difference there may be in temperature. 

Swelling is also a constant symptom, though not so 
marked when free surfaces are involved, or very dense 
tissues. It is not a reliable s^Mnptom, however, for it 
may be due to changes in the nutrition of a part, to 
growths, deposits and exudations. To be of an}'^ im- 
portance in diagnosis it must be associated with evi- 
dences of derangement of the circulation, and with in- 
creased heat. 
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Redness is only an evidence in superficial infiamma 
tion, and is due to tlie presence of a large number of 
red globules. It is deeper than in determination of 
blood, though it ma}' be simulated b}' some rarer con • 
ditions of the skin. 

Among the prominent and most valuable symptoms 
of inflammation are wrongs of function ; these are con- 
stant and characteristic. In the early stage of excite- 
ment the functional activity of some parts will be in- 
creased ; but in a majority it simply shows excitement 
and is really impaired. As the capillary stasis in- 
creases, and exudation occurs, the function becomes 
more and more impaired, until in some cases it is com- 
pletely arrested. Thus in inflammation of the brain, 
we have at first great mental excitement, then delirium, 
then probabl}' incoherent (muttering) delirium, and 
finally from exudation — coma. In this case the symp- 
toms of the first and second stages are almost opposite — 
active delirium and coma. In inflamniation of the 
lungs we find at first increased activity and a rapid oxi- 
dation of the blood ; but in the second stage there is 
oppression, and an imperfect aeration of the blood. In 
inflammation of the liver, there may be at first stage an 
increase of biliarj^ secretion, whilst in the second there 
is complete arrest. So in inflammation of the kidnej'S, 
the first excitement produces increased secretion of 
urine, whilst the second may arrest it entirely. 

The different phases of the inflammatory process and 
its results, require care in diagnosis. Recognizing the 
l)resence of an inflammation, we want to know the 
danger to the life of the part, and to the life as a wholo. 
In this respect it may be said, that those ca>ses of but 
moderate excitement are most favorable. When the 
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vascular jind nervous excitcnioiit are extreme wc may 
anticipate an unfavorable result, as well as when we 
Lave nmiliLd sw^eiiing and redness, with impaired sen- 
sibility and arrest of function. Tlie sensation given to 
the touch will be most reliable in external inflamma- 
tions; the greater the departure from the normal stand- 
ard, the greater the danger to the tissues. 

Suppuration is announced by an increased fullness of 
the tissues, a sense of increased tension, and a change 
in the character of the pain, which becomes throbbing. 
If but a moderate amount of tissue is involved in an 
unimportant part, suppuration is followed by relief of 
the general sj'mptoms, but when considerable tissue is 
broken down, or important organs are involved, it is 
frequently ushered in with a chill, and attended by a 
fever having somewhat the character of hectic. 

Gangrene of external parts is announced by the 
change in color — purplish or black — by coldness, and a 
want of sensibility. Internally it is announced by 
great prostration, the subsidence of pain, loss of sensi- 
bility, and a soft, feeble pulse. 

The general sj'mptoms are those of fever. The cause 
of inflammation is depressing to the life of the indi- 
vidual as well as to the life of the part, and when con- 
siderable structures are involved the expressions are 
ver}' distinct. The first influence gives the listlessness, 
languor and loss of function; this culmina ''s in a chill 
or rigor ; and this is followed by the symptoms of 
febrile reaction — frequent pulse, increased temperature, 
arrest of secretion, and derangement of the nervous 
system. 

In the severer cases of inflammation these general 
P3'mptoms are as pronounced as in fever, and it is some- 
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times difficult to (Klcrinine a local lesion, except b^ 
close exauii nation and attention to special symptoms. 
If cai*e is used, however, a special wrong of function 
will attract attention lo a part or organ, and sjinptoms 
of inflammation will be delected. 

The close relationship between fever and inflamma- 
tion should not be forgotten, and indeed it is well in 
practice to recognize them as requiring the same treat- 
ment ; an inflammation is fever of a part. Tl»e reme- 
dies for fever are remedies for inflammation, and in 
many cases the}' are the best and most direct we have. 
If, in the nnijority of cases, Ihe pulse is brought, down 
to a normal standard, the temperature reduced, inner- 
vation normal, and the secretions restored, the iiiflam- 
mator}' process will cease, and if tlie life of the part 
has not been too much impaired, resolution will be 
rapid I3' efi*ected. 

Ln studying the treatment of inflammation it is Avell 
to bear in mind the difl^erent phases of the morbid pro- 
cess. First, irritation and determination of blood ; 
second, impairment of capilhuy circulation until its 
final arrest, and lastly, the impairment of the life of 
the tissues from this and the exudation. The irritation 
may continue through the entire progress of the in- 
flammation, and thus will con tinuousl}^ attract the blood 
to ihe part, whilst from the commencement there arc 
marked evidences of impairment of tissue life. 

Anj'thing that will lessen or remove irritation will 
prove a remedy in inflammation. Take away the irri- 
.,ation, and you take away the cause of an excited cir- 
culation of blood to and in a part The general means 
have been already referred to, but some of them are 
local as well. The sedatives, Yeratrum and Aconite, 
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influence the inflammatorj^ process directly, wherever 
it may be located* So do the indirect sedatives of the 
olden time — the naiiseant emetics, and the more power- 
ful dia 1)1 lore tics. 

In the selection 'of local means, we must closely 
value the inflammatory process, and determine the 
kind of influence most desirable. It may be directly 
sedative, removing irritation, and in some instances 
maj' be dei)re8sant. In others, whilst an object is to 
remove irritation, we also keep in view the greater ne- 
cessitj' of stimnlatian to the capillary circulation. And 
in man}' we keep in view, as a principal object, such 
treatment as will increase the life of the tissues. 

When we have determined b}' an examination that 
the inflammation must terminate in suppuration, we 
should not forget that resolution goes on at the same 
time, and that it is our business to confine the suppu- 
rative process to as small a proportion as possible, and 
to obtain resolution as far as is practicable. The treat- 
ment is just the same as in mortification ; we wish to 
restrict the death to as small a portion as possible, and 
we do it b}' strengthening the life of the tissues. 

The means named are those which might be em- 
braced under the head of physiological medicine, and 
give us an excellent basis of treatment in many cases. 
In some we have special means, the action of which 
can not be explained in this way. These remedies are 
indicated by some special expression of disease, and as 
we have already seen, they prove curative in very 
diverse (seemingly) conditions of disease. I need but 
instance the action of Tincture of Muriate of Iron in 
erysipelas; the action of Ehus, Bryonia and Macrotys 
and some other agents in the arrest of special inflan^t 
28 
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mations, or the special action on individual parts or 
associate functions, as Phytolacca in mammary inflam- 
mation, or in disease arising from nursing. 

INNEEYATION, 

We divide the nervous S3'btem into three parts, for 
gtudy — the brain, the spinal cord, and sympathetic* 
The first is the organ of conscious life, the second of 
automatic movement, and the third governs and asso- 
ciates the functions of vegetative life. The functions 
of the brain are reason, emotion, volition and sensation ; 
of the spinal cord, the co-ordination of nuiscuhir action, 
and the functions of respiration, defaecation and urina- 
tion, and expulsion of the uterine contents; and of the 
sympathetic, digestion, circulation, nutrition, and secre- 
tion and excretion. 

Lesions of innervation may be due to a change in the 
condition or structure of the nerve centres, or to some 
lesion external to these. The more common lesions are 
of the circulation, and we have them from the two 
opposite conditions of an excited circulation — too much 
blood in a part, or an enfeebled circulation — too little 
blood in a part. Whenever we find these lesions, this 
is the first question we ask, and usually the sj-mptoms 
of h3'per8Bmia or ana&mia will be distinctl}'' marked. 
A physiological treatment will be based ui:)on this, to a 
considerable extent. If we have hiip^r^mia we use 
remedies which lessen excitation, if it ig anaemia we 
employ such agents as stimulate and giv e a more vig- 
orous circulation. In the first cases the tjeaimentmay 
be temporarily depressant, in the second i* >« always 
restorative and tonic. 
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DELiR.tTM ill acute disease is readily recognized. 
Tile inability to reason rightly, and tbo illogical and 
iinrettsoirable expressions toll the Biovy clearl}''. We 
say delirium is active, it is passive, it is coherent, it s in- 
coherent — taking the entire range of that active con- 
tinned expression, in which it is almost impossible to 
control the patient, to the dreamj^ delirium of tj'^phoid 
fever, in which the patient is calm and still, or the mut- 
tering delirium that sooh passes into coma. 

.But we are not so much interested in the expression 
of delirium as we are in the symptoms indicating the 
physical condition of the brain. We want to know 
whether there is an active circulation, or an enfeebled 
one ; whether the patient can bear temporarj^ depres- 
sants, or requires stimulants and restoratives. The 
practitioner will recognize the pertinence of this in- 
qivir}', as it points the wii}'^ to the selection of direct 
remedies. In the first case we use the sedatives and 
associate means that relieve excitement, and the special 
remed}'^, Gelseminutn. In the second we use Quinine, 
stimulants, restoratives, tonics and food. 

It may be remarked here, that in addition to the 
means selected in this way, any remedy whi<5h may be 
indicated b}^ special symptoms, is a remedj^ for delirium. 
Thus wc see a delirium rapidly disappear undei*the use 
of an iacid, an alkali, one of the antisej^ytics, Rhus, and 
other agents heretofore spoken of. The two methods 
maj' be sometimes combined ; though, if ttre symptoms 
indicating a siYigle remedy are pronounced it should be 
first given. 

In delirtnm tremens, we also find two conditions of the 
bi*ain as a basis for the wrong reason. A wa^t of i^e- 
ce^nilion of this fact has given us some queei* medical 
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literature. For a time wo will find our medical peri- 
odicals teeming with recommendations of stimulants, 
tonics and food as the means of cure; then for a time 
they will recommend a sedative and depressant treat- 
ment. It never seems to have impressed the profession 
tliat delirium tremens might arise from two opposite 
conditions of the brain — one in which the circulation 
of the organ is depressed, and the other in which it is 
too active — -and j'et this is very certainl}'' the case. 

If we find our patient with sunken ej^cs, blanched or 
livid lips, cold extremities, and a small and feeble pulse, 
we know that he requires stimulants, and especially 
food. In the early stage of such a case we would ex- 
pect to arrest its progress by the stimulant action of 
Nux, Iodine and Hj'drastis, and the use of beef-tea. 
We can see how it is that Capsicum in large doses 
should prove curative, and how small doses of Quinine, 
Opium and Camphor exert a beneficial influence. 

But if we find him with a florid face, full, bright eyes, 
increased temperature, and a full, hard pulse, wo recog- 
nize a condition of undue excitement, and would hardly 
use the treatment just named, though it has proven 
successful in cases of delirium tremens. On the con- 
trary, we propose to select remedies which will remove 
the undue excitement of the circulation, and give rest 
to the brain. Thus we give full doses of Veratrum and 
Gelseminum, saline cathartics and diaphoretics, and 
possibly follow with Bromide of Potash and Chloral. 

If we study puerperal mania, or acute insanity, wo 
find two classes of cases, as in delirium tremens. In 
one from exhaustive discharges, lactation, and starva- 
tion (the regulation toast and tea), we have a condition 
of anaomia. We find the face pallid, the eyes dull, tho 
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tongue broad and pallid, the pulse small and feeble, and 
the extremities cool. We at once recognize that this 
patient wants proper stimulants, tpnics, restoratives, 
and food, and as we give them we find that there is a 
stead}' improvement. If we had emplo^^ed the olden 
stereo t3^ped treatment of purgatives and depletives, we 
would have had a funeral, or a case for the lunatic 
asylum. 

But in other cases we do find a flushed face, full, 
bright ej^es, contracted tongue, increased temperature,, 
a full, hard pulse, and partial arrest of secretion. The 
case is just as clear as the first one, and we cure it by 
the use of the proper sedative, Gelseminum, and means 
which will restore secretion and excretion. In this 
case temporary depressants may sometimes be emploj^ed 
with good results. 

In chronic mania, the diagnosis of the phj'sical condi- 
tions of brain and bod}^ will be made in the usual way. 
All wrongs of function and structure are to be removed 
as far as possible, and the patient placed in the best 
possible health. Thus if there are special indications 
for any single remedj'^, this should be given. In some 
cases the action of such agents is very speedy and per- 
manent. 

With regard to the psychological treatment, but little 
need be said. It must be based upon this law of 
nature — "that in proportion as an organ or function is 
used it gains strength j and as it is disused it loses 
strength.'* In so far as the morbid mind has material 
to feed upon, and has exercise, the insanity will be in 
creased ; and in so far as the normal functions of the 
mind are disused, the}'' become enfeebled. The object, 
therefore, is, to call out the mind in orderly channels as 
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m 

mnch as possible, and to give as little cause for the ii 
sane manifestations as possible, that the one may gain 
strength and the other lose it. 

What has been said with reference to reason is appli- 
cable to the emotions, in so far as the necessity of re- 
cognizing the physical lesions are concerned. Emo- 
tional wrongs have a physical basis, and if perfect 
health can be restored, they will pass away. Indeed, 
permanent cures can only be effected in this way. 

The wrongs of the emotions may be in either of the 
three ways — excess, defect and perversion — but the first 
and last associated, are usually met with. The expres- 
sion is so distinct that it can hardly be mistaken ; too 
great a manifestation nnd rapid alternation of grief, 
joy, hope, fear, exaltation, depression, etc., without 
sufficient or corresponding cause, tells the story. Hys- 
teria is the type of this class of diseases, though it in- 
volves other than the emotions. 

A defect in volition is often noticed as an element of 
mental disease, and as an attendant upon some other 
diseases. It is often remarked that the strong will is 
an important means of recover^'- — " that when one tnills 
to get well, he will got well " — and every practitioner 
will have noticed the difficulty of managing those cases 
in which there was an indifference, or want of volition. 
The expression of the face will frequeritl}'^ give this in- 
formation before a word is spoken. The firm expres- 
sion of the muscles of the month and closure of the 
jaws is characteristic of strong will ; whilst the relaxed 
muscles of the mouth, and the general want of expres- 
sion, tells of enfeebled will. 

Recover}'^ will frequently depend as much, or more, 
upon strengthening the will, as upon the use of reme- 
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dies. If we ciin call it into action, by presenting addi- 
tional motives for its exercise, or by a judicious stimu- 
lation from attendants and friends, we find that it will 
grow ))y exercise, and tliat which was difficult to tho 
patient at first soon becomes easy and natural. 

The brain receives impressions from- the Avorld with- 
out, and from the various parts of the body, through 
the apparatus and nerves of special and general sense — 
and this we call sensation. In the healthy bod}^ all 
sensations from it are pleasurable, and the use of the 
special senses is a source of pleasure. But in disease 
sensation is unpleasant, and a source of discomfort, and 
we designate it as pain. It is well to become thor- 
oughl}^ conscious of this, by passing the various sensa- 
tions in review. To the sound eye, use is a pleasure, 
and we only know the organ through the pleasurable 
sense of vision ; the impulse of sound waves upon the 
ear is pleasurable ; so is the use of the sense of taste, 
and of smell. When Ave direct the mind to the appa- 
ratus of digestion, we find that it gives pleasurable sen- 
sations, in so far as it gives sensation at all ; the func- 
tion of respiration is pleasurable, and so is defjecation 
and urination. 

When this sense of pleasure is lost, we ma}^ know 
that an organ or part is diseased, though the discomfort 
ma}'' not tell us the quality or amount of disease. If 
the use of the e,ye becomes a source of discomfort, our 
attention is called to that organ as the seat of disease, 
and we at once make a proper examination to deter- 
mine its character. If the use of the ear is a source of 
discomfort, we at once conclude that it is the seat of 
disease, and we make the necessary examinations to 
determine its exact character. If there be discomfort 
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in the sense of taste, we know there is a wrong in the 
montli where tliese nerves are distributed, or of the 
digestive apparatus to which these nerves stand sen- 
tinel. If there be discomfort in the sense of smell, we 
at once conclude there is disease of the nasal cavities. 
So when there is discomfort from any aj^paratus or 
function — the throat, larynx, lungs, stomach, bowels, 
defflBcation, urination, etc., we know there is disease, 
and having our attention directed to its seat, we pro- 
ceed with the proper examinations to determine its 
character. 

Persons will sometimes have their first knowledge of 
organs or functions through discomfort and pain. The 
dyspeptic realizes that he has a stomach through pain ; 
the minister realizes that he has a larynx, when it has 
become irritable and painful by abuse; the location of 
lungs, liver, spleen, bowels, kidne^'^s, bladder, uterus, 
etc., is firfct realized by munj through the suffering of 
disease. 

It is well to bear in mind that pain may have two 
causes — it maj' be due in principal part or in whole from 
disease of the part that suffers, or of the brain that re- 
ceives the impression. To determine this is an impor- 
tant part of the diagnosis of pain. A little care in 
noting the expression of the face, the eyes, and the 
other functions of the brain will determine this in most 
cases, and this may be supplemented by a careful ex- 
amination of the part. 

The diagnosis between the pain of structural disease 
and neuralgia is usual 1}^ made with ease. The absence 
of heat, redness and swelling, in any considerable de- 
gree, is usually sufficient, but in obscure cases it is well 
to carry the examination further to determine lesions 
of the blood, of nutrition, waste and excretion. 
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General disease will give rise to the conditions of 
pain, and to a considerable extent may be considered 
its cause. Thus, the vascular excitement and increased 
temperature of fever render the brain more sensitive 
to impressions, and the nerves more activo purvej^ors. 
The S3'niptomatic fever that attends inflammation has 
the same influence in increasing i)ain. Thus, in those 
cases where pain is verj* severe, the means that lessen 
the frequency of the pnlse, diminish the temperature^ 
and establish secretion, are the most effective to cure 
pain. 

When we study the condition of the brain as a cause 
of pain, we find that it is not one, as generally sup; 
posed, but two, possibly three. In one case we have 
evidence of vascular excitement in the flushed face, 
bright eyes, contracted pupils, and increased temporar 
ture. And we meet this condition with Gelseminum, 
the sedatives, and possibly the saline diuretics and 
cathartics. In the second case we find the evidence of 
an enfeebled circulation in the pallid, expressionless 
lips, the dull eyes, dilated or immobile pupils, and pos- 
sibl}' the coolness of nose, ears and forehead — the gen- 
eral expression is of want of stimulus. In these cases 
we think of nerve stimulants, of Belladonna, Quinine, 
Nux, Ammonia, etc. The feeling of dullness and in- 
clination to sleep attending some forms of pain is met 
especially by Belladonna and Ergot. The wrongs of 
perversion are not so ensij}^ determined, but with care 
we aiay find the indications for special remedies, some- 
limes in the expression of the face, sometimes in tlio 
appearance of the tongue, and sometimes in the changes 
of the pulse. 

There is no doubt that man}" times the character of 
21) 
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the paimnay point out tlie special remedy for tlio cure 
of the disease, though it is not as certain as other 
itieana of diagnosis. If we could feel the pain, as we 
feel the pulse, it would be different, but trusting to tlie 
patient's uneducated senses, and his imperfect power of 
lnia>3'Sis and expression, we 'find it uncertain. If per- 
sonsare trained to close observation, anal^-sis and ex- 
jiression in this regard, as in some Homoeopathic fami- 
lies, it may become very reliable. 

liedions of spinal innervation are diagnosed from 
wrongs of function controlled b}^ this nerve-center. 
Thus impairment of muscular motion ma^^ be referred 
to an enfeebled spinal cord, an exalted son^ibiiitj' of 
muscles, to increased spinal innervation, whilst all 
fotms of convulsion may be attributed to perverted 
B|)inal innervation. Among the important functions 
controlled from the epiniil cord is that of respiration. 
We will sometimes find deficient renpiration, that phy- 
sical examination will determine is not from structural 
disease, and we reach the conclusion that it is want of 
innervation. In acute disease we sometimes find this 
so marked, that respiration can not be carried on except 
through the influence of the will and the external re- 
-Bpirattory muscles. We notice that so soon as the 
patient sleeps, respiration becomes more and more dif- 
ificult, until at last he is suddenly aroused ly a feeling 
of asphyxia ; thus rest is prevented, and death may re- 
«tilt. In all these cases we think of spinal stimulantb 
as remedies, Nux Vomica and Strychnine being* the 
'type — and increasing spinal innervation, we find our 
patient breathes better, and gets necessary rest 

The lesions of excess are rather rare, but still they 
deserve close study. V^\^ will find itmarl^^d in some 
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cases by excessive muscolar irritability, «o that th« 
psitient exluiUHts biirisclf by over-eNcrtion, or mofeffe- 
qnently by that uneasiness wirich might be callpd 'mus- 
cular fret. In others f he lesion is jM'incipnny manifested 
in the respiratory muscitlar apparatus, giving frequewt 
or irregular respirator}^ movements — respimtorj^'frfet-— 
or sometimes severe and intractable cough from very 
slight internal irritation. In other cases we^find thp 
evidence in defecation and urination, gi\*ing fKeqiioftoy 
and some tenesmus, without corresponding intcrbul 
disease. 

In these cases there is usually hyperaemia of ilie coril, 
marked by u full, hard pilVse, tense skin and mirsoulu) 
structures, and rigidity or contraction in all Ihe expros 
sions of the body. The remedies will be Veratrnin 
Gelseminum, Sulphur in free doses, the saline eafchartneb 
and diuretics, the cold wet-sheet pac^k, alkaKme bUth, 
etc. 

In some rare cases, there is a condition of aneemia, 
and (he patient requires Nux, Strj'^chnine,' Quinine, 
Iron, Arsenic, stimulant baths, with restoi'Ptives and 
animal foods. 

The lesion of perversion gives us the entire sorieig of 
convulsive affections, so frequently met with in tlie 
practice of medicine. In this case the spinal cord'tj(keis 
complete control of the body, and sets it into disorderl}'' 
movement. How the wrong is prodncctl, or what is 
its exact character, is not known, but when once it has 
obtained, the tendency is to its repetition. Thei-e iS no 
difficulty in its recognition ; the coipplete a ires t of the 
function of the brain, and the disorderlj^ activity of the 
muscles is so marked that it can not be mistaken. 

Two causes of convulsions tire recognized : the one 
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disease of the spinal cord itself — intrinsic, the other a 
lesion of 80in<3 other part — extrinsic. The exact condi- 
tioiis of the spinal cord are not woil known, but we 
may recognize one of vascular excitement, and one of 
a;tonj and impaired circulation. In the first the surface 
and face is flushed, the eyes bright and pupils con- 
tracted, the pulse somewhat full and hard, and the tem- 
perature usuallj' increased. In the other. the face is 
pallid or livid, the eyes dull, the pupils dilated in the 
intervals of spasm, the extremities cold, and the pulse 
small and frequent. There is a third case in which 
there is xevy evident congestion of the cord, and the 
face will be full and dusk^y, the e^'es protruding, and 
the pulse full and oppressed. 

These cases are usually so well marked that the diag- 
nosis is not difficult, and a correct treatment is at once 
suggested. In the first case we use Gelscminum or 
Veratrum, or both. In the second case we use Lobelia, 
Chloroform, Bromide of Ammonium, or the foetid gum 
resins. , In the third case, Belladonnn, Ergot, and j)os- 
;sibly Aconite; Bromide of Ammonium is sometimes an 
excellent remedy' here. 

It is most absurd to think of treating all cases of 
convulsions with one prescription. Specific Medication 
neyer goes that far, it treats conditions of disease, and 
not names. The instance of convulsions furnishes a 
very good example of the necessit}^ ^of accurate diag- 
nosis. 

It is well to note here that the spinal cord having 
formed a habit of convulsive action, has a tendency to 
repeat this at varying intervals, even though no -change 
of structure; or disease of other parts can be found to 
liccount for it. In addition to the treatment for the 
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convulsions, this liabit, or tendency to recurrence is to 
be broken up, and we find in many cases that the 
longer the convulsive action can be postponed, the less 
disposition there is to its recurrence. Ii^ the treatment 
of some cases of epilepsy, this is a principal object, and 
any means which will even temporarily ward off an 
attack, becomes a part of the cure. 

The extrinsic causes deserve consideration, though 
many times they have ceased before we are called to 
treat the cases. If in infancy we find the gums swollen 
and purj^lish, a free incision over the coming tooth may 
relieve the convulsion at once. If green fruit or other 
irritant ingesta has proven a cause of convulsions 
through irritation of the stomach, an emetic will give 
the speediest relief. If it has come from irritation of 
the solar plexus, attended by pain — colic — Nux Yomica 
will give relief If from irritating nmterials in the 
intestine, cathartic enemata may be of great service. 
If from partial suppression of urine, the hot packs over 
the loins, with Gelseminum, will be the treatment. 

Worms may be a cause of convulsions, and yet I do 
not think it advisable to give worm medicines, until all 
s^-mptoms of nervous irritation and convulsions have 
been removed Otherwise the additional irritation from 
the worm medicine may prove fatal. 

In epilepsy the original cause may pass away in a 
few hours, or it may persist for years. Thus in some 
cases an epilepsy will arise from a temporarj^ irritation 
of the stomach, the intestinal canal, or the reproductive 
apparatus, and no traces of the lesion will be found 
when we are called to treat the patient. But in other 
cases the lesions will f>ersist, and their occasional or 
periodical increase will determine the convulsion. Thus. 
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m^it^tiiitU domngem^nt iK^ay prove a continue as cajiae, 
aft. will. dis^age^ of kidn^j-ft, atomach, bowels, and some 
oiber piirjts« Ip all cas^^ the examination is carefully 
nu^^ to detect local lesions, aiiid when found, meansai^* 
eaoftplayed to. remove tbeni a^ part of the cure, 

Tlie, study of p^ra/^^M ;mjght follow the consideration 
of the lesions of the. bm.in and spinal cord, as it may 
ambitice eiili.er or both. When the lesion is of one of 
the hemispiiera^, of the br^in, the paralysis is of oma* 
half of the body, divided- veAically, and is called hemi- 
plegia^ When it is of the spinal cord, it is of the lower 
portion of the bod^^ the division being horizontal, and 
involves all parts below the seat of disease ; this is 
called paraplegia. When of hut limited extent, w^ call 
it local paralysis, and we trace it to a lesion in the 
coHi'&e of tlie nerves, or to a. limited disease of the cen- 
tre from which, the nerve has ita origin. 

We muftt not suppose that when we have diagnosed 
a paralysis b}'- the impairment or total loss of motioa 
or sensation, or both, tha^ we ai^ ready to make a pre- 
scriptiouj and tl)at all that, is necessary to be done is 
to stimulate t4)e nerve ceotrep or the affected partH, by 
Stiyxihftiaj o*' eleati^cifc3% We want to know the char- 
acter of the wrongj, bath of the. nei've centresi and of 
the general health, and w^hea we have determined this 
we can, prescribe intelligently. 

In hemiplegia. Wi6 will find two conditions of the 
bi\ain. In one case we will have a flushed face, brighfc 
eyes, contracted; pupils, increased temperature, im- 
paired excretion, and a pulse oharaotei'iBed.b}^ fullness 
and haixlness. Surely no sane person would treat tliis 
c»8e with Nux. or Strjichnin^? On tiie contraiy, we 
use the proper sedative^ Grelseminum, means to establish 
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secretion, and possibly suppurative counter-irritation. 
In a second case the face is swollen and duskj, tbe Hpa 
livid or purple, the eye dull, pupils dilated or immobile^ 
and the pulse full and oppressed. This patient waata. 
Belladonna, Ergot, Bromide oF Ammonium, and wetr 
cups to the spine, with, possibly, stimulating cathiiuticsi 
In a third case the head, is cool, the fo^je lacks- expres- 
sion, and the pulse is nearly normal, bat wants forc^v 
Every symptom points to anaemia of tke brain, and ta 
the want of restoratives. Here we give Nux- or Strych- 
nine as nerve stimulants, the bitter tonics, good food, 
and use electricity for its stimulant influence. 

The diagnosis will take the same course in acut^ 
paraplegia, and the same means will be used in its treat- 
ment When it has been preceded by an injury, or by 
inflammation, we wish to determine as nearly as pos- 
sible the condition of the part, and whether or not the 
lesion has destroyed the nerve structures. Even here 
the treatment may be rational. We do. that which 
needs doing, whether it be to promote the removal of 
efl^usion of organized lymph, or of water, or by an in^- 
crease of waste and nutrition gradually renew the dis- 
eased structures until they are capable of doing their 
work. 

Wrongs of the sympathetic nervous system are so in- 
timately associated wiih lesion of the vegetative fu«e- 
tions that we find difficulty in separating them. Pos- 
sibl.y it is only where an important part or the whole 
of this system is involved, thnt it requires special stud5^ 
We may chissify these lesions as an excess, defect, or 
perversion, though the excess is more an un<iue excita- 
tion than an increase of power. 

We will find this excess marked in an unnatural and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



344 STUDY OF DIAGNOSIS. 

unaccountable frequency or Imrdness of pulse, and an 
unpleasant irritabilit}^ of tlie organs of digestion and 
secretion. There can be no improvement until we can 
have better innervation. In such cases Vera truni has 
a most excellent action, and folloAved b}' Arsenic, will 
frequently effect cures in very stubborn cases. 

Defect is marked by a feeble circulation, th:j artery 
giving the sensation of a want of tone or elasticit}-, 
and all the vegetative functions are feebly and imper- 
fectl}^ performed. That it is not due to a wrong of the 
organs themselves is readily determined b}' other symp- 
toms. In tiiese cases, Phosphorus, Sulphur, Iron, Cod 
Liver Oil, Pulsatilla, Digitalis, Aconite, are especially 
indicated, the particular remedy being selected by spe- 
cial symptoms. 

Perversion of sympathetic innervation is shown bj' 
irregularity in the performance of the vegetative func- 
tions, and by changes in the character of the pulse, 
other than frequency, strength, or feebleness. The 
remedies will be selected, as named in the first part of 
the work. 

The association of the sympathetic with the spinal 
nervous system gives us that condition of disease known 
as spinal irritation. It is of frequent occurrence in 
chronic disease, and when marked is sufficient to pro- 
vent a cure by the ordinary means, being a continued 
source of wrong innervation. It is a little singular 
that the source of this lesion of the spinal cord should 
always be an organ supplied frx)m the sympathetic, and 
that irritation should be so readily propagated back- 
ward along- these nerves. Yet it is a fact that a dis- 
ease of irritation can not exist long in an organ with- 
out some disturbance of the great sympathetic, and the 
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spinal cord immediately behind the ganglion, that fur- 
nish the nervous supply. 

Spinal irritation is usual I}^ marked b}'- tenderness on 
pressure over the bodies of the vertebraB, and when 
such tenderness is found, it is taken as evidence of this 
lesion. But once in a while we will find the evidence 
at some distance from the spine, but always in the 
course or termination of the posterior spinal nerves. 

It has been proposed by Prof John King, to deter- 
mine the localit}' of chronic visceral disease, b}^ an ex- 
amination of the spine, and this can be done where 
there is spinal irritation. If the reader will refer to a 
text-book on anatom}', he will see that the distribution 
of sympathetic nerves, and connection with the spinal 
cord is very simple. The sympathetic ganglia send off 
large nerves, which before their distribution form a net- 
work, called a plexus, and from this the nerves are dis- 
tributed upon the nearest arteries. Thus if we know 
the source of nerve supply to a plexus, and the distri- 
bution of the arteries nearest to this, we will readily 
make the association between a particular part of the 
spinal-cord, and a special organ or organs. It might 
be remarked that the connection between the cord and 
the ganglia which lie upon the bodies of the vertebrse 
in front, is immediately backward itud forward by fila- 
ments of communication, and that a limited portion of 
the gra}' substance of the cord is thus associated in 
action with a ganglion. 

The first cervical ganglion sends its branches upwards 
on the carotids, to supply the brain and the origans of 
special sense; and a nerve downward, which through the 
cardiac plexus is distributed to the heart; thus to a 
certain extent associatinfi: the brain an<l heart in action. 
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The other cervical ganglia send nerves downward to 
the cardiac plexus, which supplies the heai*t, and to 
some extent the lungs. The upper dorsal ganglia 
send off the great splanchnic, which j)as8ing through the 
diaphragm form the sohir plexus, and from this the 
nerves are distributed upon the coeliac axis to the 
stomach, liver and spleen, and upon the superior me- 
senteric to the small intestine and pancreas. Branches 
from this pass downwards upon' the spermatic artery to 
the testes in the male and the ovaries an<i uterus in the 
female. The lower dorsal ganglia furnish the lesser 
splanchnic nerves, which form above the renal arteries 
tiie renal plexus, and furnish nervous suppl}" to the 
kidnej'S, ureters and bladder. The dorsal ganglia fur- 
nish nerves for the formation of the hj'pogastric plexus, 
which gives nervous supply to the pelvic viscera. The 
sacral ganglia furnish nerves for the sacral plexus, 
which supplies some parts at the outlets of the pelvis, 
and the lower extremities. 

The above in b^t a brief synopsis of this subject, and 
the reader will do well to give it a thorough study, and 
trace out the distribution of these nerves on an anatom- 
*cal plate. It will be found that there is a free inter- 
communication between different parts, some more 
especially than others, and thus many sympathies ob- 
served in health and disease can be accounted for. 

In the olden time we were in the habit of recom- 
mending the irritating plaster for all these cases, and 
though unpleasant, it may be employed with advantage 
in a great many. It is better, however, to determine 
more exactly the condition of the cord, as quite surely 
it is not always the same. Possibly our old division 
will serve our purpose here, classifying them with refer- 
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ence to the circulation—a, with vascular excitement; 
6, with enfeebled circulation, or spinal anaemia. 

The case of vascular excitement will be shown in the 
bright eyes and contracted pupils, slight inci*ease of 
temper^ature, and a j^ulso that has hardnoss and undue 
vibration as an element. It is espcciall}^ the case for 
suppurative counter -irritation over the site of tender- 
ness, though I prefer, as being much pleasanter, Uie use 
of the wet-pack, of water, vinegar, or water acidulated 
with Sulphurous Acid. The internal remedies will em- 
brace Veratrum, Golseminum, Bromide of Potash, and 
these may he aided by means to establish secretion. 

The case of anaemia of the cord will be recognized 
b}' ihe dull, sunken eye, feeble circulation to the sur- 
face and extremities, and a pulse that wants strength. 
In mai)}^ of these cases the skin is relaxed, and there is 
undue exudation. These cases ma}' have the irritating 
plaster used to rubefaction, stimulant frictions, rubbing 
*)f the spine with salt water, the use of elect riciiy 
(Faradization) and means of a similar character, In- 
teiMially the remedies will embrace Nux, Ergot, stimu- 
lant doses of Iodine. Pulsatilla, Bromide of Ammonium, 
and if the pulse is small and vibratile, Rhus. 

There are a few cases, marked by a full, sluggish, 
and oppressed pulse, dull eye and dilated pupil, in 
which Belladonna and Ergot will prove very efficient 
internal remedies, and in which a Belladonna plaster is 
the best local application. 
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NOSOLOGICAL CLASSIFICATION. 

The studj' of this is beyond the scope of this little 
volume, and the reader is referred to works on the 
'* Practice of Medicine," or special treatises on diag- 
nosis, in which tliis classification is the basis. Onr 
31 ud}^ has been wholly with reference to the selection 
of remedies, and the ordinarj'- nomenclature interests 
lis only as it points us to groups of remedies. 

The stud}' of nosology is ot some imj^ortance in 
enabling one to give ai)propriate names, in writing or 
conversing of disease, and especiall}' as satisfj-ing the 
friends of a patient, who are always desirous of having 
a disease named. If the reader will take the classifica- 
tion given, and apply the methods of examination 
named through this work, he will find but little diffi- 
cult3\ We will pass it in brief review, pointing out the 
method of stndj^ and giving the most pronounced 
sj'mptoms. 

Chlorosis. — In the early menstrual period, usually 
before the age of twenty ; is characterized by wapt of 
blood, impaired nutrition, loss of flesh and strength, and 
differs from anaemia only in a greenish coloration of 
the otherwise blanched and bloodless skin. The name 
has no meaning in selecting remedies, unless in some 
cases, the peculiar shade of green would indicate Cop- 
j)er, and in others Sulphate of Alumina and Iron. 

ScoRBUTis — Is caused by a Avant of vegetable food, 
and is especially marked by softened and spong}'^ gu»^8, 
usually of a deeper color than natural ; and, finally, by 
a tendency to deliquescence in all tissues of low organi- 
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«alioii, especial I}* eiealrical tissue. The name iiulicates 
a t>i)ecial i^atliological condition, and calls for vegetable 
acids (Citric Acid^or lemon juice), and for vegetables, 
especially those containing a considerable amount of 
Potash. 

Dropsy — Has different causes, av I lieli require si)ecial 
study. It is characterized by exudmions of water into 
the cellular tissues — oedema, anasarca ; or into the 
surouscarvities — ascites, hydrothorax, hydropericardiura, 
hydrocephalus, hydrocele, and hydrops articuli. The 
diagnosis is made by the touch, which gives a different 
sensation from growths, deposits, or accumulations of 
])us, blood, or gases. It refers us to special remedies, 
Apocynum, Aralia, and the hjdragogue cathartics and 
diuretics for the removal of the accumulated fluid. 

Diabetes Mellitus. — Increased flow of uriile, with 
loss of flesh and strength, and impairment of oveiy 
function. Examination of the urine, as named under 
that head, determines the presence of sugar. The name 
does not point to remedies, which must be selected with 
reference to the feymi)toms in each individual case. 

Py^ebiia. — A condition of blood simulating suppura- 
tion in solids, usually having its origin in injuries or 
wounds of loose, non-vital tissues, though it may arise 
from wounds of any part in which putrescency develops. 
The condition may be known b}' the extreme restless- 
ness, and fear of a fatal result, a small, tremulous pulse, 
(sometimes the pulse has its usual inflammatory condi- 
tion until a short time before death), a peculiar on- 
Btriction of tissue about the base of the brain, pinched 
noso, and a general expression of irritability. It points 
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tis to antiseptics and good food, as tlio means of cure. 
Opiates should not be used to relieve pain, if it is pos- 
sible to get along without them. 

Tuberculosis. — The impairment of the blood that 
gives rise to aplastic and cacoplastic deposits, has 
already been described. There is impairment of diges- 
tion, blood-making and nutrition, with loss of flesh 
.-ind strength, local 83'mptoms indicating the situation 
of the deposit. The treatment is suggested by the 
above description — increase retrograde metamorpho- 
sis and excretion, and remove the low albuminoid mate- 
rials, and improve nutrition. 

Fever. — The different forms of fever have been de- 
scribed in a preceding classification, and it is only 
necessar}" here to call attention to the princii)ul i)he- 
nomena, and the treatment. A fever is a disease of 
four stages — forming, cold, hot and sweating. The 
sj'mptoms of the first are of prostration — there is an 
impairment of life. In the second this impairment is 
still greater, especially- of innervation and circulntion, 
and the patient feels cold. In the third vascular and 
nervous excitement are marked, the i)ul8e is frequent, 
the temperature increased, the secretions partiallj^ 
arrested, and the vegetative functions impaired in pro- 
portion to the severit}' of the disease. In the fourth 
stage, the various functions are restored, and excretion 
established — it is convalescence. Whether a fever lasts 
a day or a month, it has these symptoms, with addi- 
tional ones showing a wrong of the blood. 

The treatment suggested is very plain. In the form- 
ing and cold stages means to increase the life, and espe- 
cially to stimulate the nervous and vascular sj'steras 
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In the hot stiii^o, to reduce the frequency of the pulse, 
the temperature nnd exc!t:;tion of tlie nervous system, 
and to increase excretion and (lie vegetative functions^ 
oniplo}' sucli nietms as will check destruction of the 
hh)od, or tliat will neutralize any morbid element in it. 

Local Disease — Local tliscase is determined by the 
un]>leasant sensations in the part, experienced by the 
patient; by change in its functional expression; and 
by an examination with our senses, and the application 
of any instrumentality that medicine affords. 

The distinction between functional and structural 
disease is determined by the careful examination of the 
physician. Jn functional disease we expect, to find 
little or no change in the physical properties of (he 
part; in structural disease such changes will be de- 
tected 

The Brain. — Disease of the bniin is shown by un- 
])lea8ant and ]>ainful sensations experienced in the 
organ, a change in (he expression of the face and body, 
and changes in its functional exj>ression. The charac- 
ter of the disease will be diagnosed by symptoms 
already pointed out. 

It suggests the use of brain remedies, in addition to a 
right general treatment. As examples we may name 
Gelseminum, Belladonna, Pulsatilla, Opium. Bromides 
of Potash and Ammonium, Phos])horus, Cypripedium, 
Camphor, Nux, Quinia, Phus. 

The Spinal Cord. — Disease of the spinal cord is 
shown by un])leasant sensations experienced in the 
spine h}' the patient, by wrongs of muscular movement, 
respiration, etc. The same remedies are employed aa 
for the brain. 
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Op the No>;e. — Unpleasant sensations in And change 
in Hocretion of tlie nasal mucous membrane. Roraedica 
that influence mucous membranes. 

Pharynx. — Sore throat, with unj)lea8ant sensations 
in deglutition and respiration. Tlie throat can be in- 
spected and changes of structure noted. 

Larynx. — Unpleasant sensations in the part ; change 
in the voice; difficulty of respiration ; cough; sputa; 
and change in' the sounds on auscultation. Special 
remedies, Aconite, Spongia, Antimony, Collinsonia. 

Bronchia. — Un[»leasant sensations in the thorax; 
difficult respiration ; cough ; sputa; and change in the 
sounds heard on auscultation — blowing. Treatment 
Aviil be general, and remedies that influence mucous 
membranes. 

Lungs. — Unpleasant sensations in the thorax ; diffi- 
cult respiration ; cough ; sputa ; sounds heard in aus- 
cultation — crepitant; percussion gives dullness wlien 
consolidation has taken place from any cause. Reme- 
dies, Aconite, Ipecac, Lobelia, Drosera, Agiimonia, 
Phosphorus. 

Heart. — Unpleasant sensations in the pra?cordia; 
sense of oppression and impending danger; change in 
the pulse ; and impairment of the circulation. Special 
remedies. Yeratrnm, Aconite, Digitalis, Cactus, Pulsa- 
tilla, Rhus, Bryonia. 

Pleura. — Pains of a sharp, lancinating character 
difficulty in inspiration ; cough ; no change upon aus 
cultation exce])t in rare cases; dullness on pi rcussioi 
from eff*Ubion. Remedies are all general, unless we ex 
cept Bryonia and Asclej^ias. 
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Mouth and Salivary Glands. — Unpleasani seirta- 
tions, especially on taking food ; on exposure struc turn! 
lesions can bo seen and felt. Special remedies, Mor- ' 
cuiy, Ills, Podophyllin, Phj'tolacca, Collinsoiiia. 

(Esophagus. — Difficult deglutition, Eemedios gen- 
eral, except for nervous dj'sphagia, Pulsatilla. 

Tonsils. — Uneasy sensations in the throat ; difficaH' 
deglutition and respiration ; can be inspected and* 
changes in size and form noted. Remedies, Aconite, 
Nitrate of Potash. 

Stomach. — Unpleasant sensations in the region of 
the stomach, and impairment of function. Spepial-^ 
remedies, Hj'drocyanic Acid, Bismuth, Muriatic Acid, 
Lactic Acid, Pepsin, Hj'drastis, Podophj-llin, Leptah- 
drin, Nux, the class of emetics. 

Small Intestine. — Uneasiness in the abdomen; im- 
pairment of digestion ; diarrhoea. Special remedies,^ = 
Bismuth, Podophyllin, Nitnc Acid,' Hj^'drasHs, "Sxatl 
Agrimonia, Epilobium, Aconite, Ipecac, a part of thife"^ 
class of cathartics. 

Large Intestine. — Uneasiness in the abdomen; 
tormina; tenesmus; and small, non-f»cal evaeuatibns; 
Special remedies. Aconite, Ipecac, Aloes, Oolocynth, • 
flamamelis, Collinsonia. 

Liver. — Unpleasant sensations in right hypocbon- 
drinm, with occasional slight change in form awd sfsej 
impairment of digestion ; and changes in the color of 
the sldn. Special remedies, Leptandra, Nux; Nftfi<S' 
Acid, Sulphur. 
30 
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Spleen. — Unploa8ant sensations in left h3'pochon- 
drium; change in form and position of the organ de- 
termined b}' the touch ; and impairment of blood-mak- 
ing and nutrition. No special remed}' unless it be the 
Uvedalia. 

Peritoneum. — Sharp, lancinating pain in the abdo- 
men, increased by pressure, motion or respiration, with 
small, wiry pulse, if inflammatory. No special reme- 
dies. 

SuPRA-E-ENAL Capsules. — But one disease known— 
Addison's — characttMMzod by bronzed discoloration of 
the skin, gradually increasing, and associated with im- 
pairment of the vegetative functions. No remedies 
known. 

Kidneys. — ^Unpleasant sensations in the lumbar re- 
gion near spine, in the urinary apparatus below, and in 
micturition ; changes, in the urine determined by ex- 
amination ; and an influence upon the nervous sj^stem 
by retained nrea — excitation at first, coma following. 
Special remedies, Gelseminum, Belladonna, and the 
class of diuretics. 

Bladder. — Unpleasant sensations behind the pubes; 
perineal pressure ; difficult and painful micturition ; and 
the presence of its secretion, mucus or pus, in the 
urine. Special remedies, Eryngium, Apis, Phosphorus, 
Hydrangea, Agrimonia, Staphysagria. 

Prostate Gland. — Unpleasant sensations in the peri- 
neum; difficult and painful micturition ; and an ex- 
amination externally and by rectum determines change 
in size and sensibilit3\ Special remedies, Staphysagria 
Hamamelis, Phosphorus, Pulsatilla. 
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Urethra. — Unpleasant sensations in passing water , 
discharges. Special remedies, Cannabis Indira, <3oj>ai- 
ba, Cubebs, Macrotj's, Sandal Wood. 

Testes. — Unpleasant sensations in ; changes in size 
and form. Special remedies, Phj'tolacca, the Bromides, 
Pulsatilla, Staphysagria, Phosphorus, Iodine. 

Ovaries. — Unpleasant sensations in the iliac regions ; 
change of size and sensibility to the touch ; and wrongs 
of the reproductive function. Special remedies, Ma- 
crotys, Actea, Caulophj-llum, Pulsatilla. 

Uterus. — Unpleasant sensations in the pelvis ; change 
of size and form ; change of position ; change in the 
menstrual and reproductive functions by the discharges ; 
change in the tissues determined by the touch and by 
sight. Special remedies, Ergot, Macro tys, Caulophj^l- 
lum. 

Vagina and Vulva. — ^Unpleasant sensations ; by the 
discharges j and by an examination by the touch and 
speculum. Special remedies, those which influence the 
reproductive function ; other remedies such as influence 
mucous membranes, and the general health. 

ARTERiEs.-Changes in the sensation given to the 
touch, and impairment of the circulation. Special 
remedies, the same that influence the heart. 

Veins. — Change in size, form, coui*se, and in their 
color. Special remedies, Hamamelis, Ergot, Iron. 

Lymphatic Glands. — Changes in size, in temf era- 
tare and in sensibility; with special impairment of the 
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blood, Aiid> of niitritioH in soiixe cases. Speoialreme- 
ditiSy PWytolaccii, Iria, Stilli»gia, AIuus, Scroplmlaria, 
Iodine, Bromine, PhoBph^^ruB, Arsenic. 

Skin. — Unpleiisant Bensatiou^ ; chat^ges in 8tFi|<;tare 
deteviuined. by; exumi nation. Special reniedjes, diapho- 
retics, Arsenic, Pliospbonis, Sulphur. 

Eye, — Unpleas2U)t sensations j wrongS; of function. 
Special a*eniedicH, Belhidonna, Calabar. Bean, Gelsemi- 
num, Opium, Rhus, Macro t3's, Caunabis Indica, Aiscnic. 

Ear. — Unpleasant sensations ; wrongs of function. 
No special remedies. 

Bones. — Un]>leaBant«ei)8atioi4S'j change of form, sisse^ 
sensibility; and impaii'ed use^ • No -special remedies. 

Mu^cini^A'i^ Tissues^— Unpleasant sensations. in move- 
ment; changes in size, form and sensibilit3\ Special 
rented ies. Macro tys, Apocj'num, Bryonia, Sticta, Phyto- 
lacca, Colchicura, Potassse. 

ARTiouLAa?iON8;r^Unpleasii^nt sensations ; cha^iges in 
form, size and sensibi H ty j No special remedtes, excej^ 
possibly Bryonia and Macro tys. 

Oellular TiS8iTi.i-«-Syinptom8 of inflammation, snp- 
puratiqn. Special remedy^ Id me. 

We have passed most of the organs and tissues in 
review, in order to impress the. fact that remedies do 
act on special pm^tSi Only a few remedies have been 
named as examples, but the reader is advised to make 
noJtesofi^njediefl .under. the variousrJieads as theyconae 
to^bls notice by reading or.ex}>eriment. It must prove 
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of value in therapeutics, to be able to at once associate a 
group of remedies with special parts and functions, as hav- 
ing them thus clearly before us we can better choose the 
individual remedy applicable to the case in hand. 

Much more might have been written on this subject, and 
I doubt not the reader will feel that a more minute exam-, 
ination of local disease would have been profitable. Yet 
there are many authorities who give this information, and 
a» said before, it is beyond the scope of our work to make 
this study. 

Something must be left for each reader to thifik out for 
himself, (and this is really the most profitable study), and 
I have endeavored to point out the way, and give subjects 
for such thought. The physician who does his own think- 
ing will always have the largest measure of success, and 
the greatest pleasure in and from his work. 
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In appending an index of remedies, I desire to point out the 
prominent indications for their use, whilst reference is made tc 
the pages where the agents are noticed. With some of the agents 
this index will be quite a complete study, and as the reader has 
all the special indications before him, he will be better able to 
group them together. So in the study of individual remedies, 
I thought it would be better to so arrange the index that the 
reader might do his reading with reference to the one agent; or 
when using it as a work of reference, he would be pointed to the 
special feature he desired to study. 

Acids, Indicated by deep redness of tongue and other parts 

freely supplied with blood, .80, 81, 102 

Slick tongue 103 

In stomachic digestion 271 

Acid Acetic, Indicated by deep redness, zymosis 81, 102 

Lactic, Indicated by deep redness 81 

Tissues pinched and stringy 143 

Eructations from stomach 112 

Sepsis Ill 

Gastric digestion 272 

In diseases of the stomach 363 

Muriatic, Contraction of tissues 65 

Deep redness of mucous membranes 81 

*' and condition of stomach.^ 102 

Slick tongue 103 
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Acid, Muriatic, Sepsis Ill 

Eructations from stomach.... ^ 112 

Hot breath, pungent 199 

As an epidemic remedy 221, 227 

Typhoid symptoms 238 

Pungent heat 263 

Gastric digestion 272 

In diseases of the stomach ^ 353 

Nitric, Irritation of sympathetic 65 

Violet color 82, 103 

To influence the temperature • 166 

As an epidemic remedy 229 

Whooping cough .• 230 

To influence the pancreas 293 

Sulphurous, Color muddy or dirty 83 

Erysipelatous redness, blanched 90 

Dirty tongue 104 

Increased secretion of saliva Ill 

Large pulse, empty 153 

Mawkish odor from excreta 198 

" '* breath 199 

As an epidemic remedy 227 

Zymosis 231 

Typhoid symptoms 238 

Pungent heat 273 

Aoonite, Illustrating the certainty of medicine 15 

Inflammation of brain 62 

Efl'usion, with bright eyes 63 

Constriction about temples 65 

Shrunken face 66 

Simple increase of color 78 

Vascular excitement 79 

Constriction and thinning of structures 84 

Elongated and pointed tongue 95 

Contraction of tongue 106 

Eructations from stomach 112 

Contraction and irritability of muscular tissue 142 

Small pulse 153 
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4coiiite, Epidemic remedy 22'? 

To influer.ee the nerve centers 26. 

Tongue, redness of tip and edges • 269 

Contracted slick tongue -. 272 

To inflnence the pancreas , 293 

To influence secretion 299 

To influence the kidneys 304 

Frequency of pulse 31' 

Determination of blood 322 

Congestion 323 

In inflamnuWion — .... 328 

To influence sympathetic innervation 344 

In diseases of the larynx, lungs and heart 352 

In diseases of the stomach and intestinal canal 353 

Acetate of Potash, Sensation of fullness without elasticity... 143 
To remove bile pigment , 290 

Alkaline Salts, Pallid tongue 101 

Acidity of stomach , 211 

Potash, Muscular wrongs 102 

Alcoholic Stimulants, Oppressed voice, hollow and unsteady, 174 
Small, soft pulse 153 

Asclepias, Rubeola, measles 229 

Apis, Surface hot, burning, painful, dry 231 

In disease of the bladder 354 

Aralia, A remedy for dropsy 349 

Ammonia Enfeebled capillary circulation 79 

Scarlatina 229 

As an antidote 247 

As a cerebral stimulant 337 

Actea, Pinkish color 86 

In the treatment of disease of the ovaries 355 

Arsenic, White lino around mouth, dragging down of corners, 85 

Tongue largo, thick in center, incurved edges 103 

Dull and opaque skin ^ 93 

IncroMsed secretion of saliva Ill 

Pinched, contracted tissue* 144 

Open, trenmloijs pulse 154 

'FeeJ:)lenoss of voice 174 

'61 
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Arsenic, Influence upon tbe temperature. 261 

Defect in excretion from the lungs 297 

AnflBmia of the spinal cord 339 

in the treatment of diseases of the skin 356 

Alnos, In disease of the lymphatic glands 356 

Apocynum, Fullness of eyes, fullness of face, drawing down 

of corners of mouth 62 

Duli eyes and relaxation of face 63 

Full eyelids 66, 84 

Fufl pulse, doughy, accompanied by muscular pain... 153 

(Bdema of cellular tissue 155 

Defect in excretion from the lungs 297 

To increase excretion from bowels 307 

A remedy for dropsy 349 

Indiseaseftof muscular tissue 356 

Asclepias, In disease of the pleura 352 

Agrimonia, In diseases of the respiratory apparatus 352 

In diseases of the gAstro-intestinal canal 353 

In diseases of the kidneys « 354 

Aloes, To influence the large intestine 353 

Baptisia, Deep color, purplish, brown, black 82 

" sepsis 103 

Saliva, viscosity of Ill 

Full pulse, oppressed 153 

Pungent heat 165 

Fetor of cynanche 199 

An epidemic remedy 227 

Typhoid symptoms 238 

Pungent heat, sepsis 263 

Belladonna, Dull eyes, dilated pupils 62 

Dull, sodden expression of face , 63 

Expressionless eyes. 66 

Slow return of capillary circulation when pressure is 

made upon the skin.. 79 

Dull, colorless eye 87 

Fullness of tongue 106 

Full, oppressed pulse 153 

To influence the tomporntn-e 166, 261. 
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' Feebleness of voic^ »» 174 

Spasmodic cough... 179 

Pain in head, heavy, dull, sleepy 203 

P«in dull, heavy, full, with sense of functional inn- 

pnirnient 206 

An epidemic remedy 227 

Scarlatina ..••• 22d 

In convulsions 231 

To influence the skin 299 

To influence the kidneys 304 

To influence the circulation 317 

A remedy for congestion 323 

Feeble cerebral circulation 337 

In the treatment of paralysis 343 

In disease of the brain 351 

In disease of the kidneys 354 

In disease of the eye 356 

Bismuth, Dragging down of corners of mouth 85 

Elongated and pointed tongue 95 

Eructations, pyrosis 112 

Irritation of stomach 269 

Excess of gastric juice 271 

Intestinal dyspepsia 272 

To influence the pancreas 293 

In diseases of the stomach and small intestine 353 

Bitter Tonics, Kelaxation of tissue 143 

Diifect *.n electricity 265 

Absurdity in prescription 267 

Want of expression 270 

Intestinal atony 273 

Want of appetite „ 277 

Bryonia, ConstriclHd tissues 65 

Itight eyebrow ilmwn down, flushed right cheek 66 

Pain, excited circulation 69 

Deep flush of right cheek 86 

Venous obstruction 7S 

Sharp stroke of pulse, even vibratile current 154 

To lessen tne temperature ]6€ 
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Bryonia, Cout^h points at supra-sternal notcb •««• 178 

Pain in right side of head, passing from before, back- 
ward 203 

Pain, with sense of oppression 205 

An epidemic remedy 221, 227 

Excess of temperature i 260 

Wrong in combustion 261 

To influence excretion from the lungs 297 

To influence excretion from the skin 299 

In the treatment of inflammation 329 

In diseases of the respiratory apparatus 352 

In diseases of the articulations 356 

Beeberina, Brownish discoloration of skin 92 

Bromides. Scanty secretion of saliva 110 

In diseases of the tcj?tes ... 355 

To influence tlie lymphatic glands 356 

Bromide of Ammonium, Sudden cry, with sobbing respira- 
tion ; 175 

Spasmodic cough 179 

In disease of the spinal cord 340 

In the treatn»ent of paralysis 343 

In the treatment of spinal irritation 347 

In diseases of the brain 351 

Bromide of Potash, A remedy in delirium, tremens .' 332 

In spinal irritation 347 

In disease of the brain 351 

Carbolic Acid, Blanched appearance in inflammation 90 

Dark coating of tongue 104 

Fetor of putrescence • 198 

CampLor, In disease of the brain 351 

In delirium tremens 332 

Oaulophyllum, In disease of the ovaries 355 

Cactus, PrsBcordial oppression 82 

Irregularity of pulse, wrong of stroke 154 

Cough pointing at supra-sternal notch 178 

Morbid sounds from the heart 195 

To influence tiie temperature 261 

To influence the pancreas 291 
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CjiouiB, To influence the sl?»ii * 297 

In diseases of the heart ««• 352 

Ctinabis Indica, In diseases of the urethra •, 356 

In diseases of the eye • 356 

Calabar Bean, To influence the eyes m. 356 

Capsicum, Want of power in pulse 153 

Cold feet , 169, 263 

In the treatment of delirium tremens 332 

Chloroform, to reUeve irritation of the sympathetic nervous 

system^ 65 

Praecordial oppression » 82 

Biongated, pointed tongue 106 

In the treatment of convulsions 340 

Chloral, In the treatment of delirium tremens ^. 332 

Cathartics, Stimulant, Congestion of brain 62 

Hydragogue, Effusion into brain 63 

Full, broad tongue 93 

Heavily loaded tongue 99 

Creasote, In scarlet fever. ..^ 229 

Chloride of Sodium, Blueness with pallor 82 

Increased secretion of saliva Ill 

In scarlet fever 229 

Colocynth, To influence the large intestine 353 

Chlorate of Potash, Appearance of tongue 104 

Increa!>ed secretion of saliva Ill 

Sepsis 165 

Odor resembling lochia! discharge 199 

An epidemic remedy 227 

In puerperal fever , 231 

Typhoid symptoms *. 238 

Pungent heat 263 

Chlorinp, Odor of putrescence 19S 

Chlorinated Soda, In puerperal fever 231 

Cod-liver Oil, Pinched, stringy tissues !44 

Want of calorifacient food 1C9 

Feebleness of voice I7i 

To influence the temperature , 261 

Jn defective sympathetic innervation. ..,.»,• 344 
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Chloride of Lime^ As a disinfiM'.Unt .. w 198 

€ider, Dsepred io«gue, dry, contrficted, with diirk ^rdes... 102 

Co^liiwonift, In diseaeofi of the larynx .* 352 

Inflttencof: the large intestine and rectum 353 

Chelidoniuin,Golop dull and opaque. ^ [f2 

Dull, heavy, tensive'pain, with occasional twinges, as 

ff the part was being torn lOG 

Dull, leaden, yellow fur ^ 100 

fnlkidtina J dyspepsia » 273 

A pancreatie medicine 292 

Olmmomilla, Gastric indigestion «... „ 270 

' • Intestinal indigestion „ 272 

Clmrooal, Excess of gastric juice ...i 271 

Colunibo, Atony of stomach ". 270 

Copper, Srtllowness with a tinge of green « 92 

Dull, -cheesj'-looking fur with tingo of- green 101 

An epidemic remedy 222, 223 

As a restorative 274 

-Greenish pallor of skin 277 

In Chlorosis 348 

Colehicuni, In disease of muscular and fibrous tissue 356 

•Cupping, Congestion of brain G2 

Effusion into b^ain 63 

Cypripedium, In the treatment of diseases of the brain 351 

Digitalis, Fullness of the tissues of the face C.5 

Dull, leaden color 82 

Pulse, want of power in- impulse 153 

Ta influence the temperature.* 201 

Frequent pulse.... i. 317 

Change in the character of the pulse 318 

To influence the sympathetic nervous system. 344 

Drosera, Spasmodic cough 170 

Whooping cough 22 

Measlet*, 229 

To influence excretion from the lungs ... 297 

In diseases of the respiratory apparatus 352 

Emetics, Heavily loaded toil gue at base « 99, 271 

"^rectliites, In excessive secretion from skin,,.... .., , 299 
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Erigeron, Passive hcniorrhHge » 115 

To influenco secretion from the skin 299 

Ergot, Fullness of eyes, face, prominent veins 62 

Passive hemorrhage 115 

Feeble voice, sighing respiration 174 

A remedy for congestion 304 

Slowness of pulse 318 

In the treatment of paralysis 343 

In disease of the spinal cord 347 

To influence the uterus 355 

Electricity, To influence the temperature 261 

Epilobium, Intestinal irritation 272 

In disease of the gastro-intestinal canal 353 

Eryngium, Irritation of the bladder -322 

In disease of the bladder 354 

Gentian, Loss of appetite, * 270 

Gelneminum, Bright eyes, contracted pupils, flushed face 61 

Inflammation of brain 62 

Pain, with evidence of excitation .-^ 6» 

Kestlessness, with determination of blood 71 

Vascular excitement 79 

Elongated and pointed tongue 106 

Pin(»bed, contracted tissues 142 

Full pulse, vibratile 153 

To influence the temperature »..166,v^60 

Sudden, shrill, sharp cry 175 

Pain, sharp, restless 203 

Exalted sensibility, arterial throbbing. ^ 206 

An epidemic remedy ..' 227 

To influence the skin 299 

In jaundice 290 

In irritation of the kidneys 304 

Frequent pulse ; 317 

In the treatment of delirium 331 

" mania .....; 333 

" convulsions . 340 

" paralysis 342 

** delirium tremens 331 
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GeUeminum, Determination of blood... .». 321 

In hyperaemia of the spinal cord 33S 

In suppresfsion of urine 341 

To influence the sympathetic 347 

Gallic A-cid, Passive liemorrliage 1.5 

Helonias, Pinkish color of surface ^ 86 

iiydrastia, Yellow coating of tongue IDO 

Intestinal dyspepsia Ill 

Eructations feebly acid 112 

Indigestion 269 

Tongue full and expressionless 270 

In disease of the stomach : 353 

In delirium tremens 332 

Hamamelis, Swollen, relaxed eyelids 84 

Color purplish from venous stasis 89 

In di.«eases of the large intestine 3f)3 

" urinary apparatus 354 

" venous system 355 

Hydrangea, In diseases of the bladder 344 

Hypophosphites, Pinkish color of surface 86 

Dull, leaden color of tongue 1(3 

Tissues loose and flaccid 143 

Feebleness of voice ]74 

To influence the temperature 201 

Hydrocj'anic Acid, Elongated and pointed tongue, reddened 

lip and edges 93 

Acid eructations 1 1 j 

Gastro-intestinal irritation 269 

In diseases of the gatro-intestinal canal 35:; 

Iodides, Scanty secretion of saliva 110 

Iodide of Ammonium, Tissues pinched and contracted 144 

Localized pain 206 

Iodide (»f Potassium, Fullness without elasticity 14:^ 

Not when tissues are pinched or stringy 144 

Iodine, Asa disinfectant 108 

To influence the i)ancreas 292 

In the treatment of delirium tremens 332 

A stimulant to the .sympathetic , ... 347 
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Iodine, To influence the lyn.phatic sy.«tein 356 

Iron, Muriate of, To influence the skin 300 

In the treatment of inflammation «. 329 

Solid blue color 82 

Eyelids full, swollen 84 

JBlueness of veins .. . 87 

Tissues loose and flaccid 143 

PeeblenotJS of voice 174 

Pain in the back of head, dull, heavy 203 

An epidemic remedy 222, 223 

In zymotic disease 231 

An endemic remedy 239 

Defect in electricity 265 

As a restorative 273 

"Want of color. ...* 274 

Anaemia 310 

Anaemia of the spinal cord 339 

Deficient sympathetic innervation 344 

In chlorosis 348 

In wrongs of the venous circulation 355 

Muriated Tincture, Blueness with deep color of tongue 87 
" " Deep erysipelatous redness 90 

Iris, Scanty secretion of Sa'iva 110 

Enlarged thyroid gland 

In disease of the lymphatic system 356 

Ipecac, Excess of color 79 

White line around mouth with thinning of tissue 84 

Elongated and pointed tongue 95 

Acid eructations 112 

Opaque mucus 114 

Active hemorrhage 115 

To relieve irritation of stomach 269 

Pinched face 272 

To influence the pancreas 2'.>3 

To influence the skin 299 

Irritation of the bowels 322 

In disease of the respiratory apparatus 352 

In disease of the gastro-intestinal canal 35? 
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Lobelia, General bluish or purplish color from venous ob- 
struction 8S 

Fullness of eyes and face 62 

Want of sympathetic innervation 65 

Capillary stasis from venous obstruction 79 

Praecordial oppression and constriction of the ch(;st... 82 

Fullness of tongue lOG 

Full and doughy tissues 142 

Pulse full and doughy 153, 155 

Halting voice 174 

Oppressed voice 175 

Yielding or tremulous character of sounds from the 

chest •. 189 

Anguish, fear of impending danger 204 

An epidemic remedy 227 

In measles '119 

To influence the temperature 260 

Defective excretion from the lungs 297 

To influence the skin 299 

To influence the circulation 317 

Slowness of pulse 318 

Congestion 323 

In disease of the respiratory jippnratus 352 

In the treatment of convulsions 340 

Lime, As a restorative 273 

In disease of cellular tissue 275, 356 

In lesions of nutrition 314 

Lycopus, To influence tljc temperature 261 

'' " " respiratory function 297 

" " " skin 299 

Macrotys, Pnin from an excited circulation 69 

Deep color under the eyes 84 

Contrnction and irritability with pain 142 

Steady vibratile pulse without wave 154 

With Rhus 205 

Continued succession of tensive pains 203 

In determination of blood to the uterus 322 

In the treatment of inflammation 329 
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Slaerotys, In diseases of the reproductive appHratus ,.,/, 355 

In diseases of mii«ciilar and fibrous tissues 356 

Nux Vomica, IllustrHting the action of medicine 15 

Full, cxpre-'sionloss eyes and face 65 

Expressionless mouth 67 

Pnin with enfeebled circulation 69 

Unsteady movement, anxious countenance 72 

Brownish-yellow coloration 92 

Yellow coating of tongue 100 

Fullness of tongue, 106 

Increased secretion of saliva. Ill 

Influences the temperature 166 

Pain pointing at umbilicus 203, 205 

An epidemic remedy 227 

Defect of electricity. 265 

Atony of stomach 270 

Atony of intestine 273 

To influenio the pancreas 292 

To influence excretion from the lungs 297 

In congestion 3 23 

In the treatment of delirium tremens 332 

To influence the brain 337 

To influence the spinal cord 338 

In anaemia of the spinal cord 339, 347 

In the treatment of convulsions 341 

In the treatment of paralysis 343 

In diseases of the brain 351 

In diseases of the gastro-intestinal canal 353 

Nitric Acid, (See Acids,) Violet color 82 103 

Nitrate of Soda, An epidemic remedy 222, 2z3 

V)piuni, Pain with evidence of aton^' 69 

Moisture of tongue I05 

Small pnlte, open, square wave 153 

Pulse soft and open 154 

In delirium Irenjens 332 

To influence the brain 351 

Oxide of zinc. Gastric irritation 269 

A pancreatic remedy 292 
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Panax, Scanty secretion of saliva 110 

To influence the pancreas 292 

Pench bark, Anijgdalus, elongated and pointed tongue, red- 
dened tip and edges 95 

Irritation of stomach 269, 270 

Iiitestinal irritation 272 

To improve digestion 293 

Permanganate of Potash, Erysipelatous redness, blanched .. 90 
Cadaverous fetor 198 

Phosphorus, Full, palli'l face, waving alse nasi 65 

Unsteady movement 71 

Eyelids full, swollen, expressionless 84 

Pinkish color 86 

Dull and opaque skin 93 

Dull, leaden color of tongue 103 

Moist mouth Ill 

Feebleness of voice 174 

To influence the temperature , 261 

Deficient electricity. 265 

Asa restorative 273 

Want of expression 274 

To influence excretion from the lung's , 297 

Anaemia , 310 

Bad blood 314 

To influence sympathetic innervation 344 

In disease of the brain 351 

In disease of the respiratory apparatus 352 

In disease of the urinary and reproductive organs 354 

In diseases of the skin 356 

Phosphate of Soda, Secretions of the mouth neutral or acid.. 112 

Phosphoric Acid, Tissues pinched and stringy 143 

Potash, As a restorative 273 

Pallor of mucous membranes, impairment of muscular 

power 276 

In anaemia 310 

Bad blood '. 314 

In the treatjr.ent of scorbutis 349 

In disease of muscular tissue 356 
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Polygonum, To influence excretion by the skin 299 

Pliytolaccu, Scanty saliva 110 

PiiKse, dull stroke with tremulous wave 154 

Mammary inflammation 330 

In diseases of the mouth and salivary glands 353 

In disease of the testes 355 

In disease of muscular tissue 356 

Pepsine, Enfeebled digestion 272 

In disease of thestomach 333 

Podophyllin, Illustrating the action of medicine 15 

Fullness of the tissues of the face 65 

Cellular tissue full, veins prominent 6€ 

Full upper lip, pallor 67 

Venous obstruction 79 

Fullness of tissue 84 

Change in pigment, liver spots 92 

Yellow coat of tongue 100 

Fullness of tongue 106 

Moist mouth , 1 11 

Full, open pulse 153 

Contra-indicated when pulse is small and wiry 154 

Pain in ischiatic notches ^ 203 

An epidemic remedy 221, 227 

An endemic remedy 239 

Dull, expressionless face ^ 27o 

Deficiency of gastric juice 271 

Intestinal atony 273 

To influence the pancreas 292 

To increase intestinal secretion 293 

To increase excretion by the bowels 307 

In dij«eases of the gastro-intestinal canal 353 

Pulsatilla, Color dull purple 82 

p]yes sunken, contracted 84 

Sudden dropping of wave of blood as it passes the 

finger 154 

Cough points at supra-sternal notch 178 

Mental rest 195 

Fain, sharp, limited in location, despondent 203 
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Pulsatilla, To influence the eym pathetic nervous system 344 

To influence the brain , 351 

To influence the heart 352 

In dysphagia *..... 353 

To influence the reproductive organs... 354, 355 

Quinine, Full, expressionless face 65 

Drooping tissues, expression sad 69 

Unsteady movement, rehization of muscles 72 

Causes dryness of tongue , 105 

Moist mouth HI 

Tissues loose and flaccid 143 

Soft pulse 153- 

Contra-indicated by hard and wiry pulse 154 

Feebleness of voice 174 

Tremulous sounds from chest. 189 

An epidemic remedy 227 

Periodicity 235, 236, 237 

Malaria , 246 

A nervous stimulant 265 

To influence the bruin 331, 351 

In delirium tremens 332 

As a reijiedy for pain 337 

To influence the spinal cord 339 

Rhubarb, Elongated and pointed tongue, gastric irritation... 95 

Acid eructations ^. 112 

Irritation of gastro-intestinal canal 269 

Restoratives, Want of expression 54 

To increase the blood 273 

Rest, Expression of 54 

Rhus, Constriction about temples and eyes 65 

Pinched eyes, 66 

Pain with excitement of circulation 69 

Bright flush of left cheek 85 

Bright redness of surface 90 

Eroded appearance of untei lor papill* of the tongue, 1 07 

To influence the temperature 166 

Sharp cry, cry encephalique 175 

Frontal pain, pain in left orbit 203 
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Rhus, Burning pain 205 

An epidemic remedy 221 

Zymosis 231 

An endemic remedy 239 

Illustraling presr.riplion from single symptoms 255 

To influence the temperHture 260, 2GI 

Pungent heat 263 

To influence tlie skin 30a 

In the treatment of inflammation 329 

" delirium 331 

*' spinal irritation 347 

To influence the brain 351 

In diseases of the heart 352 

'• eye 356 

Santonine, Wiiite line around the mouth with fullness of 

tissues 84 

Sighing respiration 174 

Full upper lip, picking at the nose 67 

Staphysagri.M, Full, swollen eyelids 84 

In disease of the reproductive apparatus 354 

Senega, To influence excretion by the skin 299 

Strychnia, Sighing respiration 174 

Fullness of tongue 106 

Atony of gastro-intcstinal canal 270 

To influence the spinal cord 338, 339 

Serpentaria, to influence excretion by the skin 299 

Stramonium, Constrictive pain, muscular contraction 206 

Sticta, To influence excretion by the lungs 297 

In diseases of muscular and fibrous tissues 3r»G 

Sulphur, Want of pigment, change of color 93 

Moist, dirty tongue..... Ill 

As an antiseptic oi disinfectant 198 

To influence the temperature 261 

Change of pigment 276 

In hyperaemia of the spinal cord .... 339 

To influence synjpathetic innervati(»n 344 

In disease of the liver , 353 

»* skin 356 
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Solanum, Congestion of ilic kidneys 304 

Siiiapis Alba, Atony of stonincb 270 

Siilpliite of Soda. Erysipelatous redness 90 

Pallor of tongue, with dirty coat 83 

Dirty tongue 104 

Viscidity of galiva Ill 

Large, empty pulse 153 

To influence the teinpernture 16") 

Mawkish or sweetish odor 199 

An epidemic remedy 227 

Zymosis 231 

Typhoid symptoms 238 

Heavily coMted tongue 271 

Sulphurous Acid, (see Acid Sulphurous.) 

Sulphite of Magnesia, Dirty tongue, redness natural 104 

Sedatives, Dryness of tongue lOn 

Silica, Dullness of epitlKilium, dej^quamntion 276 

Soda, An epidemic remedy 227 

Asa restorative 275 

Anaemia 310 

Bad blood 314 

Trifolium Pratense, Paroxysmal, spasmodic cough 230 

Veratrum, Inflammation of brain 62 

In disease of atony 65 

Color, simple excess of. 78 

In disease of thoracic organs '.... 79 

Bright redness, arterial throbbing 90 

Elongated and pointed tongue, evidencing vascular 

excitement in the brain 106 

Glairy, tenacious mucus ;. 113 

Active hemorrhage 115 

Or Aconite 142 

Tissues pinched and stringy 144 

Full pulse, with strength 152 

Influence of large dose 163 

Cough 178 

An epidemic remedy 2J7 

Zymosis 23) 
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Veratrum, An endemic remedy 239 

To influence the temperature 261 

A pancreatic medicine 292 

To increase excretion from the lungs 296, 297 

To influence excretion -by the skin 299 

Frequency of pulse 317 

In determination of blood 322 

A remedy for inflammation 328 

In the treatment of delirium tremens 332 

Hypersemia of the spinal cord 339 

In the treatment of convulsions 340 

spinal irritation 347 

In diseases of the respiratory apparatus 352 

Wet Sheet Pack, In simple increase of temperature 167 

32 
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Abdomen, pain in 69 

Acids as remedies 81 

Adventitious sounds 193 

^gophony 19i 

Anntoniy applied 19 

Animals, Study of.... 50 

Anaemia • 310 

Applied anatomy 19 

Apoplectic condition of brain 62 

Appearance sickly 76 

Arteries 355 

Articulations 356 

Areola 83 

Atrophic irritation 63 

Auscultation 184 

Stethoscope 184 

Healthy sounds in cliest.185 

Study in English 186 

Physics of 186 

Morbid sounds 186 

Blowing sounds 187 

Blowing and moist 188 

Tremulous sound 189 

Sounds from cavities ,...190 

Small 190 

Dry 190 

Crepitant sounds 191 

Broncophony 19'2 

uEgophony • 192 

Pectoriloquy 192 

Of the heart 193 

Adventitious sound? 193 

Of the foRtal heart 195 



Bath in temperature ...167 

Basis for all schools 256 

Blood, condition of the 66 

Color from the 77 

Blueness of..... 82, 115, 308 

PuUe waves 149 

Wave, length of ...150 

Circulation of the 244 

Condition of the 244 

Making 27IJ 

Excess of 308 

Defect 310 

Bad 311 

Evidences of, 313 

Sepsis of 312 

Exudates from 312 

Circulation of 315 

Irregular distribution of3l8 

Deternjination of 320 

Evidences of dc^termina- 

tion of 321 

Examination of 112 

Black vomit 113 

Blowing sounds 187 

Bladder 354 

Boquet 45. 

!?ooks, advantage of 23 

Bowels 135 

Hody thermometer 156 

Bowels, liver, percu.<.«ion of..l83 

Excretion from the 306 

Bones 356 

Brain, condition of the 61 
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'Bra4n, Congestion 61 

• Dftierminntion of bU»od. 61 

Apoplectic condition 6i 

Iiiflummation 62 

Effusion 63 

Nutrition ; 63 

Softening 63 

Atrophic irritntion. 63 

Functional activity 64 

Innervation from.. 260, 330 
•Pain, condition of... 33 7, 351 

Brown color 91 

Broad and full tongue 95 

Broad andpftUid tongue 101 

Brown and black fnr 104 

Broncophony 192 

Cadaverous • fsBces 138 

Capsules, -Supra- renal 354 

Cardiac -wrongs, Color from. 89 

Cavities, Sounds from 1 90 

Certainty 24 

Cerebro-spinal meningitis... 232 

Cells, Secreting 283 

Cerumen 296 

Cellular tissues 356 

Children, Better diagnosis 

with 30 

Childbirth, Expression in 59 

Change of form of tongue .. 94 

Cheesy sputa 114 

Changes of kind of tempera- 
ture 170 

Chest,' Hea-llhy sounds from..l85 
Chronic disease, Epidemic 

influence in 223 

Change of type in disease 224 

Chicken-pox, Varicella 229 

Cholera 232 

Character of normal secre- 
tion from skin 301 

Changes in the character of 

the pulse 318 

Chlorosis 348 

Clay-colored faces 137 

Clinical examination urine... 130 

Cleanliness 197 

ClaisificatioD, general ...2 17, 220 



Cln«iiitieation, nosological.. ..348 
Condition of the sympa- 

thetics 65 

Condition of the blood 66 

CoMvul>«ions, symptoms of... 74 

Color of the surface 75 

From the blood 77 

Of health 77 

Of mucous membranes.. 77 

Pigment of health 77 

• Transparency and clear- 
ness 78 

Excess of 78 

Capillary circulation.... 79 

Eitacement of. 79 

Venous obstruction 79 

Defect of 80 

•Deepening of 80 

Dark red." 80 

Typhoid 80 

Unyielding 81 

Anevidenceof sep&is... 80 

Deep redness ^ 81 

Acids as remedies 81 

Dull purple 81 

Blueness 82 

Violet 82 

Deep purplish brown... 82 

Muddy 82 

Local '83 

Of the areola of the 

nipple 83 

Urider the eyes 83 

Of conjunctiva • 87 

Of bright red 87 

Of deep red 88 

Of purplish..... 88 

From cardinc wrong 89 

Erysipelatous redness... ■ 89 

Pigment 90 

" Excess 90 

" Transparent.... 90 
" Local excess.... 91 

" De«p 91 

" Brown 91 

" Greenish yellow92 
'* Dull & opaque. >'92 
" Bright yellow^ -92 
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Color, pigment, greenish 92 

" Trtlluw-like 92 

Diiiy 93 

" Want of 93 

Of fiBces 137 

Coalings of tt»ngue 97 

Yellow 100 

Dark 104 

Contraction of tongue 106 

Cough \ 176 

Expresses irritation 176 

Dry, ringing 177 

Forcible...... 177 

Strength 177 

Short, sharp, hacking... 178 

Points .....178 

Spav«imodic 179 

Contagious distmses 227 

Condition of the blood 245 

Of the tissues 278 

Of the kidn«'ys 303 

Constipation 137, 3 )6 

Congestion 61, 320 

Evidence of. 321 

Convulsions 339 

Intrinsic 340 

Extrinsic 341 

Cord, spinal 351 

Cry of pain 43 

Encepbaliquo 175 

Cu'tivation of the senses 38 

Dark reH color 80 

Dark coatings 104 

Dark brown fteces 137 

Dead, awake, asleep 25 

Development of senses by 

use ,. 34 

Decumbence 53 

Depression or excitation 55 

Determination, expression of 69 
Degeneration, expression of.. 70 

Defect of color 80 

Deepening of color 80 

•Deep redness, associated with 

asth(^nia 81 

Deep purplish brown 82 

Deep color 91 



Dessicated mucus 114 

Deposits, urinary 129 

Table of urinary 134 

Deficient faeces 136 

Deposits 279 

Degeneration 280 

Defect in secretion 299 

In excretion from lungs,297 

Of the blood 310 

Determination of bloi>d 320 

Delirium 3:{l 

Delirium tremens '^31 

Diagnosis, study of 9 

Anatomy nece.'-sary in... 20 

Methods of 28 

Better with children JO 

Use of the senses in 48 

Hy the eye 49 

By the touch .139 

by the ear .....171 

Physical 179 

Disease not an entity 12 

Expressions of. 14 

Relation between reme- 
dies and 15 

Varieties of color in 42 

Evidence of local 58 

Local 66 

Ran go of temperature in 159 
Temperature in chronic 160 

Cause of. 165 

Voice expresses 173 

Laryngeal, voice changed 

by 176 

Diseases, ciassitication of 21 1 

Contagious 227 

Change of type in 224 

Disuse, senses lost by 35 

Dirty color .'. 93 

Dirty fur 103 

Discharges, examination of .108 

Disinfection 198 

Distinction and definition of 

disease ^ 209 

Digestion, intestinal 272 

Dit'tribution of blood irreg- 
ular 318 

Diabetes 349 
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Doctrine of RAclemacher 222 

Pryness of tongue .105 

Dry, ringing cough. 177 

Dropsy 349 

Dull purple color 81 

Dull and opaque color 92 

Dull, elastic stroke of pulse.. 150 
Dullness on percussion...- 181 

Ear 356 

Education of the senses 32 

Educated nose 45, 196 

Effusion 63 

Effort for rest 71 

Effacenient of color 79 

Elongated & pointed tongue 

95, 106 

Elements of disease, first 13 

Empty pulse 151 

Emotion 334 

Entity, disease not an 12 

Encephalique cry 175 

English, study of ausculta- 
tion in 186 

Equalizing th« circulation ...319 

Errors from nosology 9 

Eructations, examination of.' 12 

Expression of the mouth 67 

Provokes function 68 

Of disease 14 

In the Horse 51 

Law of. 57 

In the face 5& 

In Childbirth.. 58 

Facial 60 

Of determination 69 

In motion 70 

Of degeneration 70 

Of the voice 172 

Expresses disease 173 

Examination of tongue 93 

Of the discharges 108 

Discharges from nose.... 109 
Discharges from mouth..l 10 

Saliva increased 110 

Saliva, reaction of Ill 

Of discharges from the 
stomach 112 



Examination of blood 112 

Eructations 113 

Voujiting 112 

Black .Vomit v.I13 

Of discharges from res- 
piratory tract 113 

Mucus, thin, glairy 113 

Mucus opaque 113 

Globular sputa 114 

Cheesy sputa 114 

Dessicated mucus .14 

Pus 114 

Blood 115 

Mucus streaked with 

blood 1 15 

Exudative material 116 

Of the .urine 116 

Objects of. 118 

Clinical of urine 130 

Of the sediment 132 

Of the faces 135 

Care in 202 

Of the urine 301 

Excess of the urine 304 

Of the excretions from 

the bowels 306 

Of blood 308 

Of color pigment 90 

Of color pigment local.. 91 

In secretion from skin. ..298 

Exaggeration by the sick.... 29 

By the nurse 29 

Excitation or depression 55 

Extension, flexion 73 

Excretions, odor of. 199 

From lungs, defect in. ..297 

From the bowels 306 

From bowels, excess of. .306 

Perversion of the 307 

Exudates from blood 312 

Extrinsic convulsions 341 

Evidence of local disease 58 

Determination of blood.321 

Of conges'ion 321 

Of bad blood 313 

Eye 3"»6 

Diagnosis by the 49 

Color under the 83 
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Facial expression 60 

Favoring ihe affected part.,. 72 

Faeces, examination of 135 

Increase of , 136 

Fluid ; 136 

Deficient 136 

Color of 137 

Dark brown 137 

Greenish 137 

Cliiy-colored 137 

Fetor of 138 

Cadaverous 138 

Odor of. 2oO 

Feebleness of voice 174 

Foetal heart, auscultation of 195 
First elements of disease... 13 

Fivesenses 36 

Fissured tongue 95 

Flexion, extension 73 

Fluid, dullness from 182 

Forcible cough ,.147 

Form, recognition of 42 

Frequency of pulse 146 

Increased 316 

Functional activity of brain. 64 
Function, expression pro- 
vokes 68 

Full and broad tongue 95 

Fur, dirty tongue 103 

Fullness of tongue 106 

Full, systolic wave of pulse.151 
Full pulse 151 

Gangrene 327 

Glairy, thin mucus 113 

Globular sputa 114 

Glands, intestinal 292 

Greenish yellow color 92 

Grayish or yellowish fur 107 

Gravity, specific 119 

Greenish faeces 137 

Growths. 281 

Hardness of pulse 151 

Hard, small pulse 151 

Halting voice 1 74 

Hacking, short, sharp cough. 178 
Hearing...,...., .^... 42 



Health, color of pignier. '/I 

Hemorrhage .127 

Healthy standard of temper- 

ature 155 

Health, range of tempera. 

bUre in 158 

Healthy sounds in chest 185 

Heart, auscultatiiHi of the.... 193 
Foetal, auscultation of... 195 

Heat from infiamtxiatiqn 325 

Hemiplegia 342 

Heart 352 

Huxlej', method of 22 

Imagination 30 

Irritation, atrophic 63 

Irritation 322 

Indications for quinine 154 

Infiammation and fever, tem- 
perature in 161 

Influence of sedatives 163 

Increased frequency of puUe3 • 3 
Inter-wave current-pulse.... 151 

Inflammation 62, 323 

Symptoms of 334 

Resolution of *324 

Pain from 325 

Heat from 325 

Swelling from 325 

Redness from 326 

Wrong of function from3i6 
Danger to the life from.326 

Innervation ^ 330 

From the brain 330 

Insanity 33i 

Intrinsic convulsions 340 

Innervation, sympathetic. ..343 

Intestine, small 353 

Large 353 

Intestinal digestion ,272 

Glands 2«2 

Irregular temperature 169 

Distribution of blood... .3 18 
Irritation, spinal 344 

Kidneys, condition of... 303, 354 

Knowledge, source of 17 

Senses the source of 33 
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Law of expression 57 

Larynx 352 

Large intestine . :^oI3 

Lesions of nutrition 314 

Life, one •. 12 

Wrong 12 

Study of 13, 16, 17 

Living njun, study of. 18 

Light :. 40 

Linus, wlvite around mouth... 84 

Li]), p«llid upper 84 

Liver, percussion of. 183, 289,353 
Local disease, evidence of.... 58' 

Diseases 66 

Color 83 

Briglit red color 87 

Excess of color 91 

Disease 51 

Lungs, the 352 

Defect in excretion froni297 
Lymphatic glands 353 

Man, study of the living... 18 

Mania, puerpernl 332 

Method of Huxley 22 

Measurement 24 

Methods of diagnosis 28 

Mediate or direct percussion 180 

Medical stinks. 196 

Medication, restorative 273 

Metamorphosis, retrograde. 279 

Mouth, expression of. 67 

White lines around the. 84 
Bluish tint around the... 85 

Salivary glands 353 

Movement, rapid 71 

Unsteady 71 

Moistening tongue 96 

Movements of tongue 107 

Morbid sounds 186 

Moist, blowing sounds 188 

Muscles 74 

Mucous membranes, color of 77 ! 

Muddy color of blood 82 | 

Mucus, thin, glairy, opaque..ll3 ^ 

Dossicated 114 

Streaked with blood, 115,293 
Hubculur tissue 356 



Names, prescribing at 10 

Nausea 67 

Names neces-sar}^ 214 

Nipple, areola color of the... 83 

Nosology 207 

Errors from 9, 208 

Distiriction & definition. 2(t9 

Useless 15 

Nosological classification.. 348 

Nose 352 

Educated 196 

Examination of dis- 
charges from the 109 

Nomenclature 210 

Nutrition, lesions of 314 

Objects of the examination ... 1 1 8 

Odor of the excretions 199 

Of the urine 200 

Seminal 200 

Of fieces 200 

(Esophagus 353 

One body, one life 12 

Opaque mucus 113 

Ovaries 355 

Pain 56, 68, 203, 336 

Cry of 43 

From inflammation 325 

Tiie result of two condi- 
tions 69 

In the abdomen 69 

Pallid upper lip 84 

Pallid and broad tongue 101 

Palpation 183 

Patient, information from. ..200 

Pancreas 291 

Paralysis 342 

Paraplegia 343 

Percussion 179 

Direct or mediate 180 

Rules for 180 

Object of 180 

Standard of comparison. 181 

Normal resonance 181 

Increased resonance 181 

Dullness 181 

Dullness from fluid...... 182 
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Percussion on other parts... 182 
Over liver and bowels... 183 

Pectoriloqy 192 

Perversion of secretion 300 

Of urine 304 

Of the excretions from 

the bowels 307 

Peritoneum 354 

Physical diagnosis 179 

Physiology applied 22 

The basis of practice 27 

Physiological standard. 24 

Table 215 

Physics of auscultation 186 

Phnrynx 352 

Pignrent color of i)ealth...77, 90 
Pinched & shrunken tongue 95 

Pleura 352 

Polypharmacy 11 

Position to remove pressure. 59 
Pointed, elongated tongue... 

95, 106 

Prescribing at names 10 

Prostate gland 354 

Purple dull color 81 

Purplish 82 

Color, local 88 

Pus 114 

Puerperal mania 332 

Pulse, the 144 

Analysis of 145 

Frequency of 146 

Respiratory association 147 
Relation of temperature 

to 148 

Blood waves 149 

Volume 149 

Sharp impulse 150 

Dull, elastic stroke 150 

Length of blood wave... 150 

Oppressed 150 

Surface of wave ...150 

Shock wave 150 

Full, systolic wave 150 

Inter-wave current 151 

Full 151 

Hardness 151 

Small, hard 151 



Pulse, small, soft 151 

Small, vibratile 151 

Empty 151 

Remedies indicated by ...152 
Indications for quinine..l54 

Relation to touch 155 

Relation to temperature. 160 
Increased frequency of..316 

Slowness of. v 317 

Changes in the charac- 
ter of 318 

Pyaemia 349 

Quantity of urine 119 

Quinine, indications for 154 

Rapid movement 71 

Range of temperature in 

health 158 

In disease 159 

Recognition by touch 21 

Of form 42 

Rest and unrest 54 

Eftbrt for 71 

Resonance normal 181 

Increased 181 

Red, dark color 80 

Bright color, local 87 

Deep color, lical 88 

Redness, er5^sipelatous color, 89 

Tip and edges of tongue, 10 1 

Red, deep tongue 102 

Reactions of saliva Ill 

Respiration, association of 

pulse 147 

Remedies indicated by pulse, 152 
Relation to touch by pulse... 155 
Registering thermometer.... 157 
Relations of pulse and tem- 
perature 148, 160 

Restorative medication 273 

Retrograde metamorphosis..279 
Recrementitious secretion ...286 
Resolution of inflammation..324 

Saliva, increased 110 

Salivary glands ....353 

Scanty urine 303 
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Scorbutia 348 

Senses, education of 32 

Thesource of knowledge, 32 

Acquired 33 

Developed by use 34 

Lost by disuse 35 

Conscious life thro' the... 36 

Five 36 

Cultivation of the 38 

Use of in diagnosis 48 

Sediment of ui ine, examina- 
tion of 132 

Seminal odor 200 

Secretion 282 

Secreting cells 283 

Secretions, recrementitious. .286 

Sebaceous 294 

Excremcntitious ^.. 296 

Defect in 299 

Perversion of 300 

• From the skin, excess in,298 

Sepsis of blood , 312 

Sensibility 335 

Shrunken, pinched tongue... 95 

Sharp pulse 150 

Shock wave 150 

Sharpness of voice 176 

Shrillness of voice 175 

Short sharp hacking cough, 1 77 
Sick, exaggeration by the.... 29 

Sickly appearance 76 

Skin, regulating temperature 

by ,166,356 

Slick tongue 103 

Slowness of pulse 317 

Smell 44 

Small tongue, full in centre, 106 

Hard pulse 151 

Soft pulse. 151 

Smell, diagnosis by 195 

Small intestines 353 

Sourtfe of knowledge 17 

Softening of the brain 63 

Sobbing respiration 175 

Sounds, healthy in chest 185 

Morbid 186 

Blowing 187 

Blowing and moist 188 



Sounds, tremulous 189 

From cavities 190 

Small, blowing 190 

Crepitant 191 

Adventitious 193 

Sputa, globular 114 

Cheesy 114 

Specific gravity 119 

Spasmodic cough. 179 

Spanaemia 31 1 

Spinal innervation 338, 344 

Cord 351 

Spleen 354 

Study of diagnosis 9 

Of life 13, 16, 17 

Of the living man 18 

Of animals 50 

Objects of 52 

Standard, physiological 24 

Stomach, examination of 

discharges from 112 

Stroke, dull, elastic of pulse. 150 

Strength of voice 173 

Of cough ]77 

Standard of comparison 181 

Stethoscope i84 

Stiidy of auscultation in 

English. .186 

Stinks, medical 196 

Stomach 353 

Surgeon, education of 17 

Surface, color of 75 

Of pulse wave 150 

Suppuration 327 

Swelling from inflammation, 325 
Sympathetic, condition of... 65 
Symptoms of convulsions... 74 

Systolic wave, pulse full 151 

Symptoms of inflammation. .323 
Sympathetic innervaiioD,...343 

Taste 46 

Tallow-likecolor of pigment, 92 
Table of urinary deposits* ...134 

Physiological .'^...215 

Of Dr. Williams 216 

Temperature .155 

Healthy standard of.. . .155 
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Tempore turo, range of in 

hetilth 158 

Run go of in disease 159 

Kolution to pulse 160 

In chronic discuses 160 

In fever and influmma- 

tion 161 

Treatment for 102 

Influence of sedatives on 163 
Relation to functional 

disease 164 

A cause of disease 165 

Regulation of the skin... 166 

Baths in 167 

Waste of tissue 167 

Depression of 168 

Irregular 169 

Changes of kind... 170 

Tears *29o 

Testes 353 

Thermometer, body 156 

Registering 157 

Use of 158 

Tissues, condition of 278 

Muscular 356 

Tongue, examination of the, 93 

Indications from 94 

Change of form 94 

ElongHted and pointed.. 95 

Full and broad 05 

Pinched, shrunken 95 

Fissured ,... 95 

Dryness, moisture 96 

Coatings of 97 

Coatings, Nthiteness of... 98 
Coatings, transparent:.. 98 
Ileavily loaded.... ...... 99 

Coatings jellow 100 

Redness of tip and edgeslOl 
Represents the blood.. .101 

Broad and pallid 101 

Deep red 102 

Violet colored- 103 

Tliick and large 103 

Leaden 103 

Slick 103 

Dirty fur 103 

Brown and black fur... 104 



Tongue, dark coatings 104 

Dryness of ...105 

Contraction of 106 

Fullness of 106 

Elongated and pointed..] 06 

Small, full in centre 106 

Grayish or yellowish fur, 1 7 
Movements of 107 

Tduch, the 21, 39 

Diagnosk by the 139 

In obstetrics 141 

Relation of pulse to 155 

Tonsils 353 

Transparency and clearness 

of color.... 78 

Transparent color of pigment,90 

Track respiratory, examina- 
tion of discharges from..ll3 

Tremulous sounds on auscul- 
tation 189 

Typhoid color 80 

Unrest S4 

Unyielding color 81 

Uncertainty of information 
from patient and nurse..201 

Upper lip pallid 84 

Urine, ezumination of the... 

U6,301 

Deposits from 129 

Clinical examination of,130 
Without visible deposit, 130 
Examination of the sed- 
iment 132 

Odor of 200 

Scanty 302 

Urinary deposits, table of... 134 
Wrongs, symptonis of... 30 2 

Urethra .^55 

Uroscopy 117 

Useless nosology ^ 15 

Use of the senses in diagno- 
sis 48 

Uterus 355 

Variations of color in disease, 42 

Vagina and vulva 355 

Venous obstruction 79 
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Veins « 355 

Blueness of 86 

Violet color 82 

Colored tongue 103 

Vibrrttile pulse 151 

Vomiting 112 

Vomii, black 113 

Volume of pulse 149 

Volition, will 334 

Voice, expression of the 172 

Expresses disease 173 

Strength of 173 

Feebleness of 174 

Of nervous irritation.... 174 

Halting 174 

Oppressed 174 

Sharpness of 175 

Encepbalique 175 

Shrillness of 175 

Sobbing respiration 175 

Want of color 93 



Wave of blood 149 

Blood, length of 150 

Surface of 150 

Shock 150 

Pull, systolic 151 

Intercurrent 151 

Waste of tissue 167 

White lines around moulh... 84 

Whiteness of tongue * 98 

Will, volition 334 

Williams Dr., table of... 216 

Wrong life 12 

Cardiac, color from 89 

Wrongs of function from in- 
flammation 326 

Yellow, greenish color of 

pigment 92 

Brignt color of pigment 92 
Coatings of tongue 100 

Yellowish fur on tongue 107 
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